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The word of God is living and active. (Heb 4.12) It was with the certainty that this is true of our own times that

the Second Vatican Council called for the Sacred Scriptures to have an even more important part in every cel-

ebration of the Church’s liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 24). The presence of Christ in his word ensures that

when the Scriptures are proclaimed and heard within the Church the mystery of our salvation is not only re-

vealed but is truly effected in the lives of the Christian people.

The Lectionary is the principal resource for the liturgical proclamation of the Scriptures from which they are

read within the community over a period of time in accord with the character of the liturgical seasons and the

temper of the celebration. Thus God’s word enters into the ebb and flow of daily living. Those passages pro-

claimed as life breaks forth anew at Easter contrast with those heard as autumn days shorten; those for the

baptism of a child speak to different realities than those which celebrate the beginning of eternal life for an

aged grandparent. In this way the Lectionary not only respects the richness of God’s word, but brings about

the fusion of liturgy with life itself.

In preparing a new, second generation, Lectionary for use in Canada, the bishops were aware not only of the

vital importance of the Lectionary, but also of the qualities required of it. First, of course, the text must be

proclaimed well: the message of the Scriptures should be clear to the hearer, and yet in language with a

majesty appropriate to worship. Obviously too, the translation must be as faithful as possible to the original

text of the Bible, so that what is proclaimed is what was written, and not an interpretation, however good.

Finally, in keeping with the mind of the Church that its worship must foster Christian unity, it is desirable to

have a text which can be used in common with other Christians; in this way the one Word of God itself may

promote that unity to which it calls God’s people (see Congregation of Rites, Instruction: Comme le prévoit, 25

January 1969).

It is for these reasons that the bishops of Canada have adopted the New Revised Standard Version of the

Scriptures as the basis of this Lectionary. It is our conviction that this version will best serve the needs of the

Church and make God’s word living and activefor all.

We offer this new Lectionary to the whole Church in the hope that we may be fed at both the table of God’s

word and at the table of the eucharist. In breaking open of God’s word as in the breaking of bread may we

find life to the full, that we too might say with the disciples at Emmaus: “Were not our hearts burning within

us . . . while he was opening the Scriptures to us?” (Lk 24.32)

Sincerely in the Lord,

Most Reverend Raymond J. Lahey

Bishop of St. George’s

Chairman, Episcopal Commission for Liturgy





EDITORIAL NOTE iii

When the present edition of the Lectionary was out

of print, the Episcopal Commission for Liturgy decid-

ed to search for a revised translation of the Bible for

the new edition. Substantial advances in biblical

study since the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in

the nineteen forties have shed new light on passages

whose meanings were obscured by uncertainties or

variations in the text.

Second Editio Typica

This third edition of the Lectionary incorporates the

changes of the second editio typicaof the Order of

Readings for Mass, issued by the Sacred Congrega-

tion for the Sacraments and Divine Worship on

January 21, 1981. Among other changes these pro-

vide for a three year cycle of readings for the Solem-

nities of the Holy Family and the Baptism of the

L o r d .

Criteria for selection

Reading a biblical passage from the printed page, as

we might at home, is different than listening to a text

proclaimed in church. Whatever translation was cho-

sen had to be suitable for proclamation. In addition,

the text had to be faithful to the original languages

of the Bible and render them into a  contemporary

language that is understandable. Using a translation

accepted and used among other Christian denomi-

nations was a consideration expressed in the docu-

ments implementing the reforms of Vatican II. One

translation met these criteria. Long considered as the

most accurate and close to the original languages of

the Scriptures (Hebrew and Greek), the Revised

Standard Version was widely used among Christians

of all denominations. Thus Catholics will notice a dif-

ferent literary style as this edition of the Lectionary is

used in their parishes.

Revision of an approved translation

The RSV is a translation of the Bible confirmed by

the Holy See and approved for liturgical use in

Canada. The revisions of this translation brought

the text up-to-date, both in terms of scholarship and

of contemporary English usage. Two concerns of

the RSV revision committee were to make the text

easier for proclamation and to employ inclusive lan-

guage when the text or meaning obviously applied

to both men and women. Such changes must be

done without altering the meaning of the passage,

without resulting in a contrived text, and without

obscuring the sex of individuals in narratives or

parables. The reader is referred to the Foreword of

the NRSV for a discussion of the mandate of the

RSV translation committee and to the footnotes of

the Bible, which indicate the rephrasing or use of

plural forms in the text.

Variant readings in the Bible

At times when the original text is unclear or when

more than one version of a verse exists among the an-

cient manuscripts [Hebrew and Greek] of the books

of the Bible, critical comments are placed in the notes

or footnotes of the Bible. These notes cannot be du-

plicated in the Lectionary, which follows the biblical

text except in those cases where the variant reading is

favoured by the Latin edition of the Lectionary.

When more than one meaning or translation of a

word or phrase is possible, these are also recorded in

the footnotes of the Bible. One example is the Greek

word adelphoi which may be translated as b r e t h r e n ,

brothers, brothers and sisters, and possibly as friends. I n

such cases the Lectionary follows the biblical text, but

the reader is directed to the Bible for the notes it pro-

vides and to place the reading in context.

A d a p t a t i o n s

To read a passage out of context in the liturgy ne-

cessitates adaptations to the text, as outlined in

the Introduction to the Ordo Lectionum Missaea n d

in the Instruction, Comme le prévoit, issued by the

Congregation for Rites in 1969. These include

the use of an introductory sentence to set the

context, either as simple as “The Lord said” and

“Jesus said to his disciples”; or taking a verse from

the text. New and expanded introductions in this

edition, hopefully will assist in understanding the

Sacred Scriptures as they are proclaimed in the

assembly. 

A second adaptation was to change some words or

phrases, which present no problem in the printed

text, but which might be misleading when the text is

heard. Examples might be: “bier” or “you who.” This

task of the committee preparing the texts for the

Lectionary was done in consultation with biblical

scholars, and with the copyright owners of the NRSV

translation. In this regard, the NRSV is a living trans-

lation, for some of the changes made to avoid awk-

ward pronunciation will find their way into the sec-

ond edition of the NRSV Bible.

Because the appointed passages might begin in the

middle of a sentence, or the translation style of the

NRSV requires, or to provide a fuller introduction or

conclusion, or to provide a fuller meaning, minor

adaptations have been made by including or exclud-

ing some verses, as the case may be, which precede

or follow the passage. These changes have been

marked with a distinctive symbol (++) as required by

the above mentioned documents.

On other occasions minor changes in punctuation,

especially in the letters of Paul, were necessary to

provide sense lines for those who proclaim the word

of God.

EDITORIAL NOTE
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Canadian usage

Other changes have been made to harmonize the bib-

lical texts with current Canadian style. Some of these

include Canadian spelling, metric measurements, and

the avoidance of a word or a grammatical style not in

general use, such as “humankind” or a plural pro-

noun adjective modifying a singular subject.

Passages referring to the Jewish People

Faithful to the guidelines issued by the Secretariat

for Christian Unity, (Commission for Religious

Relations with Judaism, Guidelines and Suggestions,

December 1, 1974) as applies to liturgical and bibli-

cal translations, those passages, especially in the

Gospel of John, in which the term “the Jews” is used

to designate the religious leaders are translated as

“the religious leaders” or “the Jewish authorites.” In

this regard, the guidelines outlined in the Passion

Narratives, (CCCB, 1987) pages 11-13, have been

followed in this edition.

New features

Those who proclaim the word of God in the liturgi-

cal assembly will notice several new features in this

new edition of the Lectionary. Only the text which

is to be proclaimed is printed in black ink. All refer-

ences, titles and instructions which assist readers to

find their places, but often were read by mistake are

now printed in red ink. 

Most noticeable is the change to the conclusion of

the readings and gospel: “The word of the Lord”

and “The gospel of the Lord.” These are part of the

revision of the Roman Missal, and they correspond

more closely to the Latin and to the formula for

Communion. In the past the former conclusions in-

vited the ministers of the word to elevate the

Lectionary as they concluded the reading. The re-

sponse of the assembly is to the proclaimed word

and not to the Lectionary itself.

The important instruction that calls for a time of si-

lence after the first and second readings is now

printed after each reading as a reminder that the

liturgy of the word is a delicate banquet of God’s

word that needs to be savoured by each member of

the Sunday assembly.

Since the gospel acclamation is a sung text, a rubric

reminds all that, if not sung, this acclamation is

omitted. For this reason the verse of the acclama-

tion is printed in red. Like the gospel acclamation,

the psalm is meant to be sung. It is presumed that

the refrain and verses of the psalm will be sung by

the cantor/psalmist from the Catholic Book of

Worship. However, for those occasions when the re-

frain is sung and the verses read, or the rare time

when the refrain and verses are recited, the psalms

in the NRSV translation are provided. This version

of the psalms is more poetic, which may lend itself

to recitation, although providing more a challenge

for proclamation.

At times confusion was caused by placing the read-

ings, Years A, B and C, for a given Sunday in se-

quence. In this new edition, the readings for the

Sundays, Years A, B and C are placed in separate

sections for each liturgical season.

To aid the proclaimers of God’s word, the readings

continue to be laid out in sense lines: long sentences

are divided into separate lines to aid in proclaiming

the scriptures in an intelligent manner. Thus the

Lectionary will assist those whose ministry it is to

open up the meaning of the word of God. The

Lectionary, of course, is an aid; it can never take the

place of faith-filled people who let the word take

flesh in their lives. It is not just the reading of the

word of God that  takes place at the Sunday

Eucharist. It is the living proclamation of the Word

in the life of the body of Christ and in the lives of

each member of the assembly.

Liturgical ministries

The liturgy of the word is a dialogue between God

and the assembly. Thus it would be unusual for the

same person to proclaim the word of God and lead

the response to that word. Different voices rein-

force the dialogue. The lector is God speaking, the

deacon or priest is Christ speaking to the assembly.

The cantor/psalmist and the commentator lead in

the psalm and the intercessions, which are the re-

sponse of God’s people to the proclaimed word.

The genius of the liturgy suggests many voices to

provide a variety, a newness and a richness to the

rite: a separate reader for the first and second read-

ings,  the deacon to proclaim the gospel,  the

presider to reflect on the word in the homily, and

the cantor/psalmist and the commentator to lead

the psalm and announce the intercessions. In this

way the assembly hears in a new way the word of

God, and the presider, as truly the first listener of

the word of God, assists the assembly to reflect on it.

This new edition of the Lectionary is offered in the

hope that, as the liturgy of the word is viewed as an

important component of the eucharist and all sacra-

mental celebrations, so this will be reflected in the

dignity that is ascribed to a book of the word of

God, the Lectionary.



DECREE v

SACRED CONGREGATION FOR DIVINE WORSHIP

DECREE

Prot. n. 106/69

The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy directed that the treasures of the Bible be

opened up more lavishly so that a richer share might be provided for the faithful

as the table of God’s word and a more representative portion of sacred Scripture

be read to the people over a prescribed number of years (article 51). In response

to these directives, the Consilium for the Implementation of the Constitution on

the Liturgy prepared this Lectionary for Mass and Pope Paul VI approved it in the

apostolic constitution Missale Romanum,April 3, 1969.

Therefore this Congregation for Divine Worship, on the express directive of the

Pope, publishes this Order of Readings for Mass, to be used from November 30,

1969, the first Sunday of Advent. Since this date is the beginning of the liturgical

year 1970, the readings used will be from Year B of the Sunday readings and from

Week II of the first readings for the weekdays of Ordinary Time.

Since the editio typicaof the new Order of Readings provides only text references,

it is the responsibility of the conferences of bishops to prepare the complete ver-

nacular texts, following the guidelines in the instruction on the translation of

liturgical texts (Consilium for the Implementation of the Constitution on the

Liturgy, January 25, 1969). Vernacular texts may be taken from Bible translations

already canonically approved for individual regions, with the confirmation of the

Apostolic See. If newly translated, they should be submitted for confirmation to

this Congregation.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

From the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, May 25, 1969, Pentecost

Sunday.

Benno Card. Gut

prefect

A. Bugnini

secretary





DECREE vii

SACRED CONGREGATION FOR THE SACRAMENTS AND DIVINE WORSHIP

DECREE

Prot. CD 240/81

THE SECOND EDITIO TYPICA

The first editio typicaof the Order of Readings for Mass, printed in 1969, was promul-

gated on May 25, 1969 on the express directive of Pope Paul VI. In keeping with the

Constitution on the Liturgy, the purpose of this Order of Readings was to supply the

conferences of bishops with the references for all the biblical readings to be used at

Mass in order that lectionaries in the vernacular would be prepared throughout the

world.

The first edition did not contain the biblical references for readings belonging to the

rites of the sacraments and the other rites that have been published since May 1969.

Also, once the Neo-Vulgate edition of the Bible was completed, the apostolic constitu-

tion Scripturarum thesaurus,April 25, 1969, ruled that thereafter the Neo-Vulgate must

be adopted as the received Latin text for liturgical use.

Because the first editio typicais no longer available, the time seemed right to prepare a

new edition. It differs from the first in the following particulars:

1. The text of the Introduction has been expanded.

2. The Neo-Vulgate edition is the source for the biblical references, in compliance

with the apostolic constitution Scripturarum thesaurus.

3. The edition incorporates all biblical references from the lectionaries for the

rites of sacraments and sacramentals that have been published since the first edition

of the Order of Readings for Mass.

4 It also adds the biblical references for readings belonging to some of the Masses

for various needs and occasions and for readings belonging to the other Masses that

were added in the second editio typicaof the Roman Missal in 1975.

5 This edition also adds optional readings for the celebration of the Holy Family,

the Baptism of the Lord, the Ascension, and Pentecost. Thus these celebrations will

have a fully complete set of biblical texts corresponding to the Lectionary’s arrange-

ment of years A, B, and C for Sundays and the solemnities of the Lord.

Pope John Paul II has by his authority approved this second edition of the Order of

Readings for Mass and the Congregation for the Sacraments and Divine Worship now

officially publishes it and declares it to be the editio typica.

The conferences of bishops are to see to it that future vernacular editions incorporate

the changes contained in this second edition.

Anything to the contrary notwithstanding.

From the Sacred Congregation for the Sacraments of Divine Worship, January 21,

1981.

James R. Card. Knox

prefect

Virgilio Noè

adjunct secretary
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INTRODUCTION

PROLOGUE

CHAPTER I

GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR THE
LITURGICAL CELEBRATION OF THE

WORD OF GOD

1. PRELIMINARIES

a) Importance of the Word of God in a Liturgical

Celebration

1 . Vatican Council II,1 the teaching of the popes,2

and various postconciliar documents of the Roman

c o n g r e g a t i o n s3 have already made many excellent

statements about the importance of the word of God

and about re-establishing the use of Scripture in every

celebration of the liturgy. The Introduction of the

1969 edition of the Order of Readings for Mass has

clearly stated and briefly explained some of the more

important principles.4

On the occasion of this new edition of the Order of

Readings for Mass, requests have come from many

quarters for a more detailed exposition of the same

principles. In response, this expanded and more

helpful arrangement of the Introduction first gives a

general statement on the close relationship between

the word of God and the liturgical celebration,5 t h e n

deals in greater detail with the word of God in the cel-

ebration of Mass, and, finally, explains the precise

structure of the Order of Readings for Mass.

b) Terms Used to Refer to the Word of God

2 . For the sake of clear and precise language on

this topic, a definition of terms might well be expect-

ed as a prerequisite. Nevertheless this Introduction

will simple use the same terms employed in conciliar

and post-conciliar documents. Furthermore it will use

“sacred Scripture” and “word of God” interchange-

ably throughout when referring to the books written

under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, thus avoiding

any confusion of language or meaning.6

c) Significance of the Word of God in the Liturgy

3 . The many riches contained in the one word of

God are admirably brought out in the different kinds

of liturgical celebrations and liturgical assemblies.

This takes place as the unfolding mystery of Christ is

1 See especially Vatican Council II, Constitution on the Liturgy, nos. 7, 24, 33, 35, 48, 51, 52, 56; Dogmatic Constitution on Divine
Revelation, nos. 1, 21, 25, 26; Decree on the Missionary Activity of the Church, no. 6; Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests, no. 18.

2 Among the spoken or written papal statements, see especially: Paul VI, motu proprio Ministeria quaedam, Aug. 15, 1972, no. V: AAS
64 (1972) 532; apostolic exhortation Marialis cultus, Feb. 2, 1974, no. 12: AAS 66 (1974) 125-126; apostolic exhortation Evangelii nun -
t i a n d i, Dec. 8, 1975, nos. 28, 43, 47: AAS 68 (1976) 24-25, 33-34, 36-37. John Paul II, apostolic constitution Scripturarum thesaurus, April
25, 1979: in Nova Vulgata Bibliorum Sacrorum(Vatican Polyglot Press, 1979) V-VIII; apostolic exhortation Catechesi tradendae, Oct. 16,
1979, nos. 23, 27 and 48: AAS 71 (1979) 1296-1297, 1298-1299 and 1316; epistle Dominicae Cenae, Feb. 24, 1980, no. 10: AAS 72 (1980)
1 3 4 - 1 3 7 .

3 See, for example, Congregation of Rites, instruction Eucharisticum Mysterium, May 25, 1967, no. 10: AAS 59 (1967) 547-548.
Congregation for Divine Worship, instruction Liturgicae instaurationes, Sept. 5, 1970, no. 2: AAS 62 (1970) 695-696. Congregation for the
Clergy, Directorium catechisticum generale, April 11, 1971, nos. 10-12 and 25: AAS 64 (1972) 106-107 and 114. Congregation for Divine
Worship, General Instruction of the Roman Missal, nos. 9, 11, 24, 33, 60, 62, 316, 320. Congregation for Catholic Education, instruction
on liturgical formation in seminaries In ecclesiasticam, June 3, 1979, nos. 11, 52, and Appendix, no. 15. Congregation for the Sacraments
and Divine Worship, instruction Inaestimabile Donum, April 3, 1980, nos. 1, 2, 3: AAS 72 (1980) 333-334.

4 See The Roman Missalrevised by decree of the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council, published by authority of Pope Paul VI (here-
after, The Roman Missal), Lectionary for Mass (1969; Eng. tr. 1969), Introduction, nos. 1-7; decree of promulgation: AAS 61 (1969)
5 4 8 - 5 4 9 .

5 See Vatican Council II, Constitution on the Liturgy, nos. 35, 56, Paul VI, apostolic exhortation Evangelii nuntiandi, Dec. 8, 1975, nos.
28, 47: AAS 68 (1976) 24-25, 36-37. John Paul II, epistle Dominicae Cenae, Feb. 24, 1980, nos. 10, 11, 12: AAS 72 (1980) 134-146.

6 For example, the terms, word of God, sacred Scripture, Old and New Testament, reading(s) of the word of God, reading(s) for sacred Scripture, cel-
ebration(s) of the word of God,etc.



recalled during the course of the liturgical year, as the

Church’s sacraments and sacramentals are celebrat-

ed, or as the faithful respond individually to the Holy

Spirit working within them.7 For then the liturgical

celebration, based primarily on the word of God and

sustained by it, becomes a new event and enriches the

word itself with new meaning and power. Thus in the

liturgy the Church faithfully adheres to the way Christ

himself read and explained the Scriptures, beginning

with the “today” of his coming forward in the syna-

gogue and urging all to search the Scriptures.8

2. LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE WORD

OF GOD

a) Proper Character of the Word of God in the Liturgical

Celebration

4 . In the celebration of the liturgy the word of

God is not voiced in only one way9 nor does it always

stir the hearts of the hearers with the same power.

Always, however, Christ is present in his word;1 0 as he

carries out the mystery of salvation, he sanctifies us

and offers the Father perfect worship.1 1

Moreover, the word of God unceasingly calls to mind

and extends the plan of salvation, which achieves its

fullest expression in the liturgy. The liturgical celebra-

tion becomes therefore the continuing, complete,

and effective presentation of God’s word.

That word constantly proclaimed in the liturgy is al-

ways, then, a living, active word1 2 through the power

of the Holy Spirit. It expresses the Father’s love that

never fails in its effectiveness toward us.

b) The Word of God in the Plan of Salvation

5 . When in celebrating the liturgy the Church pro-

claims both the Old and the New Testament, it is pro-

claiming one and the same mystery of Christ.

The New Testament lies hidden in the Old; the Old

Testament comes fully to light in the New.1 3 C h r i s t

himself is the center and fullness of all of Scripture, as

he is of the entire liturgy.1 4 Thus the Scriptures are

the living waters from which all who seek life and sal-

vation must drink.

The more profound our understanding of the liturgi-

cal celebration, the higher our appreciation of the

importance of God’s word. Whatever we say of the

one, we can in turn say of the other, because each re-

calls the mystery of Christ and each in its own way

causes that mystery to be ever present.

c) The Word of God in the Liturgical Participation of the

Faithful

6 . In celebrating the liturgy, the Church faithfully

echoes the Amen that Christ, the mediator between

God and humanity, uttered once for all as he shed his

blood to seal God’s new covenant in the Holy Spirit.1 5

When God shares his word with us, he awaits our re-

sponse, that is, our listening and our adoring “in

Spirit and in truth” (John 4:23). The Holy Spirit

makes our response effective, so that what we hear in

the celebration of the liturgy we carry out in the way

we live: “Be doers of the word and not hearers only”

(James 1:22).

The liturgical celebration and the faithful’s participa-

tion receive outward expression in actions, gestures,
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and words. These derive their full meaning not simply

from their origin in human experience but from the

word of God and the economy of salvation, their

point of reference. Accordingly, the faithful’s partici-

pation in the liturgy increases to the degree that as

they listen to the word of God spoken in the liturgy

they strive harder to commit themselves to the Word

of God made flesh in Christ. They endeavor to con-

form their way of life to what they celebrate in the

liturgy, and then in turn to bring to the celebration of

the liturgy all that they do in life.1 6

3.THE WORD OF GOD IN THE LIFE OF THE

“PEOPLE OF THE COVENANT”

a) The Word of God in the Church’s Life

7 . In the hearing of God’s word the Church is

built up and grows, and in the signs of the liturgical

celebration God’s many wonderful, past works in the

history of salvation are symbolically presented anew.

God in turn makes use of the assembly of the faithful

who celebrate the liturgy in order that his word may

speed on in triumph and his name be exalted among

all peoples.1 7

Whenever, therefore, the Church, gathered by the

Holy Spirit for liturgical celebration,1 8 announces and

proclaims the word of God, it has the experience of

being a new people in whom the covenant made in

the past is fulfilled. Baptism and confirmation in the

Spirit have made all the faithful messengers of God’s

word because of the grace of hearing they have re-

ceived. They must therefore be the bearers of the

same word in the Church and in the world, at least by

the witness of their way of life.

The word of God proclaimed in the celebration of his

mysteries does not address present conditions along

but looks back to past events and forward to what is

yet to come. Thus God’s word shows us what we

should hope for with such a longing that in this

changing world our hearts will be set on the place of

our true joy.1 9

b) How the Word of God is Proposed in the Church

8 . By Christ’s own will there is an ordered diversity

of members in the new people of God and each has

different duties and responsibilities toward the word

of God. Accordingly, the faithful listen to God’s word

and dwell on its meaning, but only those expound the

word of God who have the office of teaching by virtue

of ordination or who have been entrusted with exer-

cising that ministry.

This is how in teaching, life, and worship the Church

keeps alive and passes on to every generation all that

it is, all that it believes. Thus with the passage of the

centuries, the Church is ever to advance toward the

fullness of divine truth until God’s word is wholly ac-

complished in it.2 0

c) Connection Between the Word of God Proclaimed and

the Working of the Holy Spirit

9 . The working of the Holy Spirit is needed if the

word of God is to make what we hear outwardly have

its effect inwardly. Because of the Holy Spirit’s inspira-

tion and support, the word of God becomes the foun-

dation of the liturgical celebration and the rule and

support of all our life.

The working of the Holy Spirit precedes, accompa-

nies, and brings to completion the whole celebration

of the liturgy. But the Spirit also brings home2 1 t o

each person individually everything that in the procla-

mation of the word of God is spoken for the good of

the whole assembly of the faithful. In strengthening

the unity of all, the Holy Spirit at the same time fos-

ters a diversity of gifts and furthers their multiform

o p e r a t i o n .

d) Close Relationship Between the Word of God and the

Mystery of the Eucharist

1 0 . The Church has honored the word of God and

the eucharistic mystery with the same reverence, al-

though not with the same worship, and has always

and everywhere intended and endorsed such honor.
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Moved by the example of its Founder, the Church has

never ceased to celebrate his paschal mystery by com-

ing together to read “in all the Scriptures the things

written about him” (Luke 24:27) and to carry out the

work of salvation through the celebration of the

memorial of the Lord and through the sacraments.

“The preaching of the word is necessary for the sacra-

mental ministry. For the sacraments are sacraments of

faith and faith has its origin and sustenance in the

w o r d . ”2 2

The Church is nourished spiritually at the table of

God’s word and at the table of the eucharist:2 3 f r o m

the one it grows in wisdom and from the other in ho-

liness. In the word of God the divine covenant is an-

nounced; in the eucharist the new and everlasting

covenant is renewed. The spoken word of God brings

to mind the history of salvation; the eucharist embod-

ies it in the sacramental signs of the liturgy.

It can never be forgotten, therefore, that the divine

word read and proclaimed by the Church is the

liturgy has as its one goal the sacrifice of the New

Covenant and the banquet of grace, that is, the eu-

charist. The celebration of Mass in which the word is

heard and the eucharist is offered and received

forms but one single act of divine worship.2 4 That act

offers the sacrifice of praise to God and makes avail-

able to God’s creatures the fullness of redemption.
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CHAPTER II

CELEBRATION OF THE LITURGY OF
THE WORD AT MASS

1. ELEMENTS OF THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

AND THEIR RITES

1 1 . “Readings from Scripture and the chants be-

tween the readings form the main part of the liturgy

of the word. The homily, profession of faith, and gen-

eral intercessions or prayer of the faithful expand and

complete this part of the Mass.”2 5

a) Biblical Readings

1 2 . In the celebration of Mass the biblical readings

with their accompanying scriptural chants may not be

omitted, shortened, or, worse still, replaced by non-

biblical readings.2 6 For it is from the word of God

handed down in writing that even now “God is speak-

ing to his people”2 7 and it is from the continued use

of Scripture that the people of God, docile to the

Holy Spirit under the light of faith, receive the power

to be Christ’s living witnesses before the world.

1 3 . The reading of the gospel is the high point of

the liturgy of the word. For this the other readings, in

their established sequence from the Old to the New

Testament, prepare the assembly.

1 4 . A speaking style on the part of the readers that

is audible, clear, and intelligent is the first means of

transmitting the word of God properly to the assem-

bly. The readings, taken from the approved editions,2 8

may be sung in a way suited to different languages.

This singing, however, must serve to stress the words,

not obscure them. On occasion when the readings

are in Latin, they are to be sung to the melody given

in the Ordo cantus Missae.2 9

1 5 . There may be concise introductions before the

readings, especially the first. The style proper to such

comments must be respected, that is, they must be

simple, faithful to the text, brief, well prepared, and

properly varied to suit the text they introduce.3 0

1 6 . In a Mass with a congregation the readings are

always to be proclaimed at the lectern.3 1

1 7 . Of all the rites connected with the liturgy of the

word, the reverence due to the gospel reading must

receive special attention.3 2 Where there is a Book of

the Gospels that has been carried in by the deacon or

reader during the entrance procession,3 3 it is most fit-

ting that the deacon or a priest, when there is no dea-

con, take the book from the altar3 4 and carry it to the

lectern. He is preceded by servers with candles and

incense or other symbols of reverence that may be
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c u stomary. As the faithful stand and acclaim the

Lord, they show honor to the Book of the Gospels.

The deacon who is to read the gospel, bowing in

front of the one presiding, asks and receives the bless-

ing. When no deacon is present, the priest, bowing

before the altar, prays quietly: Almighty God, cleanse my

h e a r t . . .3 5

At the lectern the one who proclaims the gospel

greets the people, who are standing, and announces

the reading as he makes the sign of the cross on fore-

head, mouth, and breast. If incense is used, he next

incenses the book, then reads the gospel. When fin-

ished, he kisses the book, saying the appointed words

q u i e t l y .

Even if the gospel itself is not sung, it is appropriate

for The Lord be with you. A reading from the holy gospel...,

and at the end The Gospel of the Lord to be sung, in or-

der that the assembly may also sing its acclamations.

This is a way both of bringing out the importance of

the gospel reading and of stirring up the faith of

those who hear it.

1 8 . At the conclusion of the other readings, T h e

word of the Lordmay be sung, even by someone other

than the reader; all respond with the acclamation. In

this way the gathered assembly pays reverence to the

word of God it has listened to in faith and gratitude.

b) Responsorial Psalm

1 9 . The responsorial psalm, also called the gradual,

has great liturgical and pastoral significance because

it is “an integral part of the liturgy of the word.”3 6

Accordingly, the people must be continually instruct-

ed on the way to perceive the word of God speaking

in the psalms and to turn these psalms into the prayer

of the Church. This, of course, “will be achieved more

readily if a deeper understanding of the psalms, in

the meaning in which they are used in the liturgy, is

more diligently promoted among the clergy and com-

municated to all the faithful by means of appropriate

c a t e c h e s i s . ”3 7

A brief remark may be helpful about the choice of

the psalm and response as well as their correspon-

dence to the readings.

2 0 . As a rule the responsorial psalm should be sung.

There are two established ways of singing the psalm

after the first reading: responsorially and directly. In

responsorial singing, which, as far as possible, is to be

given preference, the psalmist or cantor of the psalm

sings the psalm verse and the whole congregation

joins in by singing the response. In direct singing of

the psalm there is no intervening response by the

community; either the psalmist or cantor of the psalm

sings the psalm alone as the community listens or else

all sing it together.

2 1 . The singing of the psalm, or even of the re-

sponse alone, is a great help toward understand-

ing and meditating on the psalm’s spiritual mean-

i n g .

To foster the congregation’s singing, every means

available in the various cultures is to be employed. In

particular, use is to be made of all the relevant op-

tions provided in the Order of Readings for Mass3 8 r e-

garding responses corresponding to the different

liturgical seasons.

2 2 . When not sung, the psalm after the reading is

to be recited in a manner conducive to meditation on

the word of God.3 9

The responsorial psalm is sung or recited by the

psalmist or cantor at the lectern.4 0

c) Acclamation Before the Reading of the Gospel

2 3 . The Alleluia or, as the liturgical season re-

quires, the verse before the gospel, is also a “rite or

act standing by itself.”4 1 It serves as the assembled

faithful’s greeting of welcome to the Lord who is
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about to speak to them and as an expression of their

faith through song.

The Alleluia or the verse before the gospel must be

sung and during it all stand. It is not to be sung only

by the cantor who intones it or by the choir, but by

the whole congregation together.4 2

d) Homily

2 4 . Through the course of the liturgical year the

homily sets for the mysteries of faith and the stan-

dards of the Christian life on the basis of the sacred

text.  Beginning with the Constitution on the

Liturgy, the homily as part of the liturgy of the

w o r d4 3 has been repeatedly and strongly recom-

mended and in some cases it is obligatory. As a rule

it is to be given by the one presiding.4 4 The purpose

of the homily at Mass is that the spoken word of God

and the liturgy of the eucharist may together be-

come “a proclamation of God’s wonderful works in

the history of salvation, the mystery of Christ.”4 5

Through the readings and homily Christ’s paschal

mystery is proclaimed; through the sacrifice of the

Mass it becomes present.4 6 Moreover Christ himself

is also always present and active in the preaching of

his Church.4 7

Whether the homily explains the biblical word of

God proclaimed in the readings or some other text

of the liturgy,48 it must always lead the community of

the faithful to celebrate the eucharist wholehearted-

ly, “so that they may hold fast in their lives to what

they have grasped by their faith.”49 From this living

explanation, the word of God proclaimed in the

readings and the Church’s celebration of the day’s

liturgy will have greater impact. But this demands

that the homily be truly the fruit of meditation,

carefully prepared, neither too long nor too short,

and suited to all those present, even children and

the uneducated.50

At a concelebration, the celebrant or one of the con-

celebrants as a rule gives the homily.5 1

2 5 . On the prescribed days, that is, Sundays and

holydays of obligation, there must be a homily in all

Masses celebrated with a congregation, even Masses

on the preceding evening.5 2 There is also to be a homi-

ly in Masses with children and with special groups.5 3

A homily is strongly recommended on the weekdays

of Advent, Lent, and the Easter season for the sake of

the faithful who regularly take part in the celebration

of Mass; also on other feasts and occasions when a

large congregation is present.5 4

2 6 . The priest celebrant gives the homily either at

the chair, standing or sitting, or at the lectern.5 5

2 7 . Any necessary announcements are to be kept

completely separate from the homily; they must take

place following the prayer after communion.5 6

e) Silence

2 8 . The liturgy of the word must be celebrated in a

way that fosters meditation; clearly, any sort of haste
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that hinders reflectiveness must be avoided. The dia-

logue between God and his people taking place

through the Holy Spirit demands short intervals of si-

lence, suited to the assembly, as an opportunity to

take the word of God to heart and to prepare a re-

sponse to it in prayer.

Proper times for silence during the liturgy of the

word are, for example, before this liturgy begins, after

the first and the second reading, after the homily.5 7

f) Profession of Faith

2 9 . The symbol or profession of faith, said when the

rubrics require, has as its purpose in the celebration

of Mass that the gathered faithful may respond and

give assent to the word of God heard in the readings

and through the homily, and that before they begin

to celebrate in the eucharist the mystery of faith they

may call to mind the rule of faith in a formulary ap-

proved by the Church.5 8

g) General Intercessions or Prayer of the Faithful

3 0 . Enlightened by God’s word and in a sense re-

sponding to it, the assembly of the faithful prays in

the general intercessions as a rule for the needs of the

universal Church and the local community, for the

salvation of the world and those oppressed by any

burden, and for special categories of people.

The celebrant introduces the prayer; the deacon, an-

other minister, or some of the faithful may propose

intentions that are short and phrased with a measure

of flexibility. In these petitions “the people, exercising

their priestly function, make intercession for all,”5 9

with the result that, as the liturgy of the word has its

full effects in them, they are better prepared to pro-

ceed to the liturgy of the eucharist.

3 1 . For the general intercessions the celebrant pre-

sides at the chair and the intentions are announced at

the lectern.6 0

The congregation takes part in the general inter-

cessions while standing and by saying or singing a

common response after each intention or by silent

p r a y e r .6 1

2. AIDS TO THE PROPER CELEBRATION OF

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

a) Place for Proclaiming the Word of God

3 2 . There must be a place in the church that is

somewhat elevated, fixed, and of a suitable design

and nobility. It should reflect the dignity of God’s

word and be a clear reminder to the people that in

the Mass the table of God’s word and of Christ’s body

is placed before them.6 2 The place for the reading

must also truly help the people’s listening and atten-

tion during the liturgy of the word. Great pain must

therefore be taken, in keeping with the design of

each church, over the harmonious and close relation-

ship of the lectern with the altar.

3 3 . Either permanently or at least on occasions of

greater solemnity, the lectern should be decorated

simply and in keeping with its design.

Since the lectern is the place from which the minis-

ters proclaim the word of God, it must of its nature be

reserved for the readings. the responsorial psalm, and

the Easter proclamation (Exsultet). The lectern may

rightly be used for the homily and the general inter-

cessions, however, because of their close connection

with the entire liturgy of the word. It is better for the

commentator, cantor, or director of singing, for ex-

ample, not to use the lectern.6 3

3 4 . In order that the lectern may properly serve its

liturgical purpose, it is to be rather large, since on oc-

casion several ministers must use it at the same time.

Provision must also be made for the readers to have

enough light to read the text and, as required, to

have sound equipment enabling the congregation to

hear them without difficulty.

b) Books for Proclamation of the Word of God

3 5 . Along with the ministers, the actions, the

lectern, and other elements, the books containing

the readings of the word of God remind the hear-

ers of the presence of God speaking to his people.

Since, in liturgical celebrations the books too serve

as signs and symbols of the sacred, care must be
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taken to ensure that they truly are worthy and

b e a u t i f u l .6 4

3 6 . The proclamation of the gospel always stands as

the high point of the liturgy of the word. Thus the

liturgical traditions of both the East and the West

have consistently continued to preserve some distinc-

tion between the books for the readings. The Book of

the Gospels was always designed with the utmost care

and was more ornate and shown greater respect than

any of the other books of readings. In our times also,

then, it is very desirable that cathedrals and at least

the larger, more populous parishes and the churches

with a larger attendance possess a beautifully de-

signed Book of the Gospels, separate from the other

book of readings. For good reason it is the Book of

the Gospels that is presented to the deacon at his or-

dination and that is laid upon the head of the bishop-

elect and held there at his ordination.6 5

3 7 . Because of the dignity of the word of God, the

books of readings used in the celebration are not to

be replaced by other pastoral aids, for example, by

leaflets printed for the faithful’s preparation of the

readings or for their personal meditation.

CHAPTER III

OFFICES AND MINISTRIES IN
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LITURGY

OF THE WORD WITHIN MASS

1. FUNCTION OF THE ONE PRESIDING AT THE

LITURGY OF THE WORD

3 8 . The one presiding at the liturgy of the word

brings the spiritual nourishment it contains to those

present, especially in the homily. Even if he too is a

listener to the word of God proclaimed by others, the

duty of proclaiming it has been entrusted above all to

him. Personally or through others he sees to it that

the word of God is properly proclaimed. He then as a

rule reserves to himself the task of composing com-

ments to help the people to listen more attentively

and to preach a homily that fosters in them a richer

understanding of the word of God.

3 9 . The first requirement for one who is to preside

over the celebration is a thorough knowledge of the

structure of the Order of Readings so that he will

know how to inspire good effects in the hearts of the

faithful. Through study and prayer he must also de-

velop a full understanding of the coordination and

connection of the various texts in the liturgy of the

word, so that the Order of Readings will become the

source of a sound understanding of the mystery of

Christ and his saving work.

4 0 . The one presiding is to make ready use of the

various options provided in the Lectionary regarding

readings, responses, responsorial psalms, and gospel

a c c l a m a t i o n s ;6 6 but he is to do so with the agreement6 7

of all concerned and after listening to the faithful in

regard to what belongs to them.6 8

4 1 . The one presiding exercises his proper office

and the ministry of the word of God also as he

preaches the homily.6 9 In this way he leads his broth-

ers and sisters to an affective knowledge of holy

Scripture. He opens their souls to gratitude for the

wonderful works of God. He strengthens their faith in

the word that in the celebration becomes a sacrament

through the Holy Spirit. Finally, he prepares them for

a fruitful reception of communion and invites them

to embrace the demands of the Christian life.

4 2 . The one presiding is responsible for preparing

the faithful for the liturgy of the word on occasion by

means of introductions before the readings.7 0 T h e s e

comments can help the gathered assembly toward a

better hearing of the word of God, because they enliv-

en the people’s faith and their desire for good. He

may also carry out this responsibility through other

persons, the deacon, for example, or a commentator.7 1

4 3 . As he directs the general intercessions and

through their introduction and conclusion connects
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them, if possible with the day’s readings and the

homily, the one presiding leads the faithful toward

the liturgy of the eucharist.7 2

2. ROLE OF THE FAITHFUL IN THE LITURGY OF

THE WORD

4 4 . Christ’s word gathers the people of God as one

and increases and sustains them. “This applies above

all to the liturgy of the word in the celebration of

Mass: there is an inseparable union between the

proclamation of the death of the Lord, the response

of the people listening, and the offering through

which Christ has confirmed the New Covenant in his

blood. The people share in this offering by their in-

ner intentions and the reception of the sacrament.”7 3

For “not only when things are read ‘that were written

for our instruction’ (Romans 15: 4), but also when

the Church prays or sings or acts, the faith of those

taking part is nourished and their minds are raised to

God, so that they may offer him their worship as intel-

ligent beings and receive his grace more

a b u n d a n t l y . ”7 4

4 5 . In the liturgy of the word, the congregation of

the faithful still today receives from God the word of

his covenant through the faith that comes by hearing.

The faithful must respond to that word in the same

faith so that more and more they may become the

people of the New Covenant.

The people of God have a spiritual right to receive

abundantly from the treasury of God’s word. Its riches

are presented to them through use of the Order of

Readings, the homily, and pastoral efforts.

For their part, the faithful at the celebration of Mass

are to listen to the word of God with an inward and

outward reverence that will bring them continuous

growth in the spiritual life and draw them more

deeply into the mystery they celebrate.7 5

4 6 . As a help toward celebrating the memorial of

the Lord with devotion, the faithful should be keenly

aware of the one presence of Christ in both the word

of God - “it is he who speaks when the holy Scriptures

are read in the Church” - and “especially under the

eucharistic elements.”7 6

4 7 . To be received and integrated into the life of

Christ’s faithful, the word of God demands a living

f a i t h .7 7 Hearing the word of God unceasingly pro-

claimed arouses that faith.

The Scriptures, and above all in their liturgical procla-

mation, are the source of life and power. As Paul at-

tests, the Gospel is the saving power of God for every-

one who believes.7 8 Love of the Scriptures is therefore

the force that renews the entire people of God.7 9 A l l

the faithful without exception must therefore always

be ready to listen gladly to God’s word.8 0 When this

word is proclaimed in the Church and put into living

practice, it enlightens the faithful through the work-

ing of the Holy Spirit and draws them into the entire

mystery of the Lord as a reality to be lived.8 1 The word

of God reverently received moves the heart and its de-

sires toward conversion and toward a life filled with

both individual and community faith,8 2 since God’s

word is the sustenance of the Christian life and the

source of the prayer of the entire Church.8 3

4 8 . The close connection between the liturgy of the

word and the liturgy of the eucharist in the Mass

should prompt the faithful to be present right from

the beginning of the celebration,8 4 to take part atten-

tively, and to dispose themselves to hear the word, es-

pecially by learning beforehand more about
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Scripture. That same connection should also awaken

in them a desire for a liturgical understanding of the

texts read and for the willingness to respond through

s i n g i n g .8 5

When they hear the word of God and reflect deeply

on it, the faithful receive the power to respond to it

actively with full faith, hope, and charity through

prayer and self-giving, and not only during Mass but

in their entire Christian life.

3. MINISTRIES IN THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

4 9 . Liturgical tradition assigns responsibility for the

biblical readings in the celebration of Mass to minis-

ters: to readers and the deacon. But when there is no

deacon or another priest present, the priest celebrant

is to read the gospel8 6 and when there is no reader

present, all the readings.8 7

5 0 . The deacon’s part in the liturgy of the word at

Mass is to proclaim the gospel, sometimes to give the

homily, as occasion suggests, and to propose the in-

tentions of the general intercessions to the people.8 8

5 1 . “The reader has his own proper function in the

eucharistic celebration and should exercise this even

though ministers of a higher rank may be present.”8 9

The reader’s ministry, which is conferred through a

liturgical rite, must be held in respect. When there

are instituted readers available, they are to carry out

their office at least on Sundays and major feasts, espe-

cially at the principal Mass of the day. These readers

may also be given responsibility for assisting in the

planning of the liturgy of the word, and, to the extent

necessary, of seeing to the preparation of others of

the faithful who may be appointed on a given occa-

sion to serve as readers at Mass.9 0

5 2 . The liturgical assembly truly requires readers,

even those not instituted. Proper measures must

therefore be taken to ensure that there are qualified

laypersons who have been trained to carry out this

m i n i s t r y .9 1 Whenever there is more than one reading,

it is better to assign the readings to different readers,

if available.

5 3 . In Masses without a deacon, the function of an-

nouncing the intentions for the general interces-

sions is to be assigned to the cantor, particularly

when they are to be sung, to a reader, or to another

p e r s o n .9 2

5 4 . During the celebration of Mass with a congrega-

tion a second priest, a deacon, and an instituted read-

er must wear the distinctive vestment of their office

when they go to the lectern to read the word of God.

Those who carry out the ministry of reader just for

the occasion or even regularly but without institution

may go to the lectern in ordinary attire that is in keep-

ing with local custom.

5 5 . “It is necessary that those who exercise the

ministry of reader, even if they have not received in-

stitution, be truly qualified and carefully prepared so

that the faithful may develop a warm and living love

for Scripture from listening to the sacred texts

r e a d . ”9 3

Their preparation must above all be spiritual, but

what may be called a technical preparation is also

needed. The spiritual preparation presupposes at

least a biblical and liturgical formation. The purpose

of their biblical formation is to give readers the ability

to understand the readings in context and to perceive

by the light of faith the central point of the revealed

message. The liturgical formation ought to equip the

readers to have some grasp of the meaning and struc-

ture of the liturgy of the word and of the significance
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of its connection with the liturgy of the eucharist. The

technical preparation should make the readers more

skilled in the art of reading publicly, either with the

power of their own voice or with the help of sound

e q u i p m e n t .

5 6 . The psalmist, that is the cantor of the psalm, is

responsible for singing, responsorially or directly, the

chants between the readings – the psalm or other bib-

lical canticle, the gradual and Alleluia, or other chant.

The psalmist may, as occasion requires, intone the

Alleluia and verse.9 4

For carrying out the function of psalmist it is advanta-

geous to have in each ecclesial community laypersons

with a talent for singing and correct diction. The

points made about the formation of readers apply to

cantors as well.

5 7 . The commentator also fulfills a genuine liturgi-

cal ministry, which consists in presenting to the assem-

bly of the faithful, from a suitable place, relevant ex-

planations and comments that are clear, of marked

simplicity, meticulously prepared, as a rule written out,

and approved beforehand by the celebrant.9 5
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CHAPTER IV

GENERAL PLAN OF THE READINGS
FOR MASS

1. PASTORAL AIM OF THE ORDER OF

READINGS FOR MASS

5 8 . On the basis of the intention of Vatican Council

II, the Order of Readings provided by the Lectionary

of the Roman Missal has been composed above all for

a pastoral purpose. To achieve this aim, not only the

principles underlying this new Order of Readings but

also the lists of texts that it provides have been dis-

cussed and revised over and over again, with the co-

operation of a great many experts in exegesis, pas-

toral studies, catechetics, and liturgy from all parts of

the world. The Order of Readings is the fruit of this

combined effort.

The prolonged use of this Order of Readings to pro-

claim and explain sacred Scripture in the eucharistic

celebration will, it is hoped, prove to be an effective

step toward achieving the objective stated repeatedly

by Vatican Council II.9 6

5 9 . The decision on revising the Lectionary for

Mass was to draw up and edit a single, rich, and full

Order of Readings that would be in complete accord

with the intent and prescriptions of the Council.9 7 A t

the same time, however, the Order was meant to be of

a kind that would meet the requirements and usages

of particular Churches and liturgical assemblies. For

this reason, those responsible for the revision took

pains to safeguard the liturgical tradition of the

Roman Rite, but valued highly the merits of all the

systems of selecting, arranging, and using the biblical

readings in other liturgical families and in certain par-

ticular Churches. The revisers made use of those ele-

ments that experience has confirmed, but with an ef-

fort to avoid certain shortcomings found in the

preceding form of the tradition.

6 0 . The present Order of Readings for Mass, then,

is an arrangement of biblical readings that provides

the faithful with a knowledge of the whole of God’s

word, in a pattern suited to the purpose.  Throughout

the liturgical year, but above all during the seasons of

Easter, Lent, and Advent, the choice and sequence of

readings are aimed at giving the faithful an ever-deep-

ening perception of the faith they profess and of the

history of salvation.9 8 Accordingly, the Order of

Readings corresponds to the requirements and inter-

ests of the Christian people.

6 1 . The celebration of the liturgy is not in itself sim-

ply a form of catechesis, but it does contain an ele-

ment of teaching. The Lectionary of the Roman

Missal brings this out9 9 and therefore deserves to be

regarded as a pedagogical resource aiding catechesis.

This is so because the Order of Readings for Mass apt-

ly presents from Scripture the principal deeds and

words belonging to the history of salvation. As its

many phases and events are recalled in the liturgy of

the word, the faithful will come to see that the history

of salvation is contained here and now in the repre-
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sentation of Christ’s paschal mystery celebrated

through the eucharist.

6 2 . The pastoral advantage of having in the Roman

Rite a single Order of Readings for the Lectionary is

obvious on other grounds. All the faithful, particular-

ly those who for various reasons do not always take

part in Mass with the same assembly, will everywhere

be able to hear the same readings on any given day or

in any liturgical season and to reflect on the applica-

tion of these readings to their own circumstances.

This is the case even in places that have no priest and

where a deacon or someone else deputed by the bish-

op conducts a celebration of the word of God.1 0 0

6 3 . Pastors may wish to respond specifically from

the word of God to the concerns of their own congre-

gations. Although they must be mindful that they are

above all to be the heralds of the entire mystery of

Christ and the Gospel, they may rightfully use the op-

tions provided in the Order of Readings for Mass.

This applies particularly to the celebration of a ritual

or votive Mass, a Mass in honor of the saints, or one of

the Masses for various needs and occasions. In the

light of the general norms, special faculties are grant-

ed for the readings in Masses with particular groups.1 0 1

2. PRINCIPLES USED IN DRAWING UP THE OR-

DER OF READINGS FOR MASS

6 4 . To achieve the purpose of the Order of Read-

ings for Mass the parts have been selected and ar-

ranged in such a way as to take into account the se-

quence of the liturgical seasons and the

hermeneutical principles discovered and formulated

through contemporary biblical research.

It was judged helpful to state here the principles guid-

ing the composition of the Order of Readings for Mass.

a) Selection of Texts

6 5 . The course of readings in the Proper of Seasons

is arranged as follows. Sundays and the solemnities of

the Lord present the more important biblical pas-

sages. In this way the more significant parts of God’s

revealed word can be read to the assembly of the

faithful within a reasonable period of time. Weekday

presents a second series of texts from Scripture and in

a sense these complement the message of salvation

explained on Sundays and the solemnities of the

Lord. But neither series in these main parts of the

Order of Readings – the series for Sundays and the

solemnities of the Lord and for weekdays - depends

on the other. The Order of Readings for Sundays and

the solemnities of the Lord extends over three years;

for weekdays, over two. Thus each runs its course in-

dependently of the other.

The course of readings in other parts of the Order of

Readings is governed by its own rules. This applies to

the series of readings for celebrations of the saints, rit-

ual Masses, Masses for various needs and occasions,

votive Masses, or Masses for the dead.

b) Arrangement of the Readings for Sundays and

Solemnities of the Lord

6 6 . The following are features proper to the read-

ings for Sundays and the solemnities of the Lord.

1 . Each Mass has three readings: the first from the

Old Testament, the second from an apostle (that is,

either from a letter or from Revelation, depending on

the season), and the third from the gospels. This ar-

rangement brings out the unity of the Old and New

Testaments and of the history of salvation, in which

Christ is the central figure, commemorated in his

paschal mystery.

2 . A more varied and richer reading of Scripture

on Sunday and the solemnities of the Lord results

from the three-year cycle provided for three days, in

that the same texts are read only every fourth year.1 0 2

3 . The principles governing the Order of Read-

ings for Sundays and the solemnities of the Lord are

called the principles of “harmony” and “semicontinu-

ous reading.” One or the other applies according to

the different seasons of the year and the distinctive

character of the particular liturgical season.
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6 7 . The best instance of harmony between the Old

and New Testament readings occurs when it is one

that Scripture itself suggests. This is the case when the

teaching and events recounted in texts of the New

Testament bear a more or less explicit relationship to

the teaching and events of the Old Testament. The

present Order of Readings selects Old Testament

texts mainly because of their correlation with New

Testament texts read in the same Mass, and particu-

larly with the gospel text.

Harmony of another kind exists between texts of the

readings for each Mass during Advent, Lent, and

Easter, the seasons that have a distinctive importance

or character.

In contrast, the Sundays in Ordinary Time do not

have a distinctive character. Thus the texts of both the

apostolic and gospel readings are arranged in an or-

der of semicontinuous reading, whereas the Old

Testament reading is harmonized with the gospel.

6 8 . The decision was made not to extend to Sun-

days the arrangement suited to the liturgical seasons

mentioned, that is, not to have an organic harmony

of themes designed to aid homiletic instruction. Such

an arrangement would be in conflict with the gen-

uine conception of liturgical celebration. The liturgy

is always the celebration of the mystery of Christ and

makes use of the word of God on the basis of its own

tradition, guided not by merely logical or extrinsic

concerns but by the desire to proclaim the Gospel

and to lead those who believe to the fullness of truth.

c) Arrangement of the Readings for Weekdays

6 9 . The weekday readings have been arranged in

the following way:

1 . Each Mass has two readings: the first is from the

Old Testament or from an apostle (from a letter or

Revelation), and during the Easter season from Acts;

the second, from the gospels.

2 . The yearly cycle for Lent has its proper princi-

ples of arrangements, which take into account the

baptismal and penitential themes of this season.

3 . The cycle for the weekdays of Advent, the

Christmas season, and the Easter season is also yearly

and the readings thus remain the same each year.

4 . For the thirty-four weeks of Ordinary Time, the

gospel readings are arranged in a singly cycle, repeat-

ed each year. But the first reading is arranged in a

two-year cycle and is thus read every other year. Year I

is used during odd numbered years; Year II, during

even-numbered years.

Like the Order for Sundays and the solemnities of the

Lord, then, the weekday Order of Readings is gov-

erned by similar application of the principles of har-

mony and semicontinuous reading, especially in the

case of seasons with their own distinctive character.

d) Readings for Celebrations of the Saints

7 0 . Two groups of readings are provided for cele-

brations of the saints:

1 . The proper of Saints provides the first group,

for solemnities, feasts, or memorials and particularly

when there are proper texts for such celebrations.

Sometimes in the Proper, however, there is a refer-

ence to the most appropriate among the texts in the

Commons as the one to be given preference.

2 . The Commons of Saints provide the second,

more extensive group of readings. There are, first, ap-

propriate texts for the different classes of saints (mar-

tyrs, pastors, virgins, etc.), then a great many texts that

deal with holiness in general. These are for alterna-

tive use whenever the Commons are indicated as the

source for the choice of readings.

7 1 . As to their sequence, all the texts in this part of

the Order of Readings appear in the order in which

they are to be read at Mass. Thus the Old Testament

texts are first, then the texts of an apostle, followed by

the psalms and verses between the readings, and final-

ly the texts from the gospels. The rationale of this ar-

rangement is that, unless otherwise noted, the cele-

brant may choose at will from such texts, in view of

the pastoral needs of the assembly taking part in the

c e l e b r a t i o n .

e) Readings for Ritual Masses, Masses for Various Needs

and Occasions, Votive Masses, and Masses for the Dead

7 2 . For ritual Masses, Masses for various needs and

occasions, votive Masses, and Masses for the dead, the

texts for the readings are arranged as just described,

that is, many texts are grouped together in the order

of their use, as in the Commons of Saints.

f) Main Criteria Applied in Choosing and Arranging the

Readings

7 3 . In addition to the guiding principles already giv-

en for the arrangement of readings in the individual

parts of the Order of Readings, others of a more gen-

eral nature are:

1 . Reservation of some books on the basis of the liturgical

s e a s o n s

7 4 . In this Order of Readings, some biblical books

are set aside for particular liturgical seasons on the

basis of both the intrinsic importance of subject mat-

ter and liturgical tradition. For example, the Western

(Ambrosian and Hispanic) and Eastern tradition of

reading Acts during the Easter season is respected.
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This usage results in a clear presentation of how the

Church derives the beginning of its entire life from

the paschal mystery. Another tradition of both the

West and the East that is retained is the reading of the

Gospel of John in the latter weeks of Lent and in the

Easter season.

Tradition assigns the reading of Isaiah, especially the

first part, to Advent. Some texts of this book, however,

are read during the Christmas season, to which 1

John is also assigned.

2 . Length of Texts

7 5 . A via mediais followed in regard to the length of

texts. A distinction has been made between narra-

tives, which require reading a fairly long passage but

which usually hold the people’s attention, and texts

that should not be lengthy because of the profundity

of their teaching.

In the case of certain rather long texts, longer and

shorter versions are provided to suit different situa-

tions. The editing of the shorter version has been car-

ried out with great caution.

3 . Difficult Texts

7 6 . In readings for Sundays and solemnities, texts

that present real difficulties are avoided for pastoral

reasons. The difficulties may be objective, in that the

texts themselves raise complex literary, critical, or ex-

egetical problems; or, at least to a certain extent, the

difficulties may lie in the faithful’s ability to understand

the texts. But there could be no justification for depriv-

ing the faithful of the spiritual riches of certain texts on

the grounds of difficulty if its source is the inadequacy

either of the religious education that every Christian

should have or of the biblical formation that every pas-

tor should have. Often a difficult reading is clarified by

its correlation with another in the same Mass.

4 . Omission of Texts

7 7 . The omission of verses in readings from

Scripture has at times been the practice in many litur-

gical traditions, including the Roman. Admittedly

such omissions may not be made lightly, for fear of dis-

torting the meaning of the text or the intent and style

of Scripture. Yet on pastoral grounds it was decided to

continue the tradition in the present Order of

Readings, but at the same time to ensure that the es-

sential meaning of the text remained intact. One rea-

son for the decision is that otherwise some texts would

have been unduly long. It would also have been neces-

sary to omit completely certain readings of high spiri-

tual value for the faithful because those readings in-

clude some verse that is unsuitable pastorally or that

involves truly difficult problems.

3. PRINCIPLES TO BE FOLLOWED IN THE USE

OF THE ORDER OF READINGS

a) Options in the Choice of Some Texts

7 8 . The Order of Readings sometimes leaves it to

the celebrant to choose between alternative texts or

to choose one from the several listed together for the

same reading. The option seldom exists on Sundays,

solemnities, or the greater feasts in order not to ob-

scure the proper character of the particular liturgical

season or needlessly interrupt the semicontinuous

reading of some biblical book. On the other hand,

the option is given readily in celebrations of the

saints, in ritual Masses, Masses for various needs and

occasions, votive Masses, and Masses for the dead.

These options, together with those indicated in the

General Instruction of the Roman Missal and the

Ordo cantus Missae,1 0 3 have a pastoral aim. In planning

the liturgy of the word, then, the priest should con-

sider “the general spiritual good of the assembly

rather than his personal outlook. He should be

mindful that the choice of texts is to be made in con-

sultation with the ministers and others who have a

function in the celebration and should listen to the

faithful in regard to the parts that more directly be-

long to them.”1 0 4

1 . The Two Readings Before the Gospel

7 9 . In Masses assigned three readings, the three are

to be used. If, however, for pastoral reasons the confer-

ence of bishops has permitted use of only two

r e a d i n g s ,1 0 5 the choice between the two first readings is

to be made in such a way as to safeguard the Church’s

intent to instruct the faithful more completely in the

mystery of salvation. Thus, unless the contrary is indi-

cated in the text of the Lectionary, the reading to be

chosen as the first reading is the one that is closer to

the theme of the gospel, or, in accord with the intent

just mentioned, that is more helpful toward a coherent
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catechesis over an extended period, or that preserves

the semicontinuous reading of some biblical book.1 0 6

2 . Long and Short Forms of Texts

8 0 . A pastoral criterion must also guide the choice

between the longer and shorter forms of a text. The

main consideration must be the capacity of the hear-

ers to listen profitably either to the longer or to the

shorter reading; or to listen to a more complete text

that will be explained through the homily.

3 . When Two Texts are Provided

8 1 . When a choice is allowed between alternative

texts, whether they are fixed or optional, the first con-

sideration must be the best interests of those taking

part. It may be a matter of using the easier text or the

one more relevant to the gathered assembly or, as

pastoral advantage may suggest, of repeating or re-

placing a text that is assigned as proper to one cele-

bration and optional to another.

The issue may arise when it is feared that some text

will create difficulties for a particular congregation or

when the same text would have to be repeated within

a few days, as on a Sunday and on a following weekday.

4 . Weekday Readings

82. The arrangement of weekday readings provides

texts for every day of the week throughout the year.

In most cases, therefore, these readings are to be used

on their assigned days, unless a solemnity, feast, or

memorial with proper readings occurs.1 0 7

The one using the Order of Readings for weekdays

must check to see whether one reading or another

from the same biblical book will have to be omitted

because of some celebration occurring during the

week. With the plan of readings for the entire week in

mind, the priest in that case arranges to omit the less

significant selections or suitably combines them with

other readings, if they contribute to an integral view

of a particular theme.

5 . Celebrations of the Saints

8 3 . When they exist, proper readings are given for

celebrations of the saints, that is, biblical passages

about the saint or the event in the saint’s life that the

Mass is celebrating. Even in the case of a memorial

these readings must take the place of the weekday

readings for the same day. This Order of Readings

makes explicit note of every case of proper readings

on a memorial.

In some cases there are accommodated readings,

those, namely, that bring out some particular aspect

of a saint’s spiritual life or apostolate. Use of such

readings does not seem binding, except for com-

pelling pastoral reasons. For the most part refer-

ences are given to readings in the Commons in or-

der to facilitate choice. But these are merely

suggestions: in place of an accommodated reading

or the particular reading proposed from a Common,

any other reading from the Commons referred to

may be selected.

The first concern of a priest celebrating with a con-

gregation is the spiritual benefit of the faithful and he

will be careful not to impose his personal preference

on them. Above all he will make sure not to omit too

often or needlessly the readings assigned for each day

in the weekday Lectionary: the Church’s desire is to

provide the faithful with a richer share at the table of

God’s word.1 0 8

There are also general readings, that is, those placed

in the Commons either for some determined class of

saints (martyrs, virgins, pastors, etc.) or for the saints

in general. Because in these cases several texts are list-

ed for the same reading,it will be up to the priest to

choose the one best suited to the congregation.

In all celebrations of saints the readings may be taken

not only from the Commons to which the references

are given in each case, but also from the Common of

Holy Men and Women, whenever there is special rea-

son for doing so.

8 4 . For celebrations of the saints:

a ) On solemnities and feasts the readings must be

those that are given in the Proper or the Commons.

For solemnities and feasts of the General Roman

Calendar proper readings are always assigned.

b ) On solemnities belonging to particular calen-

dars, three readings are to be assigned, unless the

conference of bishops has decreed that there are to

be only two readings.1 0 9 The first reading is from the

Old Testament (but during the Easter season, from
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Acts or Revelation); the second, from an apostle; the

third, from the gospels.

c ) On feasts and memorials, which have only two

readings, the first can be chosen from either the Old

Testament or from an apostle; the second is from the

gospels. Following the Church’s traditional practice,

however, the first reading during the Easter season is

to be taken from an apostle, the second, as far as pos-

sible, from the Gospel of John.

6 . Other Parts of the Order of Readings

8 5 . In the Order of Readings for ritual Masses the

references given are to the texts already published for

the individual rites. This obviously does not include

the texts belonging to celebrations that must not be

integrated with Mass.1 1 0

8 6 . The Order of Readings for Masses for various

needs and occasions, votive Masses, and Masses for

the dead provides many texts that can be of assis-

tance in adapting such celebrations to the situation,

circumstances, and concerns of the particular groups

taking part.1 1 1

8 7 . In ritual Masses, Masses for various needs and oc-

casions, votive Masses, and Masses for the dead, since

many texts are given for the same reading, the choice

of readings follows the criteria already indicated for the

choice of readings from the Common of Saints.

8 8 . On a day when some ritual Mass is not permit-

ted and the norms in the individual rite allow the

choice of one reading from those provided for ritual

Masses,the general spiritual welfare of the partici-

pants must be the primary consideration.1 1 2

b) Responsorial Psalm and Acclamation Before the Gospel

8 9 . Among the chants between the readings, the psalm

after the first reading is very important. As a rule the

psalm to be used is the one assigned to the reading. But

in the case of readings for the Common of Saints, ritual

Masses, Masses for various needs and occasions, votive

Masses, and Masses for the dead the choice is left up to

the priest celebrating. He will base his choice on the prin-

ciple of the pastoral benefit of those participating.

But to make it easier for the people to join in the res-

ponse to the psalm, the Order of Readings lists cer-

tain other texts of psalms and responses that have

been chosen according to the various seasons or class-

es of saints. Whenever the psalm is sung, these texts

may replace the text corresponding to the reading.1 1 3

9 0 . The chant between the second reading and the

gospel is either specified in each Mass and correlated

with the gospel or else it is left as a choice to be made

from those in the series belonging to a liturgical sea-

son or to one of the Commons.

9 1 . During Lent one of the acclamations from those

given in the text of the Order of Readings114 may be

used, depending on the occasion. This acclamation is

made before and after the verse before the gospel.

[The forms customary for this acclamation are:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

king of endless glory!

Praise and honor to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Glory to you, Word of God, 

Lord Jesus Christ!]

CHAPTER V

DESCRIPTION OF THE ORDER OF
READINGS

9 2 . It seems useful to provide here a brief descrip-

tion of the Order of Readings, at least for the princi-

pal celebrations and the different seasons of the litur-

gical year. With these in mind, readings were selected

on the basis of the rules already stated. This descrip-

tion is meant to assist priests to understand the struc-

ture of the Order of Readings so that their use of it

will become more perceptive and the Order of

Readings a source of good for Christ’s faithful.

1. ADVENT

a) Sundays

9 3 . Each gospel reading has a distinctive theme: the

Lord’s coming at the end of time (First Sunday of

Advent), John the Baptist (Second and Third
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Sunday), and the events that prepared immediately

for the Lord’s birth (Fourth Sunday).

The Old Testament readings are prophecies about

the Messiah and the Messianic age, especially from

I s a i a h .

The readings from an apostle serve as exhortations

and as proclamations, in keeping with the different

themes of Advent.

b) Weekdays

9 4 . There are two series of readings: one to be used

from the beginning of Advent until December 16; the

other from December 17 to 24.

In the first part of Advent there are readings from

Isaiah, distributed in accord with the sequence of the

book itself and including salient texts that are also

read on the Sundays. For the choice of the weekday

gospel the first reading has been taken into consider-

a t i o n .

On Thursday of the second week the readings of the

gospel about John the Baptist begin. The first reading

is either a continuation of Isaiah or a text chosen in

view of the gospel.

In the last week before Christmas the events that im-

mediately prepared for the Lord’s birth are presented

from Matthew (Chapter 1) and Luke (Chapter 1).

The texts in the first reading, chosen in view of the

gospel reading, are from different Old Testament

books and include important Messianic prophecies.

2. CHRISTMAS SEASON

a) Solemnities, Feasts, and Sundays

9 5 . For the vigil and three Masses of Christmas both

the prophetic readings and the others have been cho-

sen from the Roman tradition.

The gospel on the Sunday within the octave of

Christmas, feast of the Holy Family, is about Jesus’

childhood and the other readings are about the

virtues of family life.

On the octave of Christmas, solemnity of Mary, Mother

of God, the readings are about the Virgin Mother of

God and the giving of the holy Name of Jesus.

On the second Sunday after Christmas, the readings

are about the mystery of the incarnation.

On Epiphany, the Old Testament reading and the

gospel continue the Roman tradition; the text for the

reading from the apostolic letters is about the calling

of all peoples to salvation.

On the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the texts cho-

sen are about this mystery.

b) Weekdays

9 6 . From December 29 on, there is a continuous

reading of the whole of 1 John, which actually begins

earlier, on December 27, feast of St. John the

Evangelist, and on December 28, feast of the Holy

Innocents. The gospels relate manifestations of the

Lord; events of Jesus’ childhood from Luke

(December 29-30); passages from John 1 (December

31-January 5); other manifestations from the four

gospels (January 7-12).

3. LENT

a) Sundays

9 7 . The gospel readings are arranged as follows:

The first and second Sundays retain the accounts of

the Lord’s temptations and transfiguration, with read-

ings, however, from all three Synoptics.

On the next three Sundays, the gospels about the

Samaritan woman, the man born blind, and the rais-

ing of Lazarus have been restored in Year A. Because

these gospels are of major importance in regard to

Christian initiation, they may also be read in Year B

and Year C, especially in places where there are cate-

c h u m e n s .

Other texts, however, are provided for Year B and

Year C: for Year B, a text from John about Christ’s

coming glorification through his cross and resurrec-

tion and for Year C, a text from Luke about conver-

s i o n .

On Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) the texts for the

procession are selections from the Synoptic Gospels

concerning the Lord’s triumphal entrance into Jeru-

salem. For the Mass the reading is the account of the

Lord’s passion.

The Old Testament readings are about the history of

salvation, which is one of the themes proper to the

catechesis of Lent. The series of texts for each Year

presents the main elements of salvation history from

its beginning until the promise of the New Covenant.

The readings from the letters of the apostles have

been selected to fit the gospel and the Old Testament

readings and, to the extent possible, to provide a con-

nection between them.

b) Weekdays

9 8 . The readings from the gospels and the Old

Testament were selected because they are related to
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each other. They treat various themes of the Lenten

catechesis that are suited to the spiritual significance

of this season. Beginning with Monday of the fourth

week of Lent, there is a semicontinuous reading of

the Gospel of John, made up of texts that correspond

more closely to the themes proper to Lent.

Because the readings about the Samaritan woman,

the man born blind, and the raising of Lazarus are

now assigned to Sundays, but only for Year A (in Year

B and Year C they are optional), provision has been

made for their use on weekdays. Thus at the begin-

ning of the Third, Fourth, and Fifth Weeks of Lent

optional Masses with these texts for the gospel have

been inserted and may be used in place of the read-

ings of the day on any weekday of the respective week.

In the first half of Holy Week the readings are about

the mystery of Christ’s passion. For the chrism Mass

the readings bring out both Christ’s messianic mis-

sion and its continuation in the Church by means of

the sacraments.

4. THE EASTER TRIDUUM AND

THE EASTER SEASON

a) The Easter Triduum

9 9 . On Holy Thursday at the evening Mass the re-

membrance of the supper preceding Christ’s depar-

ture casts its own special light because of the Lord’s

example in washing the feet of his disciples and Paul’s

account of the institution of the Christian Passover in

the eucharist.

On Good Friday the liturgical service has as its center

John’s narrative of the passion of him who was por-

trayed in Isaiah as the Servant of Yahweh and who be-

came the one High Priest by offering himself to the

F a t h e r .

On the holy night of the Easter Vigil there are seven

Old Testament readings, recalling the wonderful

works of God in the history of salvation. There are

two New Testament readings, the announcement of

the resurrection according to one of the Synoptic

Gospels and a reading from St. Paul on Christian bap-

tism as the sacrament of Christ’s resurrection.

The gospel reading for the Mass on Easter day is

from John on the finding of the empty tomb.

There is also, however, the option to use the gospel

texts from the Easter Vigil or, when there is an

evening Mass on Easter Sunday, to use the account

in Luke of the Lord’s appearance to the disciples

on the road to Emmaus. The first reading is from

Acts, which throughout the Easter season replaces

the Old Testament reading. The reading from St.

Paul concerns the living out of the paschal mystery

in the Church.

b) Sundays

1 0 0 . The gospel reading for the first three Sundays

recount the appearances of the risen Christ. The

readings about the Good Shepherd are assigned to

the Fourth Sunday. On the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh

Sundays, there are excerpts from the Lord’s discourse

and prayer at the last supper.

The first reading is from Acts, in a three-year cycle of

parallel and progressive selections; material is pre-

sented on the life of the primitive Church, its witness,

and its growth.

For the reading from the apostles, 1 Peter is in Year A,

1 John in Year B, Revelation in Year C. These are the

texts that seem to fit in especially well with the spirit

of joyous faith and sure hope proper to this season.

c) Weekdays

1 0 1 . As on the Sundays, the first reading is a semi-

continuous reading from Acts. The gospel readings

during the Easter octave are accounts of the Lord’s

appearances. After that there is a semicontinuous

reading of the Gospel of John, but with texts that

have a paschal character in order to complete the

reading from John during Lent. This paschal reading

is made up in large part of the Lord’s discourse and

prayer at the last supper.

d) Solemnities of the Ascension and Pentecost

1 0 2 . For the first reading the solemnity of the

Ascension retains the account of the Ascension ac-

cording to Acts. This text is complemented by the sec-

ond reading from the apostolic reflections on Christ

in exaltation at the right hand of the Father. For the

gospel reading, each of the three Years has its own

text in accord with the differences in the Synoptic

G o s p e l s .

In the evening Mass celebrated on the vigil of

Pentecost four Old Testament texts are provided; any

one of them may be used, in order to bring out the

many aspects of Pentecost. The reading from the apos-

tles shows the actual working of the Holy Spirit in the

Church. The gospel reading recalls the promise of the

Spirit made by Christ before his own glorification.

For the Mass on Pentecost itself, in accord with re-

ceived usage, the account in Acts of the great occur-

rence on Pentecost is taken as the first reading. The

texts from Paul bring out the effect of the action of

the Holy Spirit in the life of the Church. The gospel

reading is a remembrance of Jesus bestowing his
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Spirit on the disciples on Easter evening; other op-

tional texts describe the action of the Spirit on the

disciples and on the Church.

5. ORDINARY TIME

a) Arrangement and Choice of Texts

1 0 3 . Ordinary Time begins on the Monday after the

Sunday following January 6; it lasts until the Tuesday

before Lent inclusive. It begins again on the Monday

after Pentecost Sunday and finishes before evening

prayer I of the first Sunday of Advent.

The Order of Readings provides readings for thirty-

four Sundays and the weeks following them. In some

years, however, there are only thirty-three weeks of

Ordinary Time. Further, some Sundays either belong

to another season (the Sunday on which the feast of

the Baptism of the Lord falls and Pentecost) or else

are impeded by a solemnity that coincides with

Sunday (for example, Holy Trinity or Christ the

K i n g ) .

1 0 4 . For the correct arrangement in the use of the

readings for Ordinary Time, the following are to be

r e s p e c t e d :

1 . The Sunday on which the feast of the Baptism

of the Lord falls replaces the first Sunday in Ordinary

Time. Therefore the readings of the First Week of

Ordinary Time begin on the Monday after the

Sunday following January 6. When the feast of the

Baptism of the Lord is celebrated on Monday be-

cause Epiphany has been celebrated on the Sunday,

the readings of the First Week begin on Tuesday.

2 . The Sunday following the feast of the Baptism

of the Lord is the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time.

The remaining Sundays are numbered consecutively

up to the Sunday preceding the beginning of Lent.

The readings for the week in which Ash Wednesday

falls are suspended after the Tuesday readings.

3. For the resumption of the readings of Ordinary

Time after Pentecost Sunday:

– When there are thirty-four Sundays in

Ordinary Time, the week to be used is the one that

immediately follows the last week used before Lent.1 1 5

– When there are thirty-three Sundays in

Ordinary Time, the first week that would have been

used after Pentecost is omitted, in order to reserve for

the end of the year the eschatological texts that are as-

signed to the last two weeks.1 1 6

b) Sunday Readings

1 . Gospel Readings

1 0 5 . On the Second Sunday of Ordinary Time the

gospel continues to center on the manifestation of

the Lord, which Epiphany celebrates through the tra-

ditional passage about the wedding feast at Cana and

two other passages from John.

Beginning with the Third Sunday, there is a semicon-

tinuous reading of the Synoptic Gospels. This reading

is arranged in such a way that as the Lord’s life and

preaching unfold the teaching proper to each of

these Gospels is presented.

This distribution also provides a certain coordination

between the meaning of each Gospel and the

progress of the liturgical year. Thus after Epiphany

the readings are on the beginning of the Lord’s

preaching and they fit in well with Christ’s baptism

and the first events in which he manifests himself.

The liturgical year leads quite naturally to a termina-

tion in the eschatological theme proper to the last

Sundays, since the chapters of the Synoptics that pre-

cede the account of the passion treat this eschatologi-

cal theme rather extensively.

After the Sixteenth Sunday in Year B, five readings

are incorporated from John 6 (the discourse on the

bread of life). This is the proper place for these

readings because the multiplication of the loaves

from John takes the place of the same account in

Mark. In the semicontinuous reading of Luke for

Year C, the introduction of this Gospel has been pre-

fixed to the first text (that is, on the Third Sunday).

This passage expresses the author’s intention very

beautifully and there seemed to be no better place

for it.

2 . Old Testament Readings

1 0 6 . These readings have been chosen to corre-

spond to the gospel passages in order to avoid an ex-

cessive diversity between the readings of different

Masses and above all to bring out the unity between

the Old and New Testament. The relationship be-

tween the readings of the same Mass is shown by a
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precise choice of the headings prefixed to the individ-

ual readings.

To the degree possible, the readings were chosen in

such a way that they would be short and easy to grasp.

But case has been taken to ensure that many Old

Testament texts of major significance would be read

on Sundays. Such readings are distributed not accord-

ing to a logical order but on the basis of what the

gospel reading requires. Still, the treasurer of the

word of God will be opened up in such a way that

nearly all the principal pages of the Old Testament

will become familiar to those taking part in the Mass

on Sundays.

3 . Readings from the Apostles

1 0 7 . There is a semicontinuous reading of the

Letters of Paul and James. (The Letters of Peter and

John are read during the Easter and Christmas sea-

s o n s ) .

Because it is quite long and deals with such diverse is-

sues, the First Letter to the Corinthians has been

spread over the three years of the cycle at the begin-

ning of Ordinary Time. It also was thought best to di-

vide Hebrews into two parts; the first part is read in

Year B and the second in Year C.

Only readings that are short and readily grasped by

the people have been chosen.

Table II at the end of this Introduction1 1 7 i n d i c a t e s

the distribution of letters of the apostles over the

three-year cycle of the Sundays of Ordinary Time.

c) Readings for Solemnities of the Lord during Ordinary

Time

108. On the solemnities of Holy Trinity, Corpus

Christi, and the Sacred Heart, the texts chosen corre-

spond to the principal themes of these celebrations.

The readings of the Thirty-Fourth and last Sunday of

Ordinary Time celebrate Christ the King. He was pre-

figured by David and heralded as king amid the hu-

miliations of his passion and cross; he reigns in the

Church and will come again at the end of time.

d) Weekday Readings

1 0 9 . 1. The gospels are so arranged that Mark is read

first (First to Ninth Week), then Matthew (Tenth to

Twenty-first Week), then Luke (Twenty-second to

Thirty-fourth Week). Mark 1-12 are read in their en-

tirety, with the exception only of the passages of Mark

6 that are read on weekdays in other seasons. From

Matthew and Luke the readings comprise all the mat-

ters not contained in Mark From all three Synoptics

or from two of them, as the case may be, all those pas-

sages are read that either are distinctively presented

in each Gospel or are needed for a proper under-

standing of its progression. Jesus eschatological dis-

course as contained in its entirety in Luke is read at

the end of the liturgical year.

1 1 0 . 2. The first readingis taken in periods of weeks

first from the Old then from the New Testament; the

number of weeks depends on the length of the bibli-

cal books read.

Rather large sections are read from the New Testa-

ment books in order to give the substance, as it were,

of each of the letters of the apostles.

From the Old Testament there is room only for se-

lect passages that, as far as possible, bring out the

character of the individual books. The historical

texts have been chosen in such a way as to provide

an overall view of the history of salvation before the

Lord’s incarnation.  But lengthy narratives could

hardly be presented; sometimes verses have been se-

lected that make for a reading of moderate length.

In addition, the religious significance of the histori-

cal events is sometimes brought out by means of

certain texts from the wisdom books that are placed

as prologues or conclusions to a series of historical

readings.

Nearly all the Old Testament books have found a

place in the Order of Readings for weekdays in the

Proper of Seasons. The only omissions are the short-

est of the prophetic books (Obadiah and Zephaniah)

and the poetic book (Song of Solomon). Of those

narratives written to edify and requiring a rather long

reading to be understood, Tobit and Ruth are includ-

ed, But Esther and Judith are omitted. (Texts from

these two books are assigned to Sundays and week-

days at other times of the year.)

Table III at the end of this Introduction1 1 8 lists the way

the books of the Old and the New Testament are dis-

tributed over the weekdays in Ordinary Time in the

course of two years.

At the end of the liturgical year the readings are from

Daniel and Revelation, the books that correspond to

the eschatological character of this period.

xxx INTRODUCTION
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CHAPTER VI

ADAPTATIONS, TRANSLATIONS,
AND FORMAT OF THE ORDER

OF READINGS

1. ADAPTATIONS AND TRANSLATIONS

1 1 1 . In the liturgical assembly the word of God must

always be read either from the Latin texts prepared by

the Holy See or from vernacular translations ap-

proved by the conferences of bishops for liturgical

use, according to existing norms.1 1 9

1 1 2 . The Lectionary for Mass must be translated inte-

grally in all its parts, including the Introduction. If the

conference of bishops has judged it necessary and use-

ful to add certain adaptations, these are to be incorpo-

rated after their confirmation by the Holy See.1 2 0

1 1 3 . The size of the Lectionary will necessitate edi-

tions in more than one volume; no particular division

of the volumes is prescribed. But each volume is to

contain the explanatory texts on the structure and

purpose of the section it contains.

The ancient custom is recommended of having sepa-

rate books, one for the gospels and the other for the

readings for the Old and the New Testament.

It may also be useful to publish separately a Sunday

lectionary, which could also contain selected excerpts

from the sanctoral cycle, and a weekday lectionary. A

practical basis for dividing the Sunday lectionary is

the three-year cycle, so that all the readings for each

year are presented in sequence.

But there is freedom to adopt other arrangements that

may be devised and seem to have pastoral advantages.

1 1 4 . The texts for the chants are always to be ad-

joined to the readings, but separate books containing

the chants alone are permitted. It is recommended

that the texts be printed with divisions into stanzas.

1 1 5 . Whenever a text consists of different parts, the

typography must make this structure of the text clear.

It is likewise recommended that even nonpoetic texts

be printed with division into sense lines to assist the

proclamation of the readings.

1 1 6 . Where there are long and short forms of a text,

they are to be printed separately so that each can be

read with ease. But if such a separation does not seem

feasible, a way is to be found to ensure that each text

can be proclaimed without mistakes.

1 1 7 . In vernacular editions the texts are not to be

printed without the headings prefixed. If it seems advis-

able, an introductory note on the general meaning of

the passage may be added to the heading. This note is

to carry some distinctive symbol or is to be set in differ-

ent type to show clearly that it is an optional text.1 2 1

1 1 8 . It would be useful for every volume to have an

index of the passages of the Bible, modeled on the

biblical index of the present volume.1 2 2 This will pro-

vide ready access to texts of the lectionaries for Mass

that may be needed or helpful for specific occasions.

2. FORMAT OF INDIVIDUAL READINGS

For each reading the present volume carries the tex-

tual reference, the heading, and the incipit.

a) Text References

1 1 9 . The text reference (that is, chapter and verse) is

always given according to the Neo-Vulgate edition, ex-

cept for the psalms.1 2 3 But a second reference accord-

ing to the original text (Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek)

has been added wherever there is a discrepancy.

Depending on the decrees of the competent authori-

ties for the individual languages, vernacular versions

may retain the enumeration corresponding to the

version of the Bible approved for liturgical use by the

same authorities. Exact references to chapter and

verses, however, must always appear and may be given

in the text or in the margin.

1 2 0 . These references provide liturgical books with

the source of the “announcement” (inscriptio) of the

text that must be read in the celebration, but which is

INTRODUCTION xxxi

119 See Concilium, instruction De popularibus interpretationibus conficiendis,Jan. 25, 1969: Notitiae 5 (1969) 3-12; Declaratio circa interpreta-
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120 See Congregation for Divine Worship, instruction Liturgicae instaurationes,Sept. 5, 1970, no. 11: AAS 62 (1970) 702-703. General
Instruction of the Roman Missal, no. 325.

121 See General Instruction of the Roman Missal, nos. 11, 29, 68a, 139.

122 See Index of Readings at the end of the Lectionary.

123 The references for the psalms follow the order of the Liber Psalmorum,published by the Pontifical Commission for the Neo-Vulgate
(Vatican Polyglot Press, 1969).



not printed in this volume. This “announcement” of

the text will observe the following norms, but they

may be altered by decree of the competent authori-

ties on the basis of what is customary and useful for

different places and languages.

1 2 1 . 1 . The formula to be used is always: “A r e a d i n g

from the book of...,” “A reading from the letter of...,”

or “A reading from the gospel of...,” and not: “The b e-

ginning of...” (unless this seems advisable in particular

instances) or: “C o n t i n u a t i o no f . . . ”

1 2 2 . 2 . The traditionally accepted titles for books are

to be retained, with the following exceptions:

a ) Where there are two books with the same name,

the title to is to be: The First Book, The Second Book

(e.g., of Kings, of Maccabees) or The First Letter, The

Second Letter.

b ) The title more common in current usage is to

be accepted for the following books:

I and II Samuel instead of I and II Kings;

I and II Kings instead of III and IV Kings;

I and II Chronicles instead of I and II

P a r a l i p o m e n o n ;

Books of Ezra and Nehemiah instead of I and II

E z r a .

c ) The distinguishing titles for the wisdom books

are: Book of  Job, Book of Proverbs, Book of

Ecclesiastes or Qoheleth, Song of Songs, Book of

Wisdom, Book of Ecclesiasticus or Sirach.

d ) For all the books that are included among the

prophets in the Neo-Vulgate, the formula is to be: “A

reading from the book of Isaiah, or of Jeremiah or of

Baruch” and: “A reading from the Prophecy of Ezekiel,

of Daniel, of Hosea, of Malachi,” even in the case of

books not universally regarded as in fact prophetic.

e ) The title is to be Book of Lamentations and

Letter to the Hebrews, with no mention of Jeremiah

and Paul.

b) Heading

1 2 3 . There is a heading prefixed to each text, chosen

carefully (usually from the words of the text itself) in

order to point out the main theme of the reading

and, when necessary, to make the connection be-

tween the readings of the same Mass clear.

c) Incipit

1 2 4 . In this Order of Readings the first element of

the incipit is the customary introductory phrase, “At

that time,” “In those days,” “Brothers and Sisters,”

“Dearly Beloved,” or “Thus says the Lord.” These

words are not given when the text itself provides suffi-

cient indication of the time or the persons involved or

where such phrases would not fit in with the very na-

ture of the text. For the individual languages, such

phrases may be changed or dropped by decree of the

competent authorities.

After the first words of the incipit the Order of

Readings gives the proper beginning of the reading, w i t h

some words deleted or supplied for intelligibility, inas-

much as the text is separated from its context. When

the text for a reading is made up of nonconsecutive

verses and this has required changes in wording,

these are appropriately indicated.

d) Final Acclamation

1 2 5 . In order to facilitate the congregation’s accla-

mation, the words for the reader The word of the Lord,

or similar words suited to local custom, are to be

printed at the end of the reading for use by the

r e a d e r .
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TABLE I

Arrangement of the Second Reading on the Sundays of Ordinary Time

Sunday Year A Year B Year C

2 1 Corinthians 1-41 Corinthians 6-111 Corinthians 12-15

3 ” ” ”

4 ” ” ”

5 ” ” ”

6 ” ” ”

7 ” 2 Corinthians ”

8 ” ” ”

9 Romans ” Galatians

10 ” ” ”

11 ” ” ”

12 ” ” ”

13 ” ” ”

14 ” ” ”

15 ” Ephesians Colossians

16 ” ” ”

17 ” ” ”

18 ” ” ”

19 ” ” Hebrews 11-12

20 ” ” ”

21 ” ” ”

22 ” James ”

23 ” ” Philemon

24 ” ” 1 Timothy

25 Philippians ” ”

26 ” ” ”

27 ” Hebrews 2-10 2 Timothy

28 ” ” ”

29 1 Thessalonians ” ”

30 ” ” ”

31 ” ” 2 Thessalonians

32 ” ” ”

33 ” ” ”
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TABLE II

Arrangement of the First Reading on the Weekdays of Ordinary Time

Week Series I Series II

1 Hebrews 1 Samuel

2 ” ”

3 ” 2 Samuel

4 ” 2 Samuel; 1 Kings 1-16

5 Genesis 1-11 1 Kings 1-16

6 ” James

7 Sirach ”

8 ” 1 Peter; Jude

9 Tobit 2 Peter; 2 Timothy

10 2 Corinthians 1 Kings 17-22

11 ” 1 Kings 17-22; 2 Kings

12 Genesis 12-50 2 Kings; Lamentations

13 ” Amos

14 ” Hosea; Isaiah

15 Exodus Isaiah; Micah

16 ” Micah; Jeremiah

17 Exodus; Leviticus Jeremiah

18 Numbers; Deuteronomy Jeremiah; Nahum; Habakkuk

19 Deuteronomy; Joshua Ezekiel

20 Judges; Ruth ”

21 1 Thessalonians 2 Thessalonians; 1 Corinthians

22 1 Thessalonians; Colossians 1 Corinthians

23 Colossians; 1 Timothy ”

24 1 Timothy ”

25 Ezra; Haggai; Zechariah Proverbs; Qoheleth

26 Zechariah; Nehemiah; Baruch Job

27 Jonah; Malachi:; Joel Galatians

28 Romans Galatians; Ephesians

29 ” Ephesians

30 ” ”

31 ” Ephesians; Philippians

32 Wisdom Titus; Philemon; 2 and 3 John

33 1 and 2 Maccabees Revelation

34 Daniel ”
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TABLE III

TABLE OF MOVEABLE DATES

Cycle of Ash Ascension First Sunday

Year Readings Wednesday Easter Sunday Pentecost of Advent

1992 C  II Mar  4 Apr 19 May 31 June 7 Nov 29

1993 A  I Feb 24 Apr 11 May 23 May 30 Nov 28

1994 B  II Feb 16 Apr  3 May 15 May 22 Nov 27

1995 C  I Mar  1 Apr 16 May 28 June 4 Dec 3

1996 A  II Feb 21 Apr  7 May 19 May 26 Dec 1

1997 B  I Feb 12 Mar 30 May 11 May 18 Nov 30

1998 C  II Feb 25 Apr 12 May 24 May 31 Nov 29

1999 A  I Feb 17 Apr  4 May 16 May 23 Nov 28

2000 B  II Mar  8 Apr 23 June 4 June 11 Dec 3

2001 C  I Feb 28 Apr 15 May 27 June 3 Dec 2

2002 A   II Feb 13 Mar 31 May 12 May 19 Dec 1

2003 B   I Mar  5 Apr 20 June 1 June 8 Nov 30

2004 C   II Feb 25 Apr 11 May 23 May 30 Nov 28

2005 A   I Feb  9 Mar 27 May  8 May 15 Nov 27

2006 B   II Mar  1 Apr 16 May 28 June 4 Dec 3

2007 C   I Feb 21 Apr  8 May 20 May 27 Dec 2

2008 A   II Feb  6 Mar 23 May  4 May 11 Nov 30

2009 B   I Feb 25 Apr 12 May 24 May 31 Nov 29

2010 C   II Feb 17 Apr  4 May 16 May 23 Nov 28

2011 A   I Mar  9 Apr 24 June 5 June 12 Nov 27

2012 B   II Feb 22 Apr  8 May 20 May 27 Dec 2

2013 C   I Feb 13 Mar 31 May 12 May 19 Dec 1

2014 A   II Mar  5 Apr 20 June 1 June 8 Nov 30

2015 B   I Feb 18 Apr  5 May 17 May 24 Nov 29

2016 C   II Feb 10 Mar 27 May  8 May 15 Nov 27

2017 A   I Mar  1 Apr 16 May 28 June 4 Dec 3

2018 B   II Feb 14 Apr  1 May 13 May 20 Dec 2

2019 C   I Mar  6 Apr 21 June 2 June 9 Dec 1

2020 A   II Feb 26 Apr 12 May 24 May 31 Nov 29

2021 B   I Feb 17 Apr  4 May 16 May 23 Nov 28

2022 C   II Mar  2 Apr 17 May 29 June 5 Nov 27

2023 A   I Feb 22 Apr  9 May 21 May 28 Dec 3

2024 B   II Feb 14 Mar 31 May 12 May 19 Dec 1

2025 C   I Mar  5 Apr 20 June 1 June 8 Nov 30

2026 A   II Feb 18 Apr  5 May 17 May 24 Nov 29

2027 B   I Feb 10 Mar 28 May  9 May 16 Nov 28

2028 C   II Mar  1 Apr 16 May 28 June 4 Dec  3

2029 A   I Feb 14 Apr  1 May 13 May 20 Dec  2

2030 B   II Mar  6 Apr 21 June 2 June 9 Dec  1
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THE SEASON OF

ADVENT



xxxviii YEARS ABC

A B C

Isa 2.1-5 Isa 63.16b-17; 1.3-8; 64.3b-7 Jr 33.14-16

1st Sunday Ps 122 Ps 80 Ps 25

Rm 13.11-14 1 Co 1.3-9 1 Th 3.12–4.2

Mt 24.37-44 Mk 13.31-37 Lk 21.25-28.34-36

Isa 11.1-10 Isa 40.1-5.9-11 Ba 5. 1-9

2nd Sunday Ps 72 Ps 85 Ps 126

Rm 15.4-9 2 P 3.8-15 Ph 1.3-6,8-11

Mt 3.1-12 Mk 1.1-8 Lk 3.1-6

Isa 35. 1-6a.10 Isa 61.1-2a.10-11 Zp 3.14-18a

3rd Sunday Ps 146 Ps Lk 1 Ps Is 12

Jm 5.7-10 1 Th 5.16-24 Ph 4.4-7

Mt 11.2-11 Jn 1.6-8.19-28 Lk 3.10-18

Isa 7.10-14 2 S 7.1-5.8b-12,14a,16 Mi 5.2-5a

4th Sunday Ps 24 Ps 89 Ps 80

Rm 1.1-7 Rm 16.25-27 He 10.5-10

Mt 1.18-24 Lk 1.26-38 Lk 1.39-45

Table 1: ADVENT



SEASONAL TEXTS – ADVENTxxxix

COMMON RESPONSES (REFRAINS)

R. Come, O Lord, and set us free.

COMMON RESPONSORIAL PSALMS

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 25.4-5a, 8-9, 10+14

(R.1b)

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord,

teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation. R.

8 Good and upright is the Lord,

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way. R.

10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and

faithfulness,

for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,

and he makes his covenant known to them. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85.8ab-9, 10-11, 12-13

(R.7)

R. Lord, show us your mercy and love.

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people.
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land. R.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.

12 The Lord will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10

(R. see Isa 35.4)++

R. Lord, come and save us.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

6 It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free. R.

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind

and lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous
9 and watches over the strangers. R.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS

Sundays of Advent – Before December 17

These texts may be used in place of the texts proposed for
each Sunday.

See Psalm 80.4

Come and save us, Lord our God;

let us see your face, and we shall be saved.

Psalm 85.8

Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

Isaiah 33.22

The Lord will judge us by his law;

he is our King and Saviour.

See Isaiah 40.9-10

Raise your voice and tell the good news:

The Lord our God comes in strength.

See Isaiah 45.8

Let the clouds rain down the Just One,

and the earth bring forth a Saviour.

173 COMMON SUNG TEXTS – ADVENT

The psalm as a rule is drawn from proper readings of the day because the psalm texts are directly con-
nected with the theme of the individual reading. To make the sung response easier for the people, some
psalms texts are provided according to the different season of the liturgical years. These may be used in
place of the proper psalm, especially when it is difficult to learn new music each week. Care should be
taken that the alternate text be similar in meaning to the proper psalm. (GIRM, 36.)



xl YEARS ABC

Isaiah 55.6

Seek the Lord while he can be found.

Call on him while he is near.

Luke 3.4, 6

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:

all people shall see the salvation of God.

The Lord will come; go out to meet him!

He is the prince of peace.

Behold, our Lord shall come with power;

he will enlighten the eyes of his servants.

The Lord is coming to save his people;

happy are those prepared to meet him.

Behold, the king will come, the Lord of earth:

and he will set us free.

The day of the Lord is near:

he comes to save us.

Come, O Lord, do not delay:

forgive the sins of your people.

Come, Lord, bring us your peace;

let us rejoice before you with a perfect heart.

Sundays of Advent – After December 17

Come, 

Wisdom of our God Most High,

guiding creation with power and love:

teach us to walk in the paths of knowledge!

Come,

Leader of ancient Israel,

giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:

rescue us with your mighty power!

Come,

Flower of Jesse’s stem,

sign of God’s love for all his people:

save us without delay!

Come,

Key of David,

opening the gates of God’s eternal kingdom:

free the prisoners of darkness!

Come,

Radiant Dawn,

splendour of eternal light, sun of justice:

shine on those lost in the darkness of death!

Come,

King of all nations,

source of your Church’s unity and faith:

save all people, your own creation!

Come,

Emmanuel,

God’s presence among us, our King, our Judge:

save us, Lord our God!

December 24 – Vigil

Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be de-

stroyed:

the Saviour of the world will be our king.



SUNDAYS OF ADVENT

YEAR A



6 YEAR A 

1 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Isaiah 2.1-5

The Lord gathers all the nations into the everlasting peace
of the kingdom of God.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 In days to come

the mountain of the Lord’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,

and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.

3 Many peoples shall come and say,

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,

to the house of the God of Jacob;

that he may teach us his ways

and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,

and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4 He shall judge between the nations,

and shall arbitrate for many peoples;

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,

and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,

neither shall they learn war any more.

5 O house of Jacob, come,

let us walk in the light of the Lord!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 122.1-2, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (R. see 1)

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
2 Our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 7

4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord,

as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up,

the thrones of the house of David. R.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls,

and security within your towers.” R.

8 For the sake of my relatives and friends

I will say, “Peace be within you.”
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,

I will seek your good. R.

SECOND READING Romans 13.11-14

Salvation is nearer to us now.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

Brothers and sisters,
11 you know what time it is,

how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.

For salvation is nearer to us now

than when we became believers;
12 the night is far gone, the day is near.

Let us then lay aside the works of darkness

and put on the armour of light;
13 let us live honourably as in the day,

not in revelling and drunkenness,

not in debauchery and licentiousness,

not in quarrelling and jealousy.

14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,

and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Psalm 85.7

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.



8 YEAR A 

G O S P E L Matthew 24.37-44

Keep awake, therefore, you also must be ready.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus spoke to his disciples:

37 “As the days of Noah were,

so will be the coming of the Son of Man.
38 For as in those days before the flood

they were eating and drinking,

marrying and giving in marriage,

until the day Noah entered the ark,
39 and they knew nothing

until the flood came and swept them all away,

so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.
40 Then two will be in the field;

one will be taken and one will be left.
41 Two women will be grinding meal together;

one will be taken and one will be left.

42 “Keep awake, therefore,

for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.
43 But understand this:

if the owner of the house had known

in what part of the night the thief was coming,

he would have stayed awake

and would not have let his house be broken into.
44 Therefore you also must be ready,

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT9

4 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Isaiah 11.1-10

With righteousness he shall judge the poor.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

On that day:
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,

and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,

the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,

or decide by what his ears hear;
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,

and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb,

the leopard shall lie down with the kid,

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,

and a little child shall lead them.
7 The cow and the bear shall graze,

their young shall lie down together;

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
9 They will not hurt or destroy

on all my holy mountain;

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord

as the waters cover the sea. ➣



10 YEAR A 

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand

as a signal to the peoples;

the nations shall inquire of him,

and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (R. see 7)

R. Justice shall flourish in his time,

and fullness of peace for ever.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to a king’s son.
2 May he judge your people with righteousness,

and your poor with justice. R.

7 In his days may righteousness flourish

and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.

12 For he delivers the needy when they call,

the poor and those who have no helper.
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,

and saves the lives of the needy. R.

17 May his name endure forever,

his fame continue as long as the sun.

May all nations be blessed in him;

may they pronounce him happy. R.

SECOND READING Romans 15.4-9

Christ has saved all people.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

4 Whatever was written in former days

was written for our instruction,

so that by steadfastness

and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.

5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement

grant you to live in harmony with one another,

in accordance with Christ Jesus,
6 so that together you may with one voice

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,

for the glory of God.
8 For I tell you

that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised

on behalf of the truth of God

in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,
9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.

As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,

and sing praises to your name.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 3.4, 6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:

all people shall see the salvation of God.

G O S P E L Matthew 3.1-12

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 In those days John the Baptist

appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke

when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.’”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair

with a leather belt around his waist,

and his food was locusts and wild honey.
5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea

were going out to him,

and all the region along the Jordan,
6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,

confessing their sins. ➣
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7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism,

John said to them,

“You brood of vipers!

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

8 “Bear fruit worthy of repentance.
9 Do not presume to say to yourselves,

‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’;

for I tell you, God is able from these stones

to raise up children to Abraham.
10 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees;

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit

is cut down and thrown into the fire.

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance,

but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;

I am not worthy to carry his sandals.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
12 His winnowing fork is in his hand,

and he will clear his threshing floor

and will gather his wheat into the granary;

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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7 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Isaiah 35.1-6a, 10

Here is your God, who will come and save you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,

the desert shall rejoice and blossom;

like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly,
2 and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,

the majesty of our God.

3 Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.
4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance,

with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,

and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain joy and gladness,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 (R. see Isa 35.4)

R. Lord, come and save us.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

6 It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free. R.

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind

and lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous
9 and watches over the strangers. R.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. R.

SECOND READING James 5.7-10

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.

A reading from the letter of James.

7 Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.

The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth,

being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains.
8 You also must be patient.

Strengthen your hearts,

for the coming of the Lord is near.

9 Beloved, do not grumble against one another,

so that you may not be judged.

See, the Judge is standing at the doors!
10 As an example of suffering and patience, beloved,

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18 (see Isaiah 61.1)

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Spirit of the Lord now upon me

has sent me to bring good news to the poor.
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G O S P E L Matthew 11.2-11

Are you the one who is to come,
or are we to wait for another?

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing,

he sent word by his disciples
3 who said to Jesus,

“Are you the one who is to come,

or are we to wait for another?”
4 Jesus answered them,

“Go and tell John what you hear and see:
5 the blind receive their sight,

the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,

the deaf hear, the dead are raised,

and the poor have good news brought to them.
6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away,

Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?

A reed shaken by the wind?
8 What then did you go out to see?

Someone dressed in soft robes?

Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.
9 What then did you go out to see?

A prophet?

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.
10 This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of women

no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist;

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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10 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Isaiah 7.10-14

Look, the virgin is with child.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz,
11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God;

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”
12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask,

and I will not put the Lord to the test.”

13 Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David!

Is it too little for you to weary mortals,

that you weary my God also?
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,

and shall name him Immanuel.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 24.1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 (R.7c+10b)

R. Let the Lord enter;

he is king of glory.

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,

the world, and those who live in it;
2 for he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the river. R.

3 Who shall ascend the mountain of the Lord?

And who shall stand in his holy place?
4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,

who do not lift up their souls to what is false. R.

5 They will receive blessing from the Lord,

and vindication from the God of their salvation.
6 Such is the company of those who seek him,

who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT17

SECOND READING Romans 1.1-7

Jesus Christ, descended from David, was declared to be the Son of God.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

1 From Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,

called to be an apostle,

set apart for the gospel of God,
2 which God promised beforehand

through his prophets in the holy scriptures:
3 the gospel concerning his Son,

who was descended from David according to the flesh
4 and was declared to be Son of God with power

according to the spirit of holiness

by resurrection from the dead,

Jesus Christ our Lord.

5 Through Christ we have received grace and apostleship

to bring about the obedience of faith

among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name,
6 including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.

7 To all God’s beloved in Rome,

who are called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 1.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A virgin will give birth to a son;

his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.

G O S P E L Matthew 1.18-24

Jesus was born of Mary, who was engaged to Joseph, son of David.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

18 The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,

but before they lived together,

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. ➣
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19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,

planned to dismiss her quietly.

20 But just when he had resolved to do this,

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,

“Joseph, son of David,

do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21 She will bear a son,

and you are to name him Jesus,

for he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place

to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”
24 When Joseph awoke from sleep,

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;

he took her as his wife.

The gospel of the Lord.
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2 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Isaiah 63.16b-17; 64.1, 3-8

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

16 You, O Lord, are our father;

“Our Redeemer from of old” is your name.
17 Why, O Lord, do you make us stray from your ways

and harden our heart, so that we do not fear you?

Turn back for the sake of your servants,

for the sake of the tribes that are your heritage.

1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,

so that the mountains would quake at your presence.
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,

you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4 From ages past no one has heard,

no ear has perceived,

no eye has seen any God besides you,

who works for those who wait for him.

5 You meet those who gladly do right,

those who remember you in your ways.

But you were angry, and we sinned;

because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6 We have all become like one who is unclean,

and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.

We all fade like a leaf,

and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7 There is no one who calls on your name,

or attempts to take hold of you;

for you have hidden your face from us,

and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.

8 Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;

we are the clay, and you are our potter;

we are all the work of your hand.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 80.1ab+2, 14-15, 17-18 (R.3)

R. Lord, make us turn to you;

let us see your face and we shall be saved.

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2 Stir up your might,

and come to save us. R.

14 Turn again, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven and see;

have regard for this vine,
15 the stock that your right hand has planted. R.

17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right,

the one whom you have made strong for yourself.
18 Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1.3-9

Christ Jesus our Lord is the revelation we long for.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

My brothers and sisters:
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I give thanks to my God always for you

because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus,
5 for in every way you have been enriched in him,

in speech and knowledge of every kind—
6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—
7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift

as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

8 He will also strengthen you to the end,

so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 God is faithful;

by him you were called

into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Psalm 85.7

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

G O S P E L Mark 13.31-37++

Keep alert, for you do not know when the Lord will come.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus said to his disciples:
31 “Heaven and earth will pass away,

but my words will not pass away.
32 But about that day or hour no one knows,

neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,

but only the Father.
33 Beware, keep alert;

for you do not know when the time will come.

34 “It is like a man going on a journey,

when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge,

each with a particular task,

and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.
35 Therefore, keep awake—

in the evening, or at midnight,

or at cockcrow, or at dawn,
36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.

37 “And what I say to you I say to all:

Keep awake.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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5 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Isaiah 40.1-5, 9-11

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Comfort, O comfort my people,

says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her

that she has served her term,

that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the Lord’s hand

double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries out:

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,

and all people shall see it together,

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

9 Get you up to a high mountain,

O Zion, herald of good tidings;

lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,

lift it up, do not fear;

say to the cities of Judah,

“Here is your God!”

10 See, the Lord God comes with might,

and his arm rules for him;

his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him. ➣
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11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;

he will gather the lambs in his arms,

and carry them in his bosom,

and gently lead the mother sheep.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85.8ab+9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.7)

R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people.
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land. R.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.

12 The Lord will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps. R.

SECOND READING 2 Peter 3.8-15

We wait for new heavens and a new earth.

A reading from the second letter of Peter.

8 Do not ignore this one fact, beloved,

that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years,

and a thousand years are like one day.
9 The Lord is not slow about his promise,

as some think of slowness,

but is patient with you,

not wanting any to perish,

but all to come to repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief,

and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,

and the elements will be dissolved with fire,

and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.
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11 Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way,

what sort of persons ought you to be

in leading lives of holiness and godliness,
12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,

because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved,

and the elements will melt with fire?
13 But, in accordance with his promise,

we wait for new heavens and a new earth,

where righteousness is at home.

14 Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things,

strive to be found by him at peace,

without spot or blemish;
15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 3.4, 6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:

all people shall see the salvation of God.

G O S P E L Mark 1.1-8

Prepare the way of the Lord.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ,

the Son of God.

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way;
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight,’”

4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
5 And people from the whole Judean countryside

and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him,

and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,

confessing their sins. ➣
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6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,

with a leather belt around his waist,

and he ate locusts and wild honey.

7 He proclaimed,

“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me;

I am not worthy to stoop down

and untie the thong of his sandals.
8 I have baptized you with water;

but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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8 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Isaiah 61.1-2a, 10-11

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord said:
1 “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

because the Lord has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and release to the prisoners;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.

10 “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord,

my whole being shall exult in my God;

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

11 “For as the earth brings forth its shoots,

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise

to spring up before all the nations.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Luke 1.47-48, 49-50, 53-54 (R. Isa 61.10b)

R. My soul rejoices in my God.

47 My soul magnifies the Lord

and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed. R.

49 For the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation. R.
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53 The Lord has filled the hungry with good things

and sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy. R.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24

May your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

My brothers and sisters,
16 rejoice always,
17 pray without ceasing,
18 give thanks in all circumstances;

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

19 Do not quench the Spirit.
20 Do not despise the words of prophets, but test everything;
21 hold fast to what is good;
22 abstain from every form of evil.

23 May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely;

and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound and blameless

at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18 (Isaiah 61.1)

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Spirit of the Lord now upon me

has sent me to bring good news to the poor.
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G O S P E L John 1.6-8, 19-28

Among you stands one whom you do not know,
the one who is coming after me.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as a witness to testify to the light,

so that all might believe through him.
8 He himself was not the light,

but he came to testify to the light.

19 This is the testimony given by John

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem

to ask him, “Who are you?”

20 He confessed and did not deny it,

but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”
21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?”

He said, “I am not.”

“Are you the prophet?”

He answered, “No.”

22 Then they said to him, “Who are you?

Let us have an answer for those who sent us.

What do you say about yourself?”
23 He said,

“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’”

as the prophet Isaiah said.

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.
25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing

if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?”
26 John answered them, “I baptize with water.

Among you stands one whom you do not know,
27 the one who is coming after me;

I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.”
28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan

where John was baptizing.

The gospel of the Lord.
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11 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7.1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16

The Lord will protect the dynasty of David forever.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

1 Now when David, the king, was settled in his house,

and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him,
2 the king said to the prophet Nathan,

“See now, I am living in a house of cedar,

but the ark of God stays in a tent.”
3 Nathan said to the king,

“Go, do all that you have in mind,

for the Lord is with you.”

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan:
5 “Go and tell my servant David:

Thus says the Lord:

Are you the one to build me a house to live in?
8 I took you from the pasture,

from following the sheep

to be prince over my people Israel:
9 and I have been with you wherever you went,

and have cut off all your enemies from before you;

and I will make for you a great name,

like the name of the great ones of the earth.

10 “And I will appoint a place for my people Israel

and will plant them,

so that they may live in their own place,

and be disturbed no more;

and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly,
11 from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel;

and I will give you rest from all your enemies.

“Moreover the Lord declares to you, David,

that the Lord will make you a house.
12 When your days are fulfilled

and you lie down with your ancestors,

I will raise up your offspring after you,

who shall come forth from your body,

and I will establish his kingdom.
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14 “I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.
16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me;

your throne, David, shall be established forever.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.1-2, 3-4, 26+28, (R.1a)

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;

with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;

your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. R.

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,

I have sworn to my servant David:
4 I will establish your descendants forever,

and build your throne for all generations.” R.

26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,

my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
28 Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him,

and my covenant with him will stand firm. R.

SECOND READING Romans 16.25-27

The mystery, so long held secret, is now revealed to all.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

25 To God who is able to strengthen you

according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ,

according to the revelation of the mystery
26 that was kept secret for long ages but is now disclosed,

and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles,

according to the command of the eternal God,

to bring about the obedience of faith—
27 to the only wise God,

through Jesus Christ,

to whom be the glory forever! Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 1.38

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the servant of the Lord:

let it be done to me according to your word.

G O S P E L Luke 1.26-38

You will conceive in your womb and bear a son.

✠ A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God

to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,

of the house of David.

The virgin’s name was Mary.

28 And the angel came to Mary and said,

“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.”
29 But she was much perplexed by his words

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.

30 The angel said to her,

“Do not be afraid, Mary,

for you have found favour with God.
31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,

and you will name him Jesus.

32 “He will be great,

and will be called the Son of the Most High,

and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;

therefore the child to be born will be holy;

he will be called Son of God.

36 “And now,

your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
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37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”
38 Then Mary said,

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord;

let it be with me according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord.





SUNDAYS OF ADVENT

YEAR C
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3 FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Jeremiah 33.14-16

I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when I will fulfil the promise

I made to the house of Israel

and the house of Judah.

15 In those days and at that time

I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David;

and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.

16 In those days Judah will be saved

and Jerusalem will live in safety.

And this is the name by which it will be called:

“The Lord is our righteousness.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 25.4-5a, 8-9, 10+14 (R.1b)

R. To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord,

teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation. R.

8 Good and upright is the Lord,

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way. R.

10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness,

for those who keep his covenant and his decrees.
14 The friendship of the Lord is for those who fear him,

and he makes his covenant known to them. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 3.12 - 4.2

May the Lord strengthen your hearts
when Christ comes among us.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

Beloved:
12 May the Lord make you increase

and abound in love for one another and for all,

just as we abound in love for you.
13 And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness

that you may be blameless before our God and Father

at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

1 Finally, brothers and sisters,

we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus that,

as you learned from us how you ought to live and to please God,

as, in fact, you are doing,

you should do so more and more.
2 For you know what instructions we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Psalm 85.7

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

G O S P E L Luke 21.25-28, 34-36

Your redemption is drawing near.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Jesus spoke to his disciples about his return in glory.
25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars

and on the earth distress among nations

confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.
26 People will faint from fear and foreboding

of what is coming upon the world,

for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. ➣
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27 “Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’

with power and great glory.
28 Now when these things begin to take place,

stand up and raise your heads,

because your redemption is drawing near.

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down

with dissipation and drunkenness

and the worries of this life,
35 and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap.

For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth.
36 Be alert at all times,

praying that you may have the strength

to escape all these things that will take place,

and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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6 SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Baruch 5.1-9

God will show your splendour, O Jerusalem,
everywhere under heaven.

A reading from the book of the prophet Baruch.

1 Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem,

and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God.
2 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God;

put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;
3 for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven.
4 For God will give you evermore the name,

“Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.”

5 Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height;

look toward the east,

and see your children gathered from west and east

at the word of the Holy One,

rejoicing that God has remembered them.
6 For they went out from you on foot,

led away by their enemies;

but God will bring them back to you,

carried in glory, as on a royal throne.

7 For God has ordered that every high mountain

and the everlasting hills be made low

and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,

so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God.
8 The woods and every fragrant tree

have shaded Israel at God’s command.
9 For God will lead Israel with joy,

in the light of his glory,

with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 (R.3)

R. The Lord has done great things for us;

we are filled with joy.

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,

we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy. R.

Then it was said among the nations,

“The Lord has done great things for them.”
3 The Lord has done great things for us,

and we rejoiced. R.

4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,

like the watercourses in the desert of the Negev.
5 May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy. R.

6 Those who go out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy,

carrying their sheaves. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 1.3-6, 8-11

In the day of Christ, may you be pure and blameless.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

My brothers and sisters,
3 I thank my God every time I remember you,
4 constantly praying with joy

in every one of my prayers for all of you,
5 because of your sharing in the gospel

from the first day until now.

6 I am confident of this,

that the one who began a good work among you

will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.

8 For God is my witness,

how I long for all of you

with the compassion of Christ Jesus.
9 And this is my prayer,

that your love may overflow more and more

with knowledge and full insight
10 so that in the day of Christ

you may be pure and blameless,
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11 having produced the harvest of righteousness

that comes through Jesus Christ

for the glory and praise of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 3.4, 6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:

all people shall see the salvation of God.

G O S P E L Luke 3.1-6

All flesh shall see the salvation of God.

✠ A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius,

when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,

and Herod was ruler of Galilee,

and his brother Philip

ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis,

and Lysanias ruler of Abilene,
2 during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiphas,

the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

3 He went into all the region around the Jordan,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.
5 Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,

and the crooked shall be made straight,

and the rough ways made smooth;
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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9 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Zephaniah 3.14-18a

Daughter of Zion, the Lord  will rejoice over you with gladness.

A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah.

14 Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!

Rejoice and exult with all your heart,

O daughter of Jerusalem!
15 The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,

he has turned away your enemies.

The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;

you shall fear disaster no more.

16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:

Do not fear, O Zion;

do not let your hands grow weak.
17 The Lord, your God, is in your midst,

a warrior who gives victory;

he will rejoice over you with gladness,

he will renew you in his love;

The Lord, your God, will exult over you with loud singing
18 as on a day of festival.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Isaiah 12.2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (R.6)

R. Cry out with joy and gladness:

for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.

2 Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust, and will not be afraid,

for the Lord God is my strength and my might;

he has become my salvation.
3 With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation. R.

4 Give thanks to the Lord,

call on his name;

make known his deeds among the nations;
proclaim that his name is exalted. R.
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5 Sing praises to the Lord,

for he has done gloriously;

let this be known in all the earth.
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,

for great in your midst

is the Holy One of Israel. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 4.4-7

The Lord is close at hand.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always;

again I will say, Rejoice.

5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone.

The Lord is near.
6 Do not worry about anything,

but in everything let your requests be made known to God

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving.

7 And the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18 (Isaiah 61.1)

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Spirit of the Lord now upon me

has sent me to bring good news to the poor.

G O S P E L Luke 3.10-18

The crowds asked, “What should we do?”

✠ A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

10 The crowds, who were gathering to be baptized by John, asked him,

“What should we do?”
11 In reply John said to them,

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none;

and whoever has food must do likewise.”

12 Even tax collectors came to be baptized,

and they asked him,

“Teacher, what should we do?” ➣
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13 He said to them,

“Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.”
14 Soldiers also asked him,

“And we, what should we do?”

He said to them,

“Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation,

and be satisfied with your wages.”

15 As the people were filled with expectation,

and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,

whether he might be the Messiah,
16 John answered all of them by saying,

“I baptize you with water;

but one who is more powerful than I is coming;

I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
17 His winnowing fork is in his hand,

to clear his threshing floor

and to gather the wheat into his granary;

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

18 So, with many other exhortations,

John proclaimed the good news to the people.

The gospel of the Lord.
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12 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

FIRST READING Micah 5.2-5a

From you, O Bethlehem, will come the ruler of Israel.

A reading from the book of the prophet Micah.

The Lord says to his people:
2 “You, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,

who are one of the little clans of Judea,

from you shall come forth for me

one who is to rule in Israel,

whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.”

3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time

when she who is in labour has brought forth;

then the rest of his kindred

shall return to the people of Israel.
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock

in the strength of the Lord,

in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.

And they shall live secure,

for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth;
5 and he shall be the one of peace.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 80.1ab+2, 14-15, 17-18 (R.3)

R. Lord, make us turn to you;

let us see your face and we shall be saved.

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

you who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.
2 Stir up your might,

and come to save us. R.

14 Turn again, O God of hosts,

look down from heaven and see;

have regard for this vine,
15 the stock that your right hand has planted. R.

17 But let your hand be upon the one at your right,

the one whom you have made strong for yourself.
18 Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 10.5-10

I come to do your will.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

5 When Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body you have prepared for me;
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings

you have taken no pleasure.
7 Then I said,

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book,

‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God.’”

8 When Christ said,

“You have neither desired nor taken pleasure

in sacrifices and offerings

and burnt offerings and sin offerings”

(these are offered according to the law),
9 then he added,

“See, I have come to do your will.”

He abolishes the first

in order to establish the second.

10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ

once for all.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 1.38

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the servant of the Lord:

let it be done to me according to your word.
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G O S P E L Luke 1.39-45

Why has this happened to me,
that the mother of my Lord comes to me?

✠ A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

39 Mary set out and went with haste

to a Judean town in the hill country,
40 where she entered the house of Zechariah

and greeted Elizabeth.

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,

the child leaped in her womb.

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
42 and exclaimed with a loud cry,

“Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
43 And why has this happened to me,

that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,

the child in my womb leaped for joy.
45 And blessed is she who believed

that there would be a fulfilment

of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

The gospel of the Lord.





THE SEASON OF

CHRISTMAS



50 YEARS ABC

First Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel

Christmas: Vigil Isa 62.1-5 89 Ac 13.16-17,22-25 Mt 1.1-25

– Night Isa 9.2-4,6-7 96 Tt 2.11-14 Lk 2.1-16

– Dawn Isa 62.11-12 97 Tt 3.4-7 Lk 2.15-20

– Day Isa 52.7-10 98 He 1.1-6 Jn 1.1-18

Holy Family A: Si 3:2-6.12-14 128 Col 3:12-21 Mt 2.13-15,19-23

B: Gn 15.1-6; 17.15a-16;

21.1-7 105 He 11.8,11-12,17-19 Lk 2.22-40

C: Isa 1.11,20-22,24-28 84 1 Jn 3.1-2,21-24 Lk 2.41-52

Mary, Mother of God

(January 1) Nb 6.22-27 67 Ga 4.4-7 Lk 2.16-21

2nd Sunday after

Christmas Si 24.1-4,8-12 147 Ep 1.3-6,15-19 Jn 1.1-18

Epiphany Isa 60.1-6 72 Ep 3.2-3a,5-6 Mt 2.1-12

Baptism of the Lord A: Isa 42.1-4.6-7 29 Ac 10:34-38 Mt 3.13-17

B: Isa 55.1-11 Isa 12 1 Jn 5.1-9 Mk 1.7-11

C: Isa 40.1-5,9-11 104 Tt 2.11-14; 3.4-7 Lk 3.15-16,21-22

Table 2: CHRISTMAS SEASON
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COMMON RESPONSES (REFRAINS)

R. Lord, today we have seen your glory.

COMMON RESPONSORIAL PSALMS

Before Epiphany:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6

(R.3b)

R. All the ends of the earth have seen

the saving power of God.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvellous things.

His right hand and his holy arm

have brought him victory. R.

2 The Lord has made known his victory;

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the 

nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness

to the house of Israel. R.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.

5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,

with the lyre and the sound of melody.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14, 

R. See 9)++

R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

9 O fear the Lord, you his holy ones,

for those who fear him have no want.
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger,

but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. R.

11 Come, O children, listen to me;

I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
12 Which of you desires life,

and covets many days to enjoy good? R.

13 Keep your tongue from evil,

and your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Depart from evil, and do good;

seek peace, and pursue it. R.

After Epiphany:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13

(R. See 11b+Psalm 98.3c)

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to a king’s son.
2 May he judge your people with righteousness,

and your poor with justice. R.

7 In his days may righteousness flourish

and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.

10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles

render him tribute,

may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
11 May all kings fall down before him,

all nations give him service. R.

12 For he delivers the needy when they call,

the poor and those who have no helper.
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,

and saves the lives of the needy. R.

173 COMMON SUNG TEXTS – CHRISTMAS

The psalm as a rule is drawn from proper readings of the day because the psalm texts are directly
connected with the theme of the individual reading. To make the sung response easier for the peo-
ple, some psalms texts are provided according to the different season of the liturgical years. These
may be used in place of the proper psalm, especially when it is difficult to learn new music each week.
Care should be taken that the alternate text be similar in meaning to the proper psalm. (GIRM, 36.)
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS

Christmas Vigil

Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed:

The Saviour of the world will be our king.

Christmas Season - Before Epiphany

Luke 2.10-11

Good news and great joy to all the world:

today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.

Luke 2.14

Glory to God in the highest,

peace to God’s people on earth.

John 1.14, 12

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.

He enabled those who accepted him to become the

children of God.

Col 3.15, 16

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

and fullness of his message live within you.

See Acts 16.14b

Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.

Hebrews 1.1-2

In the past God spoke to our ancestors 

through the prophets;

now God speaks to us through the Son.

A holy day has dawned upon us.

Come you nations and adore the Lord.

Today a great light has come upon the earth.

Christmas Season - After Epiphany

See Matthew 2.2

We have seen his star in the east

and have come to adore the Lord.

Matthew 4.16

A people in darkness have seen a great light;

a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.

Matthew 4.23

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom

and healed all who were sick.

See Mark 9.7

The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice 

was heard:

This is my beloved Son, hear him.

Luke 3.16

John said: He who is to come is mightier than I;

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

Luke 4.18

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor

and freedom to prisoners.

Luke 7.16

A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.

See 1 Timothy 3.16

Glory to Christ who is proclaimed to the world:

glory from all who believe in him!



SUNDAYS AND SOLEMNITIES

OF CHRISTMAS

YEARS A, B, C
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13 VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS                                    DECEMBER 24

The readings below are intended for use at the Eucharist celebrated during the afternoon of
December 24, before or after first evening prayer, which is a separate vigil from the celebration of the
Solemnity of Christmas. For the celebration of Christmas the readings for during the night are used.

FIRST READING Isaiah 62.1-5

The Lord’s delight is in Zion.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says this:
1 “For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,

and her salvation like a burning torch.

2 “The nations shall see your vindication,

and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name

that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

4 “You shall no more be termed ‘Forsaken,’

and your land shall no more be termed ‘Desolate’;

but you shall be called ‘My Delight Is in Her,’

and your land ‘Married’;

for the Lord delights in you,

and your land shall be married.

5 “For as a young man marries a young woman,

so shall your builder marry you,

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,

so shall your God rejoice over you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.3-4, 15-16, 26+28 (R.1a)

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,

I have sworn to my servant David:
4 I will establish your descendants forever,

and build your throne for all generations.” R.

15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout,

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance;
16 they exult in your name all day long,

and extol your righteousness. R.

26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,

my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
28 Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him,

and my covenant with him will stand firm. R.

SECOND READING Acts 13.16-17, 22-25

Paul spoke of Jesus Christ, the descendant of David.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When Paul arrived in Antioch,

he stood up in the synagogue,

held up his hand for silence, and began to speak:

16 “You Israelites, and others who fear God, listen.
17 The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors

and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt,

and with uplifted arm he led them out of it.

22 “When God made David their king,

in his testimony about him he said,

‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man after my heart,

who will carry out all my wishes.’

23 “Of this man’s posterity God has brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus,

as he promised;
24 before his coming

John had already proclaimed a baptism of repentance

to all the people of Israel.
25 And as John was finishing his work, he said,

‘What do you suppose that I am?

I am not he.

No, but one is coming after me;

I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be destroyed:

the Saviour of the world will be our king.

GOSPEL (longer) Matthew 1.1-25

An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, son of David.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah,

the son of David, the son of Abraham.

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac,

Isaac the father of Jacob,

Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,
3 Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar,

Perez the father of Hezron,

Hezron the father of Aram,
4 Aram the father of Aminadab,

Aminadab the father of Nahshon,

Nahshon the father of Salmon,
5 Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab,

Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,

Obed the father of Jesse,
6 and Jesse the father of King David.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah,
7 Solomon the father of Rehoboam,

Rehoboam the father of Abijah,

Abijah the father of Asaph,
8 Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat,

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,

Joram the father of Uzziah,
9 Uzziah the father of Jotham,

Jotham the father of Ahaz,

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
10 Hezekiah the father of Manasseh,

Manasseh the father of Amos,

Amos father of Josiah,
11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers,

at the time of the deportation to Babylon.



VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS 57

12 And after the deportation to Babylon:

Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel,

Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel,
13 Zerubbabel the father of Abiud,

Abiud the father of Eliakim,

Eliakim the father of Azor,
14 Azor the father of Zadok,

Zadok the father of Achim,

Achim the father of Eliud,
15 Eliud the father of Eleazar,

Eleazar the father of Matthan,

Matthan the father of Jacob,
16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary,

of whom Jesus was born,

who is called the Messiah.

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations;

from David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations;

from the deportation to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations.

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,

but before they lived together,

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.

19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,

planned to dismiss her quietly.
20 But just when he had resolved to do this,

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,

“Joseph, son of David,

do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21 She will bear a son,

and you are to name him Jesus,

for he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place

to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord

through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” ➣
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24 When Joseph awoke from sleep,

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;

he took her as his wife,
25 but had no marital relations with her

until she had borne a son;

and he named him Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) Matthew 1.18-25

Mary will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

18 The birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,

but before they lived together,

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.

19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,

planned to dismiss her quietly.
20 But just when he had resolved to do this,

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,

“Joseph, son of David,

do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21 She will bear a son,

and you are to name him Jesus,

for he will save his people from their sins.”

22 All this took place

to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord

through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”

24 When Joseph awoke from sleep,

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;

he took her as his wife,
25 but had no marital relations with her

until she had borne a son;

and he named him Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.
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14 CHRISTMAS                                                      DECEMBER 25

DURING THE NIGHT

The texts below may also be used for Masses on Christmas Day. The readings from any of the
Christmas Masses may be used according to the pastoral needs of each celebration.

FIRST READING Isaiah 9.2-4, 6-7

A child has been born for us; a son given to us.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

2 The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shone.
3 You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.

4 For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.

6 For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;

and he is named

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually,

and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom.

He will establish and uphold it

with justice and with righteousness

from this time onward and forevermore.

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 96.1-2, 3-4, 11-12, 13 (R. Luke 2.11)

R. Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

tell of his salvation from day to day. R.

3 Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvellous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

he is to be revered above all gods. R.

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;

let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12 let the field exult, and everything in it.

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy. R.

13 Rejoice before the Lord; for he is coming,

for he is coming to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,

and the peoples with his truth. R.

SECOND READING Titus 2.11-14

The grace of God has appeared to all.

A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus.

11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,
12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions,

and in the present age to live lives

that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
13 while we wait for the blessed hope

and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour,

Jesus Christ.

14 He it is who gave himself for us

that he might redeem us from all iniquity

and purify for himself a people of his own

who are zealous for good deeds.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 2.10-11

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Good news and great joy to all the world:

today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
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G O S P E L Luke 2.1-16++

To you is born this day a Saviour, who is the Messiah.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus

that all the world should be registered.
2 This was the first registration

and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.
3 All went to their own towns to be registered.
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,

to the city of David called Bethlehem,

because he was descended from the house and family of David.
5 He went to be registered with Mary,

to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

6 While they were there,

the time came for her to deliver her child.
7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son

and wrapped him in bands of cloth,

and laid him in a manger,

because there was no place for them in the inn.

8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,

keeping watch over their flock by night.
9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them,

and the glory of the Lord shone around them,

and they were terrified.
10 But the angel said to them,

“Do not be afraid; for see—

I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,

who is the Messiah, the Lord.
12 This will be a sign for you:

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth

and lying in a manger.”

13 And suddenly there was with the angel

a multitude of the heavenly host,

praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!” ➣
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15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,

the shepherds said to one another,

“Let us go now to Bethlehem

and see this thing that has taken place,

which the Lord has made known to us.”
16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,

and the child lying in the manger.

The gospel of the Lord.
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15 CHRISTMAS                                                      DECEMBER 25

AT DAWN

The texts below may also be used for Masses on Christmas Day. The readings from any of the
Christmas Masses may be used according to the pastoral needs of each celebration.

FIRST READING Isaiah 62.11-12

See, your salvation comes.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

11 The Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth:

“Say to daughter Zion,

See, your salvation comes;

his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him.

12 “They shall be called ‘The Holy People,’

‘The Redeemed of the Lord’;

and you shall be called ‘Sought Out,’

‘A City Not Forsaken.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 97.1-2, 5-6, 11-12 (R. see 11, Luke 2.11)

R. A light will shine on us this day:

The Lord is born for us.

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;

let the many coastlands be glad!
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;

righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. R.

5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,

before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;

and all the peoples behold his glory. R.

11 Light dawns for the righteous,

and joy for the upright in heart.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,

and give thanks to his holy name! R.
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SECOND READING Titus 3.4-7

The goodness and loving kindness of God has saved us.

A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus.

4 When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared,
5 he saved us,

not because of any works of righteousness that we had done,

but according to his mercy,

through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly

through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
7 so that, having been justified by his grace,

we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 2.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Glory to God in the highest,

peace to God’s people on earth.

G O S P E L Luke 2.15-20

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,

the shepherds said to one another,

“Let us go now to Bethlehem

and see this thing that has taken place,

which the Lord has made known to us.”

16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph,

and the child lying in the manger.
17 When they saw this,

they made known what had been told them about this child;
18 and all who heard it were amazed

at what the shepherds told them.

19 But Mary treasured all these words

and pondered them in her heart.
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God

for all they had heard and seen,

as it had been told them.

The gospel of the Lord.
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DURING THE DAY

The texts below may also be used for Masses on Christmas Day. The readings from any of the
Christmas Masses may be used according to the pastoral needs of each celebration.

FIRST READING Isaiah 52.7-10

All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

7 How beautiful upon the mountains

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,

who brings good news,

who announces salvation,

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices,

together they sing for joy;

for in plain sight they see

the return of the Lord to Zion.

9 Break forth together into singing,

you ruins of Jerusalem;

for the Lord has comforted his people,

he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The Lord has bared his holy arm

before the eyes of all the nations;

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 2-3a, 3b-4, 5-6 (R.3bc)

R. All the ends of the earth have seen

the saving power of God.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvellous things.

His right hand and his holy arm

have brought him victory. R.

2 The Lord has made known his victory;

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love

and faithfulness to the house of Israel. R. ➣
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All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.

5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,

with the lyre and the sound of melody.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 1.1-6

In these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors

in many and various ways by the prophets,
2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son,

whom he appointed heir of all things,

through whom he also created the worlds.

3 He is the reflection of God’s glory

and the exact imprint of God’s very being,

and he sustains all things by his powerful word.

When he had made purification for sins,

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
4 having become as much superior to angels

as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son;

today I have begotten you”?

Or again,

“I will be his Father,

and he will be my Son”?
6 And again,

when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A holy day has dawned upon us.

Come you nations, and adore the Lord.

Today a great light has come upon the earth.

GOSPEL (longer) John 1.1-18

The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.
4 What has come into being in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as a witness to testify to the light,

so that all might believe through him.
8 He himself was not the light,

but he came to testify to the light.

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone,

was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world,

and the world came into being through him;

yet the world did not know him.
11 He came to what was his own,

and his own people did not accept him.
12 But to all who received him,

who believed in his name,

he gave power to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood

or of the will of the flesh

or of the will of man,

but of God. ➣
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14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.

15 John testified to him and cried out,

“This was he of whom I said,

‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me

because he was before me.’”

16 From his fullness we have all received,

grace upon grace.
17 The law indeed was given through Moses;

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18 No one has ever seen God.

It is God the only Son,

who is close to the Father’s heart,

who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) John 1.1-5, 9-14

The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.
4 What has come into being in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not overcome it.

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone,

was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world,

and the world came into being through him;

yet the world did not know him.
11 He came to what was his own,

and his own people did not accept him.



CHRISTMAS DURING THE DAY 69

12 But to all who received him,

who believed in his name,

he gave power to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood

or of the will of the flesh

or of the will of man,

but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.

The gospel of the Lord.



70 YEAR A

17 HOLY FAMILY
SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS – YEAR A

When a Sunday does not occur between December 25 and January 1, the Feast of the Holy Family is
celebrated on December 30. On a weekday only one reading precedes the Gospel.

FIRST READING Sirach 3.2-6, 12-14

Those who respect the Lord honour their parents.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

2 The Lord honours a father above his children,

and he confirms a mother’s right over her children.
3 Those who honour their father atone for sins,
4 and those who respect their mother

are like those who lay up treasure.
5 Those who honour their father

will have joy in their own children,

and when they pray they will be heard.
6 Those who respect their father will have long life,

and those who honour their mother obey the Lord.

12 My child, help your parents in their old age,

and do not grieve them as long as they live;
13 even if their minds fail, be patient with them;

because you have all your faculties do not despise them.
14 For kindness to your mother and father will not be forgotten,

and will be credited to you against your sins.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 128.1-2, 3, 4-5 (R. see 1)

R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

or: Happy are those who fear the Lord

and walk in his ways.

1 Happy is the one who fears the Lord,

who walks in his ways.
2 You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands;

you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. R.
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3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

within your house;

your children will be like olive shoots

around your table. R.

4 Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.
5 The Lord bless you from Zion.

May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem

all the days of your life. R.

SECOND READING Colossians 3.12-21

Family life in the Lord 

The shorter reading (12-17) ends at the asterisk.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved,

clothe yourselves with compassion,

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.
13 Bear with one another and,

if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other;

just as the Lord has forgiven you,

so you also must forgive.
14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love,

which binds everything together in perfect harmony.
15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

to which indeed you were called in the one body.

And be thankful.

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;

teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;

and with gratitude in your hearts

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God.
17 And whatever you do, in word or deed,

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,

giving thanks to God the Father through him.*
18 Wives, be subject to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and never treat them harshly.
20 Children, obey your parents in everything,

for this is your acceptable duty in the Lord.
21 Fathers, do not provoke your children,

or they may lose heart.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Colossians 3.15a, 16a

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

and the fullness of his message live within you.

G O S P E L Matthew 2.13-15, 19-23

Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

13 After the wise men had left,

an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt,

and remain there until I tell you;

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”
14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night,

and went to Egypt,
15 and remained there until the death of Herod.

This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord

through the prophet,

“Out of Egypt I have called my son.”

19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared

in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,
20 “Get up, take the child and his mother,

and go to the land of Israel,

for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”
21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother,

and went to the land of Israel.

22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea

in place of his father Herod,

he was afraid to go there.

And after being warned in a dream,

he went away to the district of Galilee.
23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth,

so that what had been spoken through the prophets

might be fulfilled,

“He will be called a Nazorean.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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17 HOLY FAMILY
SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS – YEAR B

FIRST READING Genesis 15.1-6; 17.3b-5,15-16; 21.1-7++

Your very own issue shall be your heir.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision,

“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield;

your reward shall be very great.”
2 But Abram said,

“O Lord God, what will you give me,

for I continue childless,

and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3 And Abram said,

“You have given me no offspring,

and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”
4 But the word of the Lord came to him,

“This man shall not be your heir;

no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.”

5 The Lord brought Abraham outside and said,

“Look toward heaven and count the stars,

if you are able to count them.”

Then he said to him,

“So shall your descendants be.”
6 And Abram believed the Lord;

and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

3 God said to him,
4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you:

You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.
5 No longer shall your name be Abram,

but your name shall be Abraham;

for I have made you the ancester

of a multitude of nations.”

15 God said to Abraham,

“As for Sarah your wife,

you shall not call her Sarai,

but Sarah shall be her name.
16 I will bless her,

and moreover I will give you a son by her. ➣
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I will bless her,

and she shall give rise to nations;

kings of peoples shall come from her.”

1 The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said,

and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised.
2 Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age,

at the time of which God had spoken to him.
3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore him.
4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac

when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.
5 Abraham was a hundred years old

when his son Isaac was born to him.
6 Now Sarah said,

“God has brought laughter for me;

everyone who hears will laugh with me.”
7 And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham

that Sarah would nurse children?

Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 105.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 (R.7a+8a)

R. The Lord remembers his covenant for ever.

1 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples.
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wonderful works. R.

3 Glory in his holy name;

let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
4 Seek the Lord and his strength;

seek his presence continually. R.

5 Remember the wonderful works he has done,

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,

children of Jacob, his chosen ones. R.

8 He is mindful of his covenant forever,

of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations,
9 the covenant that he made with Abraham,

his sworn promise to Isaac. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 11.8, 11-12, 17-19

The faith of Abraham, Sarah and Isaac.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed

when he was called to set out for a place

that he was to receive as an inheritance;

and he set out, not knowing where he was going.

11 By faith Sarah herself, though barren,

received power to conceive, even when she was too old,

because she considered God, who had made the promise, to be faithful.

12 Therefore from one person,

and this one as good as dead,

descendants were born,

“as many as the stars of heaven

and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”

17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac.

He who had received the promises

was ready to offer up his only son,
18 of whom he had been told,

“It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.”
19 Abraham considered the fact

that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—

and figuratively speaking,

he did receive him back.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Hebrews 1.1-2

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;

now God speaks to us through the Son.

G O S P E L (longer) Luke 2.22-40

The child grew, filled with wisdom;
and the favour of God was upon him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

22 When the time came for their purification

according to the law of Moses,

Mary and Joseph brought the child Jesus up to Jerusalem

to present him to the Lord, ➣
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23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord,

“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”),

24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated

in the law of the Lord,

“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;

this man was righteous and devout,

looking forward to the consolation of Israel,

and the Holy Spirit rested on him.
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit

that he would not see death

before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,

to do for him what was customary under the law,
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles

and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed

at what was being said about him.
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,

“This child is destined for the falling

and the rising of many in Israel,

and to be a sign that will be opposed
35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—

and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel,

of the tribe of Asher.

She was of a great age,

having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.

She never left the temple

but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day.
38 At that moment she came,

and began to praise God and to speak about the child

to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
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39 When Mary and Joseph had finished everything required

by the law of the Lord,

they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;

and the favour of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) Luke 2.22, 25-27, 34-35, 39-40++

The child grew, filled with wisdom;
and the favour of God was upon him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

22 When the time came for their purification

according to the law of Moses,

Mary and Joseph brought the child Jesus up to Jerusalem

to present him to the Lord.

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;

this man was righteous and devout,

looking forward to the consolation of Israel,

and the Holy Spirit rested on him.
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit

that he would not see death

before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,

to do for him what was customary under the law,

34 Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,

“This child is destined for the falling

and the rising of many in Israel,

and to be a sign that will be opposed
35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—

and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

39 When Mary and Joseph had finished everything required

by the law of the Lord,

they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;

and the favour of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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17 HOLY FAMILY
SUNDAY WITHIN THE OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS – YEAR C

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 1.11, 20-22, 24-28++

For as long as he lives, Samuel is given to the Lord.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

Hannah, wife of Elkanah, had no children;
11 she prayed to the Lord and made this vow:

“O Lord of hosts,

if only you will look on the misery of your servant,

and remember me, and not forget your servant,

but will give to your servant a male child,

then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of his death.

He shall drink neither wine nor intoxicants,

and no razor shall touch his head.”

20 In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son.

She named him Samuel, for she said,

“I have asked him of the Lord.”
21 Elkanah and all his household

went up to offer to the Lord the yearly sacrifice,

and to pay his vow.
22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband,

“As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him,

that he may appear in the presence of the Lord,

and remain there forever;

I will offer him as a nazirite for all time.”

24 When she had weaned him,

she took him up with her,

along with a three-year-old bull,

a measure of flour, and a skin of wine.

She brought him to the house of the Lord at Shiloh;

and the child was young.
25 Then they slaughtered the bull,

and they brought the child to Eli.
26 And she said,

“Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord,

I am the woman who was standing here in your presence,

praying to the Lord.
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27 For this child I prayed;

and the Lord has granted me the petition that I made to him.
28 Therefore I have lent him to the Lord;

as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord.”

She left him there for the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 84.1-2, 4-5, 8-9, 10 (R.4a)

R. Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord.

1 How lovely is your dwelling place,

O Lord of hosts!
2 My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord;

my heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God. R.

4 Happy are those who live in your house,

ever singing your praise.
5 Happy are those whose strength is in you,

in whose heart are the highways to Zion. R.

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer;

give ear, O God of Jacob!
9 Behold our shield, O God;

look on the face of your anointed. R.

10 For a day in your courts is better

than a thousand elsewhere.

I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God

than live in the tents of wickedness. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 3.1-2, 21-24

We are called children of God; and that is what we are.

A reading from the first letter of John.

1 See what love the Father has given us,

that we should be called children of God;

and that is what we are.

The reason the world does not know us is

that it did not know him.
2 Beloved,

we are God’s children now;

what we will be has not yet been revealed.

What we do know is this:

when he is revealed, we will be like him,

for we will see him as he is. ➣
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21 Beloved,

if our hearts do not condemn us,

we have boldness before God;
22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,

because we obey his commandments

and do what pleases him.
23 And this is his commandment,

that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ

and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who obey his commandments abide in him,

and he abides in them.

And by this we know that he abides in us,

by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Acts 16.14b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.

G O S P E L Luke 2.41-52

His parents found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
and they were astonished.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

41 Now every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem

for the festival of the Passover.
42 And when he was twelve years old,

they went up as usual for the festival.

43 When the festival was ended and they started to return,

the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem,

but his parents did not know it.
44 Assuming that he was in the group of travellers,

they went a day’s journey.

Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends.
45 When they did not find him,

they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.
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46 After three days they found him in the temple,

sitting among the teachers,

listening to them and asking them questions.
47 And all who heard him were amazed

at his understanding and his answers.
48 When his parents saw him they were astonished;

and his mother said to him,

“Child, why have you treated us like this?

Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.”
49 He said to them,

“Why were you searching for me?

Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
50 But they did not understand what he said to them.

51 Then Jesus went down with them and came to Nazareth,

and was obedient to them.

His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years,

and in divine and human favour.

The gospel of the Lord.
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18 MARY, MOTHER OF GOD                                 JANUARY 1

OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS

FIRST READING Numbers 6.22-27

They shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.

A reading from the book of Numbers.

22 The Lord spoke to Moses:

23 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying,

‘Thus you shall bless the Israelites:

You shall say to them,

24 “‘The Lord bless you and keep you;
25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you,

and be gracious to you;
26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you,

and give you peace.’

27 “So they shall put my name on the Israelites,

and I will bless them.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 67.1-2, 4-5, 6-7 (R.1a)

R. May God bless us in his mercy.

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to shine upon us,
2 that your way may be known upon earth,

your saving power among all nations. R.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you. R.

6 The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.
7 May God continue to bless us;

let all the ends of the earth revere him. R.
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SECOND READING Galatians 4.4-7

When the time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

4 When the fullness of time had come,

God sent his Son, born of a woman,

born under the law,
5 in order to redeem those who were under the law,

so that we might receive adoption as children.

6 And because you are children,

God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,

“Abba! Father!”
7 So you are no longer a slave but a child,

and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Hebrews 1.1-2

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets;

now God speaks to us through the Son.

G O S P E L Luke 2.16-21

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
After eight days he was named Jesus.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

When the angels had left them

the shepherds said to one another,

“Let us go now to Bethlehem

and see this thing that has taken place,

which the Lord has made known to us.”

16 So they went with haste

and found Mary and Joseph,

and the child lying in the manger.
17 When they saw this,

they made known what had been told them about this child;
18 and all who heard it were amazed

at what the shepherds told them. ➣
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19 But Mary treasured all these words

and pondered them in her heart.

20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God

for all they had heard and seen,

as it had been told them.

21 After eight days had passed,

it was time to circumcise the child;

and he was called Jesus,

the name given by the angel

before he was conceived in the womb.

The gospel of the Lord.
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19 SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

The readings below are used in places where the Epiphany is celebrated on January 6. In places
where Epiphany is transferred to a Sunday, the readings of Epiphany, no. 20 are used.

FIRST READING Sirach 24.1-4, 8-12

Wisdom makes her dwelling among God’s people.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

1 Wisdom praises herself,

and tells of her glory in the midst of her people.
2 In the assembly of the Most High she opens her mouth,

and in the presence of his hosts she tells of her glory:

3 “I came forth from the mouth of the Most High,

and covered the earth like a mist.
4 I dwelt in the highest heavens,

and my throne was in a pillar of cloud.

8 “Then the Creator of all things gave me a command,

and my Creator chose the place for my tent.

He said,

‘Make your dwelling in Jacob,

and in Israel receive your inheritance.’

9 “Before the ages, in the beginning, he created me,

and for all the ages I shall not cease to be.
10 In the holy tent I ministered before him,

and so I was established in Zion.

11 “Thus in the beloved city he gave me a resting place,

and in Jerusalem was my domain.
12 I took root in an honoured people,

in the portion of the Lord, his heritage.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 147.12-13, 14-15, 19-20 (R. John 1.14)

R. The Word of God became flesh

and dwelt among us.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!
13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates;

he blesses your children within you. R.

14 He grants peace within your borders;

he fills you with the finest of wheat.
15 He sends out his command to the earth;

his word runs swiftly. R.

19 He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation;

they do not know his ordinances. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1.3-6, 15-19++

God destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing

in the heavenly places.
4 God chose us in Christ

before the foundation of the world

to be holy and blameless before him in love.
5 God destined us for adoption as his children

through Jesus Christ,

according to the good pleasure of his will,
6 to the praise of his glorious grace

that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus

and your love toward all the saints,

and for this reason
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you

as I remember you in my prayers.
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17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of glory,

may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation

as you come to know him,
18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,

you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power

for us who believe,

according to the working of his great power.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See 1 Timothy 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Glory to Christ who is proclaimed to the world:

glory from all who believe in him!

G O S P E L (longer) John 1.1-18

The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.
4 What has come into being in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people.

5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 He came as a witness to testify to the light,

so that all might believe through him.
8 He himself was not the light,

but he came to testify to the light.

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone,

was coming into the world. ➣
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10 He was in the world,

and the world came into being through him;

yet the world did not know him.
11 He came to what was his own,

and his own people did not accept him.
12 But to all who received him,

who believed in his name,

he gave power to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood

or of the will of the flesh

or of the will of man,

but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.

15 John testified to him and cried out,

“This was he of whom I said,

‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me

because he was before me.’”

16 From his fullness we have all received,

grace upon grace.
17 The law indeed was given through Moses;

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18 No one has ever seen God.

It is God the only Son,

who is close to the Father’s heart,

who has made him known.

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) John 1.1-5, 9-14

The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen his glory.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.

2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.
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4 What has come into being in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not overcome it.

9 The true light, which enlightens everyone,

was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world,

and the world came into being through him;

yet the world did not know him.
11 He came to what was his own,

and his own people did not accept him.
12 But to all who received him,

who believed in his name,

he gave power to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood

or of the will of the flesh

or of the will of man,

but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.

The gospel of the Lord.
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20 EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 60.1-6

The glory of the Lord has risen upon you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Arise, shine, for your light has come,

and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you!
2 For darkness shall cover the earth,

and thick darkness the peoples;

but the Lord will arise upon you,

and his glory will appear over you.

3 Nations shall come to your light,

and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
4 Lift up your eyes and look around;

they all gather together, they come to you;

your sons shall come from far away,

and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.

5 Then you shall see and be radiant;

your heart shall thrill and rejoice,

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
6 A multitude of camels shall cover you,

the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come.

They shall bring gold and frankincense,

and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 72.1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (R. see 11b+Ps 98.3c)

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

1 Give the king your justice, O God,

and your righteousness to a king’s son.
2 May he judge your people with righteousness,

and your poor with justice. R.

7 In his days may righteousness flourish

and peace abound, until the moon is no more.
8 May he have dominion from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth. R.
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10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute,

may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.
11 May all kings fall down before him,

all nations give him service. R.

12 For he delivers the needy when they call,

the poor and those who have no helper.
13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,

and saves the lives of the needy. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 3.2-3a, 5-6

Now the mystery has been revealed:
now the Gentiles have become fellow heirs of the promise.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

2 Surely you have already heard

of the commission of God’s grace that was given me for you,
3 and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation.

5 In former generations

this mystery was not made known to humanity

as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets

by the Spirit:
6 that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs,

members of the same body,

and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 2.2

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

We have seen his star in the east;

and have come to adore the Lord.

G O S P E L Matthew 2.1-12

We have come from the East to pay homage to the king.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 In the time of King Herod,

after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,

wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking,
2 “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?

For we observed his star at its rising,

and have come to pay him homage.” ➣
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3 When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,

and all Jerusalem with him;
4 and calling together

all the chief priests and scribes of the people,

he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.
5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;

for so it has been written by the prophet:
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;

for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men

and learned from them the exact time

when the star had appeared.
8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,

“Go and search diligently for the child;

and when you have found him,

bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”

9 When they had heard the king, they set out;

and there, ahead of them,

went the star that they had seen at its rising,

until it stopped over the place where the child was.
10 When they saw that the star had stopped,

they were overwhelmed with joy.

11 On entering the house,

they saw the child with Mary his mother;

and they knelt down and paid him homage.

Then, opening their treasure chests,

they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,

they left for their own country by another road.

The gospel of the Lord.
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21 BAPTISM OF THE LORD
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY – YEAR A

FIRST READING Isaiah 42.1-4, 6-7

Here is my chosen servant in whom my soul delights.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord:
1 “Here is my servant, whom I uphold,

my chosen, in whom my soul delights;

I have put my spirit upon him;

he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2 He will not cry or lift up his voice,

or make it heard in the street;
3 a bruised reed he will not break,

and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;

he will faithfully bring forth justice.
4 He will not grow faint or be crushed

until he has established justice in the earth;

and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

6 “I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness,

I have taken you by the hand and kept you;

I have given you as a covenant to the people,

a light to the nations,
7 to open the eyes that are blind,

to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,

from the prison those who sit in darkness.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 29.1-2, 3ac-4, 3b+9c-10 (R.11b)

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.

1 Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings,

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
2 Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name;

worship the Lord in holy splendour. R.

3 The voice of the Lord is over the waters;

the Lord, over mighty waters.
4 The voice of the Lord is powerful;

the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.. R.
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3 The God of glory thunders,
9 and in his temple all say, “Glory!”
10 The Lord sits enthroned over the flood;

the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. R.

SECOND READING Acts 10.34-38

God anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

34 Peter began to speak to those assembled

in the house of Cornelius.

“I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right

is acceptable to him.
36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all.
37 That message spread throughout Judea,

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth

with the Holy Spirit and with power;

how he went about doing good

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,

for God was with him.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Mark 9.7

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice was heard:

this is my beloved Son, hear him.

G O S P E L Matthew 3.13-17

When Jesus had been baptized,
he saw the Spirit of God coming upon him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan,

to be baptized by him.
14 John would have prevented him, saying,

“I need to be baptized by you,

and do you come to me?”
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15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so for now;

for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.”

Then John consented.

16 And when Jesus had been baptized,

just as he came up from the water,

suddenly the heavens were opened to him

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove

and alighting on him.
17 And a voice from heaven said,

“This is my Son, the Beloved,

with whom I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.

When Epiphany is transferred to a Sunday which falls on 8 or 9 January, the Baptism of the Lord is
transferred to the Monday immediately following. Only one reading before the gospel is used.

The readings for the Sundays of Ordinary Time (see  no. 64, page 458) begin next Sunday. See the
Liturgical Calendar.
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21 BAPTISM OF THE LORD
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY – YEAR B

FIRST READING Isaiah 55.1-11

Incline your ear, and come to the waters;
listen, so that you may live.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Everyone who thirsts,

come to the waters;

and you that have no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

and your labour for that which does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me;

listen, so that you may live.

I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

my steadfast, sure love for David.

4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,

a leader and commander for the peoples.
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know,

and nations that do not know you shall run to you,

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,

for he has glorified you.

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found,

call upon him while he is near;
7 let the wicked forsake their way,

and the unrighteous their thoughts;

let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.
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10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Isaiah 12.2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (R.3)

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

2 Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust, and will not be afraid,

for the Lord God is my strength and my might;

he has become my salvation.
3 With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation. R.

4 Give thanks to the Lord,

call on his name;

make known his deeds among the nations;

proclaim that his name is exalted. R.

5 Sing praises to the Lord,

for he has done gloriously;

let this be known in all the earth.
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,

for great in your midst

is the Holy One of Israel. R.
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SECOND READING 1 John 5.1-9

There are three that testify:
the Spirit and the water and the blood.

A reading from the first letter of John.

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ

has been born of God,

and everyone who loves the parent loves the child.
2 By this we know that we love the children of God,

when we love God and obey his commandments.

3 For the love of God is this,

that we obey his commandments.

And his commandments are not burdensome,
4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world.

And this is the victory that conquers the world,

our faith.

5 Who is it that conquers the world

but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ,

not with the water only but with the water and the blood.

And the Spirit is the one that testifies,

for the Spirit is the truth.
7 There are three that testify:
8 the Spirit and the water and the blood,

and these three agree.
9 If we receive human testimony,

the testimony of God is greater;

for this is the testimony of God

that he has testified to his Son.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 1.29

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

John saw Jesus approaching him, and said:

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.
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G O S P E L Mark 1.7-11

You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

7 In his preaching he proclaimed,

“The one who is more powerful than I

is coming after me;

I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.
8 I have baptized you with water;

but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee

and was baptized by John in the Jordan.
10 And just as he was coming up out of the water,

he saw the heavens torn apart

and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.

11 And a voice came from heaven,

“You are my Son, the Beloved;

with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.

When Epiphany is transferred to a Sunday which falls on 8 or 9 January, the Baptism of the Lord is
transferred to the Monday immediately following. Only one reading before the gospel is used.

The readings for the Sundays of Ordinary Time (see  no. 65, page 566) begin next Sunday. See the
Liturgical Calendar.
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21 BAPTISM OF THE LORD
SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY – YEAR C

FIRST READING Isaiah 40.1-5, 9-11

The glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Comfort, O comfort my people,

says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,

and cry to her

that she has served her term,

that her penalty is paid,

that she has received from the Lord’s hand

double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries out:

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,

and every mountain and hill be made low;

the uneven ground shall become level,

and the rough places a plain.
5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,

and all people shall see it together,

for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

9 Get you up to a high mountain,

O Zion, herald of good tidings;

lift up your voice with strength,

O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,

lift it up, do not fear;

say to the cities of Judah,

“Here is your God!”

10 See, the Lord God comes with might,

and his arm rules for him;

his reward is with him,

and his recompense before him.
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11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;

he will gather the lambs in his arms,

and carry them in his bosom,

and gently lead the mother sheep.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1b-2, 3-4, 24-25, 27+28, 29-30 (R.1)

R. O bless the Lord, my soul!

1 O Lord my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honour and majesty,
2 wrapped in light as with a garment.

You stretch out the heavens like a tent. R.

3 You set the beams of your dwelling place on the waters,

you make the clouds your chariot,

you ride on the wings of the wind,
4 you make the winds your messengers,

fire and flame your ministers. R.

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.
25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide,

creeping things innumerable are there,

living things both small and great. R.

27 Living things all look to you

to give them their food in due season;
28 when you give to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. R.

29 When you take away their breath,

they die and return to their dust.
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth. R.

SECOND READING Titus 2.11-14; 3.4-7

God saved us through the water of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.

A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus.

11 The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,
12 training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions,

and in the present age to live lives

that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, ➣
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13 while we wait for the blessed hope

and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour,

Jesus Christ.

14 He it is who gave himself for us

that he might redeem us from all iniquity

and purify for himself a people of his own

who are zealous for good deeds.

4 For when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared,
5 he saved us,

not because of any works of righteousness that we had done,

but according to his mercy,

through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit.
6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly

through Jesus Christ our Saviour,
7 so that, having been justified by his grace,

we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

John said: He who is to come is mightier than I;

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.

G O S P E L Luke 3.15-16, 21-22

When Jesus had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

He went into all the region around the Jordan,

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

15 As the people were filled with expectation,

and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,

whether he might be the Messiah,
16 John answered all of them by saying,

“I baptize you with water;

but one who is more powerful than I is coming;

I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
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21 Now when all the people were baptized,

and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying,

the heaven was opened,
22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove.

And a voice came from heaven,

“You are my Son, the Beloved;

with you I am well pleased.”

The gospel of the Lord.

When Epiphany is transferred to a Sunday which falls on 8 or 9 January, the Baptism of the Lord is
transferred to the Monday immediately following. Only one reading before the gospel is used.

The readings for the Sundays of Ordinary Time (see no. 66, page 672) begin next Sunday. See the
Liturgical Calendar.
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A B C

Jl 2.12-18 Jl 2.12-18 Jl 2.12-18
Ash Wednesday Ps 51 Ps 51 Ps 51

2 Cor 5.20–6.2 2 Cor 5.20–6.2 2 Cor 5.20–6.2
Mt 6.1-6,16-18 Mt 6.1-6,16-18 Mt 6.1-6,16-18

Gn 2.7-9,16-18,25;3.1-7 Gn 9.8-15 Deut 26.4-10
1st Sunday Ps 51 Ps 25 Ps 91

Rom 5.12-19 1 Pet 3.18-22 Rom 10.8-13
Mt 4.1-11 Mk 1.12-15 Lk 4.1-13

Gen 12.1-4 Gen 22.1-2,9-13,15-18 Gen 15.5-12.17-18
2nd Sunday Ps 33 Ps 116 Ps 27

2 Tim 1.8b-10 Rom 8.31b-35,37 Phil 3.17–4:1
Mt 17.1-9 Mk 9.2-10 Lk 9.28b-36

Ex 17.3-7 Ex 20.1-17 Ex 3.1-8a,13-15
3rd Sunday Ps 95 Ps 19 Ps 103

Rom 5.1-2,5-8 1 Cor 1.18,22-25 1 Cor 10.1-6,10-12
Jn 4.5-42 Jn 2.13-25 Lk 13.1-9

or the readings for Year A

1 Sam 16.1b,6-7,10-13a 2 Chr 36.14-16,17a,19-23 Josh 5.9a,10-12
4th Sunday Ps 23 Ps 137 Ps 34

Eph 5.8-14 Eph 2.4-10 2 Cor 5.17-21
Jn 9.1-41 Jn 3.14-21 Lk 15.1-3,11-32

or the readings for Year A

Ezek 37.12-14 Jer 31.31-34 Isa 43.16-21
5th Sunday Ps 130 Ps 51 Ps 126

Rom 8.8-11 Heb 5.7-9 Phil 3.8-14
Jn 11.1-45 Jn 12.20-33 Jn 8.1-11

or the readings for Year A

Passion Procession
(Palm) Mt 21.1-11 Mk 11.1-10 Lk 19.28-40
Sunday or Jn 12.12-16

Eucharist
Isa 50.4-7 Isa 50.4-7 Isa 50.4-7
Ps 22 Ps 22 Ps 22
Phil 2.6-11 Phil 2.6-11 Phil 2.6-11
Mt 26.14–27.66 Mk 14.1–15.47 Lk 22.14–23.56

Holy Thursday
Chrism Mass Isa 61.1-3a,6a,8b-9 Isa 61.1-3a,6a,8b-9 Isa 61.1-3a,6a,8b-9

Ps 89 Ps 89 Ps 89
Rev 1.4-8 Rev 1.4-8 Rev 1.4-8
Lk 4.16-21 Lk 4.16-21 Lk 4.16-21

Table 3: LENT
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COMMON RESPONSES (REFRAINS)

R. Remember, O Lord, your faithfulness and love.

COMMON RESPONSORIAL PSALMS

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 51.1-2, 3-4a, 10-11, 12+15 

(R.1a+4a)

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

1 Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin. R.

3 For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned,

and done what is evil in your sight. R.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and put a new and right spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,

and do not take your holy spirit from me. R.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and sustain in me a willing spirit.
15 O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare your praise. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 91.1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 

(R.See 15b)

R. Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

1 You who live in the shelter of the Most High,

who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
2 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress;

my God, in whom I trust.” R.

10 No evil shall befall you,

no scourge come near your tent.
11 For he will command his angels concerning you

to guard you in all your ways. R.

12 On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
13 You will tread on the lion and the adder,

the young lion and the serpent you will trample 

under foot. R.

14 Those who love me, I will deliver;

I will protect those who know my name.
15 When they call to me, I will answer them;

I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them 

and honour them. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 130.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7b-8 

(R.7b)

R. With the Lord there is mercy,

and fullness of redemption.

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
2 Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my supplications! R.

3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,

Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,

so that you may be revered. R.

5 I wait for the Lord,

my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord

more than those who watch for the morning. R.

7 For with the Lord there is steadfast love,

and with him is great power to redeem.
8 It is he who will redeem Israel

from all its iniquities. R.

Holy Week:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 22.7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 

(R.1)

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

7 All who see me mock at me;

they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver;

let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” R.

173 COMMON SUNG TEXTS – LENT

The psalm as a rule is drawn from proper readings of the day because the psalm texts are directly
connected with the theme of the individual reading. To make the sung response easier for the peo-
ple, some psalms texts are provided according to the different season of the liturgical years. These
may be used in place of the proper psalm, especially when it is difficult to learn new music each week.
Care should be taken that the alternate text be similar in meaning to the proper psalm. (GIRM, 36.)
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16 For dogs are all around me;

a company of evildoers encircles me.

My hands and feet have shrivelled;
17 I can count all my bones. R.

18 They divide my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.
19 But you, O Lord, do not be far away!

O my help, come quickly to my aid! R.

22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS

Acclamations

During Lent, the acclamation “Alleluia” is not used. In its
place one of the following, or similar, acclamations may be
used before and after the verse.

Praise to you, Lord, king of eternal glory!++

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, Wisdom of God the 

Father!

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God!

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, King of endless glory!

Marvellous and great are your works, O Lord!

Salvation, glory, and power to the Lord Jesus Christ!

Verses

Any of the following verses may used in place of those given
in place.

Psalm 51.12, 14

Create a clean heart in me, O God;

give back to me the joy of your salvation.

Psalm 95.8

If today you hear God’s voice,

harden not your hearts.

See Psalm 130.5, 7

I hope in the Lord, I trust in his word;

with him there is mercy and fullness of redemption.

Ezekiel 18.31

Rid yourselves of all your sins

and make a new heart and a new spirit.

Ezekiel 33.11

I do not wish the sinner to die, says the Lord,

but to turn to me and live.

Joel 2.12-13

With all your heart turn to me, says the Lord,

for I am tender and compassionate.

See Amos 5.14

Seek good and not evil so that you may live,

and the Lord will be with you.

Matthew 4.4

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.

Matthew 4.17

Repent, says the Lord;

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

See Luke 9.35

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:

This is my beloved Son, hear him.

Luke 15.18

I will rise and go to my father and tell him:

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.

John 3.16

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have eternal life.

John 8.12

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life.

John 11.25a, 26

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;

whoever believes in me will not die for ever.

John 12.26

If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;

and where I am, my servant will also be.

2 Corinthians 6.2

This is the favourable time,

this is the day of salvation.

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;

all who come to him will live for ever.

Passion Sunday

Philippians 2.8-9

Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying 

on the cross.

Therefore God raised him on high and gave him 

a name above all other names.

Chrism Mass

Isaiah 61.1 (Luke 4.18)

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; for the Lord 

has anointed me

and sent me to bring good news to the poor.++

or

The Spirit of the Lord now upon me

has sent me to bring good news to the poor.



ASH WEDNESDAY

YEARS A, B, C
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220 ASH WEDNESDAY

FIRST READING Joel 2.12-18

Rend your hearts and not your clothing.

A reading from the book of the prophet Joel.

12 “Even now,” says the Lord,

“return to me with all your heart,

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
13 rend your hearts and not your clothing.

“Return to the Lord, your God,

for he is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,

and relents from punishing.”

14 Who knows whether the Lord will not turn and relent,

and leave a blessing behind him:

a grain offering and a drink offering

to be presented to the Lord, your God?

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion;

sanctify a fast;

call a solemn assembly;
16 gather the people.

Sanctify the congregation;

assemble the aged;

gather the children, even infants at the breast.

Let the bridegroom leave his room,

and the bride her canopy.

17 Between the vestibule and the altar

let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep.

Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord,

and do not make your heritage a mockery,

a byword among the nations.

Why should it be said among the peoples,

‘Where is their God?’”

18 Then the Lord became jealous for his land,

and had pity on his people.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 51.1-2, 3-4a, 10-11, 12+15 (R.1a+4a)

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

1 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin. R.

3 For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned,

and done what is evil in your sight. R.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and put a new and right spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,

and do not take your holy spirit from me. R.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and sustain in me a willing spirit.
15 O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare your praise. R.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5.20 - 6.2

Be reconciled to God, for now is the acceptable time.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

20 We are ambassadors for Christ,

since God is making his appeal through us;

we entreat you on behalf of Christ,

be reconciled to God.
21 For our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin,

so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God.
1 As we work together with him,

we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in vain.
2 For the Lord says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,

and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

See, now is the acceptable time;

see, now is the day of salvation!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Psalm 95.7-8

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

If today you hear God’s voice,

harden not your hearts.

G O S P E L Matthew 6.1-6, 16-18

Your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to the disciples,
1 “Beware of practising your piety before others

in order to be seen by them;

for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2 “So whenever you give alms,

do not sound a trumpet before you,

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets,

so that they may be praised by others.

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
3 But when you give alms,

do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
4 so that your alms may be done in secret;

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

5 “And whenever you pray,

do not be like the hypocrites;

for they love to stand and pray

in the synagogues and at the street corners,

so that they may be seen by others.

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
6 But whenever you pray,

go into your room and shut the door

and pray to your Father who is in secret;

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

16 “And whenever you fast,

do not look dismal, like the hypocrites,

for they disfigure their faces

so as to show others that they are fasting.

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
17 But when you fast,

put oil on your head and wash your face,
18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others

but by your Father who is in secret;

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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YEAR A
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22 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Genesis 2.7-9, 16-18,2-5; 3.1-7++

The creation and the sin of our first parents.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

7 The Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground,

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;

and the man became a living being.
8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east;

and there he put the man whom he had formed.
9 Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow

every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food,

the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,

and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.

16 And the Lord God commanded the man,

“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden;
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,

for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”
18 Then the Lord God said,

“It is not good that the man should be alone;

I will make him a helper as his patner.’
25 And the man and his wife were both naked,

and were not ashamed.

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal

that the Lord God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God say,

‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2 The woman said to the serpent,

“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden;
3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree

that is in the middle of the garden,

nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’”
4 But the serpent said to the woman,

“You will not die;
5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened,

and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food,

and that it was a delight to the eyes,

and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,

she took of its fruit and ate;
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and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her,

and he ate.

7 Then the eyes of both were opened,

and they knew that they were naked;

and they sewed fig leaves together

and made loincloths for themselves.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 51.1-2, 3-4a, 10-11, 12+15 (R.1a+4a)

R. Be merciful, O Lord, for we have sinned.

1 Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin. R.

3 For I know my transgressions,

and my sin is ever before me.
4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned,

and done what is evil in your sight. R.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and put a new and right spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,

and do not take your holy spirit from me. R.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and sustain in me a willing spirit.
15 O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare your praise. R.
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SECOND READING (longer) Romans 5.12-19

Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man,

and death came through sin,

so death spread to all, because all have sinned.

13 Sin was indeed in the world before the law,

but sin is not reckoned when there is no law.
14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses,

even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam,

who is a type of the one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass.

For if the many died through the one man’s trespass,

much more surely have the grace of God

and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,

abounded for the many.
16 And the free gift is not like the effect of that one person’s sin.

For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation,

but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification.

17 If, because of the trespass of one,

death exercised dominion through that one,

much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace

and the free gift of righteousness

exercise dominion in life through the one, Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore just as the trespass of one

led to condemnation for all,

so the act of righteousness of one

leads to justification and life for all.
19 For just as by the disobedience of one person

the many were made sinners,

so by the obedience of one person

the many will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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SECOND READING (shorter) Romans 5.12, 17-19

Where sin increased, grace abounded all the more.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man,

and death came through sin,

so death spread to all, because all have sinned.

17 If, because of the trespass of one,

death exercised dominion through that one,

much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace

and the free gift of righteousness

exercise dominion in life through the one, Jesus Christ.

18 Therefore just as the trespass of one

led to condemnation for all,

so the act of righteousness of one

leads to justification and life for all.

19 For just as by the disobedience of one

the many were made sinners,

so by the obedience of one

the many will be made righteous.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.4

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.

G O S P E L Matthew 4.1-11

Jesus fasted forty days, and was put to the test.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

After being baptized,
1 Jesus was led up by the Spirit

into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
2 He fasted forty days and forty nights,

and afterwards he was famished.
3 The tempter came and said to him,

“If you are the Son of God,

command these stones to become loaves of bread.” ➣
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4 But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city

and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him,
6 “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down;

for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written,

‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain

and showed him

all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour;
9 and he said to him,

“All these I will give you,

if you will fall down and worship me.”
10 Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan!

for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.’”
11 Then the devil left him,

and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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25 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Genesis 12.1-4

The calling of Abraham, father of the people of God.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 The Lord said to Abram,

“Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house

to the land that I will show you.
2 I will make of you a great nation,

and I will bless you, and make your name great,

so that you will be a blessing.
3 I will bless those who bless you,

and the one who curses you I will curse;

and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him;

and Lot went with him.

Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.4-5, 18-19, 20+22, (R.22)

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us,

as we place our trust in you.

4 The word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5 He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R.

18 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast love,
19 to deliver their soul from death,

and to keep them alive in famine. R.

20 Our soul waits for the Lord;

he is our help and shield.
22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,

even as we hope in you. R.
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SECOND READING 2 Timothy 1.8b-10

God called us to be holy and gives us life and immortality
through the gospel.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.

Brothers and sisters:
8 Join with me in suffering for the gospel,

relying on the power of God,
9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling,

not according to our works

but according to his own purpose and grace.

This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus

before the ages began,
10 but it has now been revealed

through the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus,

who abolished death

and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 9.35

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:

This is my beloved Son, hear him.

G O S P E L Matthew 17.1-9

Jesus’ face shone like the sun.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John

and led them up a high mountain, by themselves.
2 And he was transfigured before them,

and his face shone like the sun,

and his clothes became dazzling white.
3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.

4 Then Peter said to Jesus,

“Lord, it is good for us to be here;

if you wish, I will make three tents here,

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
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5 While he was still speaking,

suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them,

and from the cloud a voice said,

“This is my Son, the Beloved;

with him I am well pleased;

listen to him!”

6 When the disciples heard this,

they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.
7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying,

“Get up and do not be afraid.”
8 And when they looked up,

they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them,

“Tell no one about the vision

until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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28 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Exodus 17.3-7

Give us water to drink

A reading from the book of Exodus.

3 In the wilderness the people thirsted for water;

and the people complained against Moses and said,

“Why did you bring us out of Egypt,

to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”
4 So Moses cried out to the Lord,

“What shall I do with this people?

They are almost ready to stone me.”

5 The Lord said to Moses

“Go on ahead of the people,

and take some of the elders of Israel with you;

take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.
6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb.

Strike the rock, and water will come out of it,

so that the people may drink.”

Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.

7 He called the place Massah and Meribah,

because the Israelites quarrelled and tested the Lord,

saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 95.1-2, 6-7ab, 7c-9 (R.7c+8a)

R. If today you hear God’s voice,

harden not your hearts.

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! R.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand. R.
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O that today you would listen to his voice!
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9 when your ancestors tested me,

and put me to the proof,

though they had seen my work. R.

SECOND READING Romans 5.1-2, 5-8

God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

1 Since we are justified by faith,

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

5 And hope does not disappoint us,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
6 For while we were still weak,

at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person,

though perhaps for a good person

someone might actually dare to die.
8 But God proves his love for us

in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 4.42, 15

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world;

give me living water, that I may never thirst again.

G O S P E L (longer) John 4.5-42

The water that I will give will become a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

5 Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar,

near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s well was there,

and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well.

It was about noon. ➣
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7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water,

and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him,

“How is it that you, a Jew,

ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”

(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)
10 Jesus answered her,

“If you knew the gift of God,

and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’

you would have asked him,

and he would have given you living water.”

11 The woman said to him,

“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.

Where do you get that living water?
12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well,

and with his children and his flocks drank from it?”
13 Jesus said to her,

“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them

will never be thirsty.

The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water

gushing up to eternal life.”
15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water,

so that I may never be thirsty

or have to keep coming here to draw water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.”
17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”

Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’;
18 for you have had five husbands,

and the one you have now is not your husband.

What you have said is true!”

19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.
20 Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain,

but you say that the place where people must worship

is in Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus said to her,

“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming

when you will worship the Father

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
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22 You worship what you do not know;

we worship what we know,

for salvation is from the Jews.
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here,

when the true worshippers will worship the Father

in spirit and truth,

for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.
24 God is spirit,

and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming”

(who is called the Christ).

“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.”
26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,

the one who is speaking to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came.

They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman,

but no one said, “What do you want?”

or, “Why are you speaking with her?”
28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city.

She said to the people,
29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done!

He cannot be the Messiah, can he?”
30 They left the city and were on their way to him.
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him,

“Rabbi, eat something.”
32 But he said to them,

“I have food to eat that you do not know about.”
33 So the disciples said to one another,

“Surely no one has brought him something to eat?”

34 Jesus said to them,

“My food is to do the will of him who sent me

and to complete his work.
35 Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’?

But I tell you, look around you,

and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting.
36 The reaper is already receiving wages

and is gathering fruit for eternal life,

so that sower and reaper may rejoice together.
37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’
38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour.

Others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.” ➣
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39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in Jesus

because of the woman’s testimony,

“He told me everything I have ever done.”
40 So when the Samaritans came to him,

they asked him to stay with them;

and he stayed there two days.
41 And many more believed because of his word.
42 They said to the woman,

“It is no longer because of what you said that we believe,

for we have heard for ourselves,

and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) John 4.5-15, 19-26, 39, 40-42

The water that I will give will become a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

5 Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar,

near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.
6 Jacob’s well was there,

and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well.

It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water,

and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.”
8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)

9 The Samaritan woman said to him,

“How is it that you, a Jew,

ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”

(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.)
10 Jesus answered her,

“If you knew the gift of God,

and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’

you would have asked him,

and he would have given you living water.”

11 The woman said to him,

“Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.

Where do you get that living water?
12 Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well,

and with his children and his flocks drank from it?”
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13 Jesus said to her,

“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,
14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them

will never be thirsty.

The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water

gushing up to eternal life.”

15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water,

so that I may never be thirsty

or have to keep coming here to draw water.
19 I see that you are a prophet.
20 Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain,

but you say that the place where people must worship

is in Jerusalem.”

21 Jesus said to her,

“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming

when you will worship the Father

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.
22 You worship what you do not know;

we worship what we know,

for salvation is from the Jews.
23 But the hour is coming, and is now here,

when the true worshippers will worship the Father

in spirit and truth,

for the Father seeks such as these to worship him.
24 God is spirit,

and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”

25 The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming”

(who is called the Christ).

“When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.”
26 Jesus said to her, “I am he,

the one who is speaking to you.”

39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in Jesus.
40 So when they came to him,

they asked him to stay with them;

and he stayed there two days.
41 And many more believed because of his word.
42 They said to the woman,

“It is no longer because of what you said that we believe,

for we have heard for ourselves,

and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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31 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16.1b, 6-7, 10-13

David was anointed king over Israel.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

1 The Lord said to Samuel,

“Fill your horn with oil and set out;

I will send you to Jesse of Bethlehem,

for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.”

6 When the sons of Jesse came,

Samuel looked on Eliab and thought,

“Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.”
7 But the Lord said to Samuel,

“Do not look on his appearance

or on the height of his stature,

because I have rejected him;

for the Lord does not see as mortals see;

they look on the outward appearance,

but the Lord looks on the heart.”

10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel,

and Samuel said to Jesse,

“The Lord has not chosen any of these.”
11 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?”

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest,

but he is keeping the sheep.”

And Samuel said to Jesse,

“Send and bring him;

for we will not sit down until he comes here.”
12 Jesse sent and brought David in.

Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome.

The Lord said,

“Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.”

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil,

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers;

and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David

from that day forward.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1)

R. The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.

5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord

my whole life long. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 5.8-14

Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.

Live as children of light—
9 for the fruit of the light is found

in all that is good and right and true.

10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness,

but instead expose them.
12 For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly;
13 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
14 for everything that becomes visible is light.

Therefore it is said,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 8.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life.

G O S P E L (longer) John 9.1-41

The man who was blind washed his eyes and came back able to see.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.
2 His disciples asked him,

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents,

that he was born blind?”

3 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned;

he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.
4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day;

night is coming when no one can work.
5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground

and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”

(which means Sent).

Then the man who was blind went and washed, and came back able to see.
8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar

began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”
9 Some were saying, “It is he.”

Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”

He kept saying, “I am the man.”
10 But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes,

and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’

Then I went and washed and received my sight.”
12 They said to him, “Where is he?”

He said, “I do not know.”

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him

how he had received his sight.

He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.

Then I washed, and now I see.”
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16 Some of the Pharisees said,

“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.”

But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”

And they were divided.
17 So they said again to the blind man,

“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”

He said, “He is a prophet.”

18 They did not believe that he had been blind

and had received his sight

until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight
19 and asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?

How then does he now see?”
20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son,

and that he was born blind;
21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees,

nor do we know who opened his eyes.

Ask him; he is of age.

He will speak for himself.”
22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities,

who had already agreed

that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah

would be put out of the synagogue.
23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind,

and they said to him, “Give glory to God!

We know that this man is a sinner.”
25 He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.

One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
26 They said to him, “What did he do to you?

How did he open your eyes?”
27 He answered them,

“I have told you already, and you would not listen.

Why do you want to hear it again?

Do you also want to become his disciples?”
28 Then they reviled him, saying,

“You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.
29 We know that God has spoken to Moses,

but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.”

30 The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing!

You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.
31 We know that God does not listen to sinners,

but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. ➣
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32 Never since the world began has it been heard

that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.
33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”
34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,

and are you trying to teach us?”

And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out,

and when he found him, he said,

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
36 He answered, “And who is he, sir?

Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”
37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him,

and the one speaking with you is he.”
38 He said, “Lord, I believe.”

And he worshipped him.

39 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment

so that those who do not see may see,

and those who do see may become blind.”
40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,

“Surely we are not blind, are we?”
41 Jesus said to them,

“If you were blind, you would have no sin.

But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.”

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) John 9.1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38

The man who was blind washed his eyes and came back able to see.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.
6 He spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva

and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,
7 saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”

(which means Sent).

Then the man who was blind went and washed, and came back able to see.
8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar

began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”
9 Some were saying, “It is he.”

Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.”

He kept saying, “I am the man.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.
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14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.
15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him

how he had received his sight.

He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes.

Then I washed, and now I see.”
16 Some of the Pharisees said,

“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.”

But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?”

And they were divided.

17 So they said again to the blind man,

“What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.”

He said, “He is a prophet.”
34 They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,

and are you trying to teach us?”

And they drove him out.

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out,

and when he found him, he said,

Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
36 He answered, “And who is he, sir?

Tell me, so that I may believe in him.”
37 Jesus said to him,

“You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.”
38 He said, “Lord, I believe.”

And he worshipped him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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34 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37.12-14

I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

12 Thus says the Lord God:

“I am going to open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people;

and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
13 And you shall know that I am the Lord,

when I open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people.

14 “I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,

and I will place you on your own soil;

then you shall know

that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,”

says the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 130.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7b-8 (R.7b)

R. With the Lord there is mercy

and fullness of redemption.

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
2 Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my supplications! R.

3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,

Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,

so that you may be revered. R.

5 I wait for the Lord,

my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord

more than those who watch for the morning. R.

7 For with the Lord there is steadfast love,

and with him is great power to redeem.
8 It is he who will redeem Israel

from all its iniquities. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 8.8-11

The Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead will give life
to your mortal bodies.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 But you are not in the flesh;

you are in the Spirit,

since the Spirit of God dwells in you.

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ

does not belong to him.

10 But if Christ is in you,

though the body is dead because of sin,

the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

11 If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

he who raised Christ from the dead

will give life to your mortal bodies also

through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 11.25, 26

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord;

whoever believes in me will not die for ever.

G O S P E L (longer) John 11.1-45

I am the resurrection and the life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 Now a certain man, Lazarus, was ill.

He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume

and wiped his feet with her hair;

her brother Lazarus was ill.

3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,

“Lord, he whom you love is ill.”
4 But when Jesus heard this, he said,

“This illness does not lead to death;

rather it is for God’s glory,

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” ➣
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5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill,

he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.

7 Then after this Jesus said to the disciples,

“Let us go to Judea again.”
8 The disciples said to him,

“Rabbi, the people there were just now trying to stone you,

and are you going there again?”
9 Jesus answered,

“Are there not twelve hours of daylight?

Those who walk during the day do not stumble,

because they see the light of this world.
10 But those who walk at night stumble,

because the light is not in them.”

11 After saying this, he told them,

“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep,

but I am going there to awaken him.”
12 The disciples said to him,

“Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”
13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death,

but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep.
14 Then Jesus told them plainly,

“Lazarus is dead.
15 For your sake I am glad I was not there,

so that you may believe.

But let us go to him.”
16 Thomas, who was called the Twin,

said to his fellow disciples,

“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

17 When Jesus arrived,

he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem,

some two miles away,
19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary

to console them about their brother.
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,

while Mary stayed at home.
21 Martha said to Jesus,

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
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24 Martha said to him,

“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.

Those who believe in me,

even though they die, will live,
26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?”
27 She said to him,

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,

the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary,

and told her privately,

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”
29 And when Mary heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village,

but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her,

saw Mary get up quickly and go out.

They followed her because they thought

that she was going to the tomb to weep there.

32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,

she knelt at his feet and said to him,

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33 When Jesus saw her weeping,

and the Jews who came with her also weeping,

he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
34 Jesus said, “Where have you laid him?”

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus began to weep.
36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37 But some of them said,

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man

have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.

It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,

“Lord, already there is a stench

because he has been dead four days.”
40 Jesus said to her,

“Did I not tell you that if you believed,

you would see the glory of God?” ➣
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41 So they took away the stone.

And Jesus looked upward and said,

“Father, I thank you for having heard me.
42 I knew that you always hear me,

but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here,

so that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,

“Lazarus, come out!”
44 The dead man came out,

his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,

and his face wrapped in a cloth.

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary

and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) John 11.3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45

I am the resurrection and the life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

3 The sisters of Lazarus sent a message to Jesus,

“Lord, he whom you love is ill.”
4 But when Jesus heard this, he said,

“This illness does not lead to death;

rather it is for God’s glory,

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus,
6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill,

he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.
7 Then after this he said to the disciples,

“Let us go to Judea again.”

17 When Jesus arrived,

he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him,

while Mary stayed at home.
21 Martha said to Jesus,

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha said to him,

“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”
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25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.

Those who believe in me,

even though they die, will live,
26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.

Do you believe this?”
27 She said to him,

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,

the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

33 Jesus was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.
34 He said, “Where have you laid him?”

They said to him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus began to weep.
36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!”
37 But some of them said,

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man

have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.

It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,

“Lord, already there is a stench

because he has been dead four days.”
40 Jesus said to her,

“Did I not tell you that if you believed,

you would see the glory of God?”
41 So they took away the stone.

And Jesus looked upward and said,

“Father, I thank you for having heard me.
42 I knew that you always hear me,

but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here,

so that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice,

“Lazarus, come out!”
44 The dead man came out,

his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth,

and his face wrapped in a cloth.

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary

and had seen what Jesus did believed in him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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37 PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
PROCESSION WITH PALMS – YEAR A

G O S P E L Matthew 21.1-11

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 When they had come near Jerusalem

and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives,

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them,
2 “Go into the village ahead of you,

and immediately you will find a donkey tied,

and a colt with her;

untie them and bring them to me.
3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this,

‘The Lord needs them.’

And he will send them immediately.’”

4 This took place

to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them;
7 they brought the donkey and the colt,

and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them.
8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road,

and others cut branches from the trees

and spread them on the road.
9 The crowds that went ahead of him

and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem,

the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”
11 The crowds were saying,

“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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38 PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
EUCHARIST – YEAR A

FIRST READING Isaiah 50.4-7

I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
The Lord helped me, therefore I have not been disgraced.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord said:
4 “The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher,

that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens—

wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
5 The Lord God has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward.

6 “I gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face

from insult and spitting.

7 “The Lord God helps me;

therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint,

and I know that I shall not be put to shame”.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 22.7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 (R.1)

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

7 All who see me mock at me;

they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver;

let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” R.

16 For dogs are all around me;

a company of evildoers encircles me.

My hands and feet have shrivelled;
17 I can count all my bones. R.
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18 They divide my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.
19 But you, O Lord, do not be far away!

O my help, come quickly to my aid! R.

22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! R.

SECOND READING Philippians 2.6-11

Jesus humbled himself. Therefore God highly exalted him.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God highly exalted him

and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Philippians 2.8-9

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross.

Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names.
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The Gospel of the Passion, arranged for proclamation by several persons, is found on page 152.

G O S P E L Matthew 26.14 - 27.66

The Passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord.

The shorter version (27.11-54) begins and ends at the asterisks.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

14 One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot,

went to the chief priests and said,
15 “What will you give me if I betray him to you?”

They paid him thirty pieces of silver.
16 And from that moment

he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread

the disciples came to Jesus, saying,

“Where do you want us to make the preparations

for you to eat the Passover?”
18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him,

‘The Teacher says, My time is near;

I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’”
19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them,

and they prepared the Passover meal.

20 When it was evening,

he took his place with the twelve;
21 and while they were eating, he said,

“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”
22 And they became greatly distressed

and began to say to him one after another,

“Surely not I, Lord?”
23 He answered,

“The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me

will betray me.
24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him,

but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!

It would have been better for that one not to have been born.”
25 Judas, who betrayed him, said,

“Surely not I, Rabbi?”

He replied, “You have said so.”

26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread,

and after blessing it he broke it,

gave it to the disciples, and said,

“Take, eat; this is my body.” ➣
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27 Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying,

“Drink from it, all of you;
28 for this is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
29 I tell you,

I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine

until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”
30 When they had sung the hymn,

they went out to the Mount of Olives.

31 Then Jesus said to them,

“You will all become deserters because of me this night;

for it is written,

‘I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’
32 But after I am raised up,

I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”
33 Peter said to him,

“Though all become deserters because of you,

I will never desert you.”
34 Jesus said to him,

“Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows,

you will deny me three times.”
35 Peter said to him,

“Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.”

And so said all the disciples.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane;

and he said to his disciples,

“Sit here while I go over there and pray.”
37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,

and began to be grieved and agitated.

38 Then he said to them,

“I am deeply grieved, even to death;

remain here, and stay awake with me.”
39 And going a little farther,

he threw himself on the ground and prayed,

“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me;

yet not what I want, but what you want.”
40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping;

and he said to Peter,
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“So, could you not stay awake with me one hour?
41 Stay awake and pray

that you may not come into the time of trial;

for the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”
42 Again he went away for the second time and prayed,

“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it,

your will be done.”
43 Again he came and found them sleeping,

for their eyes were heavy.
44 So leaving them again,

he went away and prayed for the third time,

saying the same words.
45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them,

“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?

See, the hour is at hand,

and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
46 Get up, let us be going.

See, my betrayer is at hand.”

47 While he was still speaking,

Judas, one of the twelve, arrived;

with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs,

from the chief priests and the elders of the people.
48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,

“The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.”
49 At once he came up to Jesus and said,

“Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed him.
50 Jesus said to him,

“Friend, do what you are here to do.”

Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.

51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword,

drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest,

cutting off his ear.
52 Then Jesus said to him,

“Put your sword back into its place;

for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.
53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father,

and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?
54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled,

which say it must happen in this way?”

55 At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,

“Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me

as though I were a bandit? ➣
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Day after day I sat in the temple teaching,

and you did not arrest me.
56 But all this has taken place

so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.”

Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

57 Those who had arrested Jesus

took him to Caiaphas the high priest,

in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered.

58 But Peter was following him at a distance,

as far as the courtyard of the high priest;

and going inside, he sat with the guards

in order to see how this would end.
59 Now the chief priests and the whole council

were looking for false testimony against Jesus

so that they might put him to death,
60 but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward.

At last two came forward and said,
61 “This fellow said,

‘I am able to destroy the temple of God

and to build it in three days.’”
62 The high priest stood up and said,

“Have you no answer?

What is it that they testify against you?”
63 But Jesus was silent.

Then the high priest said to him,

“I put you under oath before the living God,

tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.”

64 Jesus said to him,

“You have said so.

But I tell you,

from now on you will see the Son of Man

seated at the right hand of Power

and coming on the clouds of heaven.”
65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,

“He has blasphemed!

Why do we still need witnesses?

You have now heard his blasphemy.
66 What is your verdict?”

They answered, “He deserves death.”
67 Then they spat in his face and struck him;

and some slapped him,
68 saying, “Prophesy to us, you Messiah!

Who is it that struck you?”
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69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.

A servant girl came to him and said,

“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”
70 But he denied it before all of them, saying,

“I do not know what you are talking about.”
71 When he went out to the porch,

another servant girl saw him,

and she said to the bystanders,

“This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”
72 Again he denied it with an oath,

“I do not know the man.”
73 After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter,

“Certainly you are also one of them,

for your accent betrays you.”
74 Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath,

“I do not know the man!”

At that moment the cock crowed.
75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said:

“Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.”

And he went out and wept bitterly.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

1 When morning came,

all the chief priests and the elders of the people

conferred together against Jesus

in order to bring about his death.
2 They bound him, led him away,

and handed him over to Pilate the governor.

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned,

he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver

to the chief priests and the elders.
4 He said, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.”

But they said, “What is that to us?

See to it yourself.”
5 Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed;

and he went and hanged himself.
6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said,

“It is not lawful to put them into the treasury,

since they are blood money.”
7 After conferring together,

they used them to buy the potter’s field

as a place to bury foreigners. ➣
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8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.
9 Then was fulfilled

what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah,

“And they took the thirty pieces of silver,

the price of the one on whom a price had been set,

on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price,
10 and they gave them for the potter’s field,

as the Lord commanded me.”

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor;

and the governor asked him,

“Are you the King of the Jews?”

Jesus said, “You say so.”
12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders,

he did not answer.
13 Then Pilate said to him,

“Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?”
14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge,

so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15 Now at the festival

the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd,

anyone they wanted.
16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.
17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them,

“Whom do you want me to release for you,

Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”
18 For he realized that it was out of jealousy

that they had handed him over.

19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat,

his wife sent word to him,

“Have nothing to do with that innocent man,

for today I have suffered a great deal

because of a dream about him.”

20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas

and to have Jesus killed.
21 The governor again said to them,

“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”

And they said, “Barabbas.”
22 Pilate said to them,

“Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?”

All of them said, “Let him be crucified!”

*
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23 Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?”

But they shouted all the more,

“Let him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing,

but rather that a riot was beginning,

he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying,

“I am innocent of this man’s blood;

see to it yourselves.”
26 So he released Barabbas for them;

and after flogging Jesus,

he handed him over to be crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the governor

took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters,

and they gathered the whole cohort around him.

28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown,

they put it on his head.

They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him

and mocked him, saying,

“Hail, King of the Jews!”
30 They spat on him,

and took the reed and struck him on the head.
31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe

and put his own clothes on him.

Then they led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out,

they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon;

they compelled this man to carry his cross.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha

(which means Place of a Skull),
34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall;

but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.

35 And when they had crucified him,

they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots;
36 then they sat down there and kept watch over him.

37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read,

“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”
38 Then two bandits were crucified with him,

one on his right and one on his left. ➣
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39 Those who passed by derided him,

shaking their heads and saying,
40 “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days,

save yourself!

If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”

41 In the same way the chief priests also,

along with the scribes and elders,

were mocking him, saying,
42 “He saved others; he cannot save himself.

He is the King of Israel;

let him come down from the cross now,

and we will believe in him.
43 He trusts in God;

let God deliver him now, if he wants to;

for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.’”
44 The bandits who were crucified with him

also taunted him in the same way.

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land

until three in the afternoon.
46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”

that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,

“This man is calling for Elijah.”
48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge,

filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick,

and gave it to him to drink.
49 But the others said,

“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.”
50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice

and breathed his last.

All may kneel for a period of silence.

51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two,

from top to bottom.

The earth shook, and the rocks were split.
52 The tombs also were opened,

and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs

and entered the holy city and appeared to many.
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54 Now when the centurion and those with him,

who were keeping watch over Jesus,

saw the earthquake and what took place,

they were terrified and said,

“Truly this man was God’s Son!” *
55 Many women were also there, looking on from a distance;

they had followed Jesus from Galilee and had provided for him.
56 Among them were Mary Magdalene,

and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,

and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.
57 When it was evening,

there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,

who was also a disciple of Jesus.
58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus;

then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.
59 So Joseph took the body

and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth
60 and laid it in his own new tomb,

which he had hewn in the rock.

He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away.
61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there,

sitting opposite the tomb.

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation,

the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said,
63 “Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive,

‘After three days I will rise again.’
64 Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day;

otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away,

and tell the people, ‘He has been raised from the dead,’

and the last deception would be worse than the first.”
65 Pilate said to them,

“You have a guard of soldiers;

go, make it as secure as you can.”
66 So they went with the guard

and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.
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G O S P E L Matthew 26.14 - 27.66

The Passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord.

N The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

14 N One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot,
15 went to the chief priests and said,

S1 What will you give me if I betray him to you?

N They paid him thirty pieces of silver.
16 And from that moment

he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread

the disciples came to Jesus, saying,

S1 Where do you want us to make the preparations

for you to eat the Passover?

18 J Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him,

“The Teacher says, My time is near;

I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.”

19 N So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them,

and they prepared the Passover meal.
20 When it was evening,

he took his place with the twelve;
21 and while they were eating, he said,

J Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.

22 N And they became greatly distressed

and began to say to him one after another,

S1 Surely not I, Lord?

23 J The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me

will betray me.
24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him,

but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!

It would have been better for that one not to have been born.

25 N Judas, who betrayed him, said,

S1 Surely not I, Rabbi?

J You have said so.
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26 N While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread,

and after blessing it he broke it,

gave it to the disciples, and said,

J Take, eat; this is my body.

27 N Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying,

J Drink from it, all of you;
28 for this is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.
29 I tell you,

I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine

until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.

30 N When they had sung the hymn,

they went out to the Mount of Olives.
31 Then Jesus said to them,

J You will all become deserters because of me this night;

for it is written,

“I will strike the shepherd,

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.”
32 But after I am raised up,

I will go ahead of you to Galilee.

33 N Peter said to him,

S1 Though all become deserters because of you,

I will never desert you.

34 J Truly I tell you, this very night, before the cock crows,

you will deny me three times.

35 N Peter said to him,

S1 Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.

N And so said all the disciples.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

36 N Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane;

and he said to his disciples,

J Sit here while I go over there and pray.
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37 N He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee,

and began to be grieved and agitated.
38 Then he said to them,

J I am deeply grieved, even to death;

remain here, and stay awake with me.

39 N And going a little farther,

he threw himself on the ground and prayed,

J My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me;

yet not what I want, but what you want.

40 N Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping;

and he said to Peter,

J So, could you not stay awake with me one hour?
41 Stay awake and pray

that you may not come into the time of trial;

for the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

42 N Again he went away for the second time and prayed,

J My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it,

your will be done.

43 N Again he came and found them sleeping,

for their eyes were heavy.
44 So leaving them again,

he went away and prayed for the third time,

saying the same words.
45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them,

J Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?

See, the hour is at hand,

and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
46 Get up, let us be going.

See, my betrayer is at hand.

47 N While he was still speaking,

Judas, one of the twelve, arrived;

with him was a large crowd with swords and clubs,

from the chief priests and the elders of the people.
48 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,

S1 The one I will kiss is the man; arrest him.

49 N At once he came up to Jesus and said,
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S1 Greetings, Rabbi!

N and kissed him.
50 Jesus said to him,

J Friend, do what you are here to do.

N Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him.
51 Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his hand on his sword,

drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest,

cutting off his ear.
52 Then Jesus said to him,

J Put your sword back into its place;

for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.
53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father,

and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?
54 But how then would the scriptures be fulfilled,

which say it must happen in this way?

55 N At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,

J Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me

as though I were a bandit?

Day after day I sat in the temple teaching,

and you did not arrest me.
56 But all this has taken place

so that the scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.

N Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.

57 Those who had arrested Jesus

took him to Caiaphas the high priest,

in whose house the scribes and the elders had gathered.

58 But Peter was following him at a distance,

as far as the courtyard of the high priest;

and going inside, he sat with the guards

in order to see how this would end.

59 Now the chief priests and the whole council

were looking for false testimony against Jesus

so that they might put him to death,
60 but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward.

At last two came forward and said,

61 S2 This fellow said,

“I am able to destroy the temple of God

and to build it in three days.”
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62 N The high priest stood up and said,

S3 Have you no answer?

What is it that they testify against you?

63 N But Jesus was silent.

Then the high priest said to him,

S3 I put you under oath before the living God,

tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God.

64 N Jesus said to him,

J You have said so.

But I tell you,

from now on you will see the Son of Man

seated at the right hand of Power

and coming on the clouds of heaven.

65 N Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,

S3 He has blasphemed!

Why do we still need witnesses?

You have now heard his blasphemy.
66 What is your verdict?

N They answered,

S2 He deserves death.

67 N Then they spat in his face and struck him;
68 and some slapped him, saying,

S2 Prophesy to us, you Messiah!

Who is it that struck you?

69 N Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard.

A servant girl came to him and said,

S3 You also were with Jesus the Galilean.

70 N But he denied it before all of them, saying,

S1 I do not know what you are talking about.

71 N When Peter went out to the porch,

another servant girl saw him,

and she said to the bystanders,

S3 This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.
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72 N Again he denied it with an oath,

S1 I do not know the man.

73 N After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter,

S2 Certainly you are also one of them,

for your accent betrays you.

74 N Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath,

S1 I do not know the man!

N At that moment the cock crowed.
75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said:

“Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.”

And he went out and wept bitterly.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

1 N When morning came,

all the chief priests and the elders of the people

conferred together against Jesus

in order to bring about his death.
2 They bound him, led him away,

and handed him over to Pilate the governor.

3 When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned,

he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver

to the chief priests and the elders.

4 S1 I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.

N But they said,

S2 What is that to us?

See to it yourself.

5 N Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed;

and he went and hanged himself.

6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said,

S2 It is not lawful to put them into the treasury,

since they are blood money.

7 N After conferring together,

they used them to buy the potter’s field

as a place to bury foreigners.
➣
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8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.
9 Then was fulfilled

what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah,

“And they took the thirty pieces of silver,

the price of the one on whom a price had been set,

on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price,
10 and they gave them for the potter’s field,

as the Lord commanded me.”

11 N Now Jesus stood before the governor;

and the governor asked him,

S3 Are you the King of the Jews?

J You say so.

12 N But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders,

he did not answer.
13 Then Pilate said to him,

S3 Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?

14 N But Jesus gave him no answer, not even to a single charge,

so that the governor was greatly amazed.

15 Now at the festival

the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd,

anyone they wanted.
16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas.
17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them,

S3 Whom do you want me to release for you,

Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?

18 N For he realized that it was out of jealousy

that they had handed him over.
19 While he was sitting on the judgment seat,

his wife sent word to him,

S2 Have nothing to do with that innocent man,

for today I have suffered a great deal

because of a dream about him.

20 N Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for

Barabbas

and to have Jesus killed.
21 The governor again said to them,

*
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S3 Which of the two do you want me to release for you?

N And they said,

S2 Barabbas.

22 N Pilate said to them,

S3 Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?

N All of them said,

S2 Let him be crucified!

23 N Then he asked,

S3 Why, what evil has he done?

N But they shouted all the more,

S3 Let him be crucified!

24 N So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing,

but rather that a riot was beginning,

he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying,

S3 I am innocent of this man’s blood;

see to it yourselves.

26 N So he released Barabbas for them;

and after flogging Jesus,

he handed him over to be crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the governor

took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters,

and they gathered the whole cohort around him.
28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him,
29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown,

they put it on his head.

They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him

and mocked him, saying,

S2 Hail, King of the Jews!

30 N They spat on him,

and took the reed and struck him on the head.
31 After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe

and put his own clothes on him.

Then they led him away to crucify him. ➣
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32 As they went out,

they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon;

they compelled this man to carry his cross.

At this point all may join in singing an acclamation.

33 N And when they came to a place called Golgotha

which means Place of a Skull,
34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall;

but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.

35 And when they had crucified him,

they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots;
36 then they sat down there and kept watch over him.

37 Over his head they put the charge against him, which read,

“This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

38 Then two bandits were crucified with him,

one on his right and one on his left.
39 Those who passed by derided him,

shaking their heads and saying,

40 S3 You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days,

save yourself!

If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.

41 N In the same way the chief priests also,

along with the scribes and elders,

were mocking him, saying,

42 S2 He saved others; he cannot save himself.

He is the King of Israel;

let him come down from the cross now,

and we will believe in him.
43 He trusts in God;

let God deliver him now, if he wants to;

for he said, “I am God’s Son.”

44 N The bandits who were crucified with him

also taunted him in the same way.

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land

until three in the afternoon.
46 And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice,

J Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?
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N that is,

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,

S3 This man is calling for Elijah.

48 N At once one of them ran and got a sponge,

filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick,

and gave it to him to drink.
49 But the others said,

S2 Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.

50 N Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice

and breathed his last.

All may kneel for a period of silent.

51 N At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two,

from top to bottom.

The earth shook, and the rocks were split.
52 The tombs also were opened,

and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised.
53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs

and entered the holy city and appeared to many.

54 Now when the centurion and those with him,

who were keeping watch over Jesus,

saw the earthquake and what took place,

they were terrified and said,

S3 Truly this man was God’s Son! *
55 N Many women were also there, looking on from a distance;

they had followed Jesus from Galilee

and had provided for him.
56 Among them were Mary Magdalene,

and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,

and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

57 When it was evening,

there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph,

who was also a disciple of Jesus.
58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus;

then Pilate ordered it to be given to him. ➣
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59 So Joseph took the body

and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth
60 and laid it in his own new tomb,

which he had hewn in the rock.

He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away.

61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there,

sitting opposite the tomb.

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation,

the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said,

63 S2 Sir, we remember what that impostor said

while he was still alive,

“After three days I will rise again.”
64 Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day;

otherwise his disciples may go and steal him away,

and tell the people, “He has been raised from the dead,”

and the last deception would be worse than the first.

65 N Pilate said to them,

S3 You have a guard of soldiers;

go, make it as secure as you can.

66 N So they went with the guard

and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.

At this point the readers return to their places in silence.
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23 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Genesis 9.8-15

I will establish my covenant with you, that never again
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

8 God said to Noah and to his sons with him,
9 “As for me,

I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you,
10 and with every living creature that is with you,

the birds, the domestic animals,

and every animal of the earth with you,

as many as came out of the ark.
11 I establish my covenant with you,

that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood,

and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

12 God said,

“This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you

and every living creature that is with you,

for all future generations:
13 I have set my bow in the clouds,

and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth.
14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds,
15 I will remember my covenant

that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh;

and the waters shall never again become a flood

to destroy all flesh.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 25.4-5a, 6+7b, 8-9 (R.10)

R. Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth

to those who keep your covenant.

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation. R.
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6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,

for they have been from of old.
7 According to your steadfast love remember me,

for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! R.

8 Good and upright is the Lord;

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 3.18-22

The waters of the flood prefigured the baptism
which now saves you.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

18 Christ suffered for sins once for all,

the righteous for the unrighteous,

in order to bring you to God.

He was put to death in the flesh,

but made alive in the spirit,
19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison.
20 In former times these did not obey,

when God waited patiently in the days of Noah,

during the building of the ark,

in which a few, that is, eight persons,

were saved through water.

21 Baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—

not as a removal of dirt from the body,

but as an appeal to God for a good conscience

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,

with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.4

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
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G O S P E L Mark 1.12-15

Jesus was tempted by Satan; and the angels waited on him

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After Jesus was baptized,
12 the Spirit drove him out into the wilderness.
13 He was in the wilderness forty days,

tempted by Satan;

and he was with the wild beasts;

and the angels waited on him.

14 Now after John was arrested,

Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying,

15 “The time is fulfilled,

and the kingdom of God has come near;

repent,

and believe in the good news.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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26 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Genesis 22.1-2, 9-13, 15-18

Abraham, our father in faith, was ready for sacrifice.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 God tested Abraham.

God said to him, “Abraham!”

And Abraham said, “Here I am.”

2 God said,

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,

and go to the land of Moriah,

and offer him there as a burnt offering

on one of the mountains that I shall show you.”

9 When Abraham and Isaac came to the place that God had shown him,

Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order.

He bound his son Isaac,

and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
10 Then Abraham reached out his hand

and took the knife to kill his son.

11 But the angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven,

and said, “Abraham, Abraham!”

And he replied, “Here I am.”
12 The angel said,

“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him;

for now I know that you fear God,

since you have not withheld your son,

your only son, from me.”

13 Abraham looked up

and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.

Abraham went and took the ram

and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven,
16 and said,

“By myself I have sworn, says the Lord:

Because you have done this,

and have not withheld your son, your only son,
17 I will indeed bless you,

and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven

and as the sand that is on the seashore. ➣
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And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies,
18 and by your offspring

shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,

because you have obeyed my voice.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 116.10+15, 16-17, 18-19 (R.9)

R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord

in the land of the living.

10 I kept my faith, even when I said,

“I am greatly afflicted”;
15 Precious in the sight of the Lord

is the death of his faithful ones. R.

16 O Lord, I am your servant;

You have loosed my bonds.
17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice

and call on the name of the Lord. R.

18 I will pay my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people,
19 in the courts of the house of the Lord,

in your midst, O Jerusalem. R.

SECOND READING Romans 8.31b-35, 37++

God did not withhold his own Son.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

31 If God is for us, who is against us?
32 He who did not withhold his own Son,

but gave him up for all of us,

will he not with him also give us everything else?

33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect?

Is it God who justifies?
34 Who is to condemn?

Is it Christ Jesus,

who died, and indeed, who was raised,

who is at the right hand of God,

who intercedes for us?

35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ?

Will hardship, or distress, or persecution,

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
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37 No,

in all these things we are more than conquerors

through him who loved us.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 9.35

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:

This is my beloved Son, hear him.

G O S P E L Mark 9.2-10

This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

2 Jesus took with him Peter and James and John,

and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves.

And he was transfigured before them,
3 and his clothes became dazzling white,

such as no one on earth could bleach them.

4 And there appeared to them Elijah and Moses,

who were talking with Jesus.
5 Then Peter said to Jesus,

“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;

let us make three tents,

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
6 Peter did not know what to say, for they were terrified.

7 Then a cloud overshadowed them,

and from the cloud there came a voice,

“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
8 Suddenly when they looked around,

they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the mountain,

Jesus ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen,

until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.

10 So they kept the matter to themselves,

questioning what this rising from the dead could mean.

The gospel of the Lord.
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29 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

The readings assigned for Year A, no. 28, may replace these.

FIRST READING (longer) Exodus 20.1-17

The law was given through Moses.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

1 God spoke all these words:
2 I am the Lord your God,

who brought you out of the land of Egypt,

out of the house of slavery;
3 you shall have no other gods before me.

4 You shall not make for yourself an idol,

whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above,

or that is on the earth beneath,

or that is in the water under the earth.
5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them;

for I the Lord your God am a jealous God,

punishing children for the iniquity of parents,

to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me,
6 but showing steadfast love to the thousandth generation

of those who love me and keep my commandments.

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God,

for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.
9 Six days you shall labour and do all your work.
10 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God;

you shall not do any work — you, your son or your daughter,

your male or female slave, your livestock,

or the alien resident in your towns.
11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them,

but rested the seventh day;

therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.
12 Honour your father and your mother,

so that your days may be long in the land

that the Lord your God is giving you.

13 You shall not murder.
14 You shall not commit adultery.
15 You shall not steal.
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16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house;

you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife,

or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey,

or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

FIRST READING (shorter) Exodus 20.1-3, 7-8, 12-17

The law was given through Moses.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

1 God spoke all these words:
2 I am the Lord your God,

who brought you out of the land of Egypt,

out of the house of slavery;
3 you shall have no other gods before me.

7 You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God,

for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name.

8 Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy.

12 Honour your father and your mother,

so that your days may be long in the land

that the Lord your God is giving you.

13 You shall not murder.
14 You shall not commit adultery.
15 You shall not steal.
16 You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.
17 You shall not covet your neighbour’s house;

you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife,

or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey,

or anything that belongs to your neighbour.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 10 (R. Jn 6.68)

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,

making wise the simple. R.

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear,

enlightening the eyes. R.

9 The fear of the Lord is pure,

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether. R.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,

even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,

and drippings of the honeycomb. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1.18, 22-25++

We proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to some,
but to those who are the called, the wisdom of God.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

18 The message about the cross

is foolishness to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,
23 but we proclaim Christ crucified,

a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles,
24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,

Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom,

and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
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G O S P E L John 2.13-25

Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

13 The Passover of the Jews was near,

and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves,

and the money changers seated at their tables.
15 Making a whip of cords,

he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle.

He also poured out the coins of the money changers

and overturned their tables.
16 He told those who were selling the doves,

“Take these things out of here!

Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”

17 His disciples remembered that it was written,

“Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18 The people then said to him,

“What sign can you show us for doing this?”
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple,

and in three days I will raise it up.”
20 They then said,

“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,

and will you raise it up in three days?”
21 But Jesus was speaking of the temple of his body.

22 After he was raised from the dead,

his disciples remembered that he had said this;

and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

23 When he was in Jerusalem during the Passover festival,

many believed in his name

because they saw the signs that he was doing.
24 But Jesus on his part would not entrust himself to them,

because he knew all people
25 and needed no one to testify about anyone;

for he himself knew what was in everyone.

The gospel of the Lord.
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32 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The readings assigned for Year A, no. 31, may replace these.

FIRST READING 2 Chronicles 36.14-17a, 19-23++

The wrath and steadfast kindness of the Lord are shown by the exile
and restoration of the people.

A reading from the second book of Chronicles.

14 All the leading priests and the people were exceedingly unfaithful,

following all the abominations of the nations;

and they polluted the house of the Lord

that he had consecrated in Jerusalem.

15 The Lord, the God of their ancestors,

persistently sent his messengers to them,

because he had compassion on his people

and on his dwelling place;
16 but they kept mocking the messengers of God,

despising his words,

and scoffing at his prophets,

until the wrath of the Lord against his people became so great

that there was no remedy.

17 Therefore the Lord brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans,
19 who burned the house of God,

broke down the wall of Jerusalem,

burned all its palaces with fire,

and destroyed all its precious vessels.
20 The king took into exile in Babylon

those who had escaped from the sword,

and they became servants to him and to his sons

until the establishment of the kingdom of Persia,
21 to fulfil the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah,

until the land had made up for its sabbaths.

All the days that it lay desolate it kept sabbath,

to fulfil seventy years.

22 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia,

in fulfilment of the word of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah,

the Lord stirred up the spirit of King Cyrus of Persia

so that he sent a herald throughout all his kingdom

and also declared in a written edict:
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23 “Thus says King Cyrus of Persia:

The Lord, the God of heaven,

has given me all the kingdoms of the earth,

and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem,

which is in Judah.

Whoever is among you of all his people,

may the Lord his God be with him!

Let him go up.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 137.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.6)

R. Let my tongued be silenced, if I ever forget you!

1 By the rivers of Babylon—

there we sat down and there we wept

when we remembered Zion.
2 On the willows there we hung up our harps. R.

3 For there our captors

asked us for songs,

and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying,

“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” R.

4 How could we sing the Lord’s song

in a foreign land?
5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,

let my right hand wither! R.

6 Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth,

if I do not remember you,

if I do not set Jerusalem

above my highest joy. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 2.4-10

Even when we were dead through our trespasses, God made us alive.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

4 God, who is rich in mercy,

out of the great love with which he loved us
5 even when we were dead through our trespasses,

made us alive together with Christ—

for it is by grace you have been saved. ➣
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6 And God raised us up with Christ

and seated us with him

in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
7 so that in the ages to come

God might show the immeasurable riches of his grace

in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith,

and this is not your own doing;

it is the gift of God.
9 This is not the result of works,

so that no one may boast.
10 For we are what he has made us,

created in Christ Jesus for good works,

which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have eternal life.

G O S P E L John 3.14-21

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
that we may have eternal life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to Nicodemus:

14 “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,

so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish

but may have eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,

but in order that the world might be saved through him.
18 Those who believe in him are not condemned;

but those who do not believe are condemned already,

because they have not believed

in the name of the only Son of God.
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19 “And this is the judgment,

that the light has come into the world,

and people loved darkness rather than light

because their deeds were evil.
20 For all who do evil hate the light

and do not come to the light,

so that their deeds may not be exposed.
21 But those who do what is true come to the light,

so that it may be clearly seen

that their deeds have been done in God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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35 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The readings assigned for Year A, no. 34, may replace these.

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31.31-34

The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel
and remember their sin no more.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when I will make a new covenant

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors

when I took them by the hand

to bring them out of the land of Egypt—

a covenant that they broke,

though I was their husband,

says the Lord.

33 But this is the covenant

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days,

says the Lord:

I will put my law within them,

and I will write it on their hearts;

and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
34 No longer shall they teach one another,

or say to each other, “Know the Lord,”

for they shall all know me,

from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord;

for I will forgive their iniquity,

and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 51.1-2, 10-11, 12-13 (R.10)

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

1 Have mercy on me, O God,

according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin. R.
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10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and put a new and right spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,

and do not take your holy spirit from me. R.

12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and sustain in me a willing spirit.
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,

and sinners will return to you. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 5.7-9

Christ learned obedience and became the source of eternal salvation for all.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

7 In the days of his flesh,

Jesus offered up prayers and supplications,

with loud cries and tears,

to the one who was able to save him from death,

and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
8 Although he was a Son,

he learned obedience through what he suffered;

9 and having been made perfect,

he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 12.26

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;

and where I am, my servant will also be.

G O S P E L John 12.20-33

If a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it bears much fruit.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

20 Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks.
21 They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee,

and said to him,

“Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”

22 Philip went and told Andrew;

then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. ➣
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23 Jesus answered them,

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
24 Very truly, I tell you,

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,

it remains just a single grain;

but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
25 Those who love their life lose it,

and those who hate their life in this world

will keep it for eternal life.

26 “Whoever serves me must follow me,

and where I am, there will my servant be also.

Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.

27 “Now my soul is troubled.

And what should I say — ‘Father, save me from this hour’?

No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour.
28 Father, glorify your name.”

Then a voice came from heaven,

“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”

29 The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder.

Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”
30 Jesus answered,

“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine.
31 Now is the judgment of this world;

now the ruler of this world will be driven out.
32 And I, when I am lifted up from the earth,

will draw all people to myself.”
33 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.

The gospel of the Lord.
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37 PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
PROCESSION WITH PALMS – YEAR B

G O S P E L Mark 11.1-10

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 When they were approaching Jerusalem,

at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives,

Jesus sent two of his disciples and said to them,
2 “Go into the village ahead of you,

and immediately as you enter it,

you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden;

untie it and bring it.
3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’

just say this, ‘The Lord needs it

and will send it back here immediately.’”

4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street.

As they were untying it,
5 some of the bystanders said to them,

“What are you doing, untying the colt?”
6 The disciples told them what Jesus had said;

and they allowed them to take it.

7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it;

and he sat on it.
8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road,

and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.

9 Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

The gospel of the Lord.

or:
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G O S P E L John 12.12-16

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

12 The great crowd that had come to the festival heard

that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
13 So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him,

shouting, “Hosanna!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord—

the King of Israel!”

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it;

as it is written:
15 “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion.

Look, your king is coming,

sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

16 His disciples did not understand these things at first;

but when Jesus was glorified,

then they remembered that these things had been written of him

and had been done to him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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38 PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
EUCHARIST – YEAR B

FIRST READING Isaiah 50.4-7

I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
The Lord helps me, therefore I have not been disgraced.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord said:
4 “The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher,

that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens—

wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
5 The Lord God has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward.

6 “I gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face

from insult and spitting.

7 “The Lord God helps me;

therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint,

and I know that I shall not be put to shame.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 22.7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 (R.1)

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

7 All who see me mock at me;

they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver;

let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” R.

16 For dogs are all around me;

a company of evildoers encircles me.

My hands and feet have shrivelled;
17 I can count all my bones. R.
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18 They divide my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.
19 But you, O Lord, do not be far away!

O my help, come quickly to my aid! R.

22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! R.

SECOND READING Philippians 2.6-11

Jesus humbled himself. Therefore God highly exalted him.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God highly exalted him

and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Philippians 2.8-9

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross.

Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names.
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The Gospel of the Passion, arranged for proclamation by several persons, is found on page 193.

G O S P E L Mark 14.1 - 15.47

The passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord.

The shorter version (15.1-39) begins and ends at the asterisks.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

1 It was two days before the Passover

and the festival of Unleavened Bread.

The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way

to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him;
2 for they said,

“Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.”

3 While Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,

as he sat at the table,

a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard,

and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head.
4 But some were there who said to one another in anger,

“Why was the ointment wasted in this way?
5 For this ointment could have been sold

for more than three hundred denarii,

and the money given to the poor.”

And they scolded her.

6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her?

She has performed a good service for me.
7 For you always have the poor with you,

and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish;

but you will not always have me.
8 She has done what she could;

she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.
9 Truly I tell you,

wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world,

what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.”

10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve,

went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them.
11 When they heard it, they were greatly pleased,

and promised to give him money.

So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him.

12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread,

when the Passover lamb is sacrificed,

the disciples said to Jesus, ➣
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“Where do you want us to go and make the preparations

for you to eat the Passover?”
13 So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them,

“Go into the city,

and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you;
14 follow him, and wherever he enters,

say to the owner of  the house,

‘The Teacher asks, “Where is my guest room

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’”
15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready.

Make preparations for us there.”
16 So the disciples set out and went to the city,

and found everything as he had told them;

and they prepared the Passover meal.

17 When it was evening, Jesus came with the twelve.
18 And when they had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said,

“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me,

one who is eating with me.”
19 They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another,

“Surely, not I?”

20 He said to them,

“It is one of the twelve,

one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me.
21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him,

but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!

It would have been better for that one not to have been born.”

22 While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread,

and after blessing it he broke it,

gave it to them, and said,

“Take; this is my body.”
23 Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he gave it to them,

and all of them drank from it.
24 He said to them,

“This is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many.

25 Truly I tell you,

I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day

when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

26 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
27 And Jesus said to them,

“You will all become deserters; for it is written,

‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’
28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.”
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29 Peter said to him,

“Even though all become deserters, I will not.”
30 Jesus said to him,

“Truly I tell you,

this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice,

you will deny me three times.”
31 But he said vehemently,

“Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.”

And all of them said the same.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

32 They went to a place called Gethsemane;

and Jesus said to his disciples,

“Sit here while I pray.”
33 He took with him Peter and James and John,

and began to be distressed and agitated.
34 And he said to them,

“I am deeply grieved, even to death;

remain here, and keep awake.”
35 And going a little farther,

he threw himself on the ground and prayed that,

if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.
36 He said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible;

remove this cup from me;

yet, not what I want, but what you want.”
37 Jesus came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,

“Simon, are you asleep?

Could you not keep awake one hour?

38 Keep awake

and pray that you may not come into the time of trial;

the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.”

39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words.
40 And once more he came and found them sleeping,

for their eyes were very heavy;

and they did not know what to say to him.
41 He came a third time and said to them,

“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?

Enough! The hour has come;

the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42 Get up, let us be going.

See, my betrayer is at hand.” ➣
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43 Immediately, while he was still speaking,

Judas, one of the twelve, arrived;

and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs,

from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.
44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,

“The one I will kiss is the man;

arrest him and lead him away under guard.”
45 So when he came,

he went up to Jesus at once and said,

“Rabbi!” and kissed him.
46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him.
47 But one of those who stood near drew his sword

and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

48 Then Jesus said to them,

“Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me

as though I were a bandit?
49 Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching,

and you did not arrest me.

But let the scriptures be fulfilled.”
50 All of them deserted him and fled.
51 A certain young man was following Jesus,

wearing nothing but a linen cloth.

They caught hold of him,
52 but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

53 They took Jesus to the high priest;

and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes were assembled.
54 Peter had followed him at a distance,

right into the courtyard of the high priest;

and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire.

55 Now the chief priests and the whole council

were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death;

but they found none.
56 For many gave false testimony against him,

and their testimony did not agree.
57 Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying,
58 “We heard him say,

‘I will destroy this temple that is made with hands,

and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’”
59 But even on this point their testimony did not agree.
60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus,

“Have you no answer?

What is it that they testify against you?”
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61 But he was silent and did not answer.

Again the high priest asked him,

“Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”
62 Jesus said, “I am;

and ‘you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’

and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’”

63 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,

“Why do we still need witnesses?
64 You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?”

All of them condemned him as deserving death.
65 Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him,

and to strike him, saying to him,

“Prophesy!”

The guards also took him over and beat him.

66 While Peter was below in the courtyard,

one of the servant girls of the high priest came by.
67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said,

“You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.”
68 But he denied it, saying,

“I do not know or understand what you are talking about.”

And he went out into the forecourt.

Then the cock crowed.
69 And the servant girl, on seeing him,

began again to say to the bystanders,

“This man is one of them.”
70 But again he denied it.

Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter,

“Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.”
71 But he began to curse, and he swore an oath,

“I do not know this man you are talking about.”
72 At that moment the cock crowed for the second time.

Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him,

“Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.”

And he broke down and wept.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

1 As soon as it was morning,

the chief priests held a consultation

with the elders and scribes and the whole council.

They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.
2 Pilate asked him,

“Are you the King of the Jews?” ➣
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He answered him, “You say so.”
3 Then the chief priests accused him of many things.
4 Pilate asked him again,

“Have you no answer?

See how many charges they bring against you.”
5 But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

6 Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them,

anyone for whom they asked.
7 Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels

who had committed murder during the insurrection.
8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate

to do for them according to his custom.
9 Then he answered them,

“Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”
10 For he realized that it was out of jealousy

that the chief priests had handed him over.

11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd

to have him release Barabbas for them instead.
12 Pilate spoke to them again,

“Then what do you wish me to do with the man

you call the King of the Jews?”
13 They shouted back, “Crucify him!”
14 Pilate asked them,

“Why, what evil has he done?”

But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!”
15 So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,

released Barabbas for them;

and after flogging Jesus,

he handed him over to be crucified.

16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace

(that is, the governor’s headquarters);

and they called together the whole cohort.
17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak;

and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him.
18 And they began saluting him, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
19 They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him,

and knelt down in homage to him.
20 After mocking him,

they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.

Then they led him out to crucify him.
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21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country,

to carry his cross;

it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.
22 Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha

(which means the place of a skull).
23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh;

but he did not take it.
24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them,

casting lots to decide what each should take.

25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.
26 The inscription of the charge against him read,

“The King of the Jews.”
27 And with him they crucified two bandits,

one on his right and one on his left.
29 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,

“Aha! You would destroy the temple and build it in three days;
30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!”
31 In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes,

were also mocking him among themselves and saying,

“He saved others; he cannot save himself.
32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down from the cross now,

so that we may see and believe.”

Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.
33 When it was noon,

darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,

“Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?”

which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,

“Listen, he is calling for Elijah.”
36 And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine,

put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying,

“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.”
37 Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.

All may kneel for a period of silence.

38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
39 Now when the centurion,

who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last,

he said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” ➣
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40 There were also women looking on from a distance;

among them were Mary Magdalene,

and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.
41 These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee;

and there were many other women

who had come up with him to Jerusalem.

42 When evening had come,

and since it was the day of Preparation,

that is, the day before the sabbath,
43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,

who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God,

went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
44 Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead;

and summoning the centurion,

he asked him whether he had been dead for some time.
45 When he learned from the centurion that Jesus was dead,

he granted the body to Joseph.

46 Then Joseph bought a linen cloth,

and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth,

and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock.

He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses

saw where the body was laid.
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GOSPEL

Mark 14.1 - 15.47

The passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord.

N The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.

1 N It was two days before the Passover

and the festival of Unleavened Bread.

The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way

to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him;
2 for they said,

S2 Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.

3 N While Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper,

as he sat at the table,

a woman came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard,

and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on his head.
4 But some were there who said to one another in anger,

S2 Why was the ointment wasted in this way?
5 For this ointment could have been sold

for more than three hundred denarii,

and the money given to the poor.

N And they scolded her.
6 But Jesus said,

J Let her alone; why do you trouble her?

She has performed a good service for me.
7 For you always have the poor with you,

and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish;

but you will not always have me.
8 She has done what she could;

she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.
9 Truly I tell you,

wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world,

what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.

10 N Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve,

went to the chief priests in order to betray him to them.
11 When they heard it, they were greatly pleased,

and promised to give him money.

So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. ➣
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12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread,

when the Passover lamb is sacrificed,

the disciples said to Jesus,

S1 Where do you want us to go and make the preparations

for you to eat the Passover?

13 N So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them,

J Go into the city,

and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you;
14 follow him, and wherever he enters,

say to the owner of  the house,

“The Teacher asks, ‘Where is my guest room

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’”
15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready.

Make preparations for us there.

16 N So the disciples set out and went to the city,

and found everything as he had told them;

and they prepared the Passover meal.

17 When it was evening, Jesus came with the twelve.
18 And when they had taken their places and were eating, Jesus said,

J Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me,

one who is eating with me.

19 N They began to be distressed and to say to him one after another,

S1 Surely, not I?

20 J It is one of the twelve,

one who is dipping bread into the bowl with me.
21 For the Son of Man goes as it is written of him,

but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed!

It would have been better for that one not to have been born.

22 N While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread,

and after blessing it he broke it,

gave it to them, and said,

J Take; this is my body.

23 N Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he gave it to them,

and all of them drank from it.
24 He said to them,
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J This is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many.
25 Truly I tell you,

I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day

when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.

26 N When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
27 And Jesus said to them,

J You will all become deserters; for it is written,

“I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.”
28 But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.

29 N Peter said to him,

S1 Even though all become deserters, I will not.

30 J Truly I tell you,

this day, this very night, before the cock crows twice,

you will deny me three times.

31 N But he said vehemently,

S1 Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.

N And all of them said the same.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

32 N They went to a place called Gethsemane;

and Jesus said to his disciples,

J Sit here while I pray.

33 N He took with him Peter and James and John,

and began to be distressed and agitated.
34 And he said to them,

J I am deeply grieved, even to death;

remain here, and keep awake.

35 N And going a little farther,

he threw himself on the ground and prayed that,

if it were possible, the hour might pass from him.

36 J Abba, Father, for you all things are possible;

remove this cup from me;

yet, not what I want, but what you want.

37 N Jesus came and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,



196 YEAR B

J Simon, are you asleep?

Could you not keep awake one hour?
38 Keep awake

and pray that you may not come into the time of trial;

the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

39 N And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words.
40 And once more he came and found them sleeping,

for their eyes were very heavy;

and they did not know what to say to him.

41 He came a third time and said to them,

J Are you still sleeping and taking your rest?

Enough! The hour has come;

the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.
42 Get up, let us be going.

See, my betrayer is at hand.

43 N Immediately, while he was still speaking,

Judas, one of the twelve, arrived;

and with him there was a crowd with swords and clubs,

from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders.
44 Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying,

S1 The one I will kiss is the man;

arrest him and lead him away under guard.

45 N So when he came, he went up to Jesus at once and said,

S1 “Rabbi!

N and kissed him.
46 Then they laid hands on him and arrested him.
47 But one of those who stood near drew his sword

and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear.

48 Then Jesus said to them,

J Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me

as though I were a bandit?
49 Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching,

and you did not arrest me.

But let the scriptures be fulfilled.
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50 N All of them deserted him and fled.

51 A certain young man was following Jesus,

wearing nothing but a linen cloth.

They caught hold of him,
52 but he left the linen cloth and ran off naked.

53 They took Jesus to the high priest;

and all the chief priests, the elders,

and the scribes were assembled.

54 Peter had followed him at a distance,

right into the courtyard of the high priest;

and he was sitting with the guards, warming himself at the fire.

55 Now the chief priests and the whole council

were looking for testimony against Jesus to put him to death;

but they found none.
56 For many gave false testimony against him,

and their testimony did not agree.
57 Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, saying,

58 S2 We heard him say,

“I will destroy this temple that is made with hands,

and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.”

59 N But even on this point their testimony did not agree.
60 Then the high priest stood up before them and asked Jesus,

S3 Have you no answer?

What is it that they testify against you?

61 N But he was silent and did not answer.

Again the high priest asked him,

S3 Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?

62 J I am;

and “you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power,”

and “coming with the clouds of heaven.”

63 N Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,

S3 Why do we still need witnesses?
64 You have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?

N All of them condemned him as deserving death.

65 Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him,

and to strike him, saying to him,
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S2 Prophesy!

N The guards also took him over and beat him.

66 While Peter was below in the courtyard,

one of the servant girls of the high priest came by.
67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she stared at him and said,

S3 You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.

68 N But he denied it, saying,

S1 I do not know or understand what you are talking about.

N And he went out into the forecourt.

Then the cock crowed.
69 And the servant girl, on seeing him,

began again to say to the bystanders,

S3 This man is one of them.

70 N But again he denied it.

Then after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter,

S2 Certainly you are one of them; for you are a Galilean.

71 N But he began to curse, and he swore an oath,

S1 I do not know this man you are talking about.

72 N At that moment the cock crowed for the second time.

Then Peter remembered that Jesus had said to him,

“Before the cock crows twice, you will deny me three times.”

And he broke down and wept.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

1 N As soon as it was morning,

the chief priests held a consultation

with the elders and scribes and the whole council.

They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.
2 Pilate asked him,

S3 Are you the King of the Jews?

J You say so.

3 N Then the chief priests accused him of many things.
4 Pilate asked him again,
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S3 Have you no answer?

See how many charges they bring against you.

5 N But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.

6 Now at the festival Pilate used to release a prisoner for them,

anyone for whom they asked.
7 Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the rebels

who had committed murder during the insurrection.
8 So the crowd came and began to ask Pilate

to do for them according to his custom.
9 Then he answered them,

S3 Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?

10 N For he realized that it was out of jealousy

that the chief priests had handed him over.
11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd

to have him release Barabbas for them instead.
12 Pilate spoke to them again,

S3 Then what do you wish me to do with the man

you call the King of the Jews?

13 N They shouted back,

S2 Crucify him!

14 N Pilate asked them,

S3 Why, what evil has he done?

N But they shouted all the more,

S2 Crucify him!

15 N So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd,

released Barabbas for them;

and after flogging Jesus,

he handed him over to be crucified.

16 Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace,

(that is, the governor’s headquarters);

and they called together the whole cohort.
17 And they clothed him in a purple cloak;

and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on him.
18 And they began saluting him,

S2 Hail, King of the Jews!
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19 N They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him,

and knelt down in homage to him.
20 After mocking him,

they stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own clothes on him.

Then they led him out to crucify him.

21 They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country,

to carry his cross;

it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and Rufus.
22 Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha,

(which means the place of a skull).
23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh;

but he did not take it.
24 And they crucified him, and divided his clothes among them,

casting lots to decide what each should take.

25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him.
26 The inscription of the charge against him read,

“The King of the Jews.”

27 And with him they crucified two bandits,

one on his right and one on his left.
29 Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,

S3 Aha! You would destroy the temple and build it in three days;
30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!

31 N In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes,

were also mocking him among themselves and saying,

S2 He saved others; he cannot save himself.
32 Let the Messiah, the King of Israel,

come down from the cross now,

so that we may see and believe.

N Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.

33 When it was noon,

darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.
34 At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,

J Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?

N which means,

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”
35 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,

S2 Listen, he is calling for Elijah.
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36 N And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine,

put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying,

S2 Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.

37 N Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.

All may kneel for a period of silence.

38 N And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
39 Now when the centurion,

who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last,

he said,

S3 Truly this man was God’s Son!

40 N There were also women looking on from a distance;

among them were Mary Magdalene,

and Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.
41 These used to follow him and provided for him when he was in Galilee;

and there were many other women who had come up with him to

Jerusalem.

42 When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation,

that is, the day before the sabbath,
43 Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of the council,

who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God,

went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
44 Then Pilate wondered if he were already dead;

and summoning the centurion,

he asked him whether he had been dead for some time.
45 When he learned from the centurion that Jesus was dead,

he granted the body to Joseph.

46 Then Joseph bought a linen cloth,

and taking down the body, wrapped it in the linen cloth,

and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock.

He then rolled a stone against the door of the tomb.
47 Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses

saw where the body was laid.

At this point the readers return to their places in silence.
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24 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 26.4-10

This is how the chosen people are to confess their faith.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

Moses spoke to the people, saying:
4 “When the priest takes the basket from your hand

and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God,
5 you shall make this response before the Lord your God:

“‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor;

he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,

and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous.
6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us,

by imposing hard labour on us,
7 we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors;

the Lord heard our voice

and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression.

8 “‘The Lord brought us out of Egypt

with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,

with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders;
9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land,

a land flowing with milk and honey.
10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground

that you, O Lord, have given me.’”

And Moses continued,

“You shall set it down before the Lord your God

and bow down before the Lord your God.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 91.1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (R. See 15b)

R. Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.

1 You who live in the shelter of the Most High,

who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,
2 will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress;

my God, in whom I trust.” R.
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10 No evil shall befall you,

no scourge come near your tent.
11 For he will command his angels concerning you

to guard you in all your ways. R.

12 On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.
13 You will tread on the lion and the adder,

the young lion and the serpent you will trample under foot. R.

14 Those who love me, I will deliver;

I will protect those who know my name.
15 When they call to me, I will answer them;

I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue them and honour them. R.

SECOND READING Romans 10.8-13

This is how believers in Christ profess their faith.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

Brothers and sisters,
8 what does scripture say?

“The word is near you,

on your lips and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);
9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,

you will be saved.

10 For one believes with the heart and so is justified,

and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved.

11 The scripture says,

“No one who believes in him will be put to shame.”
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;

the same Lord is Lord of all

and is generous to all who call on him.
13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.4

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
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G O S P E L Luke 4.1-13

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness:
there he was tempted.

✠ A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan

and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness,
2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.

He ate nothing at all during those days,

and when they were over, he was famished.

3 The devil said to him,

“If you are the Son of God,

command this stone to become a loaf of bread.”
4 Jesus answered him,

“It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’”

5 Then the devil led him up

and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.
6 And the devil said to him,

“To you I will give their glory and all this authority;

for it has been given over to me,

and I give it to anyone I please.
7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”
8 Jesus answered him,

“It is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”

9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem,

and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him,

“If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,
10 for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you,’
11 and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’”
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said,

‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

13 When the devil had finished every test,

he departed from him until an opportune time.

The gospel of the Lord.
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27 SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

FIRST READING Genesis 15.5-12, 17-18

The Lord made a covenant with Abraham,
his righteous servant.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

5 The Lord brought Abram outside and said,

“Look toward heaven and count the stars,

if you are able to count them.”

Then the Lord said to him,

“So shall your descendants be.”
6 And Abram believed the Lord;

and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

7 Then the Lord said to Abram,

“I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans,

to give you this land to possess.”

8 But Abram said,

“O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”

9 The Lord said to him,

“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old,

a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”
10 Abram brought the Lord all these and cut them in two,

laying each half over against the other;

but he did not cut the birds in two.
11 And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses,

Abram drove them away.

12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram,

and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark,

a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.

18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying,

“To your descendants I give this land,

from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 27.1, 7-8, 9, 13-14 (R.1a)

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid? R.

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,

be gracious to me and answer me!
8 “Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!”

Your face, Lord, do I seek. R.

9 Do not hide your face from me.

Do not turn your servant away in anger,

you who have been my help.
Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! R.

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord; be strong,

and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! R.

SECOND READING Philippians 3.17 - 4.1

Christ will transform our humble bodies,
conforming them to his glorious body. 

The shorter version (3.20 - 4.1) begins at the asterisk.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

17 Brothers and sisters,

join in imitating me,

and observe those who live according to the example you have in us.
18 For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ;

I have often told you of them,

and now I tell you even with tears.
19 Their end is destruction; their god is the belly;

and their glory is in their shame;

their minds are set on earthly things.

20 But our citizenship is in heaven,

and it is from there that we are expecting a Saviour,

the Lord Jesus Christ.
21 He will transform the body of our humiliation

that it may be conformed to the body of his glory,

by the power that also enables him

to make all things subject to himself.

*
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1 Therefore, my brothers and sisters,

whom I love and long for,

my joy and crown,

stand firm, my beloved, in the Lord in this way.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 9.35

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:

This is my beloved Son, hear him.

G O S P E L Luke 9.28b-36

While Jesus prayed, the appearance of his face changed.

A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

28 Jesus took with him Peter and John and James,

and went up on the mountain to pray.
29 And while he was praying,

the appearance of his face changed,

and his clothes became dazzling white.

30 Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to Jesus.
31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure,

which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep;

but since they had stayed awake,

they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him.

33 Just as Moses and Elijah were leaving Jesus, Peter said to him,

“Master, it is good for us to be here;

let us make three tents,

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

Peter did not know what he was saying.

34 While Peter was saying this,

a cloud came and overshadowed them;

and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.
35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said,

“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”
36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.

And the disciples kept silent

and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

The gospel of the Lord.
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30 THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

The readings assigned for Year A, no. 28, may replace these.

FIRST READING Exodus 3.1-8a, 13-15

Moses, you will tell the Israelites: I AM has sent me to you.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

1 Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro,

the priest of Midian;

he led his flock beyond the wilderness,

and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.
2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him

in a flame of fire out of a bush;

Moses looked, and the bush was blazing,

yet it was not consumed.

3 Then Moses said,

“I must turn aside and look at this great sight,

and see why the bush is not burned up.”

4 When the Lord saw that Moses had turned aside to see,

God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!”

And Moses said, “Here I am.”
5 Then God said, “Come no closer!

Remove the sandals from your feet,

for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”

6 God said further, “I am the God of your father,

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”

And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

7 Then the Lord said,

“I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt;

I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters.

Indeed, I know their sufferings,
8 and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians,

and to bring them up out of that land

to a good and broad land,

a land flowing with milk and honey.”
13 But Moses said to God,

“If I come to the Israelites and say to them,

‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’

and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’

what shall I say to them?”
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14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.’

He said further,

“Thus you shall say to the Israelites,

‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

15 God also said to Moses,

“Thus you shall say to the Israelites,

‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors,

the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,

has sent me to you.’

This is my name forever,

and this my title for all generations.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8+11 (R.8a)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.

3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,

heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,

and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

6 The Lord works vindication

and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 He made known his ways to Moses,

his acts to the people of Israel. R.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10.1-6, 10-12

Our ancestor’s experience in the desert under Moses is recorded to instruct us.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,

that our ancestors were all under the cloud;

all passed through the sea;
2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;
3 all ate the same spiritual food,
4 and all drank the same spiritual drink.

For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them,

and the rock was Christ.

5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of our ancestors,

and they were struck down in the wilderness.

6 Now these things occurred as examples for us,

so that we might not desire evil as they did.
10 And do not complain as some of them did,

and were destroyed by the destroyer.

11 These things happened to our ancestors to serve as an example,

and they were written down to instruct us,

on whom the ends of the ages have come.
12 So if you think you are standing,

watch out that you do not fall.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

Repent, says the Lord;

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
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G O S P E L Luke 13.1-9

Unless you turn back to God, you will perish as they did.

✠ A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

1 Jesus was teaching the crowds;

some of those present told Jesus about the Galileans

whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.

2 Jesus asked them,

“Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way

they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?
3 No, I tell you;

but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.
4 Or those eighteen who were killed

when the tower of Siloam fell on them—

do you think that they were worse offenders

than all the others living in Jerusalem?
5 No, I tell you;

but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

6 Then Jesus told this parable:

“A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;

and he came looking for fruit on it and found none.
7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here!

For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree,

and still I find none.

Cut it down!

Why should it be wasting the soil?’

8 The gardener replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year,

until I dig around it and put manure on it.
9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good;

but if not, you can cut it down.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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33 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The readings assigned for Year A, no. 31, may replace these.

FIRST READING Joshua 5.9a, 10-12

Having entered the promised land, the people of God celebrated the passover.

A reading from the book of Joshua.

After the Israelites had crossed over the Jordan river,

and entered the promised land,
9 the Lord said to Joshua,

“Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”

10 While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal

they kept the Passover

in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month

in the plains of Jericho.

11 On the day after the Passover, on that very day,

they ate the produce of the land,

unleavened cakes and parched grain.
12 The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land,

and the Israelites no longer had manna;

they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.8a)

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise continually shall be in my mouth.

2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;
let the humble hear and be glad. R.

3 O magnify the Lord with me,
and let us exalt his name together.

4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears. R.

5 Look to him, and be radiant;
so your faces shall never be ashamed.

6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,
and was saved from every trouble. R.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5.17-21

Through Christ, God has reconciled us to himself.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

17 If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

everything old has passed away;

see, everything has become new!
18 All this is from God,

who reconciled us to himself through Christ,

and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;
19 that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself,

not counting their trespasses against them,

and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.

20 So we are ambassadors for Christ,

since God is making his appeal through us;

we entreat you on behalf of Christ,

be reconciled to God.
21 For our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin,

so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 15.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

I will rise and go to my father and tell him:

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.

G O S P E L Luke 15.1-3, 11-32

This brother of yours was dead, and has come to life.

✠ A reading from the gospel according to Luke.

1 All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus.
2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3 So he told them a parable:
11 “There was a man who had two sons.
12 The younger of them said to his father,

‘Father, give me the share of the property

that will belong to me.’

So the father divided his property between them. ➣
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13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had

and travelled to a distant country,

and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.

14 “When he had spent everything,

a severe famine took place throughout that country,

and he began to be in need.
15 So he went and hired himself out

to one of the citizens of that country,

who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.
16 The young man would gladly have filled himself

with the pods that the pigs were eating;

and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself he said,

‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,

but here I am dying of hunger!
18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son;

treat me like one of your hired hands.”’

20 “So he set off and went to his father.

But while he was still far off,

his father saw him and was filled with compassion;

he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.

21 “Then the son said to him,

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;

I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22 But the father said to his slaves,

‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him;

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
23 And get the fatted calf and kill it,

and let us eat and celebrate;
24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again;

he was lost and is found!’

And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field;

and when he came and approached the house,

he heard music and dancing.
26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
27 The slave replied, ‘Your brother has come,

and your father has killed the fatted calf,

because he has got him back safe and sound.’
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28 “Then the elder son became angry and refused to go in.

His father came out and began to plead with him.
29 But he answered his father,

‘Listen! For all these years

I have been working like a slave for you,

and I have never disobeyed your command;

yet you have never given me even a young goat

so that I might celebrate with my friends.
30 But when this son of yours came back,

who has devoured your property with prostitutes,

you killed the fatted calf for him!’

31 “Then the father said to him,

‘Son, you are always with me,

and all that is mine is yours.
32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice,

because this brother of yours was dead

and has come to life;

he was lost and has been found.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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36 FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The readings assigned for Year A, no. 34, may replace these.

FIRST READING Isaiah 43.16-21

I am about to do a new thing: I will give drink to my chosen people.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

16 Thus says the Lord,

who makes a way in the sea,

a path in the mighty waters,
17 who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior;

they lie down, they cannot rise,

they are extinguished, quenched like a wick:
18 Do not remember the former things,

or consider the things of old.

19 I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.

20 The wild animals will honour me,

the jackals and the ostriches;

for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert,

to give drink to my chosen people,
21 the people whom I formed for myself

so that they might declare my praise.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 (R.3)

R. The Lord has done great things for us;

we are filled with joy.

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,

we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy. R.

Then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”

3 The Lord has done great things for us,

and we rejoiced. R.

4
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Restore our fortunes, O Lord,

like the watercourses in the desert of the Negev.
5 May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy. R.

6 Those who go out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy,

carrying their sheaves. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 3.8-14

I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish,
so that I may attain Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

8 I regard everything as loss

because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.

For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things,

and I regard them as rubbish,
9 in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him,

not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,

but one that comes through faith in Christ,

the righteousness from God based on faith.

10 I want to know Christ

and the power of his resurrection

and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death,
11 if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained this

or have already reached the goal;

but I press on to make it my own,

because Christ Jesus has made me his own.

13 Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own;

but this one thing I do:

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
14 I press on toward the goal

for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N
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Joel 2.12-13

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

With all your heart turn to me, says the Lord,

for I am tender and compassionate.

G O S P E L John 8.1-11

Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone.

✠ A reading from the gospel according to John.

1 Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.
2 Early in the morning he came again to the temple.

All the people came to him

and he sat down and began to teach them.

3 The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman

who had been caught in adultery;

and making her stand before the people,
4 they said to Jesus,

“Teacher, this woman was caught

in the very act of committing adultery.
5 In the law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.

Now what do you say?”
6 They said this to test Jesus,

so that they might have some charge to bring against him.

Jesus bent down

and wrote with his finger on the ground.
7 When the scribes and Pharisees kept on questioning him,

Jesus straightened up and said to them,

“Let anyone among you who is without sin

be the first to throw a stone at her.”
8 And once again Jesus bent down and wrote on the ground.

9 When the scribes and Pharisees heard what Jesus had said,

they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders;

and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him.

10 Jesus straightened up and said to her,

“Woman, where are they?

Has no one condemned you?”
11 She said, “No one, sir.”

And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.

Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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37 PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
PROCESSION WITH PALMS – YEAR C

G O S P E L Luke 19.28-40

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

28 Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
29 When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany,

at the place called the Mount of Olives,

he sent two of the disciples, saying,
30 “Go into the village ahead of you,

and as you enter it you will find tied there

a colt that has never been ridden.

Untie it and bring it here.
31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’

just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’”

32 So those who were sent departed

and found it as Jesus had told them.
33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them,

“Why are you untying the colt?”
34 They said, “The Lord needs it.”

35 Then they brought the colt to Jesus;

and after throwing their cloaks on the colt,

they set Jesus on it.

36 As he rode along,

people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.
37 As he was now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives,

the whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully,

and with a loud voice,

for all the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!

Peace in heaven,

and glory in the highest heaven!”

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,

“Teacher, order your disciples to stop.”

40 Jesus answered, “I tell you,

if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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38 PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
EUCHARIST – YEAR C

FIRST READING Isaiah 50.4-7

I did not hide my face from insult and spitting.
The Lord helps me, therefore I have not been disgraced.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord said:

4 “The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher,

that I may know how to sustain the weary with a word.

Morning by morning he wakens—

wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.

5 “The Lord God has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward.

6 “I gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face

from insult and spitting.

7 “The Lord God helps me;

therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint,

and I know that I shall not be put to shame.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 22.7-8, 16-17, 18-19, 22-23 (R.1)

R. My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?

7 All who see me mock at me;

they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
8 “Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver;

let him rescue the one in whom he delights!” R.

16 For dogs are all around me;

a company of evildoers encircles me.

My hands and feet have shrivelled;
17 I can count all my bones. R.
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18 They divide my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.
19 But you, O Lord, do not be far away!

O my help, come quickly to my aid! R.

22 I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters;

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you:
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him!

All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him;

stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! R.

SECOND READING Philippians 2.6-11

Jesus humbled himself. Therefore God highly exalted him.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death,

even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God highly exalted him

and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Philippians 2.8-9

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross.

Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names.
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The Gospel of the Passion, arranged for proclamation by several persons, is found on page 231.

G O S P E L Luke 22.14 - 23.56

The passion of Jesus Christ, the Lord.

The shorter version (22.66 - 23.49) begins and ends at the asterisks.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

14 When the hour came,

Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles with him.
15 He said to them,

“I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;
16 for I tell you, I will not eat it

until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

17 Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he said,

“Take this and divide it among yourselves;
18 for I tell you that from now on

I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

19 Then Jesus took a loaf of bread,

and when he had given thanks,

he broke it and gave it to them, saying,

“This is my body, which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”
20 And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying,

“This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.

21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me,

and his hand is on the table.
22 For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined,

but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!”
23 Then they began to ask one another,

which one of them it could be who would do this.
24 A dispute also arose among them

as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest.

25 But Jesus said to them,

“The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them;

and those in authority over them are called benefactors.

26 But not so with you;

rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest,

and the leader like one who serves.
27 For who is greater,

the one who is at the table or the one who serves?
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Is it not the one at the table?

But I am among you as one who serves.

28 “You are those who have stood by me in my trials;
29 and I confer on you,

just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom,
30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom,

and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31 “Simon, Simon, listen!

Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat,
32 but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail;

and you, when once you have turned back,

strengthen your brothers.”
33 And Peter said to Jesus,

“Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!”
34 Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day,

until you have denied three times that you know me.”

35 Jesus said to them,

“When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals,

did you lack anything?”

The apostles said, “No, not a thing.”
36 Jesus said to them,

“But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag.

And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one.
37 For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me,

‘And he was counted among the lawless’;

and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.”

38 The apostles said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.”

Jesus replied, “It is enough.”

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

39 Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives;

and the disciples followed him.
40 When he reached the place, he said to his disciples,

“Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”

41 Then Jesus withdrew from them about a stone’s throw,

knelt down, and prayed,
42 “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me;

yet, not my will but yours be done.”

43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to Jesus and gave him strength.
44 In his anguish he prayed more earnestly,

and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down on the ground. ➣
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45 When Jesus got up from prayer,

he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief,
46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping?

Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”

47 While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came,

and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them.

He approached Jesus to kiss him;
48 but Jesus said to him,

“Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?”

49 When those who were around Jesus saw what was coming, they asked,

“Lord, should we strike with the sword?”
50 Then one of the disciples struck the slave of the high priest

and cut off his right ear.
51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!”

And Jesus touched the slave’s ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police,

and the elders who had come for him,

“Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit?
53 When I was with you day after day in the temple,

you did not lay hands on me.

But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!”

54 Then they seized Jesus and led him away,

bringing him into the high priest’s house.

But Peter was following at a distance.

55 When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard

and sat down together, Peter sat among them.
56 Then a servant girl, seeing him in the firelight,

stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.”

57 But Peter denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.”
58 A little later someone else, on seeing him, said,

“You also are one of them.”

But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”
59 Then about an hour later still another kept insisting,

“Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.”
60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!”

At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed.
61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter.

Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him,

“Before the cock crows today,

you will deny me three times.”
62 And Peter went out and wept bitterly.
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63 Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him;
64 they also blindfolded him and kept asking him,

“Prophesy!

Who is it that struck you?”
65 They kept heaping many other insults on him.

66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people,

both chief priests and scribes, gathered together,

and they brought Jesus to their council.
67 They said, “If you are the Messiah, tell us.”

Jesus replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe;
68 and if I question you, you will not answer.
69 But from now on

the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”
70 All of them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?”

Jesus said to them, “You say that I am.”
71 Then they said, “What further testimony do we need?

We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

1 Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate.
2 They began to accuse him, saying,

“We found this man perverting our nation,

forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor,

and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.”

3 Then Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”

He answered, “You say so.”
4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds,

“I find no basis for an accusation against this man.”
5 But they were insistent and said,

“He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea,

from Galilee where he began even to this place.”
6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean.
7 And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction,

he sent him off to Herod,

who was himself in Jerusalem at that time.

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad,

for he had been wanting to see him for a long time,

because he had heard about him

and was hoping to see Jesus perform some sign.
9 Herod questioned him at some length,

but Jesus gave him no answer.

*

➣
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10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by,

vehemently accusing him.
11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him;

then he put an elegant robe on him,

and sent him back to Pilate.
12 That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other;

before this they had been enemies.

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people,
14 and said to them,

“You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people;

and here I have examined him in your presence

and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him.
15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us.

Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death.
16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”

17 Now Pilate was obliged to release someone for them at the festival.
18 Then they all shouted out together,

“Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us.”
19 (This was a man who had been put in prison

for an insurrection that had taken place in the city, and for murder.)
20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again;
21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!”
22 A third time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done?

I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death;

I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.”

23 But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts

that he should be crucified;

and their voices prevailed.
24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted.
25 He released the man they asked for,

the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder,

and he handed Jesus over as they wished.

26 As they led Jesus away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene,

who was coming from the country,

and they laid the cross on him,

and made him carry it behind Jesus.

27 A great number of the people followed him,

and among them were women

who were beating their breasts and wailing for him.
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28 But Jesus turned to them and said,

“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me,

but weep for yourselves and for your children.
29 For the days are surely coming when they will say,

‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore,

and the breasts that never nursed.’
30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’

and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’
31 For if they do this when the wood is green,

what will happen when it is dry?”

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

32 Two others also, who were criminals,

were led away to be put to death with Jesus.
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull,

they crucified Jesus there with the criminals,

one on his right and one on his left.

34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them;

for they do not know what they are doing.”

And they cast lots to divide his clothing.

35 And the people stood by, watching;

but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,

“He saved others;

let him save himself

if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”

36 The soldiers also mocked Jesus, coming up and offering him sour wine,
37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”
38 There was also an inscription over him,

“This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there

kept deriding him and saying,

“Are you not the Messiah?

Save yourself and us!”
40 But the other criminal rebuked the first, saying,

“Do you not fear God,

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
41 And we indeed have been condemned justly,

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,

but this man has done nothing wrong.” ➣



230 YEAR C

42 Then he said,

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43 Jesus replied,

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

44 It was now about noon,

and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon,
45 while the sun’s light failed;

and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.
46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,

“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.”

Having said this, he breathed his last.

All may kneel for a period of silence.

47 When the centurion saw what had taken place,

he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was innocent.”
48 And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle

saw what had taken place,

they returned home, beating their breasts.

49 But all his acquaintances,

including the women who had followed him from Galilee,

stood at a distance, watching these things. *
50 Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph,

who, though a member of the council,
51 had not agreed to their plan and action.

He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea,

and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God.
52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth,

and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid.

54 It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning.
55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed,

and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid.
56 Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.

On the sabbath these women rested according to the commandment.
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G O S P E L Luke 22.14 - 23.56

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

N The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

14 N When the hour came,

Jesus took his place at the table, and the apostles with him.
15 He said to them,

J I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer;
16 for I tell you, I will not eat it

until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.

17 N Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he said,

J Take this and divide it among yourselves;
18 for I tell you that from now on

I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.

19 N Then Jesus took a loaf of bread,

and when he had given thanks,

he broke it and gave it to them, saying,

J This is my body, which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.

20 N And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying,

J This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.

21 But see, the one who betrays me is with me,

and his hand is on the table.
22 For the Son of Man is going as it has been determined,

but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!

23 N Then they began to ask one another,

which one of them it could be who would do this.
24 A dispute also arose among them

as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest.

25 But Jesus said to them,

J The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them;

and those in authority over them are called benefactors.

26 But not so with you;

rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest,

and the leader like one who serves. ➣
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27 For who is greater,

the one who is at the table or the one who serves?

Is it not the one at the table?

But I am among you as one who serves.

28 You are those who have stood by me in my trials;
29 and I confer on you,

just as my Father has conferred on me, a kingdom,
30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom,

and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

31 Simon, Simon, listen!

Satan has demanded to sift all of you like wheat,
32 but I have prayed for you that your own faith may not fail;

and you, when once you have turned back,

strengthen your brothers.

33 N And Peter said to Jesus,

S1 Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death!

34 J I tell you, Peter, the cock will not crow this day,

until you have denied three times that you know me.

35 N Then Jesus said to the disciples,

J When I sent you out without a purse, bag, or sandals,

did you lack anything?

S1 No, not a thing.

36 J But now, the one who has a purse must take it, and likewise a bag.

And the one who has no sword must sell his cloak and buy one.
37 For I tell you, this scripture must be fulfilled in me,

“And he was counted among the lawless”;

and indeed what is written about me is being fulfilled.

38 S1 Lord, look, here are two swords.

J It is enough.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

39 N Jesus came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives;

and the disciples followed him.
40 When he reached the place, he said to his disciples,

J Pray that you may not come into the time of trial.
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41 N Then Jesus withdrew from them about a stone’s throw,

knelt down, and prayed,

42 J Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me;

yet, not my will but yours be done.

43 N Then an angel from heaven appeared to Jesus and gave him strength.
44 In his anguish he prayed more earnestly,

and his sweat became like great drops of blood

falling down on the ground.

45 When Jesus got up from prayer,

he came to the disciples and found them sleeping because of grief,
46 and he said to them,

J Why are you sleeping?

Get up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.

47 N While Jesus was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came,

and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading them.

He approached Jesus to kiss him;
48 but Jesus said to him,

J Judas, is it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?

49 N When those who were around Jesus saw what was coming, they asked,

S1 Lord, should we strike with the sword?

50 N Then one of the disciples struck the slave of the high priest

and cut off his right ear.
51 But Jesus said,

J No more of this!

N And Jesus touched the slave’s ear and healed him.

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple police,

and the elders who had come for him,

J Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a bandit?
53 When I was with you day after day in the temple,

you did not lay hands on me.

But this is your hour, and the power of darkness!
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54 N Then they seized Jesus and led him away,

bringing him into the high priest’s house.

But Peter was following at a distance.
55 When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard

and sat down together, Peter sat among them.
56 Then a servant girl, seeing him in the firelight,

stared at him and said,

S3 This man also was with him.

57 N But Peter denied it, saying,

S1 Woman, I do not know him.

58 N A little later someone else, on seeing him, said,

S3 You also are one of them.

N But Peter said,

S1 Man, I am not!

59 N Then about an hour later still another kept insisting,

S3 Surely this man also was with him; for he is a Galilean.

60 N But Peter said,

S1 Man, I do not know what you are talking about!

N At that moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed.
61 The Lord turned and looked at Peter.

Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord,

how he had said to him,

Before the cock crows today,

you will deny me three times.
62 And Peter went out and wept bitterly.

63 Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him;
64 they also blindfolded him and kept asking him,

S2 Prophesy!

Who is it that struck you?

65 N They kept heaping many other insults on him.

66 N When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people,

both chief priests and scribes, gathered together,

and they brought Jesus to their council.
67 They said,

*
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S2 If you are the Messiah, tell us.

J If I tell you, you will not believe;
68 and if I question you, you will not answer.
69 But from now on

the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.

70 N All of them asked,

S2 Are you, then, the Son of God?

J You say that I am.

71 S2 What further testimony do we need?

We have heard it ourselves from his own lips!

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

1 N Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate.
2 They began to accuse him, saying,

S2 We found this man perverting our nation,

forbidding us to pay taxes to the emperor,

and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.

3 N Then Pilate asked Jesus,

S3 Are you the king of the Jews?

J You say so.

4 N Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds,

S3 I find no basis for an accusation against this man.

5 N But they were insistent and said,

S2 He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea,

from Galilee where he began even to this place.

6 N When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean.
7 And when he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction,

he sent him off to Herod,

who was himself in Jerusalem at that time.

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad,

for he had been wanting to see him for a long time,

because he had heard about him

and was hoping to see Jesus perform some sign. ➣
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9 Herod questioned him at some length,

but Jesus gave him no answer.
10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by,

vehemently accusing him.

11 Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him;

then he put an elegant robe on him,

and sent him back to Pilate.
12 That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other;

before this they had been enemies.

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people,
14 and said to them,

S3 You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people;

and here I have examined him in your presence

and have not found this man guilty of any of your charges against him.
15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us.

Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death.
16 I will therefore have him flogged and release him.

17 N Now Pilate was obliged to release someone for them at the festival.
18 Then they all shouted out together,

S2 Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us.

19 N This was a man who had been put in prison

for an insurrection that had taken place in the city,

and for murder.

20 Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again;
21 but they kept shouting,

S2 Crucify, crucify him!

22 N A third time Pilate said to them,

S3 Why, what evil has he done?

I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death;

I will therefore have him flogged and then release him.

23 N But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts

that he should be crucified;

and their voices prevailed.
24 So Pilate gave his verdict that their demand should be granted.
25 He released the man they asked for,

the one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder,

and he handed Jesus over as they wished.
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26 As they led Jesus away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene,

who was coming from the country,

and they laid the cross on him,

and made him carry it behind Jesus.

27 A great number of the people followed him,

and among them were women

who were beating their breasts and wailing for him.
28 But Jesus turned to them and said,

J Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me,

but weep for yourselves and for your children.
29 For the days are surely coming when they will say,

“Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore,

and the breasts that never nursed.”
30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains,

“Fall on us,”

and to the hills, “Cover us.”
31 For if they do this when the wood is green,

what will happen when it is dry?

At this point all may in singing an appropriate acclamation.

32 N Two others also, who were criminals,

were led away to be put to death with Jesus.
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull,

they crucified Jesus there with the criminals,

one on his right and one on his left.
34 Then Jesus said,

J Father, forgive them;

for they do not know what they are doing.

N And they cast lots to divide his clothing.

35 And the people stood by, watching;

but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,

S2 He saved others;

let him save himself

if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!

36 N The soldiers also mocked Jesus,

coming up and offering him sour wine,
37 and saying,

S3 If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!
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38 N There was also an inscription over him,

“This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there

kept deriding him and saying,

S2 Are you not the Messiah?

Save yourself and us!

40 N But the other criminal rebuked the first, saying,

S3 Do you not fear God,

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
41 And we indeed have been condemned justly,

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,

but this man has done nothing wrong.

42 N Then he said,

S3 Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

43 J Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.

44 N It was now about noon,

and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon,
45 while the sun’s light failed;

and the curtain of the temple was torn in two.

46 Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said,

J Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

N Having said this, he breathed his last.

All may kneel for a period of silence.

47 N When the centurion saw what had taken place,

he praised God and said,

S3 Certainly this man was innocent.

48 N And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle

saw what had taken place,

they returned home, beating their breasts.

49 But all his acquaintances,

including the women who had followed him from Galilee,

stood at a distance, watching these things.*
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50 N Now there was a good and righteous man named Joseph,

who, though a member of the council,
51 had not agreed to their plan and action.

He came from the Jewish town of Arimathea,

and he was waiting expectantly for the kingdom of God.
52 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.
53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in a linen cloth,

and laid it in a rock-hewn tomb where no one had ever been laid.

54 It was the day of Preparation, and the sabbath was beginning.
55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed,

and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid.
56 Then they returned, and prepared spices and ointments.

On the sabbath these women rested according to the commandment.

At this point the readers return to their places in silence.
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260 THE MASS OF CHRISM

FIRST READING Isaiah 61.1-3a, 6a, 8b-9

The Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
and to give them the oil of gladness.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord said:
1 “The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,

because the Lord has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,

to bind up the brokenhearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,

and release to the prisoners;
2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,

and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn;
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion—

to give them a garland instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness instead of mourning.

6 “You shall be called priests of the Lord,

you shall be named ministers of our God.

8 “I will faithfully give them their recompense,

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9 Their descendants shall be known among the nations,

and their offspring among the peoples;

all who see them shall acknowledge

that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.20-21, 24+26, 27-28 (R.1a)++

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

20 I have found my servant David;

with my holy oil I have anointed him;
21 my hand shall always remain with him;

my arm also shall strengthen him. R.
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24 My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him;

and in my name his name shall be exalted.
26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,

my God, and the Rock of my salvation!” R.

27 I will make him the firstborn,

the highest of the kings of the earth.
28 Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him,

and my covenant with him will stand firm. R.

SECOND READING Revelation 1.4-8++

Christ has made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

4 Grace to you and peace from God

who is and who was and who is to come,
5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,

the firstborn of the dead,

and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us

from our sins by his blood,
6 and made us to be a kingdom,

priests serving his God and Father,

to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7 Look! He is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will lament.

So it is to be. Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,

who is and who was and who is to come,

the Almighty.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Isaiah 61.1 (Luke 4.18)

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for the Lord has anointed me

and has sent me to bring good news to the poor.++

or:

The Spirit of the Lord now upon me

has sent me to bring good news to the poor.

G O S P E L Luke 4.16-21

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

16 When Jesus came to Nazareth,

where he had been brought up,

he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day,

as was his custom.

He stood up to read,
17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.

He unrolled the scroll

and found the place where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

20 And he rolled up the scroll,

gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.

The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
21 Then he began to say to them,

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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Table 4: EASTER TRIDUUM

1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel

Mass of the

Lord’s Supper Ex 12.1-8,11-14 116 1 Cor 11.23-26 Jn 13.1-15

Passion of the Lord Isa 52.13 – 53.12 31 Heb 4.14-16,5.7-9 Jn 18.1 – 19.42

Easter Vigil Gen 1.1 – 2.2 104 or 33 Rom 6.3-11 A : Mt 28.1-10

Gen 22.1-18 16 Ps 118 B : Mk 16.1-8

Ex 14.15-31;15.20,1 Ex 15 C : Lk 24.1-12

Isa 54.5-14 30

Isa 55.1-11 Isa 12

Bar 3.9-15,32 – 4.4 19

Ezek 36.16-17a,18-28 42 or Isa 12 or 51

Easter Sunday Acts 10.34a,36-43 118 Col 3.1-4 Jn 20.1-18

or 1 Cor 5.6b-8 or from the Vigil.

At an afternoon

Mass, Lk 24.13-35



THE EASTER TRIDUUM

YEARS A, B, C
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39 MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

FIRST READING Exodus 12.1-8, 11-14

These are the instructions for the Passover meal.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt:
2 This month shall mark for you the beginning of months;

it shall be the first month of the year for you.
3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel

that on the tenth of this month

they are to take a lamb for each family,

a lamb for each household.
4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb,

it shall join its closest neighbour in obtaining one;

the lamb shall be divided

in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.

5 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male;

you may take it from the sheep or from the goats.
6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month;

then the whole assembled congregation of Israel

shall slaughter it at twilight.
7 They shall take some of the blood

and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel

of the houses in which they eat it.
8 They shall eat the lamb that same night;

they shall eat it roasted over the fire

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

11 This is how you shall eat it:

your loins girded, your sandals on your feet,

and your staff in your hand;

and you shall eat it hurriedly.

It is the Passover of the Lord.

12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night,

and I will strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt,

both human beings and animals;

on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments:

I am the Lord.



MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 249

13 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:

when I see the blood, I will pass over you,

and no plague shall destroy you

when I strike the land of Egypt.

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.

You shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord;

throughout your generations

you shall observe it as a perpetual ordinance.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 116.12-13, 15-16, 17-18 (R. 1 Cor 10.16)

R. Our blessing-cup is a communion with the blood of Christ.

12 What shall I return to the Lord

for all his bounty to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the Lord. R.

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.
16 O Lord, I am your servant;

I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.

You have loosed my bonds. R.

17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice

and call on the name of the Lord.
18 I will pay my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11.23-26

As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Beloved:
23 I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you,

that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed

took a loaf of bread,
24 and when he had given thanks,

he broke it and said,

“This is my body that is for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.” ➣
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25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 13.34

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

I give you a new commandment:

love one another as I have loved you.

G O S P E L John 13.1-15

Having loved his own who were in the world,
he loved them to the end.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 Now before the festival of the Passover,

Jesus knew that his hour had come

to depart from this world and go to the Father.

Having loved his own who were in the world,

he loved them to the end.

2 The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas, son of Simon Iscariot,

to betray him.

And during supper
3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,

and that he had come from God and was going to God,
4 got up from the table,

took off his outer robe,

and tied a towel around himself.
5 Then he poured water into a basin

and began to wash the disciples’ feet

and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him,

“Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
7 Jesus answered,

“You do not know now what I am doing,

but later you will understand.”
8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”
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Jesus answered,

“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”
9 Simon Peter said to him,

“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”
10 Jesus said to him,

“One who has bathed does not need to wash,

except for the feet, but is entirely clean.

And you are clean, though not all of you.”
11 For he knew who was to betray him;

for this reason he said,

“Not all of you are clean.”

12 After he had washed their feet, put on his robe,

and returned to the table,

Jesus said to them,

“Do you know what I have done to you?
13 You call me Teacher and Lord—

and you are right, for that is what I am.
14 So if I, your Lord and Teacher,

have washed your feet,

you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
15 For I have set you an example,

that you also should do as I have done to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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40 CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION

FIRST READING Isaiah 52.13 - 53.12

The servant of the Lord was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

13 See, my servant shall prosper;

he shall be exalted and lifted up,

and shall be very high.

14 Just as there were many who were astonished at him

—so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,

and his form beyond that of mortals—
15 so he shall startle many nations;

kings shall shut their mouths because of him;

for that which had not been told them they shall see,

and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
1 Who has believed what we have heard?

And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?

2 For he grew up before the Lord like a young plant,

and like a root out of dry ground;

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,

nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3 He was despised and rejected by others;

a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;

and as one from whom others hide their faces

he was despised,

and we held him of no account.

4 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases;

yet we accounted him stricken,

struck down by God, and afflicted.
5 But he was wounded for our transgressions,

crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the punishment that made us whole,

and by his bruises we are healed.

6 All we like sheep have gone astray;

we have all turned to our own way,

and the Lord has laid on him

the iniquity of us all.
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7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,

yet he did not open his mouth;

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,

and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,

so he did not open his mouth.

8 By a perversion of justice he was taken away.

Who could have imagined his future?

For he was cut off from the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people.
9 They made his grave with the wicked

and his tomb with the rich,

although he had done no violence,

and there was no deceit in his mouth.

10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.

When you make his life an offering for sin,

he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;

through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
11 Out of his anguish he shall see light;

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.

The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,

and he shall bear their iniquities.

12 Therefore I will allot him a portion with the great,

and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;

because he poured out himself to death,

and was numbered with the transgressors;

yet he bore the sin of many,

and made intercession for the transgressors.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 31.1+5, 11-12, 14-15, 16+24 (R. Lk 23.46)

R. Father, I put my life in your hands.

1 In you, O  Lord, I seek refuge;

do not let me ever be put to shame;

in your righteousness deliver me.
5 Into your hand I commit my spirit;

you have redeemed me,

O Lord, faithful God. R.



254 YEARS ABC

11 I am the scorn of all my adversaries,

a horror to my neighbours,

an object of dread to my acquaintances.

Those who see me in the street flee from me.
12 I have passed out of mind like one who is dead;

I have become like a broken vessel. R.

14 But I trust in you, O Lord;

I say, “You are my God.”
15 My times are in your hand;

deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. R.

16 Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.
24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage,

all you who wait for the Lord. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 4.14-16; 5.7-9

Christ learned obedience through what he suffered,
and became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

14 Since we have a great high priest

who has passed through the heavens,

Jesus, the Son of God,

let us hold fast to our confession.
15 For we do not have a high priest

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,

but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are,

yet without sin.
16 Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness,

so that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help in time of need.

7 In the days of his flesh,

Jesus offered up prayers and supplications,

with loud cries and tears,

to the one who was able to save him from death,

and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
8 Although he was a Son,

he learned obedience through what he suffered;
9 and having been made perfect,

he became the source of eternal salvation

for all who obey him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Philippians 2.8-9

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

Christ became obedient for us even to death, dying on the cross.

Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other names.

The Gospel of the Passion, arranged for proclamation by several readers, is found on page 262.

G O S P E L John 18.1 - 19.42

The passion of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

After they had eaten the supper,
1 Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley

to a place where there was a garden,

which he and his disciples entered.
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,

because Jesus often met there with his disciples.
3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers

together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees,

and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons.

4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him,

came forward and asked them,

“Whom are you looking for?”
5 They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.”

Jesus replied, “I am he.”

Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.
6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,”

they stepped back and fell to the ground.
7 Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?”

And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
8 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he.

So if you are looking for me, let these men go.”
9 This was to fulfil the word that he had spoken,

“I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.”

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword,

drew it, struck the high priest’s slave,

and cut off his right ear.

The slave’s name was Malchus. ➣
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11 Jesus said to Peter,

“Put your sword back into its sheath.

Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?”

12 So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police

arrested Jesus and bound him.
13 First they took him to Annas,

who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas,

the high priest that year.
14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders

that it was better to have one person die for the people.

15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus.

Since that disciple was known to the high priest,

he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,
16 but Peter was standing outside at the gate.

So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest,

went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate,

and brought Peter in.
17 The woman said to Peter,

“You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”

He said, “I am not.”
18 Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire

because it was cold,

and they were standing around it and warming themselves.

Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.

19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus

about his disciples and about his teaching.
20 Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world;

I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple,

where all the Jews come together.

I have said nothing in secret.
21 Why do you ask me?

Ask those who heard what I said to them;

they know what I said.”

22 When he had said this,

one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying,

“Is that how you answer the high priest?”
23 Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly,

testify to the wrong.

But if I have spoken rightly,

why do you strike me?”
24 Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
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25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.

They asked him,

“You are not also one of his disciples, are you?”

He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26 One of the slaves of the high priest,

a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off,

asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?”
27 Again Peter denied it,

and at that moment the cock crowed.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters.

It was early in the morning.

They themselves did not enter the headquarters,

so as to avoid ritual defilement

and to be able to eat the Passover.
29 So Pilate went out to them and said,

“What accusation do you bring against this man?”
30 They answered, “If this man were not a criminal,

we would not have handed him over to you.”
31 Pilate said to them,

“Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.”

They replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.”
32 (This was to fulfil what Jesus had said

when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.)

33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again,

summoned Jesus, and asked him,

“Are you the King of the Jews?”

34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own,

or did others tell you about me?”
35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I?

Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.

What have you done?”
36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world.

If my kingdom were from this world,

my followers would be fighting

to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish authorities.

But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”
37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” ➣
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Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king.

For this I was born,

and for this I came into the world,

to testify to the truth.

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”

After he had said this,

Pilate went out to the Jewish leaders again and told them,

“I find no case against him.

39 But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover.

Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?”
40 They shouted in reply,

“Not this man, but Barabbas!”

Now Barabbas was a bandit.

1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.
2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns

and put it on his head,

and they dressed him in a purple robe.
3 They kept coming up to him, saying,

“Hail, King of the Jews!”

and they struck him on the face.

4 Pilate went out again and said to them,

“Look, I am bringing him out to you

to let you know that I find no case against him.”
5 So Jesus came out,

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.

Pilate said to them,

“Here is the man!”

6 When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted,

“Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Pilate said to them,

“Take him yourselves and crucify him;

I find no case against him.”
7 They answered him, “We have a law,

and according to that law he ought to die

because he has claimed to be the Son of God.”

8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever.
9 He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus,

“Where are you from?”

But Jesus gave him no answer.
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10 Pilate therefore said to him,

“Do you refuse to speak to me?

Do you not know that I have power to release you,

and power to crucify you?”
11 Jesus answered him,

“You would have no power over me

unless it had been given you from above;

therefore the one who handed me over to you

is guilty of a greater sin.”
12 From then on Pilate tried to release him,

but the Jewish leaders cried out,

“If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.

Everyone who claims to be a king

sets himself against the emperor.”
13 When Pilate heard these words,

he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench

at a place called “The Stone Pavement,”

or in Hebrew “Gabbatha.”

14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover;

and it was about noon.

Pilate said to the Jewish leaders,

“Here is your King!”
15 They cried out,

“Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!”

Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?”

The chief priests answered,

“We have no king but the emperor.”

16 Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

So they took Jesus;
17 and carrying the cross by himself,

he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull,

which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.
18 There they crucified him,

and with him two others, one on either side,

with Jesus between them.

19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.

It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”
20 Many of the people read this inscription,

because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city;

and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. ➣
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21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,

“Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’

but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’”
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written I have written.”

23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus,

they took his clothes and divided them into four parts,

one for each soldier.

They also took his tunic;

now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top.
24 So they said to one another,

“Let us not tear it,

but cast lots for it to see who will get it.”

This was to fulfil what the scripture says,

“They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.”
25 And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,

and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,

and Mary Magdalene.

26 When Jesus saw his mother

and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her,

he said to his mother,

“Woman, here is your son.”
27 Then he said to the disciple,

“Here is your mother.”

And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished,

he said (in order to fulfil the scripture),

“I am thirsty.”
29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there.

So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop

and held it to his mouth.
30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said,

“It is finished.”

Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

All may kneel for a period of silence.

31 Since it was the day of Preparation,

the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the cross

during the sabbath,

especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity.
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So they asked Pilate

to have the legs of the crucified men broken

and the bodies removed.

32 Then the soldiers came

and broke the legs of the first and of the other

who had been crucified with him.
33 But when they came to Jesus

and saw that he was already dead,

they did not break his legs.
34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear,

and at once blood and water came out.

35 He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe.

His testimony is true,

and he knows that he tells the truth.

36 These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled,

“None of his bones shall be broken.”
37 And again another passage of scripture says,

“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea,

who was a disciple of Jesus,

though a secret one because of his fear of the Jewish authorities,

asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus.

Pilate gave him permission;

so he came and removed his body.

39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night,

also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,

weighing about three hundred grams.
40 They took the body of Jesus

and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths,

according to the burial custom of the Jews.
41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified,

and in the garden there was a new tomb

in which no one had ever been buried.
42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation,

and the tomb was nearby,

they laid Jesus there.
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G O S P E L John 18.1 - 19.42

The passion of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

N The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

N After they had eaten the supper,
1 Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley

to a place where there was a garden,

which he and his disciples entered.
2 Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place,

because Jesus often met there with his disciples.
3 So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers

together with police from the chief priests and the Pharisees,

and they came there with lanterns and torches and weapons.

4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him,

came forward and asked them,

J Whom are you looking for?

5 N They answered,

S 2 Jesus of Nazareth.

J I am he.

N Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them.
6 When Jesus said to them, “I am he,”

they stepped back and fell to the ground.
7 Again he asked them,

J Whom are you looking for?”

S 2 Jesus of Nazareth.

8 J I told you that I am he.

So if you are looking for me, let these men go.

9 N This was to fulfil the word that he had spoken,

“I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.”

10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword,

drew it, struck the high priest’s slave,

and cut off his right ear.

The slave’s name was Malchus.
11 Jesus said to Peter,

J Put your sword back into its sheath.

Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?



CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION263

12 N So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police

arrested Jesus and bound him.
13 First they took him to Annas,

who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas,

the high priest that year.
14 Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jewish leaders

that it was better to have one person die for the people.

15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus.

Since that disciple was known to the high priest,

he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,
16 but Peter was standing outside at the gate.

So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest,

went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate,

and brought Peter in.
17 The woman said to Peter,

S 3 You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?

N Peter said,

S 1 I am not.

18 N Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire

because it was cold,

and they were standing around it and warming themselves.

Peter also was standing with them and warming himself.

19 Then the high priest questioned Jesus

about his disciples and about his teaching.
20 Jesus answered,

J I have spoken openly to the world;

I have always taught in synagogues and in the temple,

where all the Jews come together.

I have said nothing in secret.
21 Why do you ask me?

Ask those who heard what I said to them;

they know what I said.

22 N When he had said this,

one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying,

S 3 Is that how you answer the high priest?

23 J If I have spoken wrongly,

testify to the wrong.

But if I have spoken rightly,

why do you strike me?
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24 N Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

25 Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.

They asked him,

S 2 You are not also one of his disciples, are you?

N He denied it and said,

S 1 I am not.

26 N One of the slaves of the high priest,

a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked,

S 2 Did I not see you in the garden with him?

27 N Again Peter denied it,

and at that moment the cock crowed.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

28 N Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters.

It was early in the morning.

They themselves did not enter the headquarters,

so as to avoid ritual defilement

and to be able to eat the Passover.
29 So Pilate went out to them and said,

S 3 What accusation do you bring against this man?

30 N They answered,

S2 If this man were not a criminal,

we would not have handed him over to you.

31 N Pilate said to them,

S 3 Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.

N They replied,

S 2 We are not permitted to put anyone to death.

32 N This was to fulfil what Jesus had said

when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.

33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again,

summoned Jesus, and asked him,

S 3 Are you the King of the Jews?
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34 J Do you ask this on your own,

or did others tell you about me?

35 S3 I am not a Jew, am I?

Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me.

What have you done?

36 J My kingdom is not from this world.

If my kingdom were from this world,

my followers would be fighting

to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish authorities.

But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.

37 S3 So you are a king?

J You say that I am a king.

For this I was born,

and for this I came into the world,

to testify to the truth.

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.

38 S3 What is truth?

N After he had said this,

Pilate went out to the Jewish leaders again and told them,

S 3 I find no case against him.
39 But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover.

Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?

40 N They shouted in reply,

S 2 Not this man, but Barabbas!

N Now Barabbas was a bandit.
1 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged.
2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns

and put it on his head,

and they dressed him in a purple robe.

3 They kept coming up to him, saying,

S 2 “Hail, King of the Jews!”

N and they struck him on the face.

4 Pilate went out again and said to them,

S 3 Look, I am bringing him out to you

to let you know that I find no case against him.
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5 N So Jesus came out,

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.

Pilate said to them,

S 3 Here is the man!

6 N When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted,

S 2 Crucify him! Crucify him!

N Pilate said to them,

S 3 Take him yourselves and crucify him;

I find no case against him.

7 N They answered him,

S 2 We have a law,

and according to that law he ought to die

because he has claimed to be the Son of God.

8 N Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever.
9 He entered his headquarters again and asked Jesus,

S 3 Where are you from?

N But Jesus gave him no answer.
10 Pilate therefore said to him,

S 3 Do you refuse to speak to me?

Do you not know that I have power to release you,

and power to crucify you?

11 J You would have no power over me

unless it had been given you from above;

therefore the one who handed me over to you

is guilty of a greater sin.

12 N From then on Pilate tried to release him,

but the Jewish leaders cried out,

S 2 If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.

Everyone who claims to be a king

sets himself against the emperor.

13 N When Pilate heard these words,

he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench

at a place called “The Stone Pavement,”

or in Hebrew “Gabbatha.”
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14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover;

and it was about noon.

Pilate said to the Jewish leaders,

S 3 Here is your King!

15 N They cried out,

S 2 Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!

N Pilate asked them,

S 3 Shall I crucify your King?

N The chief priests answered,

S 2 We have no king but the emperor.

At this point all may join in singing an appropriate acclamation.

16 N Then Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified.

So they took Jesus;
17 and carrying the cross by himself,

he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull,

which in Hebrew is called Golgotha.
18 There they crucified him,

and with him two others, one on either side,

with Jesus between them.

19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross.

It read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.”
20 Many of the people read this inscription,

because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city;

and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.
21 Then the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,

S 2 Do not write, “The King of the Jews,”

but, “This man said, I am King of the Jews.”

22 N Pilate answered,

S 3 What I have written I have written.

23 N When the soldiers had crucified Jesus,

they took his clothes and divided them into four parts,

one for each soldier.

They also took his tunic;

now the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top.
24 So they said to one another,
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S 2 Let us not tear it,

but cast lots for it to see who will get it.

N This was to fulfil what the scripture says,

“They divided my clothes among themselves,

and for my clothing they cast lots.”

25 And that is what the soldiers did.

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,

and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,

and Mary Magdalene.
26 When Jesus saw his mother

and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her,

he said to his mother,

J Woman, here is your son.

27 N Then he said to the disciple,

J Here is your mother.

N And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home.

28 After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished,

in order to fulfil the scripture, he said

J I am thirsty.

29 N A jar full of sour wine was standing there.

So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop

and held it to his mouth.
30 When Jesus had received the wine, he said,

J It is finished.

N Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

All may kneel for a period of silence.

31 N Since it was the day of Preparation,

the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the cross

during the sabbath,

especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity.

So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken

and the bodies removed.

32 Then the soldiers came

and broke the legs of the first and of the other

who had been crucified with him.
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33 But when they came to Jesus

and saw that he was already dead,

they did not break his legs.
34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear,

and at once blood and water came out.

35 He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe.

His testimony is true,

and he knows that he tells the truth.
36 These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled,

“None of his bones shall be broken.”
37 And again another passage of scripture says,

“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea,

who was a disciple of Jesus,

though a secret one because of his fear of the Jewish authorities,

asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus.

Pilate gave him permission;

so he came and removed his body.

39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by night,

also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes,

weighing about a hundred pounds.
40 They took the body of Jesus

and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths,

according to the burial custom of the Jews.
41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified,

and in the garden there was a new tomb

in which no one had ever been laid.
42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation,

and the tomb was nearby,

they laid Jesus there.

At this point the readers return to their places in silence.
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41 RESURRECTION OF THE LORD – EASTER VIGIL
DURING THE NIGHT

Nine readings are assigned to the Easter Vigil: seven from the Old Testament and the Epistle and
Gospel from the New Testament. If special circumstances demand, in individual cases, the number of
prescribed readings may be reduced to three readings from the Old Testament. However, in cases of
extreme necessity, two readings from the Old Testament may be read before the Epistle and Gospel.
In all cases, the third reading from Exodus must always be read.

FIRST READING (longer) Genesis 1.1 - 2.2

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed,
it was very good.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 In the beginning

when God created the heavens and the earth,
2 the earth was a formless void

and darkness covered the face of the deep,

while the spirit of God swept over the face of the waters.
3 Then God said,

“Let there be light”;

and there was light.
4 And God saw that the light was good;

and God separated the light from the darkness.
5 God called the light “Day,”

and the darkness he called “Night.”

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

6 And God said,

“Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters,

and let it separate the waters from the waters.”
7 So God made the dome

and separated the waters that were under the dome

from the waters that were above the dome.

And it was so.
8 God called the dome “Sky.”

And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.

9 And God said,

“Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place,

and let the dry land appear.”

And it was so.
10 God called the dry land “Earth,”

and the waters that were gathered together he called “Seas.”

And God saw that it was good.
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11 Then God said,

“Let the earth put forth vegetation:

plants yielding seed,

and fruit trees of every kind on earth

that bear fruit with the seed in it.”

And it was so.
12 The earth brought forth vegetation:

plants yielding seed of every kind,

and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it.

And God saw that it was good.
13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said,

“Let there be lights in the dome of the sky

to separate the day from the night;

and let them be for signs and for seasons

and for days and years,
15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky

to give light upon the earth.”

And it was so.

16 God made the two great lights—

the greater light to rule the day

and the lesser light to rule the night—

and the stars.
17 God set them in the dome of the sky

to give light upon the earth,
18 to rule over the day and over the night,

and to separate the light from the darkness.

And God saw that it was good.
19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said,

“Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures,

and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.”
21 So God created the great sea monsters

and every living creature that moves, of every kind,

with which the waters swarm,

and every winged bird of every kind.

And God saw that it was good.
22 God blessed them, saying,

“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas,

and let birds multiply on the earth.”
23 And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. ➣
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24 And God said,

“Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind:

cattle and creeping things

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.”

And it was so.
25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind,

and the cattle of every kind,

and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind.

And God saw that it was good.

26 Then God said,

“Let us make human beings in our image, according to our likeness;

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,

and over the birds of the air,

and over the cattle,

and over all the wild animals of the earth,

and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27 So God created human beings in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them,

“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;

and have dominion over the fish of the sea

and over the birds of the air

and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

29 God said,

“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed

that is upon the face of all the earth,

and every tree with seed in its fruit;

you shall have them for food.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air,

and to everything that creeps on the earth,

everything that has the breath of life,

I have given every green plant for food.”

And it was so.

31 God saw everything that he had made,

and indeed, it was very good.

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
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1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished,

and all their multitude.
2 And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done,

and he rested on the seventh day from all the work

that he had done.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

FIRST READING (shorter) Genesis 1.1, 26-31a

God saw everything that he had made, and indeed,
it was very good.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 In the beginning

when God created the heavens and the earth,
26 God said,

“Let us make human beings in our image, according to our likeness;

and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,

and over the birds of the air,

and over the cattle,

and over all the wild animals of the earth,

and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”
27 So God created human beings in his image,

in the image of God he created them;

male and female he created them.

28 God blessed them, and God said to them,

“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it;

and have dominion over the fish of the sea

and over the birds of the air

and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.”

29 God said,

“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed

that is upon the face of all the earth,

and every tree with seed in its fruit;

you shall have them for food.
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air,

and to everything that creeps on the earth,

everything that has the breath of life,

I have given every green plant for food.”

And it was so. ➣
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31 God saw everything that he had made,

and indeed, it was very good.

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1-2a, 5-6, 10+12, 13-14, 24+35c (R.30)

R. Lord, send out your Spirit,

and renew the face of the earth.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honour and majesty,
2 wrapped in light as with a garment. R.

5 You set the earth on its foundations,

so that it shall never be shaken.
6 You cover it with the deep as with a garment;

the waters stood above the mountains. R.

10 You make springs gush forth in the valleys;

they flow between the hills,
12 By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation;

they sing among the branches. R.

13 From your lofty abode you water the mountains;

the earth is satisfied with the fruit of your work.
14 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle,

and plants for people to use, to bring forth food from the earth. R.

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures.
35 Bless the Lord, O my soul. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.

or:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20+22 (R.5b)

R. The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

4 The word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5 He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R.
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6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,

and all their host by the breath of his mouth.
7 He gathered the waters of the sea as in a bottle;

he put the deeps in storehouses. R.

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage.
13 The Lord looks down from heaven;

he sees all human beings. R.

20 Our soul waits for the Lord;

he is our help and shield.
22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,

even as we hope in you. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.

SECOND READING (longer) Genesis 22.1-18

Abraham takes Isaac as a offering.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 God tested Abraham.

He said to him, “Abraham!”

And Abraham said, “Here I am.”
2 God said,

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,

and go to the land of Moriah,

and offer him there as a burnt offering

on one of the mountains that I shall show you.”

3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey,

and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac;

he cut the wood for the burnt offering,

and set out and went to the place in the distance

that God had shown him.

4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away.
5 Then Abraham said to his young men,

“Stay here with the donkey;

the boy and I will go over there;

we will worship, and then we will come back to you.”
6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering

and laid it on his son Isaac,

and he himself carried the fire and the knife.

So the two of them walked on together. ➣
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7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!”

And Abraham said,

“Here I am, my son.”

Isaac said, “The fire and the wood are here,

but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”
8 Abraham said,

“God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”

So the two of them walked on together.

9 When Abraham and Isaac came to the place that God had shown him,

Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order.

He bound his son Isaac,

and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.

10 Then Abraham reached out his hand

and took the knife to kill his son.

11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said,

“Abraham, Abraham!”

And he said, “Here I am.”
12 The angel said,

“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him;

for now I know that you fear God,

since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram,

caught in a thicket by its horns.

Abraham went and took the ram

and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.

14 So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”;

as it is said to this day,

“On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven,
16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord:

Because you have done this,

and have not withheld your son, your only son,
17 I will indeed bless you,

and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven

and as the sand that is on the seashore.

And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies,
18 and by your offspring

shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,

because you have obeyed my voice.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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SECOND READING (shorter) Genesis 22.1-2, 9-13, 15-18

Abraham takes Isaac as a offering.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 God tested Abraham.

He said to him, “Abraham!”

And Abraham said, “Here I am.”
2 God said,

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love,

and go to the land of Moriah,

and offer him there as a burnt offering

on one of the mountains that I shall show you.”

9 When Abraham and Isaac came to the place that God had shown him,

Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order.

He bound his son Isaac,

and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.
10 Then Abraham reached out his hand

and took the knife to kill his son.

11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said,

“Abraham, Abraham!”

And he said, “Here I am.”
12 The angel said,

“Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him;

for now I know that you fear God,

since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”
13 And Abraham looked up and saw a ram,

caught in a thicket by its horns.

Abraham went and took the ram

and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.

15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven,
16 and said, “By myself I have sworn, says the Lord:

Because you have done this,

and have not withheld your son, your only son,
17 I will indeed bless you,

and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven

and as the sand that is on the seashore.

And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies,
18 and by your offspring

shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves,

because you have obeyed my voice.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 16.5+8, 9-10, 11 (R.1)

R. Keep me safe, O God;

you are my hope.

5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;

you hold my lot.
8 I keep the Lord always before me;

because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. R.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;

my body also rests secure.
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol,

or let your faithful one see the Pit. R.

11 You show me the path of life.

In your presence there is fullness of joy;

in your right hand are pleasures

forevermore. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.

THIRD READING Exodus 14.15 - 31; 15.20, 1++

Tell the Israelites to go forward, to go into the sea on dry ground.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

15 The Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me?

Tell the Israelites to go forward.
16 But you, lift up your staff,

and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it,

that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground.
17 Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians

so that they will go in after them;

and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army,

his chariots, and his chariot drivers.
18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord,

when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh,

his chariots, and his chariot drivers.”

19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army

moved and went behind them;

and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them

and took its place behind them.
20 It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel.

And so the cloud was there with the darkness,

and it lit up the night;

one did not come near the other all night.
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21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea.

The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night,

and turned the sea into dry land;

and the waters were divided.
22 The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground,

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.

23 The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them,

all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.
24 At the morning watch,

the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud

looked down upon the Egyptian army,

and threw the Egyptian army into panic.
25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty.

The Egyptians said,

“Let us flee from the Israelites,

for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.”

26 Then the Lord said to Moses,

“Stretch out your hand over the sea,

so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians,

upon their chariots and chariot drivers.”
27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,

and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth.

As the Egyptians fled before it,

the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea.
28 The waters returned

and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers,

the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea;

not one of them remained.

29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea,

the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.
30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians;

and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians.

So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord

and in his servant Moses.

20 The prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister,

took a tambourine in her hand;

and all the women went out after her with tambourines

and with dancing.
1 Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord:

The canticle is sung immediately after the reading. The usual conclusion to the reading, “The word
of the Lord,” is omitted.
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RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Exodus 15.1-2, 3-5, 6-7, 17-18 (R.1)

R. Let us sing to the Lord;

he has covered himself in glory.

1 I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously;

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.
2 The Lord is my strength and my might,

and he has become my salvation;

this is my God, and I will praise him,
my father’s God, and I will exalt him. R.

3 The Lord is a warrior;

the Lord is his name.
4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea;

his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea.
5 The floods covered them;

they went down into the depths like a stone. R.

6 Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power;

your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy.
7 In the greatness of your majesty

you overthrew your adversaries;

you sent out your fury,
it consumed them like stubble. R.

17 You brought your people in

and planted them

on the mountain of your own possession,

the place, O Lord, that you made your abode,

the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established.
18 The Lord will reign forever and ever. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.

F O U RTH READING Isaiah 54.5-14

With everlasting love I will have compassion on you,
says the Lord, your Redeemer.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts.

5 Your Maker is your husband,

the Lord of hosts is his name;

the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer,

the God of the whole earth he is called.
6 For the Lord has called you

like a wife forsaken and grieved in spirit,

like the wife of a man’s youth when she is cast off,

says your God.
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7 For a brief moment I abandoned you,

but with great compassion I will gather you.
8 In overflowing wrath for a moment

I hid my face from you,

but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,

says the Lord, your Redeemer.

9 This is like the days of Noah to me:

Just as I swore that the waters of Noah

would never again go over the earth,

so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you

and will not rebuke you.
10 For the mountains may depart

and the hills be removed,

but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,

and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,

says the Lord, who has compassion on you.

11 O afflicted one, storm-tossed, and not comforted,

I am about to set your stones in antimony,

and lay your foundations with sapphires.
12 I will make your pinnacles of rubies,

your gates of jewels,

and all your wall of precious stones.

13 All your children shall be taught by the Lord,

and great shall be the prosperity of your children.
14 In righteousness you shall be established;

you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear;

and from terror, for it shall not come near you.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 30.1+3, 4-5, 10+11a+12b (R.1a)

R. I will praise you, Lord,

for you have rescued me.

1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up,

and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,

restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. R.
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4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones,

and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment;

his favour is for a lifetime.

Weeping may linger for the night,

but joy comes with the morning. R.

10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me!

O Lord, be my helper!
11 You have turned my mourning into dancing.
12 O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.

FIFTH READING Isaiah 55.1-11

Come to me, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Everyone who thirsts,

come to the waters;

and you that have no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

and your labour for that which does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.
3 Incline your ear, and come to me;

listen, so that you may live.

I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

my steadfast, sure love for David.

4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,

a leader and commander for the peoples.
5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know,

and nations that do not know you shall run to you,

because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel,

for he has glorified you.

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found,

call upon him while he is near;
7 let the wicked forsake their way,

and the unrighteous their thoughts;

let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
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8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Isaiah 12.2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (R.3)

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

2 Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust, and will not be afraid,

for the Lord God is my strength and my might;

he has become my salvation.
3 With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation. R.

4 Give thanks to the Lord,

call on his name;

make known his deeds among the nations;

proclaim that his name is exalted. R.

5 Sing praises to the Lord,

for he has done gloriously;

let this be known in all the earth.
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,

for great in your midst

is the Holy One of Israel. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.
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SIXTH READING Baruch 3.9-15, 32 - 4.4

Walk in the way of God, and you will be living in peace forever.

A reading from the book of the prophet Baruch.

9 Hear the commandments of life, O Israel;

give ear, and learn wisdom!
10 Why is it, O Israel,

why is it that you are in the land of your enemies,

that you are growing old in a foreign country,

that you are defiled with the dead,
11 that you are counted among those in Hades?
12 You have forsaken the fountain of wisdom.
13 If you had walked in the way of God,

you would be living in peace forever.

14 Learn where there is wisdom,

where there is strength,

where there is understanding,

so that you may at the same time discern

where there is length of days, and life,

where there is light for the eyes, and peace.
15 Who has found her place?

And who has entered her storehouses?

32 But the one who knows all things knows her,

he found her by his understanding.

The one who prepared the earth for all time

filled it with four-footed creatures;
33 the one who sends forth the light, and it goes;

he called it, and it obeyed him, trembling;
34 the stars shone in their watches, and were glad;

he called them, and they said, “Here we are!”

They shone with gladness for him who made them.

35 This is our God;

no other can be compared to him.
36 He found the whole way to knowledge,

and gave her to his servant Jacob

and to Israel, whom he loved.
37 Afterward she appeared on earth

and lived with humanity.

1 She is the book of the commandments of God,

the law that endures forever.
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All who hold her fast will live,

and those who forsake her will die.

2 Turn, O Jacob, and take her;

walk toward the shining of her light.
3 Do not give your glory to another,

or your advantages to an alien people.

4 Happy are we, O Israel,

for we know what is pleasing to God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 10 (R. Jn 6.68)

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,

making wise the simple. R.

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear,

enlightening the eyes. R.

9 The fear of the Lord is pure,

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether. R.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,

even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,

and drippings of the honeycomb. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.
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SEVENTH READING Ezekiel 36.16-17a, 18-28

I will sprinkle clean water upon you,
and a new heart I will give you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

16 The word of the Lord came to me:
17 Mortal, when the house of Israel lived on their own soil,

they defiled it with their ways and their deeds;

their conduct in my sight was unclean.
18 So I poured out my wrath upon them

for the blood that they had shed upon the land,

and for the idols with which they had defiled it.
19 I scattered them among the nations,

and they were dispersed through the countries;

in accordance with their conduct and their deeds I judged them.

20 But when they came to the nations,

wherever they came, they profaned my holy name,

in that it was said of them,

“These are the people of the Lord,

and yet they had to go out of his land.”

21 But I had concern for my holy name,

which the house of Israel had profaned

among the nations to which they came.
22 Therefore say to the house of Israel,

Thus says the Lord God:

It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act,

but for the sake of my holy name,

which you have profaned among the nations to which you came.

23 I will sanctify my great name,

which has been profaned among the nations,

and which you have profaned among them;

and the nations shall know that I am the Lord,

says the Lord God,

when through you I display my holiness before their eyes.

24 I will take you from the nations,

and gather you from all the countries,

and bring you into your own land.

25 I will sprinkle clean water upon you,

and you shall be clean from all your uncleanness,

and from all your idols I will cleanse you.
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26 A new heart I will give you,

and a new spirit I will put within you;

and I will remove from your body the heart of stone

and give you a heart of flesh.
27 I will put my spirit within you,

and make you follow my statutes

and be careful to observe my ordinances.
28 Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors;

and you shall be my people, and I will be your God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 42.2, 4bcd; 43.3, 4 (R. 42.1)

R. Like a deer that longs for running streams,

my soul longs for you, my God.

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

When shall I come and behold the face of God? R.

4 I went with the throng,

and led them in procession to the house of God,

with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,

a multitude keeping festival. R.

3 O send out your light and your truth;

let them lead me;

let them bring me to your holy mountain

and to your dwelling. R.

4 Then I will go to the altar of God,

to God my exceeding joy;

and I will praise you with the harp,

O God, my God. R.

A prayer follows the psalm before the next reading is proclaimed.

or Isaiah 12.2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (the response to the Fifth Reading) may be used when baptism is celebrat-
ed, if it was not used previously; or Psalm 51 may be used.

or:

Psalm 51.10-11, 12-13, 16-17 (R.10)

R. Create a clean heart in me, O God.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and put a new and steadfast spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,

and do not take your holy spirit from me. R.
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12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation,

and sustain in me a willing spirit.
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways,

and sinners will return to you. R.

16 For you have no delight in sacrifice;

if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased.
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God

is a broken spirit;

a broken and contrite heart, O God,

you will not despise. R.

A prayer follows the psalm, as well as, the “Glory to God” and the opening prayer before the Epistle is
proclaimed.

E P I S T L E Romans 6.3-11

Christ, raised from the dead, will never die again.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

3 Do you not know

that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus

were baptized into his death?
4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death,

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead

by the glory of the Father,

so we too might walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his,

we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.

6 We know that our old self was crucified with him

so that the body of sin might be destroyed,

and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.
7 For whoever has died is freed from sin.
8 But if we have died with Christ,

we believe that we will also live with him.

9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,

will never die again;

death no longer has dominion over him.
10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all;

but the life he lives, he lives to God.
11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin

and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM – SOLEMN ALLELUIA
Psalm 118.1-2, 16-17, 22-23

R. Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his steadfast love endures forever.
2 Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.” R.

16 “The right hand of the Lord is exalted;

the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live,

and recount the deeds of the Lord. R.

22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvellous in our eyes. R.

G O S P E L YEAR A Matthew 28.1-10

Jesus has been raised from the dead, and he is going ahead of you to Galilee.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 After the sabbath,

as the first day of the week was dawning,

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb.
2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake;

for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it.
3 His appearance was like lightning,

and his clothing white as snow.
4 For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men.

5 But the angel said to the women,

“Do not be afraid;

I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.
6 He is not here;

for he has been raised, as he said.

Come, see the place where he lay.
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples,

‘He has been raised from the dead,

and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee;

there you will see him.’

This is my message for you.”

8 So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy,

and ran to tell his disciples. ➣



290 YEARS ABC

9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!”

And they came to him,

took hold of his feet, and worshipped him.
10 Then Jesus said to them,

“Do not be afraid;

go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee;

there they will see me.”

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L YEAR B Mark 16.1-8

Jesus of Nazareth who was crucified; he has been raised up.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 When the sabbath was over,

Mary Magdalene, and Mary the Mother of James,

and Salome bought spices,

so that they might go and anoint Jesus.
2 And very early on the first day of the week,

when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb.
3 They had been saying to one another,

“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?”
4 When they looked up,

they saw that the stone, which was very large,

had already been rolled back.

5 As they entered the tomb,

they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe,

sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed.
6 But he said to them,

“Do not be alarmed;

you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.

He has been raised; he is not here.

Look, there is the place they laid him.

7 “But go, tell his disciples and Peter

that he is going ahead of you to Galilee;

there you will see him, just as he told you.”
8 So they went out and fled from the tomb,

for terror and amazement had seized them;

and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The gospel of the Lord.
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G O S P E L YEAR C Luke 24.1-12

Why do you look for the living among the dead?

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn,

the women who had accompanied Jesus from Galilee came to the tomb,

taking the spices that they had prepared.
2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb,
3 but when they went in, they did not find the body.

4 While they were perplexed about this,

suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.
5 The women were terrified

and bowed their faces to the ground,

but the men said to them,

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?

He is not here, but has risen.
6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee,
7 that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners,

and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.”

8 Then the women remembered Jesus’ words,
9 and returning from the tomb,

they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest.
10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,

Mary the mother of James,

and the other women with them who told this to the apostles.

11 These words seemed to the apostles an idle tale,

and they did not believe the women.
12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb;

stooping and looking in,

he saw the linen cloths by themselves;

then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

The gospel of the Lord.
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42 RESURRECTION OF THE LORD – EASTER SUNDAY
DURING THE DAY

FIRST READING Acts 10.34a, 36-43++

We ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

34 Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius.
36 “You know the message God sent to the people of Israel,

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—

he is Lord of all.
37 That message spread throughout Judea,

beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth

with the Holy Spirit and with power;

how he went about doing good

and healing all who were oppressed by the devil,

for God was with him.

39 “We are witnesses to all that he did

both in Judea and in Jerusalem.

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;
40 but God raised him on the third day

and allowed him to appear,
41 not to all the people

but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses,

and who ate and drank with him after

he rose from the dead.

42 “He commanded us to preach to the people

and to testify that he is the one ordained by God

as judge of the living and the dead.
43 All the prophets testify about him

that everyone who believes in him

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 118.1-2, 16-17, 22-23 (R.24)

R. This is the day the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his steadfast love endures forever.
2 Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.” R.

16 “The right hand of the Lord is exalted;

the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live,

and recount the deeds of the Lord. R.

22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvellous in our eyes. R.

SECOND READING Colossians 3.1-4

Seek the things that are above, where Christ is.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

1 If you have been raised with Christ,

seek the things that are above,

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
2 Set your minds on things that are above,

not on things that are on earth,
3 for you have died,

and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4 When Christ who is your life is revealed,

then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

The word of the Lord.

or:
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 5.6b-8

Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

6 Do you not know that a little yeast

leavens the whole batch of dough?
7 Clean out the old yeast so that you may be a new batch,

as you really are unleavened.

For our paschal lamb, Christ, has been sacrificed.
8 Therefore, let us celebrate the festival,

not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and evil,

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

S E Q U E N C E

The Sequence is sung on this day.

1. Christians, praise the paschal victim!

Offer thankful sacrifice!

2. Christ the Lamb has saved the sheep,

Christ the just one paid the price,

Reconciling sinners to the Father.

3. Death and life fought bitterly

For this wondrous victory;

The Lord of life who died reigns glorified!

4. O Mary, come and say

what you saw at break of day.

5. “The empty tomb of my living Lord!”

I saw Christ Jesus risen and adored!

6 Bright angels testified,

Shroud and grave clothes side by side!

7. “Yes, Christ my hope rose gloriously.

He goes before you into Galilee.”

8. Share the Good News, sing joyfully:

His death is victory!

Lord Jesus, Victor King, show us mercy.

Text: Victimae paschali laudes, ascribed to Wipo of Burgundy, d. 1048

Translation: © Peter J. Scagnelli, b. 1949.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 1 Corinthians 5.7-8

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Christ has become our paschal sacrifice;

let us feast with joy in the Lord.

The gospel from the Easter Vigil may be read in place of John 20.1-18.

G O S P E L John 20.1-18++

According to the scripture: Jesus must rise from the dead.

The shorter version (1-9) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 Early on the first day of the week,

while it was still dark,

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb

and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.
2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple,

the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them,

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,

and we do not know where they have laid him.”

3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out

and went toward the tomb.
4 The two were running together,

but the other disciple outran Peter

and reached the tomb first.
5 He bent down to look in

and saw the linen wrappings lying there,

but he did not go in.

6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.

He saw the linen wrappings lying there,
7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head,

not lying with the linen wrappings

but rolled up in a place by itself.
8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in,

and he saw and believed;
9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture,

that he must rise from the dead.* ➣
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10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.
11 But Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb.

As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
12 and she saw two angels in white,

sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,

one at the head and the other at the feet.
13 They said to her,

“Woman, why are you weeping?”

She said to them,

“They have taken away my Lord,

and I do not know where they have laid him.”

14 When she had said this,

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,

but she did not know that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus said to her,

“Woman, why are you weeping?

Whom are you looking for?”

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,

“Sir, if you have carried him away,

tell me where you have laid him,

and I will take him away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”

She turned and said to him in Hebrew,

“Rabbouni!” which means Teacher.
17 Jesus said to her,

“Do not hold on to me,

because I have not yet ascended to the Father.

But go to my brothers and say to them,

‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father,

to my God and your God.’”

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,

“I have seen the Lord,”

and she told them that he had said these things to her.

The gospel of the Lord.

The readings for the solemnities of the Octave of Easter are found in the Weekday Lectionary.
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When the Eucharist is celebrated in the afternoon,  Luke 24.13-35 may be used.

G O S P E L Luke 24.13-35

The disciples recognized the Lord when he broke bread with them.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

13 On the first day of the week,

two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus,

about eleven kilometres from Jerusalem,
14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
15 While they were talking and discussing,

Jesus himself came near and went with them,
16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.

17 And Jesus said to them,

“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”

They stood still, looking sad.
18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him,

“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem

who does not know the things

that have taken place there in these days?”

19 Jesus asked them, “What things?”

They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word

before God and all the people,
20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over

to be condemned to death and crucified him.
21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.

Yes, and besides all this,

it is now the third day since these things took place.
22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.

They were at the tomb early this morning,
23 and when they did not find his body there,

they came back

and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels

who said that Jesus was alive.
24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb

and found it just as the women had said;

but they did not see Jesus.” ➣
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25 Then Jesus said to them,

“Oh, how foolish you are,

and how slow of heart

to believe all that the prophets have declared!
26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things

and then enter into his glory?”

27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them

the things about himself in all the scriptures.
28 As they came near the village to which they were going,

Jesus walked ahead as if he were going on.
29 But they urged him strongly, saying,

“Stay with us, because it is almost evening

and the day is now nearly over.”

So Jesus went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them,

he took bread, blessed and broke it,

and gave it to them.
31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus;

and he vanished from their sight.

32 The two disciples said to each other,

“Were not our hearts burning within us

while he was talking to us on the road,

while he was opening the scriptures to us?”

33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem;

and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.
34 These were saying,

“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”

35 Then the two disciples told what had happened on the road,

and how the Lord had been made known to them

in the breaking of the bread.

The gospel of the Lord.

The readings for the solemnities of the Octave of Easter are found in the Weekday Lectionary.
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A B C

Ac 2.42-47 Ac 4.32-35 Ac 5.12-16
2nd Sunday Ps 118 Ps 118 Ps 118

1 P 1.3-9 1 Jn 5.1-6 Rv 1.9-11a,12-13,17-19
Jn 20.19-31 Jn 20.19-31 Jn 20.19-31

Ac 2.14,22b-28 Ac 3.13b-15,17-19 Ac 5.27b-32,40b-41
3rd Sunday Ps 16 Ps 4 Ps 30

1 P 1.17-21 1 Jn 2.1-5a Rv 5.11-14
Lk 24.13-35 Lk 24.35-48 Jn 21.1-19

Ac 2.14a,36b-41 Ac 4.7-12 Ac 13.14,43-52
4th Sunday Ps 23 Ps 118 Ps 100

1 P 2.20b-25 1 Jn 3.1-2 Rv 7.9,14b-17
Jn 10.1-10 Jn 10.11-18 Jn 10.27-30

Ac 6.1-7 Ac 9.26-31 Ac 14.21b-27
5th Sunday Ps 33 Ps 22 Ps 145

1 P 2.4-9 1 Jn 3.18-24 Rv. 21.1-5a
Jn 14.1-12 Jn 15.1-8 Jn 13.1,31-33a,34-35

Ac 8.5-8,14-17 Ac 10.25-26,34-35,44-48 Ac 15.1-2,22-29
6th Sunday Ps 66 Ps 98 Ps 67

1 P 3.15-18 1 Jn 4.7-10 Rv 21.10-14,22-23
Jn 14.15-21 Jn 15.9-17 Jn 14.23-29

Ac 1.1-11 Ac 1.1-11 Ac 1.1-11
Ascension Ps 47 Ps 47 Ps 47

Ep 1.17-23 Ep 4.1-13 He 9.24-28;10.19-23
Mt 28.16-20 Mk 16.15-20 Lk 24.46-53

Ac 1.12-14 Ac 1.15-17,20ac,20c-26 Ac 7.55-60
7th Sunday Ps 27 Ps 103 Ps 97

1 P 4.13-16 1 Jn 4.11-16 Rv 22.12-14,16-17,20
Jn 17.1-11a Jn 17.11b-19 Jn 17.20-26

Gn 11.1-9        or        Ex 19.3-8a,16-20b        or        Ez 37.1-14        or        Jl 3.1-5
Vigil of Pentecost Ps 104

Rm 8.22-27
Jn 7.37-39

Ac 2.1-11 Ac 2.1-11 Ac 2.1-11
Pentecost Sunday Ps 104 Ps 104 Ps 104

1 Co. 12.3b-7,12-13 Ga 5.16-25 Rm 8.8-17
Sequence: Sequence: Sequence:

«Veni, Sancte Spiritus» «Veni, Sancte Spiritus» «Veni, Sancte Spiritus»
Jn 20.19-23 Jn 15.26-27;16.12-15 Jn 14.15-16,23b-26

Table 5: EASTER SEASON
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COMMON RESPONSES (REFRAINS)

R. Alleluia! (Two or three times)

COMMON RESPONSORIAL PSALMS

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 118.1-2, 16-17, 22-23

(R.24)

R. This is the day the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad.

or:. Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his steadfast love endures forever.

2 Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.” R.

16 “The right hand of the Lord is exalted;

the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”

17 I shall not die, but I shall live,

and recount the deeds of the Lord. R.

22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvellous in our eyes. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 66.1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a, 16+20

(R.1)

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;

2 sing the glory of his name;

give to him glorious praise.

3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!” R.

4 “All the earth worships you;

they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name.”

5 Come and see what God has done:

he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. R.

6 He turned the sea into dry land;

they passed through the river on foot.

There we rejoiced in him,

7 who rules by his might forever. R.

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God,

and I will tell what he has done for me.

20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected 

my prayer

or removed his steadfast love from me. R.

After Ascension:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 47.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.5a)

R. God mounts the throne to shouts of joy.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples;

shout to God with loud songs of joy.

2 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,

a great king over all the earth. R.

5 God has gone up with a shout,

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.

6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our King, sing praises. R.

7 For God is the king of all the earth;

sing praises with a psalm.

8 God is king over the nations;

God sits on his holy throne. R.

Pentecost:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1ab+24ac, 29b-30,

31+34 (R.30)

R. Lord send out your Spirit,

and renew the face of the earth.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

the earth is full of your creatures. R.

173 COMMON TEXTS – EASTER

The psalm as a rule is drawn from proper readings of the day because the psalm texts are directly
connected with the theme of the individual reading. To make the sung response easier for the peo-
ple, some psalms texts are provided according to the different season of the liturgical years. These
may be used in place of the proper psalm, especially when it is difficult to learn new music each week.
Care should be taken that the alternate text be similar in meaning to the proper psalm. (GIRM, 36.)
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29 When you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.

30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth. R.

31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever;

may the Lord rejoice in his works—

34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the Lord. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS

Before the Ascension

Matthew 4.4b

No one lives on bread alone

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.

See Luke 24.46, 26

Christ had to suffer and to rise from the dead

and so enter into his glory.

John 3.14

The Son of Man must be raised on high,

so that all who believe in him may have eternal life.

John 3.16

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have eternal life.

John 6.35ab

I am the bread of life, says the Lord;

whoever comes to me will never be hungry.

See John 6.40

All who believe in the Son have eternal life,

and I will raise them up on the last day, says the Lord.

John 6.51-52

I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;

whoever eats this bread will live forever.

John 6.57

All who eat my flesh and drink my blood

live in me, and I in them, says the Lord.

John 6.63, 68

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;

you have the words of everlasting life.

John 8.12

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life.

John 8.31b-32

If you stay in my word, you will indeed be my disciples,

and you will know the truth, says the Lord.

John 10.14

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;

I know my sheep, and mine know me.

John 10.27

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;

I know them, and they follow me.

John 14.6

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;

no one comes to the Father, except through me.

John 15.4, 5c

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;

my branches bear much fruit.

John 15.15b

I call you my friends, says the Lord,

for I have made known to you all that the Father

has told me.

John 20.29

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;

happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!

Romans 6.9

Christ now raised from the dead will never die again;

death no longer has power over him.

Colossians 3.1

If then you have been raised with Christ,

seek the things that are above,

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

Revelation 1.5ab

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness,

first-born from the dead;

you have loved us and washed away our sins

in your blood.

Christ has risen and shines upon us,

whom he has redeemed by his blood.

Nailed to the cross for our sake,

the Lord is now risen from the grave.

Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation;

he has shown pity on all people.

We know that Christ is truly risen from the dead;

victorious king, deal kindly with us.

After the Ascension

Matthew 28.19, 20

Go and teach all people my gospel;

I am with you always, until the end of the world.

See John 14.16

The Father will send you the Holy Spirit, says the Lord,

to be with you for ever.

John 14.18

The Lord says: I will not leave you orphans.

I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice.

John 14.26

The Holy Spirit will teach you all things

and remind you of all I have said to you.

John 15.26b, 27a

The Spirit of truth will bear witness to me,

says the Lord,

and you also will be my witnesses.
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See John 16.7, 13

The Lord says:I will send you the Spirit of truth,

who will lead you to the whole truth.

John 16.28

I went from the Father and came into the world;

and now I leave the world to return to the Father.

John 17.17b,17a

Your word, O Lord, is truth:

make us holy in the truth.

John 17.21

May all be one as you, Father, are in me, and I in

you;

let the world believe that you sent me, says the Lord.

Colossians 3.1

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the

things that are above,

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
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43 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 2.42-47

All who believed were together and had all things in common.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Those who welcomed the message of Peter were baptized

and many were added to the community.
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,

to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

43 Awe came upon everyone,

because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles.

44 All who believed were together and had all things in common;
45 they would sell their possessions and goods

and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.
46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,

they broke bread at home

and ate their food with glad and generous hearts,
47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.

And day by day the Lord added to their number

those who were being saved.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 118.2-4, 13-15, 22-24 (R.1)

R. Give thanks, for the Lord is good,

God’s love is everlasting.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

2 Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
3 Let the house of Aaron say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
4 Let those who fear the Lord say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.” R.

13 I was pushed hard, so that I was falling,

but the Lord helped me.
14 The Lord is my strength and my might;

he has become my salvation.
15 There are glad songs of victory

in the tents of the righteous. R.



SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER307

22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvellous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1.3-9

God has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead:
4 a birth into an inheritance

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,

kept in heaven for you,
5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6 In this you rejoice,

even if now for a little while

you have had to suffer various trials,
7 so that the genuineness of your faith

—being more precious than gold that,

though perishable, is tested by fire—

may be found to result in praise and glory and honour

when Jesus Christ is revealed.

8 Although you have not seen him, you love him;

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him

and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,
9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith,

the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 20.29

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;

happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!
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G O S P E L John 20.19-31

A week later Jesus came and stood among them.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

19 It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead,

the first day of the week,

and the doors of the house where the disciples had met

were locked for fear of the authorities.

Jesus came and stood among them and said,

“Peace be with you.”
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

21 Jesus said to them again,

“Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas, who was called the Twin, one of the twelve,

was not with them when Jesus came.
25 So the other disciples told him,

“We have seen the Lord.”

But he said to them,

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,

and put my finger in the mark of the nails

and my hand in his side,

I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house,

and Thomas was with them.

Although the doors were shut,

Jesus came and stood among them and said,

“Peace be with you.”
27 Then he said to Thomas,

“Put your finger here and see my hands.

Reach out your hand and put it in my side.

Do not doubt but believe.”
28 Thomas answered him,

“My Lord and my God!”

29 Jesus said to him,

“Have you believed because you have seen me?
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Blessed are those who have not seen

and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,

which are not written in this book.
31 But these are written so that you may come to believe

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,

and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
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46 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 2.14, 22b-28

It was impossible for Christ to be held in the power of death.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

14 On the day of Pentecost,

Peter, standing with the eleven,

raised his voice and addressed the crowd,

“People of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem,

let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.
22 Jesus of Nazareth,

a man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs

that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know—
23 this man, handed over to you

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God,

you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the law.

24 “But God raised him up, having freed him from death,

because it was impossible for him to be held in its power.
25 For David says concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

moreover my flesh will live in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28 You have made known to me the ways of life;

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 16.1-2+5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 (R.11)

R. Lord, you will show us the path of life.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;

I have no good apart from you.”
5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. R.

7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;

in the night also my heart instructs me.
8 I keep the Lord always before me;

because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. R.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;

my body also rests secure.
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol,

or let your faithful one see the Pit. R.

11 You show me the path of life.

In your presence there is fullness of joy;

in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1.17-21

You were ransomed by the precious blood of Christ,
the Lamb without defect or blemish.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

17 If you invoke as Father

the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds,

live in reverent fear during the time of your exile.

18 You know that you were ransomed

from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors,

not with perishable things like silver or gold,
19 but with the precious blood of Christ,

like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.

20 Christ was destined before the foundation of the world,

but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake.
21 Through him you have come to trust in God,

who raised him from the dead and gave him glory,

so that your faith and hope are set on God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 24.32

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us;

make our hearts burn with love when you speak.

G O S P E L Luke 24.13-35

The disciples recognized the Lord when he broke bread with them.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

13 On the first day of the week,

two of the disciples were going to a village called Emmaus,

about eleven kilometres from Jerusalem,
14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened.
15 While they were talking and discussing,

Jesus himself came near and went with them,
16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.

17 And Jesus said to them,

“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?”

They stood still, looking sad.
18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him,

“Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem

who does not know the things

that have taken place there in these days?”

19 Jesus asked them, “What things?”

They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth,

who was a prophet mighty in deed and word

before God and all the people,
20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over

to be condemned to death and crucified him.
21 But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.

Yes, and besides all this,

it is now the third day since these things took place.
22 Moreover, some women of our group astounded us.

They were at the tomb early this morning,
23 and when they did not find his body there,

they came back

and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels

who said that Jesus was alive.
24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb

and found it just as the women had said;

but they did not see Jesus.”
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25 Then Jesus said to them,

“Oh, how foolish you are,

and how slow of heart

to believe all that the prophets have declared!
26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things

and then enter into his glory?”

27 Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets,

Jesus interpreted to them

the things about himself in all the scriptures.
28 As they came near the village to which they were going,

Jesus walked ahead as if he were going on.
29 But they urged him strongly, saying,

“Stay with us, because it is almost evening

and the day is now nearly over.”

So Jesus went in to stay with them.

30 When he was at the table with them,

he took bread, blessed and broke it,

and gave it to them.
31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized Jesus;

and he vanished from their sight.

32 The two disciples said to each other,

“Were not our hearts burning within us

while he was talking to us on the road,

while he was opening the scriptures to us?”

33 That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem;

and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together.
34 These were saying,

“The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”

35 Then the two disciples told what had happened on the road,

and how the Lord had been made known to them

in the breaking of the bread.

The gospel of the Lord.
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49 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Acts 2.14a, 36b-41

God has made Jesus both Lord and Messiah.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When the days of Pentecost had come.
14 Peter, standing with the eleven,

raised his voice and addressed the crowd.
36 “Let the entire house of Israel know with certainty

that God has made him both Lord and Messiah,

this Jesus whom you crucified.”

37 Now when the people heard this, they were cut to the heart

and said to Peter and to the other apostles,

“Brothers, what should we do?”
39 Peter said to them,

“Repent, and be baptized every one of you

in the name of Jesus Christ

so that your sins may be forgiven;

and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
39 For the promise is for you, for your children,

and for all who are far away,

everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”

40 And he testified with many other arguments

and exhorted them, saying,

“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.”
41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized,

and that day about three thousand persons

were added to their number.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1)

R. The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.
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He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.

5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2.20b-25

You were going astray, but now you have returned
to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

Brothers and sisters:
20 If you endure when you do right and suffer for it,

you have God’s approval.
21 For to this you have been called,

because Christ also suffered for you,

leaving you an example,

so that you should follow in his steps.
22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse;

when he suffered, he did not threaten;

but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly.

24 Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross,

so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness;

by his wounds you have been healed.

25 For you were going astray like sheep,

but now you have returned

to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 10.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;

I know my sheep, and mine know me.
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G O S P E L John 10.1-10

I am the gate for the sheep.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
1 “Very truly, I tell you,

anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit.
2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,

and the sheep hear his voice.

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.
4 When he has brought out all his own,

he goes ahead of them,

and the sheep follow him because they know his voice.
5 They will not follow a stranger,

but they will run from him

because they do not know the voice of strangers.”

6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them,

but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
7 So again Jesus said to them,

“Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits;

but the sheep did not listen to them.
9 I am the gate.

Whoever enters by me will be saved,

and will come in and go out and find pasture.
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.

I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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52 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 6.1-7

Select from among yourselves seven men of good standing,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

1 Now during those days,

when the disciples were increasing in number,

the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews

because their widows were being neglected

in the daily distribution of food.
2 And the twelve called together

the whole community of the disciples and said,

“It is not right that we should neglect the word of God

in order to wait on tables.
3 Therefore, friends,

select from among yourselves seven men of good standing,

full of the Spirit and of wisdom,

whom we may appoint to this task,
4 while we, for our part,

will devote ourselves to prayer and to serving the word.”

5 What they said pleased the whole community,

and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,

together with Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,

Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a convert of Antioch.
6 They had these men stand before the apostles,

who prayed and laid their hands on them.

7 The word of God continued to spread;

the number of the disciples increased greatly in Jerusalem,

and a great many of the priests became obedient to the faith.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.



318 YEAR A 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.1-2, 4-5, 18-19, (R.22)

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us,

as we place our trust in you.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.

Praise befits the upright.
2 Praise the Lord with the lyre;

make melody to him with the harp of ten strings. R.

4 For the word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5 He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R.

18 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast love,
19 to deliver their soul from death,

and to keep them alive in famine. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2.4-9

You are called to be a chosen race, a royal priesthood.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

4 Come to the Lord, a living stone,

though rejected by mortals

yet chosen and precious in God’s sight.
5 Like living stones,

let yourselves be built into a spiritual house,

to be a holy priesthood,

to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God

through Jesus Christ.

6 For it stands in scripture:

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone,

a cornerstone chosen and precious;

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7 To you then who believe, he is precious;

but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected

has become the very head of the corner,” and
8 “A stone that makes them stumble,

and a rock that makes them fall.”

They stumble because they disobey the word,

as they were destined to do.
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9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,

a holy nation, God’s own people,

in order that you may proclaim

the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness

into his marvellous light.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;

no one comes to the Father, except through me.

G O S P E L John 14.1-12

I am the way, and the truth, and the life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples:
1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled.

Believe in God, believe also in me.
2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places.

If it were not so, would I have told you

that I go to prepare a place for you?
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you,

I will come again and will take you to myself,

so that where I am, there you may be also.
4 And you know the way to the place where I am going.”

5 Thomas said to him,

“Lord, we do not know where you are going.

How can we know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him,

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.

No one comes to the Father except through me.
7 If you know me, you will know my Father also.

From now on you do know him and have seen him.”

8 Philip said to him,

“Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” ➣
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9 Jesus said to him,

“Have I been with you all this time, Philip,

and you still do not know me?

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.

How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
10 Do you not believe

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me?

The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own;

but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me;

but if you do not,

then believe me because of the works themselves.
12 Very truly, I tell you,

the one who believes in me

will also do the works that I do and, in fact,

will do greater works than these,

because I am going to the Father.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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55 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

When the Ascension is celebrated on the following Sunday, the second reading and the gospel given
for the Seventh Sunday of Easter (see no. 59) may be used on the Sixth Sunday of Easter.

FIRST READING Acts 8.5-8, 14-17

Peter and John laid their hands on them,
and they received the Holy Spirit.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

A severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem,

and all except the apostles were scattered.
5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria

and proclaimed the Messiah to them.
6 The crowds with one accord listened eagerly

to what was said by Philip,

hearing and seeing the signs that he did,
7 for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks,

came out of many who were possessed;

and many others who were paralysed or lame were cured.
8 So there was great joy in that city.

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard

that Samaria had accepted the word of God,

they sent Peter and John to them.
15 The two went down and prayed for them

that they might receive the Holy Spirit;
16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them;

they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus).
17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them,

and they received the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 66.1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a, 16+20 (R.1)

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
2 sing the glory of his name;

give to him glorious praise.
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!” R.
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4 “All the earth worships you;

they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name.”
5 Come and see what God has done:

he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. R.

6 He turned the sea into dry land;

they passed through the river on foot.

There we rejoiced in him,
7 who rules by his might forever. R.

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God,

and I will tell what he has done for me.
20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer

or removed his steadfast love from me. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 3.15-18

Christ was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

15 In your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord.

Always be ready to make your defence

to anyone who demands from you an accounting

for the hope that is in you;
16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence.

Keep your conscience clear,

so that, when you are maligned,

those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ

may be put to shame.
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good,

if suffering should be God’s will,

than to suffer for doing evil.

18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all,

the righteous for the unrighteous,

in order to bring you to God.

He was put to death in the flesh,

but made alive in the spirit.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them, and we will come to them.
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G O S P E L John 14.15-21

I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples:
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
16 And I will ask the Father,

and he will give you another Advocate,

to be with you forever.
17 This is the Spirit of truth,

whom the world cannot receive,

because it neither sees him nor knows him.

You know him, because he abides with you,

and he will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you orphaned;

I am coming to you.
19 In a little while the world will no longer see me,

but you will see me;

because I live, you also will live.
20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father,

and you in me, and I in you.

21 “They who have my commandments and keep them

are those who love me;

and those who love me will be loved by my Father,

and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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58 ASCENSION OF THE LORD
YEAR A

FIRST READING Acts 1.1-11

As the disciples were watching, Jesus was lifted up.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 In the first book, Theophilus,

I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven,

after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit

to the apostles whom he had chosen.
3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them

by many convincing proofs,

appearing to them during forty days

and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,

but to wait there for the promise of the Father.

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me;
5 for John baptized with water,

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit

not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him,

“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods

that the Father has set by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 When he had said this, as they were watching,

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.

11 They said, “Men of Galilee,

why do you stand looking up toward heaven?

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 47.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.5a)

R. God mounts the throne to shouts of joy:

a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples;

shout to God with loud songs of joy.
2 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,

a great king over all the earth. R.

5 God has gone up with a shout,

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our King, sing praises. R.

7 For God is the king of all the earth;

sing praises with a psalm.
8 God is king over the nations;

God sits on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1.17-23

God raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,

may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation

as you come to know him,
18 so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened,

you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,
19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power

for us who believe, according to the working of his great power.

20 God put this power to work in Christ

when he raised him from the dead

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,
21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion,

and above every name that is named,

not only in this age but also in the age to come.

22 And he has put all things under his feet

and has made him the head over all things for the church,
23 which is his body,

the fullness of him who fills all in all.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 28.19, 20

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Go and teach all people my gospel;

I am with you always, until the end of the world.

G O S P E L Matthew 28.16-20

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee,

to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
17 When they saw him, they worshipped him;

but some doubted.

18 And Jesus came and said to them,

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.

“And remember, I am with you always,

to the end of the age.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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59 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Where the Ascension is celebrated on Sunday, the readings of the Ascension replace the readings of
this Sunday.

FIRST READING Acts 1.12-14

The apostles were constantly devoting themselves to prayer.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

After Jesus was taken up to heaven,
12 the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet,

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away.
13 When they had entered the city,

they went to the room upstairs where they were staying,

Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas,

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus,

and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.

14 All these were constantly devoting themselves to prayer,

together with certain women,

including Mary the mother of Jesus,

as well as his brothers.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 27.1, 4, 7-8, (R.13)

R. I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord

in the land of the living.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

of whom shall I be afraid? R.

4 One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after:

to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,

to behold the beauty of the Lord,

and to inquire in his temple. R.

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud,

be gracious to me and answer me!
8 “Come,” my heart says,

“seek his face!” R.
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SECOND READING 1 Peter 4.13-16

If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

Dear friends,
13 rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings,

so that you may also be glad and shout for joy

when his glory is revealed.
14 If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed,

because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God,

is resting on you.

15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, a criminal,

or even as a mischief maker.
16 Yet if any of you suffers as a Christian,

do not consider it a disgrace,

but glorify God because you bear this name.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.18, 28

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord says: I will not leave you orphans.

I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice.

G O S P E L John 17.1-11a

Jesus looked up to heaven and said: Father, glorify your Son.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 Jesus looked up to heaven and said:

“Father, the hour has come;

glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,
2 since you have given him authority over all people,

to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.
3 And this is eternal life,

that they may know you, the only true God,

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.

4 “I glorified you on earth

by finishing the work that you gave me to do.
5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence

with the glory that I had in your presence

before the world existed.
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6 “I have made your name known

to those whom you gave me from the world.

They were yours, and you gave them to me,

and they have kept your word.
7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you;
8 for the words that you gave to me I have given to them,

and they have received them

and know in truth that I came from you;

and they have believed that you sent me.

9 “I am asking on their behalf;

I am not asking on behalf of the world,

but on behalf of those whom you gave me,

because they are yours.
10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine;

and I have been glorified in them.
11 And now I am no longer in the world,

but they are in the world,

and I am coming to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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62 VIGIL OF PENTECOST
YEARS ABC

At the first Mass of Pentecost Sunday (the Saturday evening Mass), the readings from the Mass of the
Pentecost Day, no. 63, are used.

The readings below are used on Saturday afternoon, before or after Evening Prayer I of Pentecost at
those Masses which are not for the Lord’s Day, or where a separate vigil is observed. Any one of the
following readings from the Old Testament may be chosen. Where an extended vigil is observed, as
suggested in the Circular Letter of the Congregation for Divine Worship, 16 January 1988, see page
336.++

FIRST READING Genesis 11.1-9

It was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language
of all the earth.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.
2 And as people migrated from the east,

they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
3 And they said to one another,

“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”

And they had brick for stone,

and bitumen for mortar.

4 Then they said,

“Come, let us build ourselves a city,

and a tower with its top in the heavens,

and let us make a name for ourselves;

otherwise we shall be scattered abroad

upon the face of the whole earth.”

5 The Lord came down to see the city and the tower,

which mortals had built.
6 And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people,

and they have all one language;

and this is only the beginning of what they will do;

nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.
7 Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there,

so that they will not understand one another’s speech.”

8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there

over the face of all the earth,

and they left off building the city.
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9 Therefore it was called Babel,

because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth;

and from there the Lord scattered them abroad

over the face of all the earth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

or:

FIRST READING Exodus 19.3-8a, 16-20

The Lord descended upon Mount Sinai, in the presence of all the people.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

3 Moses went up to God;

the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying,

“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob,

and tell the Israelites:
4 You have seen what I did to the Egyptians,

and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.
5 Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant,

you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples.

Indeed, the whole earth is mine,
6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.

These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

7 So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people,

and set before them all these words

that the Lord had commanded him.
8 The people all answered as one:

“Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning,

as well as a thick cloud on the mountain,

and a blast of a trumpet so loud

that all the people who were in the camp trembled.
17 Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God.

They took their stand at the foot of the mountain.
18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke,

because the Lord had descended upon it in fire;

the smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln,

while the whole mountain shook violently. ➣
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19 As the blast of the trumpet grew louder and louder,

Moses would speak and God would answer him in thunder.

20 When the Lord descended upon Mount Sinai,

to the top of the mountain,

the Lord summoned Moses to the top of the mountain,

and Moses went up.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

or:

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37.1-14

Dry bones, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

1 The hand of the Lord came upon me,

and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord

and set me down in the middle of a valley;

it was full of bones.
2 He led me all around them;

there were very many lying in the valley,

and they were very dry.
3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”

I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”

4 Then he said to me,

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:

O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.
5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones:

I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
6 I will lay sinews on you,

and will cause flesh to come upon you,

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,

and you shall live;

and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded;

and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,

and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
8 I looked, and there were sinews on them,

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them;

but there was no breath in them.
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9 Then he said to me,

“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:

Come from the four winds,

and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”
10 I prophesied as he commanded me,

and the breath came into them,

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

11 Then he said to me,

“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.

They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost;

we are cut off completely.’
12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them,

Thus says the Lord God:

I am going to open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people;

and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
13 And you shall know that I am the Lord,

when I open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,

and I will place you on your own soil;

then you shall know that I, the Lord,

have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

or:

FIRST READING Joel 2.28-32

I will pour out my spirit on all flesh.

A reading from the book of the prophet Joel.

Thus says the Lord:
28 I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

your elders shall dream dreams,

and your young people shall see visions.
29 Even on the male and female slaves,

in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
30 I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth,

blood and fire and columns of smoke. ➣
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31 The sun shall be turned to darkness,

and the moon to blood,

before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.
32 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord

shall be saved;

for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem

there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said,

and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1-2a, 24+25c, 27-28, 29b-30 (R.30)

R. Lord, send out your Spirit,

and renew the face of the earth.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honour and majesty,
2 wrapped in light as with a garment. R.

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures,
25 living things both small and great. R.

27 These all look to you

to give them their food in due season;
28 when you give to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. R.

29 When you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth. R.

SECOND READING Romans 8.22-27

The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

Beloved,
22 we know that the whole creation

has been groaning in labour pains until now;
23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves,
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who have the first fruits of the Spirit,

groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,

the redemption of our bodies.

24 For in hope we were saved.

Now hope that is seen is not hope.

For who hopes for what is seen?
25 But if we hope for what we do not see,

we wait for it with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness;

for we do not know how to pray as we ought,

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.
27 And God, who searches the heart,

knows what is the mind of the Spirit,

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints

according to the will of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

G O S P E L John 7.37-39

Out of Jesus’ heart shall flow rivers of living water.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

37 On the last day of the festival, the great day,

while Jesus was standing in the temple, he cried out,

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,
38 and let the one who believes in me drink.

As the scripture has said,

‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’”

39 Now he said this about the Spirit,

which believers in him were to receive;

for as yet there was no Spirit,

because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The gospel of the Lord.
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EXTENDED VIGIL OF PENTECOST

These texts may be used where an extended vigil is observed, as suggested in the Circular Letter,
Concerning the preparation and celebration of the Easter feasts, CDW 16 January 1988, no. 107.

FIRST READING Genesis 2.4b-10, 18, 21-25++

The Lord breathed into the man the breath of life.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

4 In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens,
5 when no plant of the field was yet in the earth

and no herb of the field had yet sprung up;

for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth,

and there was no one to till the ground;
6 but a stream would rise from the earth,

and water the whole face of the ground.
7 Then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground,

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;

and the man became a living being.
8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east;

and there he put the man whom he had formed.
9 Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree

that is pleasant to the sight and good for food,

the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,

and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10 A river flows out of Eden to water the garden,

and from there it divides and becomes four branches.

18 Then the Lord God said,

“It is not good that the man should be alone;

I will make him a helper as his partner.”
21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,

and he slept;

then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man

he made into a woman and brought her to the man.
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23 Then the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

this one shall be called Woman,

for out of Man this one was taken.”
25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 8.3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (R. see Gen 2.71)++

R. O Lord, our God,

you have given us the breath of life!

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars that you have established;

4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them,

mortals that you care for them? R.

5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,

and crowned them with glory and honour.

6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;

you have put all things under their feet. R.

7 All sheep and oxen,

and also the beasts of the field,

8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,

whatever passes along the paths of the seas. R.

SECOND READING Genesis 11.1-9

It was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language
of all the earth.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words.
2 And as they migrated from the east,

they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
3 And they said to one another,

“Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”

And they had brick for stone,

and bitumen for mortar.

4 Then they said,

“Come, let us build ourselves a city,

and a tower with its top in the heavens,

and let us make a name for ourselves; ➣
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otherwise we shall be scattered abroad

upon the face of the whole earth.”

5 The Lord came down to see the city and the tower,

which mortals had built.
6 And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people,

and they have all one language;

and this is only the beginning of what they will do;

nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.
7 Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there,

so that they will not understand one another’s speech.”

8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there

over the face of all the earth,

and they left off building the city.
9 Therefore it was called Babel,

because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth;

and from there the Lord scattered them abroad

over the face of all the earth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 80. 1ab-2, 3-4, 14ab+18 (R. 3)++

R. Restore our spirit, O God, and we shall be saved.

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth.

2 Stir up your might,

and come to save us! R.

3 Restore us, O God;

let your face shine, that we may be saved.

4 O Lord God of hosts,

how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? R.

14 Turn again, O God of hosts;

look down from heaven, and see.

18 Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name. R.
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THIRD READING Exodus 19.3-8a, 16-12

The Lord descended upon Mount Sinai, in the presence of all the people.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

3 Moses went up to God;

the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying,

“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob,

and tell the Israelites:
4 You have seen what I did to the Egyptians,

and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.
5 Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant,

you shall be my treasured possession out of all the peoples.

Indeed, the whole earth is mine,
6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.

These are the words that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

7 So Moses came, summoned the elders of the people,

and set before them all these words

that the Lord had commanded him.
8 The people all answered as one:

“Everything that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning,

as well as a thick cloud on the mountain,

and a blast of a trumpet so loud

that all the people who were in the camp trembled.
17 Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God.

They took their stand at the foot of the mountain.
18 Now Mount Sinai was wrapped in smoke,

because the Lord had descended upon it in fire;

the smoke went up like the smoke of a kiln,

while the whole mountain shook violently.
19 As the blast of the trumpet grew louder and louder,

Moses would speak and God would answer him in thunder.
20 When the Lord descended upon Mount Sinai,

to the top of the mountain,

the Lord summoned Moses to the top of the mountain,

and Moses went up.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 97.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 11-12 (R.1a, 4a)++

R. The Lord is king! Let the peoples tremble!

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;

let the many coastlands be glad!

2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;

righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. R.

3 Fire goes before him,

and consumes his adversaries on every side.

4 His lightnings light up the world;

the earth sees and trembles. R.

5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,

before the Lord of all the earth.

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;

and all the peoples behold his glory. R.

11 Light dawns for the righteous,

and joy for the upright in heart.

12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,

and give thanks to his holy name! R.

F O U RTH READING Proverbs 8.22-31++

I was beside him, like a master worker; rejoicing before him always.

A reading from the book of Proverbs.

22 The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,

the first of his acts of long ago.
23 Ages ago I was set up,

at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24 When there were no depths I was brought forth,

when there were no springs abounding with water.
25 Before the mountains had been shaped,

before the hills, I was brought forth—
26 when he had not yet made earth and fields,

or the world’s first bits of soil.
27 When he established the heavens, I was there,

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28 when he made firm the skies above,

when he established the fountains of the deep,
29 when he assigned to the sea its limit,

so that the waters might not transgress his command,

when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
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30 then I was beside him, like a master worker;

and I was daily his delight,

rejoicing before him always,
31 rejoicing in his inhabited world

and delighting in the human race.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 139.1-3, 4+6, 7-8, 10+17 (R. see 14)++

R. Proclaim the wonders of the Lord.

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.

2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

you discern my thoughts from far away.

3 You search out my path and my lying down,

and are acquainted with all my ways. R.

4 Even before a word is on my tongue,

O Lord, you know it completely.

6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;

it is so high that I cannot attain it. R.

7 Where can I go from your spirit?

Or where can I flee from your presence?

8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there;

if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there. R.

10 Even there your hand shall lead me,

and your right hand shall hold me fast.

17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God!

How vast is the sum of them! R.

FIFTH READING Jeremiah 31. 31-34++

I will make a new covenant, written on their hearts.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord,

when I will make a new covenant

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant

that I made with their ancestors

when I took them by the hand

to bring them out of the land of Egypt—

a covenant that they broke,

though I was their husband,

says the Lord.

33
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But this is the covenant

that I will make with the house of Israel

after those days, says the Lord:

I will put my law within them,

and I will write it on their hearts;

and I will be their God,

and they shall be my people.
34 No longer shall they teach one another,

or say to each other,

“Know the Lord,”

for they shall all know me,

from the least of them to the greatest,

says the Lord;

for I will forgive their iniquity,

and remember their sin no more.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 105.1-2, 5-6, 7+8a+9a+10b, 42+45 

(R. Jer 31.31)++

R. The Lord will make a new covenant with his people.

or: The Lord remembers his covenant forever.

1 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name,

make known his deeds among the peoples.

2 Sing to him, sing praises to him;

tell of all his wonderful works. R.

5 Remember the wonderful works he has done,

his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,

6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,

children of Jacob, his chosen ones. R.

7 He is the Lord our God;

his judgments are in all the earth.

8 He is mindful of his covenant forever,

9 the covenant that he made with Abraham,

10 to Israel as an everlasting covenant. R.

42 For he remembered his holy promise,

and Abraham, his servant.

45 that they might keep his statutes

and observe his laws. R.
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SIXTH READING Ezekiel 37.1-14

Dry bones, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

1 The hand of the Lord came upon me,

and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord

and set me down in the middle of a valley;

it was full of bones.
2 He led me all around them;

there were very many lying in the valley,

and they were very dry.
3 He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?”

I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”

4 Then he said to me,

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:

O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.
5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones:

I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
6 I will lay sinews on you,

and will cause flesh to come upon you,

and cover you with skin,

and put breath in you,

and you shall live;

and you shall know that I am the Lord.”

7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded;

and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,

and the bones came together, bone to its bone.
8 I looked, and there were sinews on them,

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them;

but there was no breath in them.

9 Then he said to me,

“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,

and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God:

Come from the four winds,

and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.”
10 I prophesied as he commanded me,

and the breath came into them,

and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. ➣
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11 Then he said to me,

“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.

They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost;

we are cut off completely.’
12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them,

Thus says the Lord God:

I am going to open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people;

and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
13 And you shall know that I am the Lord,

when I open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,

and I will place you on your own soil;

then you shall know that I, the Lord,

have spoken and will act,” says the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 90.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 14+16 (R. Ezek 37.14)++

R. Give us your spirit, O Lord, and we shall live.

1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth,

or ever you had formed the earth and the world,

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. R.

3 You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”

4 For a thousand years in your sight

are like yesterday when it is past,

or like a watch in the night. R.

5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream,

like grass that is renewed in the morning;

6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;

in the evening it fades and withers. R.

14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

16 Let your work be manifest to your servants,

and your glorious power to their children. R.
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SEVENTH READING Joel 2.28-32

I will pour out my spirit on all flesh.

A reading from the book of the prophet Joel.

Thus says the Lord:
28 I will pour out my spirit on all flesh;

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,

your elders shall dream dreams,

and your young people shall see visions.
29 Even on the male and female slaves,

in those days, I will pour out my spirit.
30 I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth,

blood and fire and columns of smoke.

31 The sun shall be turned to darkness,

and the moon to blood,

before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes.
32 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord

shall be saved;

for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem

there shall be those who escape, as the Lord has said,

and among the survivors shall be those whom the Lord calls.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1-2a, 24+25b, 27-28, 29b-30 (R.30)

R. Lord, send out your spirit,

and renew the face of the earth.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.

You are clothed with honour and majesty,

2 wrapped in light as with a garment. R.

24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all;

the earth is full of your creatures,

25 living things both small and great. R.

27 These all look to you

to give them their food in due season;

28 when you give to them, they gather it up;

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. R.
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29 When you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.

30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth. R.

E P I S T L E Romans 8. 22-27

The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

22 We know that the whole creation

has been groaning in labour pains until now;
23 and not only the creation, but we ourselves,

who have the first fruits of the Spirit,

groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,

the redemption of our bodies.

24 For in hope we were saved.

Now hope that is seen is not hope.

For who hopes for what is seen?
25 But if we hope for what we do not see,

we wait for it with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness;

for we do not know how to pray as we ought,

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.
27 And God, who searches the heart,

knows what is the mind of the Spirit,

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints

according to the will of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.
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G O S P E L John 7. 37-39

Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

37 On the last day of the festival, the great day,

while Jesus was standing there, he cried out,

“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,
38 and let the one who believes in me drink.

As the scripture has said,

‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’”

39 Now he said this about the Spirit,

which believers in him were to receive;

for as yet there was no Spirit,

because Jesus was not yet glorified.

The gospel of the Lord.
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63 PENTECOST SUNDAY
YEAR A

FIRST READING Acts 2.1-11

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 When the day of Pentecost had come,

they were all together in one place.
2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound

like the rush of a violent wind,

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,

and a tongue rested on each of them.
4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit

and began to speak in other languages,

as the Spirit gave them ability.

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven

living in Jerusalem.
6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,

because all heard them speaking in their own languages.
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked,

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
8 And how is it that we hear, each of us,

in our own language?
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia,

Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,

and visitors from Rome, both Jews and converts,
11 Cretans and Arabs—

in our own languages we hear them speaking

about God’s deeds of power.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1ab+24ac, 29b-30, 31+34 (R.30)

R. Lord send out your Spirit,

and renew the face of the earth.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.
24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

the earth is full of your creatures. R.

29 When you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth. R.

31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever;

may the Lord rejoice in his works.
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the Lord. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12.3b-7, 12-13

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

3 No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
5 and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;
6 and there are varieties of activities,

but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.
7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.

12 For just as the body is one and has many members,

and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,

so it is with Christ.
13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body

—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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S E Q U E N C E

1. Holy Spirit, Lord divine,

Come, from heights of heav’n and shine,

Come with blessed radiance bright!

2. Come, O Father of the poor,

Come, whose treasured gifts ensure,

Come, our heart’s unfailing light!

3. Of consolers, wisest, best,

And our soul’s most welcome guest,

Sweet refreshment, sweet repose.

4. In our labour rest most sweet,

Pleasant coolness in the heat,

Consolation in our woes.

5. Light most blessed, shine with grace

In our heart’s most secret place,

Fill your faithful through and through.

6. Left without your presence here,

Life itself would disappear,

Nothing thrives apart from you!

7. Cleanse our soiled hearts of sin,

Arid souls refresh within,

Wounded lives to health restore.

8. Bend the stubborn heart and will,

Melt the frozen, warm the chill,

Guide the wayward home once more!

9. On the faithful who are true

And profess their faith in you,

In your sev’nfold gift descend!

10. Give us virtue’s sure reward,

Give us your salvation, Lord,

Give us joys that never end!

Text: Veni, Sancte Spiritus, 13th century

Translation: © Peter J. Scagnelli, b. 1949

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.
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G O S P E L John 20.19-23

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

19 It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead,

the first day of the week,

and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked

for fear of the authorities.

Jesus came and stood among them and said,

“Peace be with you.”
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

21 Jesus said to them again,

“Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

The gospel of the Lord.

If it is customary or obligatory for the faithful to celebrate the eucharist on the Monday or even the
Tuesday after Pentecost, the texts of Pentecost Sunday or the texts of Ritual Mass for Confirmation,
nos. 764-768, may be used.
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44 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 4.32-35

The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

32 The whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul,

and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions,

but everything they owned was held in common.

33 With great power the apostles gave their testimony

to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus,

and great grace was upon them all.

34 There was not a needy person among them,

for as many as owned lands or houses

sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold.
35 They laid it at the apostles’ feet,

and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 118.2-4, 16-18, 22-24 (R.1)

R. Give thanks, for the Lord is good,

God’s love is everlasting.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

2 Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
3 Let the house of Aaron say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
4 Let those who fear the Lord say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.” R.

16 “The right hand of the Lord is exalted;

the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live,

and recount the deeds of the Lord.
18 The Lord has punished me severely,

but he did not give me over to death. R.
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22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvellous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 5.1-6

Whatever is born of God conquers the world.

A reading from the first letter of John.

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ

has been born of God,

and everyone who loves the parent loves the child.

2 By this we know that we love the children of God,

when we love God and obey his commandments.
3 For the love of God is this,

that we obey his commandments.

And his commandments are not burdensome,
4 for whatever is born of God conquers the world.

And this is the victory that conquers the world,

our faith.

5 Who is it that conquers the world

but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?
6 This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ,

not with the water only but with the water and the blood.

And the Spirit is the one that testifies,

for the Spirit is the truth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 20.29

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You believed in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;

happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!
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G O S P E L John 20.19-31

A week later Jesus came and stood among them.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

19 It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead,

the first day of the week,

and the doors of the house where the disciples had met

were locked for fear of the Jewish authorities.

Jesus came and stood among them and said,

“Peace be with you.”
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.

21 Jesus said to them again,

“Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas, who was called the Twin, one of the twelve,

was not with them when Jesus came.
25 So the other disciples told him,

“We have seen the Lord.”

But he said to them,

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,

and put my finger in the mark of the nails

and my hand in his side,

I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house,

and Thomas was with them.

Although the doors were shut,

Jesus came and stood among them and said,

“Peace be with you.”
27 Then he said to Thomas,

“Put your finger here and see my hands.

Reach out your hand and put it in my side.

Do not doubt but believe.”
28 Thomas answered him,

“My Lord and my God!”
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29 Jesus said to him,

“Have you believed because you have seen me?

Blessed are those who have not seen

and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,

which are not written in this book.
31 But these are written so that you may come to believe

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,

and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
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47 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 3.13-15, 17-19

You killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

At the temple gate, Peter addressed the people:
13 “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,

the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus,

whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate,

though he had decided to release him.

14 “But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One

and asked to have a murderer given to you,
15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead.

To this we are witnesses.

17 “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance,

as did also your rulers.
18 In this way God fulfilled

what he had foretold through all the prophets,

that his Messiah would suffer.

19 “Repent therefore, and turn to God

so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 4.1, 3, 6, 8 (R.6b)

R. Lord, let your face shine on us.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Answer me when I call, O God of my right!

You gave me room when I was in distress.

Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. R.

3 But know that the Lord has set apart

the faithful for himself;

the Lord hears when I call to him. R.

6 There are many who say,

“O that we might see some good!

Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!” R.
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8 I will both lie down and sleep in peace;

for you alone, O Lord,

make me lie down in safety. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 2.1-5

Jesus Christ is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,
and for the sins of the whole world.

A reading from the first letter of John.

1 My little children,

I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.

But if anyone does sin,

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;
2 and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,

and not for ours only

but also for the sins of the whole world.

3 Now by this we may be sure that we know him,

if we obey his commandments.
4 Whoever says, “I have come to know him,”

but does not obey his commandments, is a liar,

and in such a person the truth does not exist;
5 but whoever obeys his word,

truly in this person the love of God has reached perfection.

By this we may be sure that we are in him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 24.32

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us;

make our hearts burn with love when you speak.

G O S P E L Luke 24.35-48

Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer
and to rise from the dead on the third day.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

35 The two disciples told the eleven and their companions

what had happened on the road to Emmaus,

and how Jesus had been made known to them

in the breaking of the bread. ➣
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36 While they were talking about this,

Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,

“Peace be with you.”
37 They were startled and terrified,

and thought that they were seeing a ghost.
38 He said to them,

“Why are you frightened,

and why do doubts arise in your hearts?
39 Look at my hands and my feet;

see that it is I myself.

Touch me and see;

for a ghost does not have flesh and bones

as you see that I have.”

40 And when he had said this,

he showed them his hands and his feet.
41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering,

he said to them,

“Have you anything here to eat?”
42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish,
43 and he took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them,

“These are my words that I spoke to you

while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses,

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
46 and he said to them,

“Thus it is written,

that the Messiah is to suffer

and to rise from the dead on the third day,
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,

beginning from Jerusalem.
48 You are witnesses of these things.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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50 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 4.7-12

There is no other name under heaven by which we must be saved.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

While Peter and John were speaking to the people

about the resurrection of Jesus,

the captain of the temple arrested them and placed them in custody.

The next day the rulers, elders and scribes assembled.
7 When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired,

“By what power or by what name did you do this?”
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,

“Rulers of the people and elders,
9 if we are questioned today

because of a good deed done to someone who was sick

and are asked how this man has been healed,
10 let it be known to all of you,

and to all the people of Israel,

that this man is standing before you in good health

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,

whom you crucified,

whom God raised from the dead.

11 “This Jesus is ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.’
12 There is salvation in no one else,

for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals

by which we must be saved.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.



362 YEAR B 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 118.1+8-9, 21-23, 26+28-29 (R.22)

R. The stone rejected by the builders

has become the cornerstone.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his steadfast love endures forever!
8 It is better to take refuge in the Lord

than to put confidence in mortals.
9 It is better to take refuge in the Lord

than to put confidence in princes. R.

21 I thank you that you have answered me

and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvellous in our eyes. R.

26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

We bless you from the house of the Lord.
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;

you are my God, I will extol you.
29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,

for his steadfast love endures forever. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 3.1-2

We will see God as he is.

A reading from the first letter of John.

1 See what love the Father has given us,

that we should be called children of God;

and that is what we are.

The reason the world does not know us

is that it did not know him.

2 Beloved, we are God’s children now;

what we will be has not yet been revealed.

What we do know is this:

when he is revealed, we will be like him,

for we will see him as he is.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 10.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;

I know my sheep, and mine know me.

G O S P E L John 10.11-18

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to the Pharisees:

11 “I am the good shepherd.

The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd

and does not own the sheep,

sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—

and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.
13 The hired hand runs away

because a hired hand does not care for the sheep.

14 “I am the good shepherd.

I know my own and my own know me,
15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father.

And I lay down my life for the sheep.
16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold.

I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.

So there will be one flock, one shepherd.

17 “For this reason the Father loves me,

because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
18 No one takes it from me,

but I lay it down of my own accord.

I have power to lay it down,

and I have power to take it up again.

I have received this command from my Father.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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53 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 9.26-31

Barnabas described for them how on the road
Saul had seen the Lord.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

26 When Saul had come to Jerusalem,

he attempted to join the disciples;

and they were all afraid of him,

for they did not believe that he was a disciple.
27 But Barnabas took him,

brought him to the apostles,

and described for them how on the road he had seen the Lord,

who had spoken to him,

and how in Damascus Saul had spoken boldly in the name of Jesus.

28 So Saul went in and out among them in Jerusalem,

speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.
29 He spoke and argued with the Hellenists;

but they were attempting to kill him.
30 When the believers learned of it,

they brought Saul down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus.

31 Meanwhile the church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria

had peace and was built up.

Living in the fear of the Lord

and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit,

it increased in numbers.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 22.25b-26, 27+29, 30-31 (R.25a)

R. I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

25 My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied;

those who seek him shall praise the Lord.

May your hearts live forever. R.
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27 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;

and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.
29 To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down;

before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. R.

30 I shall live for him and posterity will serve him.

Future generations will be told about the Lord,
31 and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn,

saying that he has done it. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 3.18-24

This is his commandment: we should believe in Jesus
and love one another.

A reading from the first letter of John.

18 Little children, let us love,

not in word or speech, but in truth and action.
19 And by this we will know that we are from the truth

and will reassure our hearts before him
20 whenever our hearts condemn us;

for God is greater than our hearts,

and God knows everything.

21 Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us,

we have boldness before God;
22 and we receive from him whatever we ask,

because we obey his commandments and do what pleases God.

23 And this is God’s commandment,

that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ

and love one another, just as he has commanded us.
24 All who obey his commandments abide in him,

and he abides in them.

And by this we know that he abides in us,

by the Spirit that he has given us.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 15.4, 5

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;

my branches bear much fruit.



366 YEAR B 

G O S P E L John 15.1-8

Those who abide in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples:
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
2 He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit.

Every branch that bears fruit

he prunes to make it bear more fruit.
3 You have already been cleansed

by the word that I have spoken to you.

4 “Abide in me as I abide in you.

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself

unless it abides in the vine,

neither can you unless you abide in me.
5 I am the vine, you are the branches.

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,

because apart from me you can do nothing.

6 “Whoever does not abide in me

is thrown away like a branch and withers;

such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.

7 “If you abide in me, and my words abide in you,

ask for whatever you wish,

and it will be done for you.
8 My Father is glorified by this,

that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The gospel of the Lord.



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 367

56 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

When the Ascension is celebrated on the following Sunday, the second reading and the gospel given
for the Seventh Sunday of Easter (see no. 60) may be used on the Sixth Sunday of Easter.

FIRST READING Acts 10.25-26, 34-35, 44-48

The gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

25 On Peter’s arrival at Caesarea,

Cornelius, a centurion of the Roman cohort, met him,

and falling at his feet, worshipped him.
26 But Peter made him get up, saying,

“Stand up; I am only a mortal.”

34 Then Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius,

“I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him

and does what is right is acceptable to him.

44 While Peter was still speaking,

the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded

that the gift of the Holy Spirit

had been poured out even on the Gentiles,
46 for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God.

Then Peter said,
47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people

who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”
48 So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

Then they invited him to stay for several days.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 (R.2b)

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvellous things.

His right hand and his holy arm

have brought him victory. R.

2 The Lord has made known his victory;

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love

and faithfulness to the house of Israel. R.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 4.7-10

Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.

A reading from the first letter of John.

7 Beloved, let us love one another,

because love is from God;

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
8 Whoever does not love does not know God,

for God is love.

9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way:

God sent his only Son into the world

so that we might live through him.
10 In this is love,

not that we loved God but that he loved us

and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them, and we will come to them.
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G O S P E L John 15.9-17

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples:
9 “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you;

abide in my love.
10 If you keep my commandments,

you will abide in my love,

just as I have kept my Father’s commandments

and abide in his love.

11 “I have said these things to you

so that my joy may be in you,

and that your joy may be complete.
12 This is my commandment,

that you love one another as I have loved you.
13 No one has greater love than this,

to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

14 “You are my friends if you do what I command you.
15 I do not call you servants any longer,

because the servant does not know what the master is doing;

but I have called you friends,

because I have made known to you everything

that I have heard from my Father.

16 “You did not choose me but I chose you.

And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,

so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name.
17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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58 ASCENSION OF THE LORD
YEAR B

FIRST READING Acts 1.1-11

As the disciples were watching, Jesus was lifted up.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 In the first book, Theophilus,

I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven,

after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit

to the apostles whom he had chosen.
3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them

by many convincing proofs,

appearing to them during forty days

and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,

but to wait there for the promise of the Father.

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me;
5 for John baptized with water,

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit

not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him,

“Lord, is this the time

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods

that the Father has set by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 When he had said this, as they were watching,

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.
11 They said, “Men of Galilee,

why do you stand looking up toward heaven?

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 47.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.5a)

R. God mounts the throne to shouts of joy:

a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples;

shout to God with loud songs of joy.
2 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,

a great king over all the earth. R.

5 God has gone up with a shout,

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our King, sing praises. R.

7 For God is the king of all the earth;

sing praises with a psalm.
8 God is king over the nations;

God sits on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING (longer) Ephesians 4.1-13

We build up the body of Christ, until we come to the measure
of the full stature of Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

1 I, the prisoner in the Lord,

beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling

to which you have been called,
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,

bearing with one another in love,
3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit

in the bond of peace.

4 There is one body and one Spirit,

just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all,

who is above all and through all and in all.
7 But each of us was given grace

according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

8 Therefore it is said,

“When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive;

he gave gifts to his people.”

9 When it says, “He ascended,”

what does it mean but that he had also descended

into the lower parts of the earth? ➣
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10 He who descended is the same one who ascended

far above all the heavens,

so that he might fill all things.

11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles,

some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry,

for building up the body of Christ,
13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith

and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

SECOND READING (shorter) Ephesians 4.1-7, 11-13

We build up the body of Christ, until we come to the measure
of the full stature of Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

1 I, the prisoner in the Lord,

beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling

to which you have been called,
2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,

bearing with one another in love,
3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit

in the bond of peace.

4 There is one body and one Spirit,

just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all,

who is above all and through all and in all.
7 But each of us was given grace

according to the measure of Christ’s gift.

11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles,

some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers,
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry,

for building up the body of Christ,
13 until all of us come to the unity of the faith

and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 28.19, 20

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Go and teach all people my gospel.

I am with you always, until the end of the world.

G O S P E L Mark 16.15-20

The Lord Jesus  was taken up into heaven
and sat down at the right hand of God.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

15 Jesus appeared to the eleven, and he said to them,

“Go into all the world

and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.
16 The one who believes and is baptized will be saved;

but the one who does not believe will be condemned.
17 And these signs will accompany those who believe:

by using my name they will cast out demons;

they will speak in new tongues;
18 they will pick up snakes in their hands,

and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt them;

they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.”

19 So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them,

was taken up into heaven and sat down at the right hand of God.
20 And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere,

while the Lord worked with them

and confirmed the message by the signs that accompanied it.

The gospel of the Lord.
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60 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Where the Ascension is celebrated on Sunday, the readings of the Ascension replace the readings of
this Sunday.

FIRST READING Acts 1.15-17, 20ac-26

One who accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus was with us
must become a witness with us to his resurrection.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers;

together the crowd numbered about one hundred twenty persons.

He said,
16 “Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled,

which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas,

who became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—
17 for he was numbered among us

and was allotted his share in this ministry.
20 For it is written in the book of Psalms,

‘Let another take his position of overseer.’

21 “So one of the men who accompanied us

during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,
22 beginning from the baptism of John

until the day when he was taken up from us—

one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.”

23 So they proposed two,

Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias.
24 Then they prayed and said,

“Lord, you know everyone’s heart.

Show us which one of these two you have chosen
25 to take the place in this ministry and apostleship

from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”
26 And they cast lots for them,

and the lot fell on Matthias;

and he was added to the eleven apostles.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 11-12, 19-20 (R.19a)

R. The Lord has set his throne in heaven.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
12 as far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us. R.

19 The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,

and his kingdom rules over all.
20 Bless the Lord, O you his angels,

you mighty ones who do his bidding, obedient to his spoken word. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 4.11-16

Those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.

A reading from the first letter of John.

11 Beloved, since God loved us so much,

we also ought to love one another.

12 No one has ever seen God;

if we love one another, God lives in us,

and his love is perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,

because he has given us of his Spirit.
14 And we have seen and do testify

that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world.

15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God,

and they abide in God.
16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.

God is love,

and those who abide in love abide in God,

and God abides in them.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord says: I will not leave you orphans,

I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice.

G O S P E L John 17.11b-19

May they be one, as we are one.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed:
11 “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me,

so that they may be one, as we are one.
12 While I was with them,

I protected them in your name that you have given me.

I guarded them, and not one of them was lost

except the one destined to be lost,

so that the scripture might be fulfilled.

13 “But now I am coming to you,

and I speak these things in the world

so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.
14 I have given them your word,

and the world has hated them

because they do not belong to the world,

just as I do not belong to the world.
15 I am not asking you to take them out of the world,

but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.

16 “They do not belong to the world,

just as I do not belong to the world.
17 Sanctify them in the truth;

your word is truth.
18 As you have sent me into the world,

so I have sent them into the world.
19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself,

so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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62 VIGIL OF PENTECOST
See page 330

At the first Mass of Pentecost Sunday (the Saturday evening Mass), the readings from Pentecost Day,
no. 63, below, are used.

63 PENTECOST SUNDAY
YEAR B

FIRST READING Acts 2.1-11

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 When the day of Pentecost had come,

they were all together in one place.
2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound

like the rush of a violent wind,

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,

and a tongue rested on each of them.
4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit

and began to speak in other languages,

as the Spirit gave them ability.

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven

living in Jerusalem.
6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,

because all heard them speaking in their own languages.
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked,

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
8 And how is it that we hear, each of us,

in our own language?
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia,

Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,

and visitors from Rome, both Jews and converts, ➣
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11 Cretans and Arabs—

in our own languages we hear them speaking

about God’s deeds of power.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1ab+24ac, 29b-30, 31+34 (R.30)

R. Lord send out your Spirit,

and renew the face of the earth.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.
24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

the earth is full of your creatures. R.

29 When you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth. R.

31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever;

may the Lord rejoice in his works.
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the Lord. R.

SECOND READING Galatians 5.16-25

Works of the Spirit.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

Brothers and sisters:
16 Live by the Spirit,

and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.
17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit,

and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh;

for these are opposed to each other,

to prevent you from doing what you want.

18 But if you are led by the Spirit,

you are not subject to the law.
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious:

fornication, impurity, licentiousness,
20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife,

jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
21 factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing,

and things like these.
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I am warning you, as I warned you before:

those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
23 gentleness, and self-control.

There is no law against such things.
24 And those who belong to Christ Jesus

have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
25 If we live by the Spirit,

let us also be guided by the Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

S E Q U E N C E

1. Holy Spirit, Lord divine,

Come, from heights of heav’n and shine,

Come with blessed radiance bright!

2. Come, O Father of the poor,

Come, whose treasured gifts ensure,

Come, our heart’s unfailing light!

3. Of consolers, wisest, best,

And our soul’s most welcome guest,

Sweet refreshment, sweet repose.

4. In our labour rest most sweet,

Pleasant coolness in the heat,

Consolation in our woes.

5. Light most blessed, shine with grace

In our heart’s most secret place,

Fill your faithful through and through.

6. Left without your presence here,

Life itself would disappear,

Nothing thrives apart from you!

7. Cleanse our soiled hearts of sin,

Arid souls refresh within,

Wounded lives to health restore.

8. Bend the stubborn heart and will,

Melt the frozen, warm the chill,

Guide the wayward home once more!

9. On the faithful who are true

And profess their faith in you,

In your sev’nfold gift descend!



380 YEAR B 

10. Give us virtue’s sure reward,

Give us your salvation, Lord,

Give us joys that never end!

Text: Veni, Sancte Spiritus,

Translation: © Peter J. Scagnelli, b. 1949

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

G O S P E L John 15.26-27; 16.12-15

The Spirit of truth will guide you into all the truth.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus spoke to the disciples:

26 “When the Advocate comes,

whom I will send to you from the Father,

the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father,

he will testify on my behalf.
27 You also are to testify

because you have been with me from the beginning.

12 “I still have many things to say to you,

but you cannot bear them now.
13 When the Spirit of truth comes,

he will guide you into all the truth;

for he will not speak on his own,

but will speak whatever he hears,

and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
14 He will glorify me,

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.

15 “All that the Father has is mine.

For this reason I said that he will take what is mine

and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.

If it is customary or obligatory for the faithful to celebrate the eucharist on the Monday or even the
Tuesday after Pentecost, the texts of Pentecost Sunday or the texts of Ritual Mass for Confirmation,
nos. 764-768, may be used.
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45 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 5.12-16

More than ever believers were added to the Lord,
great numbers of both men and women.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

12 Many signs and wonders were done among the people

through the apostles.

And the believers were all together in Solomon’s Portico.
13 None of the rest dared to join them,

but the people held them in high esteem.

14 Yet more than ever believers were added to the Lord,

great numbers of both men and women,
15 so that they even carried out the sick into the streets,

and laid them on cots and mats,

in order that Peter’s shadow might fall on some of them

as he came by.
16 A great number of people would also gather

from the towns around Jerusalem,

bringing the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits,

and they were all cured.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 118.2-4, 22-24, 25-27a (R.1)

R. Give thanks, for the Lord is good,

God’s love is everlasting.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

2 Let Israel say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
3 Let the house of Aaron say,

“His steadfast love endures forever.”
4 Let those who fear the Lord say,

“His steadfast love endures forever. R.
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22 The stone that the builders rejected

has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;

it is marvellous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it. R.

25 Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!

O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

We bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God,

and he has given us light. R.

SECOND READING Revelation 1.9-11a, 12-13, 17-19

I was dead, and see, I am alive forever and ever.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

9 I,  John, your brother

who share with you in Jesus

the persecution and the kingdom and the patient endurance,

was on the island called Patmos

because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.
10 I was in the spirit on the Lord’s day,

and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet
11 saying, “Write in a book what you see

and send it to the seven churches.”

12 Then I turned to see whose voice it was that spoke to me,

and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands,
13 and in the midst of the lampstands

I saw one like the Son of Man,

clothed with a long robe

and with a golden sash across his chest.

17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.

But he placed his right hand on me, saying,

“Do not be afraid;

I am the first and the last,
18 and the living one.

I was dead, but see, I am alive forever and ever;

and I have the keys of Death and of Hades.
19 Now write what you have seen,

what is, and what is to take place after this.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 20.29

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You believed in me, Thomas, because you have seen me;

happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!

G O S P E L John 20.19-31

A week later Jesus came and stood among them.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

19 It was evening on the day Jesus rose from the dead,

the first day of the week,

and the doors of the house

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the authorities.

Jesus came and stood among them and said,

“Peace be with you.”
20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.

Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
21 Jesus said to them again,

“Peace be with you.

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”

22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit.
23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them;

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas, who was called the Twin, one of the twelve,

was not with them when Jesus came.
25 So the other disciples told him,

“We have seen the Lord.”

But he said to them,

“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands,

and put my finger in the mark of the nails

and my hand in his side,

I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house,

and Thomas was with them.

Although the doors were shut,

Jesus came and stood among them and said,

“Peace be with you.”
27 Then he said to Thomas,

“Put your finger here and see my hands.

Reach out your hand and put it in my side.
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Do not doubt but believe.”
28 Thomas answered him,

“My Lord and my God!”

29 Jesus said to him,

“Have you believed because you have seen me?

Blessed are those who have not seen

and yet have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,

which are not written in this book.
31 But these are written so that you may come to believe

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,

and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
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48 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 5.27-32, 40b-41

We are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

The captain went with the temple police

and brought the apostles, who were teaching in the temple,
27 and had them stand before the council.
28 The high priest questioned the apostles, saying,

“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,

yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching

and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.”

29 But Peter and the apostles answered,

“We must obey God rather than any human authority.
30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus,

whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.
31 God exalted him at his right hand

as Leader and Saviour

that he might give repentance to Israel

and forgiveness of sins.
32 And we are witnesses to these things,

and so is the Holy Spirit

whom God has given to those who obey him.”

40 Then the council ordered the apostles not to speak in the name of Jesus,

and let them go.
41 As they left the council,

they rejoiced that they were considered worthy

to suffer dishonour for the sake of the name.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 30.1+3, 4-5, 10+11a+12b (R.1a)

R. I will praise you, Lord,

for you have rescued me.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up,

and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,

restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. R.

4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones,

and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment;

his favour is for a lifetime.

Weeping may linger for the night,

but joy comes with the morning. R.

10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me!

O Lord, be my helper!
11 You have turned my mourning into dancing.
12 O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. R.

SECOND READING Revelation 5.11-14

Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power
and wealth and wisdom and might.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

11 I,  John, looked,

and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne

and the living creatures and the elders;

they numbered myriads of myriads

and thousands of thousands,
12 singing with full voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered

to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might

and honour and glory and blessing!”

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth

and under the earth and in the sea,

and all that is in them, singing,

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb

be blessing and honour and glory and might

forever and ever!”
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!”

And the elders fell down and worshipped.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation;

he has shown pity on all people.

G O S P E L John 21.1-19

Jesus took the bread and gave it to them,
and did the same with the fish.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 Jesus showed himself again to the disciples

by the Sea of Tiberias;

and he showed himself in this way.
2 Gathered there together were Simon Peter,

Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee,

the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples.
3 Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.”

They said to him, “We will go with you.”

They went out and got into the boat,

but that night they caught nothing.

4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach;

but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.
5 Jesus said to them,

“Children, you have no fish, have you?”

They answered him, “No.”
6 He said to them,

“Cast the net to the right side of the boat,

and you will find some.”

So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in

because there were so many fish.

7 That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter,

“It is the Lord!”

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord,

he put on some clothes, for he was naked,

and jumped into the sea.
8 But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish,

for they were not far from the land,

only about ninety metres off.

9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there,

with fish on it, and bread.
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10 Jesus said to them,

“Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.”
11 So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore,

full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them;

and though there were so many, the net was not torn.
12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.”

Now none of the disciples dared to ask him,

“Who are you?”

because they knew it was the Lord.
13 Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them,

and did the same with the fish.
14 This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples

after he was raised from the dead.

15 When they had finished breakfast,

Jesus said to Simon Peter,

“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”

He said to him,

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said to him,

“Feed my lambs.”

16 A second time he said to him,

“Simon son of John, do you love me?”

He said to him,

“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”

17 He said to him the third time,

“Simon son of John, do you love me?”

Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time,

“Do you love me?”

And he said to him,

“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said to him,

“Feed my sheep.

18 “Very truly, I tell you,

when you were younger,

you used to fasten your own belt

and go wherever you wished.

But when you grow old,

you will stretch out your hands,

and someone else will fasten a belt around you

and take you where you do not wish to go.” ➣
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19 He said this to indicate the kind of death

by which he would glorify God.

After this he said to him,

“Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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51 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 13.14, 43-52

I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

14 Paul and Barnabas went on from Perga

and came to Antioch in Pisidia.

On the sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down.

43 When the meeting of the synagogue broke up,

many Jews and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and Barnabas,

who spoke to them and urged them

to continue in the grace of God.

44 The next sabbath almost the whole city gathered

to hear the word of the Lord.
45 But when the Jewish officials saw the crowds,

they were filled with jealousy;

and blaspheming, they contradicted what was spoken by Paul.

46 Then both Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying,

“It was necessary that the word of God should be spoken first to you.

Since you reject it

and judge yourselves to be unworthy of eternal life,

we are now turning to the Gentiles.
47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying,

‘I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles,

so that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’”
48 When the Gentiles heard this,

they were glad and praised the word of the Lord;

and as many as had been destined for eternal life became believers.

49 Thus the word of the Lord spread throughout the region.
50 But the officials incited the devout women of high standing

and the leading men of the city,

and stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas,

and drove them out of their region.
51 So they shook the dust off their feet in protest against them,

and went to Iconium.
52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.



392 YEAR C 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 100.1-2, 3, 5 (R.3c)

R. We are God’s people, the sheep of his flock.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Worship the Lord with gladness;

come into his presence with singing. R.

3 Know that the Lord is God.

It is he that made us, and we are his;

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. R.

5 For the Lord is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,

and his faithfulness to all generations. R.

SECOND READING Revelation 7.9, 14b-17

The Lamb will be their shepherd,
and he will guide them to springs of the water of life.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

9 After this I,  John,  looked,

and there was a great multitude that no one could count,

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages,

standing before the throne and before the Lamb,

robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.

14 And one of the elders then said to me,

“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal;

they have washed their robes

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

15 For this reason they are before the throne of God,

and worship him day and night within his temple,

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them.
16 “They will hunger no more, and thirst no more;

the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat;
17 for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd,

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life,

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 10.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;

I know my sheep, and mine know me.

G O S P E L John 10.27-30

I give my sheep eternal life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said:
27 “My sheep hear my voice.

I know them, and they follow me.
28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish.

No one will snatch them out of my hand.
29 What my Father has given me is greater than all else,

and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand.
30 The Father and I are one.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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54 FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

FIRST READING Acts 14.21b-27

They called the church together and related all that God had done with them.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

21 Paul and Barnabas returned to Lystra,

then on to Iconium and Antioch.
22 There they strengthened the souls of the disciples

and encouraged them to continue in the faith, saying,

“It is through many persecutions

that we must enter the kingdom of God.”
23 And after they had appointed elders for them in each church,

with prayer and fasting they entrusted them to the Lord

in whom they had come to believe.

24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia.
25 When they had spoken the word in Perga,

they went down to Attalia.
26 From there they sailed back to Antioch,

where they had been commended to the grace of God

for the work that they had completed.

27 When they arrived, they called the church together

and related all that God had done with them,

and how he had opened a door of faith for the Gentiles.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.8-9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.1)

R. I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made. R.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and tell of your power. R.
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12 To make known to all people your mighty deeds,

and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations. R.

SECOND READING Revelation 21.1-5a

God will wipe every tear from their eyes.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

1 Then I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth;

for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,

and the sea was no more.

2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,

coming down out of heaven from God,

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them as their God;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”
5 And the one who was seated on the throne said,

“See, I am making all things new.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 13.34

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I give you a new commandment:

love one another as I have loved you.
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G O S P E L John 13.1,31-33a, 34-35++

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 Before the festival of the Passover,

Jesus knew that his hour had come

to depart from this world and go to the Father.

Having loved his own who were in the world,

he loved them to the end.

31 During the supper, when Judas had gone out, Jesus said,

“Now the Son of Man has been glorified,

and God has been glorified in him.
32 If God has been glorified in him,

God will also glorify him in himself

and will glorify him at once.

33 “Little children, I am with you only a little longer.
34 I give you a new commandment,

that you love one another.

Just as I have loved you,

you also should love one another.
35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,

if you have love for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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57 SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

When the Ascension is celebrated on the following Sunday, the second reading and the gospel given
for the Seventh Sunday of Easter (see no. 61) may be used on the Sixth Sunday of Easter.

FIRST READING Acts 15.1-2, 22-29

It has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose on you
no further burden than what is essential.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 Certain individuals came down from Judea

and were teaching the brothers,

“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses,

you cannot be saved.”
2 And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension

and debate with them,

Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed

to go up to Jerusalem to discuss this question

with the apostles and the elders.

22 Then the apostles and the elders,

with the consent of the whole church,

decided to choose men from among their members

and to send them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas.

They sent Judas called Barsabbas, and Silas, leaders among the brothers,
23 with the following letter:

“The brothers, both the apostles and the elders,

to the believers of Gentile origin

in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, greetings.
24 Since we have heard that certain persons who have gone out from us,

though with no instructions from us,

have said things to disturb you and have unsettled your minds,
25 we have decided unanimously to choose representatives

and send them to you,

along with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
26 who have risked their lives

for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas,

who themselves will tell you the same things by word of mouth.
28 “For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us

to impose on you no further burden than these essentials: ➣
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29 that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols,

and from blood and from what is strangled,

and from fornication.

If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.

Farewell.”

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 67.1-2, 4-5, 6-7 (R.1a)

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to shine upon us,
2 that your way may be known upon earth,

your saving power among all nations. R.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you. R.

6 The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.
7 May God continue to bless us;

let all the ends of the earth revere him. R.

SECOND READING Revelation 21.10-14, 22-23

The angel showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down
out of heaven from God.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

10 In the spirit the angel carried me away to a great, high mountain

and showed me the holy city Jerusalem

coming down out of heaven from God.
11 It has the glory of God and a radiance like a very rare jewel,

like jasper, clear as crystal.

12 It has a great, high wall with twelve gates,

and at the gates twelve angels,

and on the gates are inscribed the names

of the twelve tribes of the Israelites;
13 on the east there were three gates,

on the north three gates,

on the south three gates,

and on the west three gates.



SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 399

14 And the wall of the city has twelve foundations,

and on them are the twelve names

of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

22 I saw no temple in the city,

for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb.
23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it,

for the glory of God is its light,

and its lamp is the Lamb.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them, and we will come to them.

G O S P E L John 14.23-29

The Holy Spirit will teach you everything, and remind you
of all that I have said to you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples:
23 “Those who love me will keep my word,

and my Father will love them,

and we will come to them and make our home with them.
24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words;

and the word that you hear is not mine,

but is from the Father who sent me.

25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you.
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,

whom the Father will send in my name,

will teach you everything,

and remind you of all that I have said to you.

27 “Peace I leave with you;

my peace I give to you.

I do not give to you as the world gives.

Do not let your hearts be troubled,

and do not let them be afraid. ➣
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28 “You heard me say to you,

‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’

If you loved me,

you would rejoice that I am going to the Father,

because the Father is greater than I.
29 And now I have told you this before it occurs,

so that when it does occur, you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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58 ASCENSION OF THE LORD
YEAR C

FIRST READING Acts 1.1-11

As the disciples were watching, Jesus was lifted up.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 In the first book, Theophilus,

I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning
2 until the day when he was taken up to heaven,

after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit

to the apostles whom he had chosen.
3 After his suffering he presented himself alive to them

by many convincing proofs,

appearing to them during forty days

and speaking about the kingdom of God.

4 While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,

but to wait there for the promise of the Father.

“This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me;
5 for John baptized with water,

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit

not many days from now.”

6 So when they had come together, they asked him,

“Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?”
7 He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods

that the Father has set by his own authority.
8 But you will receive power

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

9 When he had said this, as they were watching,

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven,

suddenly two men in white robes stood by them.
11 They said, “Men of Galilee,

why do you stand looking up toward heaven?

This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 47.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.5a)

R. God mounts the throne to shouts of joy:

a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Clap your hands, all you peoples;

shout to God with loud songs of joy.
2 For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,

a great king over all the earth. R.

5 God has gone up with a shout,

the Lord with the sound of a trumpet.
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises;

sing praises to our King, sing praises. R.

7 For God is the king of all the earth;

sing praises with a psalm.
8 God is king over the nations;

God sits on his holy throne. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 9.24-28; 10.19-23

Christ entered into heaven itself.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands,

a mere copy of the true one,

but he entered into heaven itself,

to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.
25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again,

as the high priest enters the Holy Place

year after year with blood that is not his own;
26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again

since the foundation of the world.

But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age

to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.

27 Just as it is appointed for mortals to die once,

and after that comes the judgment,
28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,

will appear a second time,

not to deal with sin,

but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

19 Therefore, my friends,
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since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary

by the blood of Jesus,
20 by the new and living way that he opened for us

through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith,

with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience

and our bodies washed with pure water.
23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering,

for he who has promised is faithful.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 28.19, 20

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Go and teach all people my gospel;

I am with you always, until the end of the world.

G O S P E L Luke 24.46-53

Jesus withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

44 Jesus said to the disciples,

“These are my words that I spoke to you

while I was still with you—

that everything written about me in the law of Moses,

the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”

45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,
46 and he said to them,

“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer

and to rise from the dead on the third day,
47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed

in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
48 You are witnesses of these things.

49 “And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised;

so stay here in the city

until you have been clothed with power from on high.” ➣
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50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany,

and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.
51 While he was blessing them,

he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.
52 And they worshipped him,

and returned to Jerusalem with great joy;
53 and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

The gospel of the Lord.
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61 SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Where the Ascension is celebrated on a Sunday, the readings of the Ascension replace the readings of
this Sunday.

FIRST READING Acts 7.55-60

I see the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

Standing before the high priest and the council,
55 Stephen, filled with the Holy Spirit,

gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God

and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
56 “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened

and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

57 But they covered their ears,

and with a loud shout all rushed together against him.
58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him;

and the witnesses laid their coats

at the feet of a young man named Saul.

59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed,

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice,

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.”

When he had said this, he died.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 97.1-2, 6-7ac, 9+12 (R.1a, 9a)

R. The Lord is king, the most high over all the earth.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;

let the many coastlands be glad!
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;

righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. R.

6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;

and all the peoples behold his glory.
7 All worshippers of images are put to shame;

all gods bow down before him. R.
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9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;

you are exalted far above all gods.
12 Light dawns for the righteous,

and joy for the upright in heart. R.

SECOND READING Revelation 22.12-14, 16-17, 20

Come, Lord Jesus!

A reading from the Book of Revelation.

I,  John, heard a voice saying to me:
12 “See, I am coming soon;

my reward is with me,

to repay according to everyone’s work.
13 I am the Alpha and the Omega,

the first and the last,

the beginning and the end.”

14 Blessed are those who wash their robes,

so that they will have the right to the tree of life

and may enter the city by the gates.

16 “It is I,  Jesus, who sent my angel to you

with this testimony for the churches.

I am the root and the descendant of David,

the bright morning star.”

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”

And let everyone who hears say, “Come.”

And let everyone who is thirsty come.

Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
20 The one who testifies to these things says,

“Surely I am coming soon.”

Amen. Come, Lord  Jesus!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord says: I will not leave you orphans.

I will come back to you, and your hearts will rejoice.
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G O S P E L John 17.20-26

Father, may they all be one.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed:

“Holy Father,
20 I ask not only on behalf of these,

but also on behalf of those

who will believe in me through their word,
21 that they may all be one.

As you, Father, are in me and I am in you,

may they also be in us,

so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
22 The glory that you have given me I have given them,

so that they may be one, as we are one,
23 I in them and you in me,

that they may become completely one,

so that the world may know that you have sent me

and have loved them even as you have loved me.

24 “Father,

I desire that those also, whom you have given me,

may be with me where I am,

to see my glory, which you have given me

because you loved me before the foundation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father,

the world does not know you, but I know you;

and these know that you have sent me.
26 I made your name known to them,

and I will make it known,

so that the love with which you have loved me

may be in them, and I in them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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62 VIGIL OF PENTECOST
See page 330

At the first Mass of Pentecost Sunday (the Saturday evening Mass), the readings from Pentecost Day,
no. 63, below, are used. 

63 PENTECOST SUNDAY
YEAR C

FIRST READING Acts 2.1-11

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 When the day of Pentecost had come,

they were all together in one place.
2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound

like the rush of a violent wind,

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,

and a tongue rested on each of them.
4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit

and began to speak in other languages,

as the Spirit gave them ability.

5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven

living in Jerusalem.
6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,

because all heard them speaking in their own languages.
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked,

“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
8 And how is it that we hear, each of us,

in our own language?
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,

Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia,

Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,

and visitors from Rome, both Jews and converts,

11 Cretans and Arabs—

in our own languages we hear them speaking

about God’s deeds of power.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.



PENTECOST SUNDAY 409

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 104.1ab+24ac, 29b-30, 31+34 (R.30)

R. Lord send out your Spirit,

and renew the face of the earth.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great.
24 O Lord, how manifold are your works!

the earth is full of your creatures. R.

29 When you take away their breath, they die

and return to their dust.
30 When you send forth your spirit, they are created;

and you renew the face of the earth. R.

31 May the glory of the Lord endure forever;

may the Lord rejoice in his works.
34 May my meditation be pleasing to him,

for I rejoice in the Lord. R.

SECOND READING Romans 8.8-17

For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
9 But you are not in the flesh;

you are in the Spirit,

since the Spirit of God dwells in you.

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ

does not belong to him.

10 But if Christ is in you,

though the body is dead because of sin,

the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
11 If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

he who raised Christ from the dead

will give life to your mortal bodies also

through his Spirit that dwells in you.

12 So then, brothers and sisters,

we are debtors, not to the flesh,

to live according to the flesh—
13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die;

but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,

you will live. ➣
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14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery

to fall back into fear,

but you have received a spirit of adoption.

When we cry, “Abba! Father!”
16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness

with our spirit that we are children of God,
17 and if children, then heirs,

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—

if, in fact, we suffer with him

so that we may also be glorified with him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

S E Q U E N C E

1 Holy Spirit, Lord divine,

Come, from heights of heav’n and shine,

Come with blessed radiance bright!

2. Come, O Father of the poor,

Come, whose treasured gifts ensure,

Come, our heart’s unfailing light!

3. Of consolers, wisest, best,

And our soul’s most welcome guest,

Sweet refreshment, sweet repose.

4. In our labour rest most sweet,

Pleasant coolness in the heat,

Consolation in our woes.

5. Light most blessed, shine with grace

In our heart’s most secret place,

Fill your faithful through and through.

6. Left without your presence here,

Life itself would disappear,

Nothing thrives apart from you!

7. Cleanse our soiled hearts of sin,

Arid souls refresh within,

Wounded lives to health restore.

8. Bend the stubborn heart and will,

Melt the frozen, warm the chill,

Guide the wayward home once more!
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9. On the faithful who are true

And profess their faith in you,

In your sev’nfold gift descend!

10. Give us virtue’s sure reward,

Give us your salvation, Lord,

Give us joys that never end!

Text: Veni, Sancte Spiritus, 13th Century

Translation: © Peter J. Scagnelli, b. 1949

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful

and kindle in them the fire of your love.

G O S P E L John 14.15-16, 23b-26

The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus spoke to the disciples:
15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
16 And I will ask the Father,

and he will give you another Advocate,

to be with you forever.

23 “Those who love me will keep my word,

and my Father will love them,

and we will come to them and make our home with them.
24 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words;

and the word that you hear is not mine,

but is from the Father who sent me.

25 “I have said these things to you while I am still with you.
26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,

whom the Father will send in my name,

will teach you everything,

and remind you of all that I have said to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.

If it is customary or obligatory for the faithful to celebrate the eucharist on the Monday or even the
Tuesday after Pentecost, the texts of Pentecost Sunday or the texts of Ritual Mass for Confirmation,
nos. 764-768, may be used.
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A B C

Holy Trinity Ex 34.4b-6,8-9 Dt 4.32-34,39-40 Pr 8.22-31

Ps Dn 3 Ps 33 Ps 8

2 Co 13.11-13 Rm 8.14-17 Rm 5.1-5

Jn 3.16-18 Mt 28.16-20 Jn 16.12-15

Body and Blood Dt 8.2-3,14b-16 Ex 24.3-8 Gn 14.18-20

of Christ Ps 147 Ps 115 (116) Ps 110

(Corpus Christi) 1 Co 10.16-17 He 9.11-15 1 Co 11.23-26

Sequence «Lauda Zion»optional

Jn 6.51-59 Mk 14.12-16,22-26 Lk 9.11b-17

Sacred Heart Dt 7.6-11 Ho 11.1-4,8ac-9 Ez 34.11-16

Ps 103 Ps Isa 12 Ps 23

1 Jn 4.7-16 Ep 3.8-12,14-19 Rm 5.5b-11

Mt 11.25-30 Jn 19.31-37 Lk 15.3-7

Table 6: SOLEMNITIES IN ORDINARY TIME
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YEAR A
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164 TRINITY SUNDAY

FIRST READING Exodus 34.4b-6, 8-9

The Lord, a God merciful and gracious

A reading from the book of Exodus.

4 Moses rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai,

as the Lord had commanded him,

and took in his hand the two tablets of stone.
5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood with him there,

and proclaimed the name, “The Lord.”

6 The Lord passed before Moses, and proclaimed,

“The Lord, the Lord,

a God merciful and gracious,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”

8 And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth, and worshipped.
9 He said, “If now I have found favour in your sight, O Lord,

I pray, let the Lord go with us.

Although this is a stiff-necked people,

pardon our iniquity and our sin,

and take us for your inheritance.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Daniel 3.52, 53, 54, 55, 56 (R.52)

R. Glory and praise for ever!

52 Blessed are you, O Lord, God of our ancestors

and blessed is your glorious and holy name. R.

53 Blessed are you in the temple of your holy glory,

and to be extolled and highly glorified forever. R.

54 Blessed are you on the throne of your kingdom,

and to be extolled and highly exalted forever. R.

55 Blessed are you who look into the depths

from your throne on the cherubim. R.

56 Blessed are you in the firmament of heaven,

to be sung and glorified forever. R.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 13.11-13

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all of you.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

11 Brothers and sisters,

put things in order, listen to my appeal,

agree with one another,

live in peace;

and the God of love and peace will be with you.
12 Greet one another with a holy kiss.

All the saints greet you.

13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with all of you.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Revelation 1.8

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:

to God who is, who was, and who is to come.

G O S P E L John 3.16-18

God sent his Son in order that the world might be saved through him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to Nicodemus:

16 “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish

but may have eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world,

but in order that the world might be saved through him.
18 Those who believe in him are not condemned;

but those who do not believe are condemned already,

because they have not believed

in the name of the only Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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167 THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 8.2-3, 14-16

God fed you in the wilderness with manna
that your ancestors did not know.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

Moses spoke to the people:
2 “Remember the long way that the Lord your God has led you

these forty years in the wilderness,

in order to humble you, testing you to know what was in your heart,

whether or not you would keep his commandments.

3 He humbled you by letting you hunger,

then by feeding you with manna,

with which neither you nor your ancestors were acquainted,

in order to make you understand that one does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.

14 “Do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God,

who brought you out of the land of Egypt,

out of the house of slavery,
15 who led you through the great and terrible wilderness,

an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions.

He made water flow for you from flint rock,
16 and fed you in the wilderness with manna

that your ancestors did not know,

to humble you and to test you,

and in the end to do you good.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 147.12-13, 14-15, 19-20 (R.12)

R. Praise the Lord,  Jerusalem.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

12 Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem!

Praise your God, O Zion!
13 For he strengthens the bars of your gates;

he blesses your children within you. R.



THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST419

14 He grants peace within your borders;

he fills you with the finest of wheat.
15 He sends out his command to the earth;

his word runs swiftly. R.

19 He declares his word to Jacob,

his statutes and ordinances to Israel.
20 He has not dealt thus with any other nation;

they do not know his ordinances. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10.16-17

Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

16 The cup of blessing that we bless,

is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ?

The bread that we break,

is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?

17 Because there is one bread,

we who are many are one body,

for we all partake of the one bread.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

S E Q U E N C E (87.87.87)

The optional sequence (Lauda Sion) is intended to be sung; otherwise it is better omitted. The short-
er version (Ecce Panis) begins at the asterisk.

1. Praise, O Zion, Christ our glory; To the Shepherd let us sing,

Tell to all the world the story; Laud with all our might the King.

Bread of life and source of living! Lacking, still our praises ring.

2. This our special theme for singing, Christ the Lamb for us was slain.

At the paschal meal he taught us, To the twelve he made it plain:

Flesh as food for us was giving, Therefore let your faith not wane.

3. On this day of Christian feasting, With full voices we delight:

Instituting our salvation, In the sacred meal that night,

Christ the ancient law fulfilling, Fills all people with new sight.

4. To obey the call Jesus, Gathered we as chosen band.

Bread and wine Christ is transforming, Flesh and Blood are now at hand.

From his words and actions learning, Love we share at his command.

5. Gathered at this solemn table, Darkness now has taken flight.

In the bread and wine partaking, Christ is for each one the light,

Then as food to us disciples, Gives our souls a new delight.
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6. To all people Christ is giving, Truth in word and sacrament.

By the sacrifice redeeming, All into one covenant.

One in Jesus’ name assembling: Faith and love our testament.

7. To our minds these signs disclosing, To our senses must unfold:

Bread is broken, Blood outpouring; Christ the myst’ry, awe untold!

Flesh and Blood to sight revealing: This the story to be told.

8. Undivided is his body, Yet Christ gives himself to all.

Word made flesh with us abiding, For without him we must fall.

Christ the Pasch we are consuming, One in spirit is our call.

9. Good and evil are all sharing, Seeds of destiny are sown.

To new life our Saviour guides us; Death prevails when on our own.

Life immortal, for those seeking, Is fulfilled in Christ alone.

10. When the sacred bread is broken, All receive the Christ as one.

By his love Christ is transforming, Though so many we are one;

All the scattered are united, All the lonely welcomed home.

* 11. Come, behold, the bread of angels, This our strength on pilgrims’ way.

For the children God is giving, Manna for our bread each day.

Now the sign of Isaac telling: Christ has conquered on this day.

12. Hear our prayers, O kindly Shepherd, Be for us true living bread.

Grant us peace in all our doings, To our resting place be led,

Forth with all the saints now dwelling, We the body, you the Head.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 6.51-52

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;

whoever eats this bread will live forever.

G O S P E L John 6.51-59

My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to the crowds:
51 “I am the living bread that came down from heaven.

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever;

and the bread that I will give for the life of the world

is my flesh.”

52 The people then disputed among themselves, saying,

“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”

53 So Jesus said to them,

“Very truly, I tell you,

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood,

you have no life in you.
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54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life,

and I will raise them up on the last day;
55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
56 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me,

and I in them.

57 “Just as the living Father sent me,

and I live because of the Father,

so whoever eats me will live because of me.
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven,

not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died.

But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”

59 Jesus said these things

while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

The gospel of the Lord.
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170 THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 7.6-11

The Lord loves you and has chosen you.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

Moses spoke to the people:

6 “You are a people holy to the Lord your God;

the Lord your God has chosen you

out of all the peoples on earth to be

his people, his treasured possession.

7 “It was not because you were more numerous than any other people

that the Lord set his heart on you and chose you—

for you were the fewest of all peoples.
8 It was because the Lord loved you

and kept the oath that he swore to your ancestors,

that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand,

and redeemed you from the house of slavery,

from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.

9 “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God,

the faithful God

who maintains covenant loyalty with those who love him

and keep his commandments to a thousand generations,
10 and who repays in their own persons those who reject him.

He does not delay

but repays in their own persons those who reject him.

11 “Therefore, observe diligently the commandment—

the statutes, and the ordinances—

that I am commanding you today.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 (R.17)

R. The Lord’s kindness is everlasting

to those who fear him.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.
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3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,

heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,

and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

6 The Lord works vindication

and justice for all who are oppressed.
7 He made known his ways to Moses,

his acts to the people of Israel. R.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 4.7-16

God loved us so much we ought to love one another.

A reading from the first letter of John.

7 Beloved,

let us love one another,

because love is from God;

everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.
8 Whoever does not love does not know God,

for God is love.

9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way:

God sent his only Son into the world

so that we might live through him.
10 In this is love,

not that we loved God

but that he loved us

and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

11 Beloved, since God loved us so much,

we also ought to love one another.
12 No one has ever seen God;

if we love one another, God lives in us,

and his love is perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us,

because he has given us of his Spirit.

14 And we have seen and do testify

that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world.
15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God,

and they abide in God.
16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. ➣
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God is love,

and those who abide in love abide in God,

and God abides in them.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 11.29

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Take my yoke upon you;

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart.

G O S P E L Matthew 11.25-30

I am gentle and humble in heart.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

25 At that time Jesus said,

“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent

and have revealed them to infants;
26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.

Then turning to his disciples, Jesus said:
27 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father;

and no one knows the Son except the Father,

and no one knows the Father except the Son

and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me,

all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;

for I am gentle and humble in heart,

and you will find rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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165 TRINITY SUNDAY

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4.32-34, 39-40

The Lord is God in heaven above and on earth beneath;
there is no other.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

Moses assembled the people to remind them

how the Lord had spoken out of the fire

while they stood at the foot of the mountain.

He said:

32 “Ask now about former ages, long before your own,

ever since the day that God created human beings on the earth;

ask from one end of heaven to the other:

‘has anything so great as this ever happened

or has its like ever been heard of?’

33 “Has any people ever heard the voice of a god

speaking out of a fire, as you have heard, and lived?
34 Or has any god ever attempted to go

and take a nation for himself

from the midst of another nation,

by trials, by signs and wonders, by war,

by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm,

and by terrifying displays of power,

as the Lord your God did for you in Egypt

before your very eyes?

39 “So acknowledge today and take to heart

that the Lord is God in heaven above

and on the earth beneath;

there is no other.
40 Keep his statutes and his commandments,

which I am commanding you today

for your own well-being and that of your descendants after you,

so that you may long remain in the land

that the Lord your God is giving you for all time.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.4-5, 6+9, 18-19, 20+22 (R.12)

R. Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

4 The word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5 He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R.

6 By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,

and all their host by the breath of his mouth.
9 For he spoke, and it came to be;

he commanded, and it stood firm. R.

18 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast love,
19 to deliver their souls from death,

and to keep them alive in famine. R.

20 Our soul waits for the Lord;

he is our help and shield.
22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,

even as we hope in you. R.

SECOND READING Romans 8.14-17

You have received a spirit of adoption, in which we cry,
“Abba! Father!”

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

14 All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.
15 For you did not receive a spirit of slavery

to fall back into fear,

but you have received a spirit of adoption.

When we cry, “Abba! Father!”
16 it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit

that we are children of God,
17 and if children, then heirs,

heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ.

In fact, we suffer with him

so that we may also be glorified with him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Revelation 1.8

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:

to God who is, who was, and who is to come.
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G O S P E L Matthew 28.16-20

Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

16 The eleven disciples went to Galilee,

to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
17 When they saw him, they worshipped him;

but some doubted.

18 And Jesus came and said to them,

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.

“And remember, I am with you always,

to the end of the age.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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168 THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

FIRST READING Exodus 24.3-8

See the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

3 Moses came and told the people

all the words of the Lord and all the ordinances;

and all the people answered with one voice, and said,

“All the words that the Lord has spoken we will do.”

4 And Moses wrote down all the words of the Lord.

He rose early in the morning,

and built an altar at the foot of the mountain,

and set up twelve pillars,

corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel.
5 He sent young men of the people of Israel,

who offered burnt offerings and sacrificed oxen

as offerings of well-being to the Lord.
6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins,

and half of the blood he dashed against the altar.

7 Then he took the book of the covenant,

and read it in the hearing of the people;

and they said,

“All that the Lord has spoken we will do,

and we will be obedient.”

8 Moses took the blood and dashed it on the people, and said,

“See the blood of the covenant that the Lord has made with you

in accordance with all these words.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 116.12-13, 15-16, 17-18 (R.13)

R. I will take the cup of salvation,

and call on the name of the Lord.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

12 What shall I return to the Lord

for all his bounty to me?
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the Lord. R.

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful ones.
16 O Lord, I am your servant;

I am your servant, the child of your serving girl.

You have loosed my bonds. R.

17 I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice

and call on the name of the Lord.
18 I will pay my vows to the Lord

in the presence of all his people. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 9.11-15

The blood of Christ will purify our consciences.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

11 Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come.

He passed through the greater and perfect tent not made with hands,

that is, not of this creation.
12 He entered once for all into the Holy Place,

not with the blood of goats and calves,

but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls,

with the sprinkling of the ashes of a heifer,

sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is purified,
14 how much more will the blood of Christ,

who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God,

purify our conscience from dead works

to worship the living God!

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant,

so that those who are called

may receive the promised eternal inheritance,

because a death has occurred that redeems them

from the transgressions under the first covenant.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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S E Q U E N C E (87.87.87)

The optional sequence (Lauda Sion) is intended to be sung; otherwise it is better omitted. The short-
er version (Ecce Panis) begins at the asterisk.

1. Praise, O Zion, Christ our glory; To the Shepherd let us sing,

Tell to all the world the story; Laud with all our might the King.

Bread of life and source of living! Lacking, still our praises ring.

2. This our special theme for singing, Christ the Lamb for us was slain.

At the paschal meal he taught us, To the twelve he made it plain:

Flesh as food for us was giving, Therefore let your faith not wane.

3. On this day of Christian feasting, With full voices we delight:

Instituting our salvation, In the sacred meal that night,

Christ the ancient law fulfilling, Fills all people with new sight.

4. In the memory of Jesus, Gathered we as chosen band.

Bread and wine Christ is transforming, Flesh and Blood are now at hand.

From his words and actions learning, Love we share at his command.

5. Gathered at this solemn table, Darkness now has taken flight.

In the bread and wine partaking, Christ is for each one the light,

Then as food to us disciples, Gives our souls a new delight.

6. To all people Christ is giving, Truth in word and sacrament.

By the sacrifice redeeming, All into one covenant.

One in Jesus’ name assembling: Faith and love our testament.

7. To our minds these signs disclosing, To our senses must unfold:

Bread is broken, Blood outpouring; Christ the myst’ry, awe untold!

Flesh and Blood to sight revealing: This the story to be told.

8. Undivided is his body, Yet Christ gives himself to all.

Word made flesh with us abiding, For without him we must fall.

Christ the Pasch we are consuming, One in spirit is our call.

9. Good and evil are all sharing, Seeds of destiny are sown.

To new life our Saviour guides us; Death prevails when on our own.

Life immortal, for those seeking, Is fulfilled in Christ alone.

10. When the sacred bread is broken, All receive the Christ as one.

By his love Christ is transforming, Though so many we are one;

All the scattered are united, All the lonely welcomed home.

* 11. Come, behold, the bread of angels, This our strength on pilgrims’ way.

For the children God is giving, Manna for our bread each day.

Now the sign of Isaac telling: Christ has conquered on this day.

12. Hear our prayers, O kindly Shepherd, Be for us true living bread.

Grant us peace in all our doings, To our resting place be led,

Forth with all the saints now dwelling, We the body, you the Head.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 6.51-52

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;

whoever eats this bread will live forever.

G O S P E L Mark 14.12-16, 22-26

Take; this is my body. Drink; This is my blood of the covenant.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

12 On the first day of Unleavened Bread,

when the Passover lamb is sacrificed,

the disciples said to Jesus,

“Where do you want us to go and make the preparations

for you to eat the Passover?”

13 So Jesus sent two of his disciples, saying to them,

“Go into the city,

and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you;

follow him, and wherever he enters,

say to the owner of the house,

‘The Teacher asks, “Where is my guest room

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’
15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready.

Make preparations for us there.”

16 So the disciples set out and went to the city,

and found everything as he had told them;

and they prepared the Passover meal.

22 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread,

and after blessing it he broke it,

gave it to them, and said,

“Take; this is my body.”

23 Then he took a cup,

and after giving thanks he gave it to them,

and all of them drank from it.
24 He said to them,

“This is my blood of the covenant,

which is poured out for many.
25 Truly I tell you,

I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine

until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

26 When they had sung the hymn,

they went out to the Mount of Olives.

The gospel of the Lord.
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171 THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

FIRST READING Hosea 11.1-4, 8ac-9++

Israel, how can I give you up? My heart recoils within me.

A reading from the book of the prophet Hosea.

Hear the word of the Lord, O people.
1 “When Israel was a child, I loved him,

and out of Egypt I called my son.
2 The more I called them,

the more they went from me.

3 “Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk,

I took them up in my arms;

but they did not know that I healed them.
4 I led them with cords of human kindness,

with bands of love.

I was to them like those

who lift an infant to the cheek.

I bent down to them and fed them.

8 “How can I give you up, Ephraim?

How can I hand you over, O Israel?

My heart recoils within me;

my compassion grows warm and tender.

9 “I will not execute my fierce anger;

I will not again destroy Ephraim;

for I am God and no mortal,

the Holy One in your midst,

and I will not come in wrath.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL CANTICLE Isaiah 12.2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 (R.3)

R. You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.

2 Surely God is my salvation;

I will trust, and will not be afraid,

for the Lord God is my strength and my might;

he has become my salvation.
3 With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation. R.
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4 Give thanks to the Lord,

call on his name;

make known his deeds among the nations;

proclaim that his name is exalted. R.

5 Sing praises to the Lord,

for he has done gloriously;

let this be known in all the earth.
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion,

for great in your midst

is the Holy One of Israel. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 3.8-12, 14-19

To know the love of Christ surpasses all knowledge.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

8 Although I am the very least of all the saints,

this grace was given to me

to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ,
9 and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery

hidden for ages in God who created all things;
10 so that through the church the wisdom of God

in its rich variety might now be made known

to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

11 This was in accordance with the eternal purpose

that he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord,
12 in whom we have access to God

in boldness and confidence through faith in him.

14 For this reason

I bow my knees before the Father,
15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.
16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory,

God may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being

with power through his Spirit,
17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,

as you are being rooted and grounded in love.

18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,

what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
19 and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,

so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 11.29

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Take my yoke upon you;

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart.

or:                                                                                                                                                  1 John 4.10

God first loved us

and sent his Son to take away our sins.

G O S P E L John 19.31-37

The soldier pierced Jesus’ side with a spear
and at once blood and water came out.

✠ A reading of the holy gospel according to John.

31 Since it was the day of Preparation,

the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath,

especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity.

So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken

and the bodies removed.

32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first

and of the other who had been crucified with him.
33 But when they came to Jesus

and saw that he was already dead,

they did not break his legs.
34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear,

and at once blood and water came out.

35 He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe.

His testimony is true,

and he knows that he tells the truth.

36 These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled,

“None of his bones shall be broken.”
37 And again another passage of scripture says,

“They will look on the one whom they have pierced.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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167 TRINITY SUNDAY

FIRST READING Proverbs 8.22-31

Before the beginning of the earth, wisdom had already been brought forth.

A reading from the book of Proverbs.

Thus says the wisdom of God:
22 “The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,

the first of his acts of long ago.
23 Ages ago I was set up,

at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
24 When there were no depths I was brought forth,

when there were no springs abounding with water.

25 “Before the mountains had been shaped,

before the hills, I was brought forth—
26 when he had not yet made earth and fields,

or the world’s first bits of soil.

27 “When he established the heavens, I was there,

when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
28 when he made firm the skies above,

when he established the fountains of the deep,
29 when he assigned to the sea its limit,

so that the waters might not transgress his command,

when he marked out the foundations of the earth,
30 then I was beside him, like a master worker;

and I was daily his delight,

rejoicing before him always,
31 rejoicing in his inhabited world

and delighting in the human race.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 8.3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (R.1)

R. O Lord, our God,

how wonderful your name in all the earth!

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars that you have established;
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them,

mortals that you care for them? R.
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5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God,

and crowned them with glory and honour.
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;

you have put all things under their feet. R.

7 All sheep and oxen,

and also the beasts of the field,
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,

whatever passes along the paths of the seas. R.

SECOND READING Romans 5.1-5

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Spirit.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

1 Since we are justified by faith,

we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.

3 And not only that,

but we also boast in our sufferings,

knowing that suffering produces endurance,
4 and endurance produces character,

and character produces hope,
5 and hope does not disappoint us,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit:

to God who is, who was, and who is to come.
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G O S P E L John 16.12-15

All that the Father has is mine, and the Spirit will take what is mine
and declare it to you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples:
12 “I still have many things to say to you,

but you cannot bear them now.
13 When the Spirit of truth comes,

he will guide you into all the truth;

for he will not speak on his own,

but will speak whatever he hears,

and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
14 He will glorify me,

because he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
15 All that the Father has is mine.

For this reason I said

that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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169 THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

FIRST READING Genesis 14.18-20

Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

When Abram heard that his nephew, Lot, had been taken captive,

he led forth his trained men, and routed the abductors.

18 After Abram’s return

King Melchizedek of Salem brought out bread and wine;

he was priest of God Most High.
19 He blessed Abram and said,

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,

maker of heaven and earth;
20 and blessed be God Most High,

who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”

And Abram gave him one tenth of everything.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 110.1, 2, 3, 4, (R.4)

R. You are a priest for ever,

in the line of Melchizedek.

1 The Lord says to my lord,

“Sit at my right hand

until I make your enemies your footstool.” R.

2 The Lord sends out from Zion

your mighty sceptre.

Rule in the midst of your foes. R.

3 Your people will offer themselves willingly

on the day you lead your forces on the holy mountains.

From the womb of the morning, like dew, your youth will come to you. R.

4 The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind,

“You are a priest forever

according to the order of Melchizedek.” R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11.23-26

As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes.

A reading from the first letter of to Paul to the Corinthians.

Beloved,
23 I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you,

that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed

took a loaf of bread,
24 and when he had given thanks,

he broke it and said,

“This is my  body that is for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.”

25 In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,

“This cup is the new covenant in my blood.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup,

you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

S E Q U E N C E (87.87.87)

The optional sequence (Lauda Sion) is intended to be sung; otherwise it is better omitted. The short-
er version (Ecce Panis) begins at the asterisk.

1. Praise, O Zion, Christ our glory; To the Shepherd let us sing,

Tell to all the world the story; Laud with all our might the King.

Bread of life and source of living! Lacking, still our praises ring.

2. This our special theme for singing, Christ the Lamb for us was slain.

At the paschal meal he taught us, To the twelve he made it plain:

Flesh as food for us was giving, Therefore let your faith not wane.

3. On this day of Christian feasting, With full voices we delight:

Instituting our salvation, In the sacred meal that night,

Christ the ancient law fulfilling, Fills all people with new sight.

4. In the memory of Jesus, Gathered we as chosen band.

Bread and wine Christ is transforming, Flesh and Blood are now at hand.

From his words and actions learning, Love we share at his command.

5. Gathered at this solemn table, Darkness now has taken flight.

In the bread and wine partaking, Christ is for each one the light,

Then as food to us disciples, Gives our souls a new delight.
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6. To all people Christ is giving, Truth in word and sacrament.

By the sacrifice redeeming, All into one covenant.

One in Jesus’ name assembling: Faith and love our testament.

7. To our minds these signs disclosing, To our senses must unfold:

Bread is broken, Blood outpouring; Christ the myst’ry, awe untold!

Flesh and Blood to sight revealing: This the story to be told.

8. Undivided is his body, Yet Christ gives himself to all.

Word made flesh with us abiding, For without him we must fall.

Christ the Pasch we are consuming, One in spirit is our call.

9. Good and evil are all sharing, Seeds of destiny are sown.

To new life our Saviour guides us; Death prevails when on our own.

Life immortal, for those seeking, Is fulfilled in Christ alone.

10. When the sacred bread is broken, All receive the Christ as one.

By his love Christ is transforming, Though so many we are one;

All the scattered are united, All the lonely welcomed home.

* 11. Come, behold, the bread of angels, This our strength on pilgrims’ way.

For the children God is giving, Manna for our bread each day.

Now the sign of Isaac telling: Christ has conquered on this day.

12. Hear our prayers, O kindly Shepherd, Be for us true living bread.

Grant us peace in all our doings, To our resting place be led,

Forth with all the saints now dwelling, We the body, you the Head.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 6.51

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;

whoever eats this bread will live forever.

G O S P E L Luke 9.11b-17

All ate and were filled.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

11 Jesus spoke to the crowds about the kingdom of God,

and healed those who needed to be cured.

12 The day was drawing to a close,

and the twelve came to him and said,

“Send the crowd away,

so that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside,

to lodge and get provisions;

for we are here in a deserted place.” ➣
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13 But Jesus said to them,

“You give them something to eat.”

They said, “We have no more than five loaves and two fish—

unless we are to go and buy food for all these people.”
14 For there were about five thousand men.

And Jesus said to his disciples,

“Make the people sit down in groups of about fifty each.”
15 They did so and made them all sit down.

16 And taking the five loaves and the two fish,

he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke them,

and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd.

17 And all ate and were filled.

What was left over was gathered up,

twelve baskets of broken pieces.

The gospel of the Lord.
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172 THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS

FIRST READING Ezekiel 34.11-16

I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

11 Thus says the Lord God:

“I myself will search for my sheep,

and will seek them out.
12 As shepherds seek out their flocks

when they are among their scattered sheep,

so I will seek out my sheep.

I will rescue them from all the places

to which they have been scattered

on a day of clouds and thick darkness.

13 “I will bring them out from the peoples

and gather them from the countries,

and will bring them into their own land;

and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel,

by the watercourses,

and in all the inhabited parts of the land.

14 “I will feed them with good pasture,

and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture;

there they shall lie down in good grazing land,

and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.

15 “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep,

and I will make them lie down,”

says the Lord God.

16 “I will seek the lost,

and I will bring back the strayed,

and I will bind up the injured,

and I will strengthen the weak,

I will feed my sheep with justice.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1)

R. The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.

5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord

my whole life long. R.

SECOND READING Romans 5.5b-11

The love of God has been poured into our hearts.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

5 God’s love has been poured into our hearts

through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak,

at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—

though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die.
8 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners

Christ died for us.
9 Much more surely then,

now that we have been justified by his blood,

will we be saved through Christ from the wrath of God.

10 For if, while we were enemies,

we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,

much more surely, having been reconciled,

will we be saved by his life.
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11 But more than that,

we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 10.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;

I know my sheep, and mine know me.

or: Matthew 11.29

Take my yoke upon you;

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart.

G O S P E L Luke 15.3-7

Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that were lost.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

3 Jesus told this parable to the scribes and Pharisees.
4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them,

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness

and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?
5 When he has found it,

he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.
6 And when he comes home,

he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them,

‘Rejoice with me,

for I have found my sheep that was lost.’

7 “Just so, I tell you,

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents

than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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ORDINARY TIME
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Table 7: ORDINARY TIME: YEAR A

Sunday 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel

2 Isa 49.3,5-6 40 1 Co 1.1-3 Jn 1.29-34

3 Isa 9.1-4 27 1.10-13,17-18 Mt 4.12-23

4 Zp 2.3;3.12-13 146 1.26-31 5.1-12a

5 Isa 58.6-10 112 2.1-5 5.13-16

6 Si 15.15-20 119 2.6-10 5.17-37

7 Lv 19.1-2,17-18 103 3.16-23 5.38-48

8 Isa 49.13-15 62 4.1-5 6.24-34

9 Dt 10.12-13a; 31 Rm 1.16-17;

11.18,26-28,32 3.20-26,28 7.21-27

10 Ho 6.3-6 50 4.18-25 9.9-13

11 Ex 19.1-6a 100 5.6-11 9.36–10.8

12 Jr 20.7,10-13 69 5.12-15 10.26-33

13 2 K 4.8-12a,14-17 89 6.3-4,8-11 10.37-42

14 Zc 9.9-10 145 8.9,11-13 11.25-30

15 Isa 55.10-11 65 8.18-23 13.1-23

16 Ws 12.13,16-19 86 8.26-27 13.24-43

17 1 K 3.5-12 119 8.28-30 13.44-52

18 Isa 55.1-3 145 8.35,37-39 14.13-21

19 1 K 19.9a,11-13a 85 9.1-5 14.22-33

20 Isa 56.1,6-7 67 11.13-15,29-32 15.21-28

21 Isa 22.15,19-23 138 11.33-36 16.13-20

22 Jr 20.7-9 63 12.1-2 16.21-27

23 Ez 33.7-9 95 13.8-10 18.15-20

24 Si 27.30–28.7 103 14.7-9 18.21-35

25 Isa 55.6-9 145 Ph 1.20c-24,27 20.1-16

26 Ez 18.25-28 25 2.1-11 21.28-32

27 Isa 5.1-7 80 4.6-9 21.33-43

28 Isa 25.6-10a 23 4.10-14,19-20 22.1-14

29 Isa 45.1,4-6 96 1 Th 1.1-5b 22.15-21

30 Ex 22.21-27 18 1.5c-10 22.34-40

31 Ml 1.14b–2.2b,8-10 131 2.7b-9,13 23.1-12

32 Ws 6.12-16 63 4.13-18 25.1-13

33 Pr 31.10-13,16-18, 128 5.1-6 24.36;25.14-30

20,26,28-31

Christ the

King (34) Ex 34.11-12,15-17 23 1 Co 15.20-26,28 25.31-46
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Table 8: ORDINARY TIME: YEAR B

Sunday 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel

2 1 S 3.3b-10,19 40 1 Co 6.13c-15a,17-20 Jn 1.35-42

3 Jon 3.1-5,10 25 7.29-31 Mk 1.14-20

4 Dt 18.15-20 95 7.17,32-35 1.21-28

5 Jb 7.1-4,6-7 147 9.16-19,22-23 1.29-39

6 Lv 13.1-2,45-46 32 10.23–11.1 1.40-45

7 Isa 43.18-19,20-22,24c-25 4 1 2 Co 1 . 1 8 - 2 2 2 . 1 - 1 2

8 Ho 2.14-15,21-22 1 0 3 3 . 1 b - 6 2 . 1 8 - 2 2

9 Dt 5.12-15 8 1 4 . 6 - 1 1 2 . 2 3–3 . 6

1 0 Gn 3.9-15 1 3 0 4 . 1 3 – 5 . 1 3 . 2 0 - 3 5

1 1 Ez 17.22-24 9 2 5 . 6 - 1 0 4 . 2 6 - 3 4

1 2 Jb 38.1-4,8-11 1 0 7 5 . 1 4 - 1 7 4 . 3 5 - 4 1

1 3 Ws 1.13-15;2.23-24 3 0 8 . 7 , 9 , 1 3 - 1 5 5 . 2 1 - 4 3

1 4 Ez 2.2-5 1 2 3 1 2 . 7 - 1 0 6 . 1 - 6

1 5 Am 7.12-15 8 5 E p 1 . 3 - 1 4 6 . 7 - 1 3

1 6 Jr 23.1-6 2 3 2 . 1 3 - 1 8 6 . 3 0 - 3 4

1 7 2 K 4.42-44 1 4 5 4 . 1 - 6 J n 6 . 1 - 1 5

1 8 Ex 16.2-4,12-15,31 7 8 4 . 1 7 , 2 0 - 2 4 6 . 2 4 - 3 5

1 9 1 K 19.4-8 3 4 4 . 3 0 – 5 . 2 6 . 4 1 - 5 1

2 0 Pr 9.1-6 3 4 5 . 1 5 - 2 0 6 . 5 1 - 5 8

2 1 Jos 24.1-2a,15-17,18b 3 4 4 . 3 2 - 5 2 ;5 . 2 1 - 3 2 6 . 6 0 - 6 9

2 2 Dt 4.1-2,6-8 1 5 J m 1 . 1 7 - 1 8 , 2 1 b - 2 2 , 2 7 M k 7 . 1 - 8 , 1 4 - 1 5 , 2 1 - 2 3

2 3 Isa 35.4-7a 1 4 6 2 . 1 - 5 7 . 3 0 - 3 7

2 4 Isa 50.5-9a 1 1 6 2 . 1 4 - 1 8 8 . 2 7 - 3 5

2 5 Ws 2.12,17-20 5 4 3 . 1 6 – 4 . 3 9 . 3 0 - 3 7

2 6 Nb 11.16-17,25-29 1 9 5 . 1 - 6 9 . 3 8 - 4 3 , 4 5 , 4 7 - 4 8

2 7 Gn 2.7-8,18-24 1 2 8 H e 2 . 9 - 1 1 1 0 . 2 - 1 6

2 8 Ws 7.7-11 9 0 4 . 1 2 - 1 3 1 0 . 1 7 - 3 0

2 9 Isa 53.4,10-11 3 3 4 . 1 4 - 1 6 1 0 . 3 5 - 4 5

3 0 Jr 31.7-9 1 2 6 5 . 1 - 6 1 0 . 4 6 b - 5 2

3 1 Dt 6.2-6 1 8 7 . 2 3 - 2 8 1 2 . 2 8 b - 3 4

3 2 1 K 17.10-16 1 4 6 9 . 2 4 - 2 8 1 2 . 3 8 - 4 4

3 3 Dn 12.1-3 1 6 1 0 . 1 1 - 1 4 , 1 8 1 3 . 2 4 - 3 2

Christ the

K i n g 3 4 Dn 7.13-14 9 3 R v 1 . 5 - 8 J n 1 8 . 3 3 b - 3 7
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Sunday 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel

2 Isa 62.1-5 96 1 Co 12.4-11 Jn 2.1-12

3 Ne 8.1-4a,5-6,8-10 19 12.12-30 Lk 1.1-4;4.14-21

4 Jr 1.4-5,17-19 71 12.31–13.13 4.21-30

5 Isa 6.1-2a,3-8 138 15.1-11 5.1-11

6 Jr 17.5-8 1 15.12,16-20 6.17,20-26

7 1 S 26.2,7-9,12-13,22-25 103 15.45-50 6.27-38

8 Si 27.4-7 92 15.54-58 6.39-45

9 1 K 8.41-43 117 Ga 1.1-2,6-10 7.1-10

10 1 K 17.8-9,17-21a,22-24 30 1.11-19 7.11-17

11 2 S 12.7-10,13 32 2.16,19-21 7.36–8.3

12 Zc 12.10-11 63 3.26-29 9.18-24

13 1 K 19.16b, 19-21 16 5.1,13-18 9.51-62

14 Isa 66.10-14c 66 6.14-18 10.1-12,17-20

15 Dt 30.10-14 69 or 19 Col 1.15-20 19.25-37

16 Gn 18.1-10a 15 1.24-28 19.38-42

17 Gn 18.20-21,23-32 138 2.6-14 11.1-13

18 Qo 1.2,2.21-23 90 3.1-5,9-11 12.13-21

19 Ws 18.6-9 33 He 11.1-2,8-19 12.32-48

20 Jr 38.1-2,4-6,8-10 40 12.1-4 12.49-53

21 Isa 66.18-21 117 12.5-7,11-13 13.22-30

22 Si 3.17-20,28-29 68 12.18-19,22-24a 14.1,7-14

23 Ws 9.13-18 90 Phm 9b-10,12-17* 14.25-33

24 Ex 32.7-11,13-14 51 1 Tm 1 . 1 2 - 1 7 1 5 . 1 - 3 2

2 5 Am 8.4-7 1 1 3 2 . 1 - 7 1 6 . 1 - 1 3

2 6 Am 6.1a,4-7 1 4 6 6 . 1 1 - 1 6 1 6 . 1 9 - 3 1

2 7 Hab 1.2-3; 2.2-4 9 5 2 Tm 1 . 6 - 8 , 1 3 - 1 4 1 7 . 5 - 1 0

2 8 2 K 5. 14-17 9 8 2 . 8 - 1 3 1 7 . 1 1 - 1 9

2 9 Ex 17.8-13 1 2 1 3 . 1 4 – 4 . 2 1 8 . 1 - 8

3 0 Si 35.15-17,20-22 3 4 4 . 6 - 8 , 1 6 - 1 8 1 8 . 9 - 1 4

3 1 Ws 11.22–12.2 1 4 5 2 Th 1 . 1 1 – 2 . 2 1 9 . 1 - 1 0

3 2 2 M 7.1-2,9-14 1 7 2 . 1 6 – 3 . 5 2 0 . 2 7 - 3 8

3 3 Ml 4.1-2 9 8 3 . 7 - 1 2 2 1 . 5 - 1 9

Christ the

K i n g 3 4 2 S 5.1-3 1 2 2 C o l 1 . 1 2 - 2 0 2 3 - 3 5 - 4 3

* ‘ P h i l e m on’ is a not divided into chapters.

Table 9: ORDINARY TIME: YEAR C
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COMMON RESPONSES (REFRAINS)

a) for use with a psalm of praise:

R. Praise the Lord for he is good.

or:

R. We praise you, O Lord,

for all your works are wonderful.

or:

R. Sing to the Lord a new song.

b) for use with a psalm of petition:

R. The Lord is near to all who call on him.

or:

R. Hear us, Lord, and save us.

or:

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

COMMON RESPONSORIAL PSALMS

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 10

(R. Jn 6.68)

R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life.

or: Your words, Lord, are spirit and life.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,

making wise the simple. R.

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear,

enlightening the eyes. R.

9 The fear of the Lord is pure,

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether. R.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,

even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,

and drippings of the honeycomb. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 27.1, 4, 13-14 (R.1a)

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

of whom shall I be afraid? R.

4 One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek:

to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,

to behold the beauty of the Lord,

and to inquire in his temple. R.

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord; be strong,

and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8,

(R.2 or 9)

R. I will bless the Lord at all times.

or: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

3 O magnify the Lord with me,

and let us exalt his name together.
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me,

and delivered me from all my fears. R.

5 Look to him, and be radiant;

so your faces shall never be ashamed.
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,

and was saved from every trouble. R.

7 The angel of the Lord encamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good;

happy are those who take refuge in him. R.

173 COMMON SUNG TEXTS – ORDINARY TIME

The psalm as a rule is drawn from proper readings of the day because the psalm texts are directly
connected with the theme of the individual reading. To make the sung response easier for the peo-
ple, some psalms texts are provided according to the different season of the liturgical years. These
may be used in place of the proper psalm, especially when it is difficult to learn new music each week.
Care should be taken that the alternate text be similar in meaning to the proper psalm. (GIRM, 36.)
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 63.1, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 (R.1a)

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

1 O God, you are my God, I seek you,

my soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you,

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. R.

2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,

beholding your power and glory.
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life,

my lips will praise you. R.

4 So I will bless you as long as I live;

I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips. R.

7 For you have been my help,

and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
8 My soul clings to you;

your right hand upholds me. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 95.1-2, 6-7ab, 7c-9

(R.7c+8a)

R. If today you hear God’s voice,

harden not your hearts.

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs

of praise! R.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7 For he is our God, and we are the people

of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand. R.

O that today you would listen to his voice!
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9 when your ancestors tested me,

and put me to the proof,

though they had seen my work. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 100.1-2, 3, 5 (R.3c)

R. We are God’s people, the sheep of his flock.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Worship the Lord with gladness;

come into his presence with singing. R.

3 Know that the Lord is God.

It is he that made us, and we are his;

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. R.

5 For the Lord is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,

and his faithfulness to all generations. R.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 8+10, 12-13

(R.8)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.

3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

12 As far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. R .

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.1-2, 8-9, 10-11,

13cd-14 (R.1b)

R. I will praise your name for ever,

my king and my God.

1 I will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day I will bless you,

and praise your name forever and ever. R.

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made. R.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and tell of your power. R.

13 The Lord is faithful in all his words,

and gracious in all his deeds.
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling,

and raises up all who are bowed down. R.

Last Weeks of Ordinary Time:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 122.1-2, 3-4a, 4b-5, 6-7,

8-9 (R.1)

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
2 Our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.
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3 Jerusalem—built as a city

that is bound firmly together.
4 To it the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord. R.

As was decreed for Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up,

the thrones of the house of David. R.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:

“May they prosper who love you.
7 Peace be within your walls,

and security within your towers.” R.

8 For the sake of my relatives and friends

I will say, “Peace be within you.”
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God,

I will seek your good. R.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS

Sundays of the Year

1 Samuel 3.9; John 6.69b

Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening;

you have the words of everlasting life.

See Matthew 11.25

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries

of the kingdom.

See Luke 19.88; 2.14

Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord:

peace on earth, and glory in heaven!

John 1.14, 12

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.

He enabled those who accepted him to become

the children of God.

John 6.63, 68

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life,

you have the words of everlasting life.

See John 8.12

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

the man who follows me will have the light of life.

John 10.27

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;

I know them, and they follow me.

John 14.6

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;

no one comes to the Father, except through me.

John 14.23

If anyone loves me, he will hold to my words,

and my Father will love him, and we will come to him.

John 15.15

I call you my friends, says the Lord,

for I have made known to you all that the Father has

told me.

John 17.17

Your word, O Lord, is truth;

make us holy in the truth.

See Acts 16.14

Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.

Ephesians 1.17-18

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten

the eyes of our heart

that we might see how great is the hope

to which we are called.

For the last Sundays of the Year

Matthew 24.42, 44

Be watchful and ready:

you know not when the Son of Man is coming.

Luke 21.36

Be watchful, pray constantly,

that you may be worthy to stand before

the Son of Man.

Revelation 2.10

Be faithful until death, says the Lord,

and I will give you the crown of life.





SUNDAYS OF ORDINARY TIME

YEAR A
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64 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The First Sunday of Ordinary Time is the feast of the Baptism of the Lord (see no. 21).

FIRST READING Isaiah 49.3, 5-6

I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.

A reading from the book of prophet Isaiah.

3 The Lord said to me,

“You are my servant, Israel,

in whom I will be glorified.”

5 And now the Lord says,

who formed me in the womb to be his servant,

to bring Jacob back to him,

and that Israel might be gathered to him,

for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord,

and my God has become my strength.

6 He says,

“It is too small a thing that you should be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to restore the survivors of Israel;

I will give you as a light to the nations,

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 40.1+3a, 6, 7-8, 9 (R.7-8)

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

1 I waited patiently for the Lord;

he inclined to me and heard my cry.
3 He put a new song in my mouth,

a song of praise to our God. R.

6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,

but you have given me an open ear.

Burnt offering and sin offering

you have not required. R.

7 Then I said, “Here I am;

In the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8 I delight to do your will, O my God;

your law is within my heart.” R.
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9 I have told the glad news of deliverance

in the great congregation;

see, I have not restrained my lips,

as you know, O Lord. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1.1-3

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

1 From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus

by the will of God,

and from our brother Sosthenes.
2 To the church of God that is in Corinth,

to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus,

called to be saints,

together with all those who in every place

call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

both their Lord and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 1.14, 12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.

He enabled those who accepted him to become children of God.
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G O S P E L John 1.29-34

Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

29 John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him

and declared,

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
30 This is he of whom I said,

‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me

because he was before me.’
31 I myself did not know him;

but I came baptizing with water for this reason,

that he might be revealed to Israel.”

32 And John testified,

“I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove,

and it remained on him.
33 I myself did not know him,

but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,

‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain

is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’
34 And I myself have seen and have testified

that this is the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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67 THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 9.1-4

In Galilee of the nations, the people have seen a great light.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord spoke to me and said:
1 “There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish.

In the former time the Lord brought into contempt

the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

but in the latter time he will make glorious

the way of the sea,

the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

2 “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness—

on them light has shined.
3 You have multiplied the nation,

you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,

as people exult when dividing plunder.

4 “For the yoke of their burden,

and the bar across their shoulders,

the rod of their oppressor,

you have broken as on the day of Midian.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 27.1, 4, 13-14 (R.1a)

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

of whom shall I be afraid? R.

4 One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek:

to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,

to behold the beauty of the Lord,

and to inquire in his temple. R.
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13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord; be strong,

and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1.10-13, 17-18

I appeal to you that all of you be in agreement
and that there be no divisions among you.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,

by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that all of you be in agreement

and that there be no divisions among you,

but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose.

11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people

that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.
12 What I mean is that each of you says,

“I belong to Paul,”

or “I belong to Apollos,”

or “I belong to Cephas,”

or “I belong to Christ.”

13 Has Christ been divided?

Was Paul crucified for you?

Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

17 For Christ did not send me to baptize

but to proclaim the gospel,

and not with eloquent wisdom

so that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power.

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness

to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved

it is the power of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom

and healed all who were sick.
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G O S P E L Matthew 4.12-23

Jesus made his home in Capernaum so that what had been spoken
through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled.

The shorter version (12-17) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

12 When Jesus heard that John had been arrested,

he withdrew to Galilee.
13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea,

in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah

might be fulfilled:

15 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali,

on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,

Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people who sat in darkness

have seen a great light,

and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death

light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim,

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”*
18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee,

he saw two brothers,

Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother,

casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.
19 And he said to them,

“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of people.”
20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers,

James son of Zebedee and his brother John,

in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets,

and he called them.
22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.

23 Jesus went throughout Galilee,

teaching in their synagogues

and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom

and curing every disease and every sickness among the people.

The gospel of the Lord.
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70 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Zephaniah 2.3; 3.12-13

I will leave in the midst of you a people humble and lowly.

A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah.

3 Seek the Lord, all you humble of the land,

who do his commands;

seek righteousness, seek humility;

perhaps you may be hidden on the day of the Lord’s wrath.

12 For I will leave in the midst of you

a people humble and lowly.

They shall seek refuge in the name of the Lord—
13 the remnant of Israel;

they shall do no wrong and utter no lies,

nor shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths.

Then they will pasture and lie down,

and no one shall make them afraid.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 (R. Mt 5.3)

R. Blessed are the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs!

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

6 It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free. R.

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind

and lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous
9 and watches over the strangers. R.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1.26-31

God chose what is weak in the world.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters:

not many of you were wise by human standards,

not many were powerful,

not many were of noble birth.
27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
28 God chose what is low and despised in the world,

things that are not,

to reduce to nothing things that are,
29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God.

30 God is the source of your life in Christ Jesus,

who became for us wisdom from God,

and righteousness and sanctification and redemption,
31 in order that, as it is written,

“Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 5.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Rejoice and be glad;

your reward will be great in heaven.
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G O S P E L Matthew 5.1-12a

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;

and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
2 Then he began to speak, and he taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful,

for they will receive mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you

and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward is great in heaven,

for in the same way they persecuted the prophets

who were before you.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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73 FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 58.6-10++

Your light shall break forth like the dawn.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord:
6 “Is this not the fast that I choose:

to loose the bonds of injustice,

to undo the thongs of the yoke,

to let the oppressed go free,

and to break every yoke?
7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,

and bring the homeless poor into your house;

when you see the naked, to cover them,

and not to hide yourself from your own kin?

8 “Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,

and your healing shall spring up quickly;

your vindicator shall go before you,

the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.
9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;

you shall cry for help, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’

“If you remove the yoke from among you,

the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10 if you offer your food to the hungry

and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,

then your light shall rise in the darkness

and your gloom be like the noonday.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 112.4-5, 6-7, 8a-9 (R.4)

R. A light rises in the darkness for the upright.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

4 Those who fear the Lord rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;

they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
5 It is well with those who deal generously and lend,

who conduct their affairs with justice. R.

6 For the righteous will never be moved;

they will be remembered forever.
7 They are not afraid of evil tidings;

their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord. R.

8 Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid.
9 They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor;

their righteousness endures forever;

their name is exalted in honour. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 2.1-5

I proclaimed to you the mystery of Jesus Christ,
and him crucified.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

1 When I came to you, brothers and sisters,

I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you

in lofty words or wisdom.
2 For I decided to know nothing among you

except Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear

and in much trembling.
4 My speech and my proclamation

were not with plausible words of wisdom,

but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power,
5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom

but on the power of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 8.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life.
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G O S P E L Matthew 5.13-16

You are the light of the world.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus went up the mountain and was joined by his disciples.

Then he began to teach them:
13 “You are the salt of the earth;

but if salt has lost its taste,

how can its saltiness be restored?

It is no longer good for anything,

but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

14 “You are the light of the world.

A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.
15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket,

but on the lampstand,

and it gives light to all in the house.
16 In the same way,

let your light shine before others,

so that they may see your good works

and give glory to your Father in heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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76 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Sirach 15.15-20

The Lord has not commanded anyone to be wicked.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

15 If you choose, you can keep the commandments,

and to act faithfully is a matter of your own choice.

16 The Lord has placed before you fire and water;

stretch out your hand for whichever you choose.
17 Before each person are life and death,

and whichever we choose will be given.

18 For great is the wisdom of the Lord;

he is mighty in power and sees everything;
19 his eyes are on those who fear him,

and he knows every human action.
20 He has not commanded anyone to be wicked,

and he has not given anyone permission to sin.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 119.1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 (R.1)

R. Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!

1 Happy are those whose way is blameless,

who walk in the law of the Lord.
2 Happy are those who keep his decrees,

who seek him with their whole heart. R.

4 You have commanded your precepts

to be kept diligently.
5 O that my ways may be steadfast

in keeping your statutes! R.

17 Deal bountifully with your servant,

so that I may live and observe your word.
18 Open my eyes, so that I may behold

wondrous things out of your law. R.

33 Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes,

and I will observe it to the end.
34 Give me understanding, that I may keep your law

and observe it with my whole heart. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 2.6-10

We speak God’s wisdom, which God decreed
before the ages for our glory.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

My brothers and sisters,
6 among the mature we do speak wisdom,

though it is not a wisdom of this age

or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.
7 But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden,

which God decreed before the ages for our glory.
8 None of the rulers of this age understood this;

for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

9 As it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,

nor the human heart conceived

what God has prepared for those who love him.”
10 These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit;

for the Spirit searches everything,

even the depths of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

G O S P E L ( l o n g e r ) Matthew 5.17-37

You have heard what was said to those of ancient times;
but I say to you...

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

On the mountain, Jesus gathered his disciples around him

and he taught them, saying:
17 “Do not think that I have come

to abolish the law or the prophets;

I have come not to abolish but to fulfil.
18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away,

not one letter, not one stroke of a letter,

will pass from the law until all is accomplished. ➣
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19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments,

and teaches others to do the same,

will be called least in the kingdom of heaven;

but whoever does them and teaches them

will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,

‘You shall not murder’;

and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’
22 But I say to you

that if you are angry with a brother or sister,

you will be liable to judgment;

and if you insult a brother or sister,

you will be liable to the council;

and if you say, ‘You fool,’

you will be liable to the hell of fire.

23 “So when you are offering your gift at the altar,

if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
24 leave your gift there before the altar and go;

first be reconciled to your brother or sister,

and then come and offer your gift.

25 “Come to terms quickly with your accuser

while the two of you are on the way to court,

or your accuser may hand you over to the judge,

and the judge to the guard,

and you will be thrown into prison.
26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out

until you have paid the last penny.

27 “You have heard that it was said,

‘You shall not commit adultery.’
28 But I say to you

that everyone who looks at a woman with lust

has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

29 “If your right eye causes you to sin,

tear it out and throw it away;

it is better for you to lose one of your members

than for your whole body to be thrown into hell.
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30 And if your right hand causes you to sin,

cut it off and throw it away;

it is better for you to lose one of your members

than for your whole body to go into hell.

31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife,

let him give her a certificate of divorce.’
32 But I say to you

that anyone who divorces his wife,

except on the ground of unchastity,

causes her to commit adultery;

and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

33 “Again, you have heard

that it was said to those of ancient times,

‘You shall not swear falsely,

but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’
34 But I say to you:

Do not swear at all,

either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,
35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool,

or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.
36 And do not swear by your head,

for you cannot make one hair white or black.
37 Let your word be ‘Yes,’ if ‘Yes,’ or ‘No,’, if ‘No’;

anything more than this comes from the evil one.”

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) Matthew 5.17, 20-24, 27-28, 33-34, 37++

You have heard what was said to those of ancient times;
but I say to you...

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

On the mountain, Jesus gathered his disciples around him

and he taught them, saying:
17 “Do not think that I have come

to abolish the law or the prophets;

I have come not to abolish but to fulfil.
20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,

you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,

‘You shall not murder’;

and ‘whoever murders shall be liable to judgment.’ ➣
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22 But I say to you

that if you are angry with a brother or sister,

you will be liable to judgment;

and if you insult a brother or sister,

you will be liable to the council;

and if you say, ‘You fool,’

you will be liable to the hell of fire.

23 “So when you are offering your gift at the altar,

if you remember that your brother or sister has something against you,
24 leave your gift there before the altar and go;

first be reconciled to your brother or sister,

and then come and offer your gift.

27 “You have heard that it was said,

‘You shall not commit adultery.’
28 But I say to you

that everyone who looks at a woman with lust

has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

33 “Again, you have heard

that it was said to those of ancient times,

‘You shall not swear falsely,

but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.’
34 But I say to you:

Do not swear at all,

either by heaven, for it is the throne of God,

37 Let your word be ‘Yes,’ if ‘Yes’ or ‘No,’ if ‘No’;

anything more than this comes from the evil one.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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79 SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Leviticus 19.1-2, 17-18

You shall love your neighbour as yourself.

A reading from the book of Leviticus.

1 The Lord spoke to Moses:
2 “Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel

and say to them:

‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.

17 “‘You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin;

you shall reprove your neighbour,

or you will incur guilt yourself.
18 You shall not take vengeance

or bear a grudge against any of your people,

but you shall love your neighbour as yourself:

I am the Lord.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 8+10, 12-13 (R.8)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.

3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

12 As far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 3.16-23

All things belong to you, and you belong to Christ,
and Christ belongs to God.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple

and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?
17 If anyone destroys God’s temple,

God will destroy that person.

For God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.

18 Do not deceive yourselves.

If you think that you are wise in this age,

you should become fools so that you may become wise.
19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.

For it is written,

“He catches the wise in their craftiness,”
20 and again,

“The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise,

that they are futile.”

21 So let no one boast about human leaders.

For all things are yours –
22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas,

or the world or life or death,

or the present or the future –

all belong to you,
23 and you belong to Christ,

and Christ belongs to God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See 1 John 2.5

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Whoever keeps the word of Christ,

grows perfect in the love of God.
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G O S P E L Matthew 5.38-48

Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

On the mountain, Jesus continued to teach his disciples.
38 “You have heard that it was said,

‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’
39 But I say to you,

Do not resist an evildoer.

But if anyone strikes you on the right cheek,

turn the other also;
40 and if anyone wants to sue you and take your coat,

give your cloak as well;
41 and if anyone forces you to go one mile,

go also the second mile.
42 Give to everyone who begs from you,

and do not refuse anyone who wants to borrow from you.

43 “You have heard that it was said,

‘You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.’
44 But I say to you,

Love your enemies

and pray for those who persecute you,
45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven;

for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good,

and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous.

46 “For if you love those who love you,

what reward do you have?

Do not even the tax collectors do the same?
47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters,

what more are you doing than others?

Do not even the Gentiles do the same?

48 “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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82 EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 49.13-15++

The Lord says: I will not forget you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord:
13 “Sing for joy, O heavens,

and exult, O earth:

break forth, O mountains, into singing!

For the Lord has comforted his people,

and will have compassion on his suffering ones.”

14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me,

my Lord has forgotten me.”

15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child,

or show no compassion for the child of her womb?

Even these may forget,

yet I will not forget you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 62.1-2, 5-6, 7-8 (R.1)

R. Rest in God alone, my soul.

1 For God alone my soul waits in silence;

from him comes my salvation.
2 He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress;

I shall never be shaken. R.

5 For God alone my soul waits in silence,

for my hope is from him.
6 He alone is my rock and my salvation, my fortress;

I shall not be shaken. R.

7 On God rests my deliverance and my honour;

my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.
8 Trust in him at all times, O people;

pour out your heart before him. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 4.1-5

The Lord will disclose the purposes of the heart.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

My brothers and sisters:
1 Think of us in this way,

as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.
2 Moreover, it is required of stewards

that they be found trustworthy.

3 But with me it is a very small thing

that I should be judged by you or by any human court.

I do not even judge myself.
4 I am not aware of anything against myself,

but I am not thereby acquitted.

It is the Lord who judges me.

5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time,

before the Lord comes,

who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness

and will disclose the purposes of the heart.

Then each one will receive commendation from God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Hebrews 4.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The word of God is living and active;

it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart.

G O S P E L Matthew 6.24-34

Do not worry about your life or tomorrow.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus taught his disciples, saying.
24 “No one can serve two masters;

for a slave will either hate the one and love the other,

or be devoted to the one and despise the other.

You cannot serve God and wealth. ➣
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25 “Therefore I tell you,

do not worry about your life,

what you will eat or what you will drink,

or about your body, what you will wear.

Is not life more than food,

and the body more than clothing?

26 “Look at the birds of the air;

they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,

and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.

Are you not of more value than they?
27 And can any of you by worrying

add a single hour to your span of life?

28 “And why do you worry about clothing?

Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;

they neither toil nor spin,
29 yet I tell you,

even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these.
30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field,

which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven,

will he not much more clothe you—

you of little faith?

31 “Therefore do not worry,

saying, ‘What will we eat?’

or ‘What will we drink?’

or ‘What will we wear?’
32 For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things;

and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.
33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness,

and all these things will be given to you as well.

34 “So do not worry about tomorrow,

for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.

Today’s trouble is enough for today.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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85 NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 10.12-13a; 11.18, 26-28, 32++

See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

12 Moses spoke to the people and said:

“So now, Israel,

what does the Lord your God require of you?

Only to fear the Lord your God

to walk in all his ways, to love him,

to serve the Lord your God

with all your heart and with all your soul,
13 and to keep the commandments of the Lord your God,

and his decrees that I am commanding you today,

for your own well-being.

18 “You shall put these words of mine in your heart and soul,

and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand,

and fix them as an emblem on your forehead.

26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse:
27 the blessing,

if you obey the commandments of the Lord your God

that I am commanding you today;
28 and the curse,

if you do not obey the commandments of the Lord your God,

but turn from the way that I am commanding you today,

to follow other gods that you have not known.

32 “You must diligently observe all the statutes and ordinances

that I am setting before you today.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 31.1-2a, 2b-3, 16+24 (R.2b)

R. Lord, be my rock of safety.

1 In you, O Lord, I seek refuge;

do not let me ever be put to shame;

in your righteousness deliver me.
2 Incline your ear to me; rescue me speedily. R.
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Be a rock of refuge for me,

a strong fortress to save me.
3 You are indeed my rock and my fortress;

for your name’s sake lead me and guide me. R.

16 Let your face shine upon your servant;

save me in your steadfast love.
24 Be strong, and let your heart take courage,

all you who wait for the Lord. R.

SECOND READING Romans 1.16-17; 3.20-26, 28++

A person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

16 I am not ashamed of the gospel;

it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith,

to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed

through faith for faith;

as it is written,

“The one who is righteous will live by faith.”
20 For “no human being will be justified in God’s sight”

by deeds prescribed by the law,

for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

21 But now, apart from law,

the righteousness of God has been disclosed,

and is attested by the law and the prophets,
22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ

for all who believe.

For there is no distinction,
23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift,

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement

by his blood, effective through faith.

He did this to show his righteousness,

because in his divine forbearance

he had passed over the sins previously committed;
26 it was to prove at the present time

that God himself is righteous

and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
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28 For we hold that a person is justified by faith

apart from works prescribed by the law.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 15.5

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the vine and you are the branches, says the Lord;

those who live in me, and I in them, will bear much fruit.

G O S P E L Matthew 7.21-27

The house built on rock and the house built on sand

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus went up the mountain with his disciples.

He sat down and began to teach them:
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’

will enter the kingdom of heaven,

but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
22 On that day many will say to me,

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name,

and cast out demons in your name,

and do many deeds of power in your name?’
23 Then I will declare to them,

‘I never knew you;

go away from me, you evildoers.’

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them

will be like a wise man who built his house on rock.
25 The rain fell, the floods came,

and the winds blew and beat on that house,

but it did not fall,

because it had been founded on rock.
26 And everyone who hears these words of mine

and does not act on them

will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
27 The rain fell, and the floods came,

and the winds blew and beat against that house,

and it fell—

and great was its fall!”

The gospel of the Lord.
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88 TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Hosea 6.3-6

I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice.

A reading from the book of the prophet Hosea.

Israel shall say:
3 “Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord;

his appearing is as sure as the dawn;

he will come to us like the showers,

like the spring rains that water the earth.”

“Hear the word of the Lord, O people of Israel:
4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?

What shall I do with you, O Judah?

Your love is like a morning cloud,

like the dew that goes away early.
5 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets,

I have killed them by the words of my mouth,

and my judgment goes forth as the light.
6 For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,

the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 50.1+8, 12-13, 14-15 (R.23)

R. To the upright I will show the saving power of God.

1 The mighty one, God the Lord, speaks and summons the earth

from the rising of the sun to its setting.
8 “Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke you;

your burnt offerings are continually before me.” R.

12 “If I were hungry, I would not tell you,

for the world and all that is in it is mine.
13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls,

or drink the blood of goats?” R.

14 “Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving,

and pay your vows to the Most High.
15 Call on me in the day of trouble;

I will deliver you, and you shall glorify me.” R.
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SECOND READING Romans 4.18-25

Abraham grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

18 Hoping against hope, Abraham believed

that he would become “the father of many nations,”

according to what was said,

“So numerous shall your descendants be.”
19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,

which was already as good as dead

(for he was about a hundred years old),

or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God,

but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,
21 being fully convinced that God was able to do

what he had promised.

22 Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
23 Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”

were written not for his sake alone,
24 but for ours also.

It will be reckoned to us who believe in God

who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses

and was raised for our justification.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor

and freedom to prisoners.
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G O S P E L Matthew 9.9-13

I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

9 As Jesus was walking along,

he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth;

and he said to him, “Follow me.”

And he got up and followed him.

10 And as he sat at dinner in the house,

many tax collectors and sinners came

and were sitting with him and his disciples.
11 When the Pharisees saw this,

they said to his disciples,

“Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

12 But when Jesus heard this, he said,

“Those who are well have no need of a physician,

but those who are sick.
13 Go and learn what this means,

‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’

For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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91 ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Exodus 19.1-6a

You shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

1 On the third month

after the Israelites had gone out of the land of Egypt

they came to the wilderness of Sinai.

2 They had journeyed from Rephidim,

entered the wilderness of Sinai,

and camped in the wilderness;

Israel camped there in front of the mountain.

3 Then Moses went up to God;

the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying,

“Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob,

and tell the Israelites:
4 ‘You have seen what I did to the Egyptians,

and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.
5 Now therefore, if you obey my voice and keep my covenant,

you shall be my treasured possession

out of all the peoples.

Indeed, the whole earth is mine,
6 but you shall be for me a priestly kingdom and a holy nation.’

“These are the words

that you shall speak to the Israelites.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 100.1-2, 3, 4, 5 (R.3c)

R. We are his people:

the sheep of his flock.

1 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Worship the Lord with gladness;

come into his presence with singing. R.

3 Know that the Lord is God.

It is he that made us, and we are his;

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. R.
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4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving,

and his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him, bless his name. R.

5 For the Lord is good;

his steadfast love endures forever,

and his faithfulness to all generations. R.

SECOND READING Romans 5.6-11

If we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,
much more surely will we be saved by his life.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

6 While we were still weak,

at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person.

Though perhaps for a good person

someone might actually dare to die.
8 But God proves his love for us

in that while we still were sinners

Christ died for us.
9 Much more surely then,

now that we have been justified by his blood,

will we be saved through him from the wrath of God.

10 For if while we were enemies,

we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,

much more surely, having been reconciled,

will we be saved by his life.
11 But more than that,

we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Mark 1.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The kingdom of God is near:

repent and believe the good news!
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G O S P E L Matthew 9.36 - 10.8

Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and sent them out
to proclaim the good news.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

36 When Jesus saw the crowds, he had compassion for them,

because they were harassed and helpless,

like sheep without a shepherd.
37 Then he said to his disciples,

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;
38 therefore ask the Lord of the harvest

to send out labourers into his harvest.”

1 Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples

and gave them authority over unclean spirits,

to cast them out,

and to cure every disease and every sickness.
2 These are the names of the twelve apostles:

first, Simon, also known as Peter, and his brother Andrew;

James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;
3 Philip and Bartholomew;

Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;

James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot,

the one who betrayed him.

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions:

“Go nowhere among the Gentiles,

and enter no town of the Samaritans,
6 but go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
7 As you go, proclaim the good news,

‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’
8 Cure the sick, raise the dead,

cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.

You received without payment;

give without payment.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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94 TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jeremiah 20.7, 10-13++

The Lord has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah cried out:
7 “O Lord, you have enticed me, and I was enticed;

you have overpowered me,

and you have prevailed.

I have become a laughingstock all day long;

everyone mocks me.
10 For I hear many whispering:

‘Terror is all around!

Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’

All my close friends

are watching for me to stumble.

‘Perhaps he can be enticed,

and we can prevail against him,

and take our revenge on him.’”

11 But the Lord is with me like a dread warrior;

therefore my persecutors will stumble,

and they will not prevail.

They will be greatly shamed,

for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonour

will never be forgotten.

12 “O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous,

you see the heart and the mind;

let me see your retribution upon them,

for to you I have committed my cause.

13 “Sing to the Lord;

praise the Lord!

For he has delivered the life of the needy

from the hands of evildoers.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 69.7-9, 13+16, 32-33, 35ab+36 (R.13)

R. Lord, in your great love, answer me.

7 It is for your sake that I have borne reproach,

that shame has covered my face.
8 I have become a stranger to my kindred,

an alien to my mother’s children.
9 It is zeal for your house that has consumed me;

the insults of those who insult you have fallen on me. R.

13 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.

At an acceptable time, O God,

in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.

With your steadfast help, rescue me.
16 Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;

according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. R.

32 Let the oppressed see it and be glad;

you who seek God, let your hearts revive.
33 For the Lord hears the needy,

and does not despise his own that are in bonds.
34 Let heaven and earth praise him,

the seas and everything that moves in them. R.

SECOND READING Romans 5.12-15

The free gift is not like the trespass.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

12 Just as sin came into the world through one man,

and death came through sin,

so death spread to all because all have sinned.

13 Sin was indeed in the world before the law,

but sin is not reckoned when there is no law.
14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses,

even over those whose sins were not like

the transgression of Adam,

who is a type of the one who was to come.

15 But the free gift is not like the trespass.

For if the many died through the one man’s trespass,

much more surely have the grace of God

and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,

abounded for the many.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 15.26, 27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Spirit of truth will bear witness to me, says the Lord,

and you also will be my witnesses.

G O S P E L Matthew 10.26-33

Do not fear those who kill the body.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus summoned the twelve

and sent them out with the following instructions:
26 “Have no fear;

for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered,

and nothing secret that will not become known.
27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light;

and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops.

28 “Do not fear those who kill the body

but cannot kill the soul;

rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?

Yet not one of them will fall to the ground

apart from your Father.
30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted.
31 So do not be afraid;

you are of more value than many sparrows.

32 “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others,

I also will acknowledge before my Father in heaven;
33 but whoever denies me before others,

I also will deny before my Father in heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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97 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4.8-12a, 14-17++

This man is a holy man of God. He can stay here
whenever he comes to us.

A reading from the second book of Kings.

8 One day Elisha was passing through Shunem,

where a wealthy woman lived,

who urged him to have a meal.

So whenever he passed that way,

he would stop there for a meal.
9 She said to her husband,

“Look, I am sure that this man who regularly passes our way

is a holy man of God.
10 Let us make a small roof chamber with walls,

and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp,

so that he can stay there whenever he comes to us.”

11 One day when Elisha came there,

he went up to the chamber and lay down there.
12 He said to his servant Gehazi,
14 “What then may be done for the woman?”

Gehazi answered,

“Well, she has no son, and her husband is old.”
15 Elisha said, “Call her.”

When the servant had called her, she stood at the door.
16 Elisha said,

“At this season, in due time, you shall embrace a son.”

She replied, “No, my lord, O man of God;

do not deceive your servant.”

17 The woman conceived and bore a son at that season, in due time,

as Elisha had declared to her.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.1-2, 15-16, 17-18, (R.1a)

R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;

with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;

your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. R.

15 Happy are the people who know the festal shout,

who walk, O Lord, in the light of your countenance;
16 they exult in your name all day long,

and extol your righteousness. R.

17 For you are the glory of their strength;

by your favour our horn is exalted.
18 For our shield belongs to the Lord,

our king to the Holy One of Israel. R.

SECOND READING Romans 6.3-4, 8-11

We have been buried with Christ Jesus by baptism into death,
so we too might walk in newness of life.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

My brothers and sisters:
3 Do you not know

that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus

were baptized into his death?
4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death,

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead

by the glory of the Father,

so we too might walk in newness of life.

8 But if we have died with Christ,

we believe that we will also live with him.
9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead,

will never die again;

death no longer has dominion over him.
10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all;

but the life he lives, he lives to God.

11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin

and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See 1 Peter 2.9

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people.

Praise God who called you out of darkness and into his marvellous light.

G O S P E L Matthew 10.37-42

Whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me.
Whoever welcomes you welcomes me.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus called the twelve to him

and sent them out with the following instructions:
37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me

is not worthy of me;

and whoever loves son or daughter more than me

is not worthy of me;
38 and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me

is not worthy of me.
39 Those who find their life will lose it,

and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

40 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me,

and whoever welcomes me

welcomes the one who sent me.
41 Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet

will receive a prophet’s reward;

and whoever welcomes a righteous person

in the name of a righteous person

will receive the reward of the righteous;
42 and whoever gives even a cup of cold water

to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—

truly I tell you,

none of these will lose their reward.”

The gospel of the Lord.



496 YEAR A 

100 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Zechariah 9.9-10

Lo, your king comes to you, humble and riding on a donkey.

A reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah.

9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!

Lo, your king comes to you;

triumphant and victorious is he,

humble and riding on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

10 He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

and the war horse from Jerusalem;

and the warrior’s bow shall be cut off,

and he shall command peace to the nations;

his dominion shall be from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13cd-14 (R.1b)

R. I will praise your name for ever,

my king and my God.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 I will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day I will bless you,

and praise your name forever and ever. R.

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made. R.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and tell of your power. R.
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13 The Lord is faithful in all his words,

and gracious in all his deeds.
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling,

and raises up all who are bowed down. R.

SECOND READING Romans 8.9, 11-13

If by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
you will live.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

My sisters and brothers,
9 you are not in the flesh;

you are in the Spirit,

since the Spirit of God dwells in you.

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ

does not belong to him.

11 If the Spirit of God who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,

he who raised Christ from the dead

will give life to your mortal bodies also

through his Spirit that dwells in you.

12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors,

not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.
13 For if you live according to the flesh,

you will die;

but if by the Spirit

you put to death the deeds of the body,

you will live.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
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G O S P E L Matthew 11.25-30

I am gentle and humble in heart.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

25 At that time Jesus said,

“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

because you have hidden these things

from the wise and the intelligent

and have revealed them to infants;
26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.”

Then, turning to his disciples, Jesus said:
27 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father;

and no one knows the Son except the Father,

and no one knows the Father except the Son

and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me, all you that are weary

and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;

for I am gentle and humble in heart,

and you will find rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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103 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 55.10-11

The rain makes the earth bring forth and sprout.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord:
10 “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;

it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,

and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 65.9abcd, 9e-10, 11-12, 13 (R. Lk 8.8)

R. Your word, O Lord, brings forth life.++

or: The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest

9 You visit the earth and water it,

you greatly enrich it;

the river of God is full of water;

you provide the people with grain. R.

For so you have prepared the earth:
10 you water its furrows abundantly,

settling its ridges, softening it with showers,

and blessing its growth. R.

11 You crown the year with your bounty;

your pathways overflow with richness.
12 The pastures of the wilderness overflow,

the hills gird themselves with joy. R.

13 The meadows clothe themselves with flocks,

the valleys deck themselves with grain,

they shout and sing together for joy. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 8.18-23

Creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

18 I consider that the sufferings of this present time

are not worth comparing with the glory

about to be revealed to us.
19 For the creation waits with eager longing

for the revealing of the children of God;
20 for the creation was subjected to futility,

not of its own will

but by the will of the one who subjected it,
21 in hope that the creation itself

will be set free from its bondage to decay

and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

22 We know that the whole creation

has been groaning in labour pains until now;
23 and not only the creation,

but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit,

groan inwardly while we wait for adoption,

the redemption of our bodies.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 8.11

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;

all who come to him will live for ever.
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G O S P E L Matthew 13.1-23

Listen: A sower went out to sow.

The shorter reading (1-9) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.
2 Such great crowds gathered around him

that he got into a boat and sat there,

while the whole crowd stood on the beach.
3 And he told them many things in parables.

“Listen! A sower went out to sow.
4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path,

and the birds came and ate them up.
5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground,

where they did not have much soil,

and they sprang up quickly,

since they had no depth of soil.
6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched;

and since they had no root, they withered away.
7 Other seeds fell among thorns,

and the thorns grew up and choked them.
8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain,

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.
9 Let anyone with ears listen!”*

10 Then the disciples came and asked Jesus,

“Why do you speak to them in parables?”
11 He answered,

“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven,

but to them it has not been given.
12 For to those who have, more will be given,

and they will have an abundance;

but from those who have nothing,

even what they have will be taken away.

13 “The reason I speak to them in parables

is that ‘seeing they do not perceive,

and hearing they do not listen, nor do they understand.’
14 With them indeed is fulfilled

the prophecy of Isaiah that says:

‘You will indeed listen, but never understand,

and you will indeed look, but never perceive. ➣
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15 For this people’s heart has grown dull,

and their ears are hard of hearing,

and they have shut their eyes;

so that they might not look with their eyes,

and listen with their ears,

and understand with their heart and turn—

and I would heal them.’

16 “But blessed are your eyes, for they see,

and your ears, for they hear.
17 Truly I tell you,

many prophets and righteous people

longed to see what you see, but did not see it,

and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower.
19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom

and does not understand it,

the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart;

this is what was sown on the path.
20 As for what was sown on rocky ground,

this is the one who hears the word

and immediately receives it with joy;
21 yet such a person has no root,

but endures only for a while,

and when trouble or persecution arises

on account of the word,

that person immediately falls away.
22 As for what was sown among thorns,

this is the one who hears the word,

but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth

choke the word, and it yields nothing.

23 “But as for what was sown on good soil,

this is the one who hears the word and understands it,

who indeed bears fruit

and yields, in one case a hundredfold,

in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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106 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 12.13, 16-19

You have filled your children with good hope,
because you give repentance for sins.

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

13 There is no god besides you, Lord,

whose care is for all people,

to whom you should prove that you have not judged unjustly.

16 For your strength is the source of righteousness,

and your sovereignty over all causes you to spare all.
17 For you show your strength

when people doubt the completeness of your power,

and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it.
18 Although you are sovereign in strength,

you judge with mildness,

and with great forbearance you govern us;

for you have power to act whenever you choose.

19 Through such works you have taught your people

that the righteous must be kind,

and you have filled your children with good hope,

because you give repentance for sins.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 86.5-6, 9-10, 15-16 (R.5)

R. Lord, you are good and forgiving.

5 You, O Lord, are good and forgiving,

abounding in steadfast love to all who call on you.
6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;

listen to my cry of supplication. R.

9 All the nations you have made shall come

and bow down before you, O Lord,

and shall glorify your name.
10 For you are great and do wondrous things;

you alone are God. R.

15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me.

Give your strength to your servant. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 8.26-27

The Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness;

for we do not know how to pray as we ought,

but that very Spirit intercedes

with sighs too deep for words.

27 And God, who searches the heart,

knows what is the mind of the Spirit,

because the Spirit intercedes for the saints

according to the will of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.

G O S P E L Matthew 13.24-43

Let both of them grow together until the harvest.

The shorter reading (13.24-33) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

24 Jesus put before the crowds a parable:

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared

to someone who sowed good seed in his field;
25 but while everybody was asleep,

an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away.

26 “So when the plants came up and bore grain,

then the weeds appeared as well.
27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him,

‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field?

Where, then, did these weeds come from?’
28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’

The slaves said to him,

‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’
29 But he replied, ‘No;

for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.
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30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest;

and at harvest time I will tell the reapers,

Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned,

but gather the wheat into my barn.’”

31 Jesus put before them another parable:

“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed

that someone took and sowed in his field;
32 it is the smallest of all the seeds,

but when it has grown

it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree,

so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

33 He told them another parable:

“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast

that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour

until all of it was leavened.”*
34 Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables;

without a parable he told them nothing.
35 This was to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet:

“I will open my mouth to speak in parables;

I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.”

36 Then Jesus left the crowds and went into the house.

And his disciples approached him, saying,

“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”
37 He answered,

“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man;
38 the field is the world,

and the good seed are the children of the kingdom;

the weeds are the children of the evil one,
39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil;

the harvest is the end of the age,

and the reapers are angels.

40 “Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire,

so will it be at the end of the age.
41 The Son of Man will send his angels,

and they will collect out of his kingdom

all causes of sin and all evildoers,
42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire,

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.
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109 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3.5-12++

You have asked for an understanding mind.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night;

and God said, “Ask what I should give you.”
6 And Solomon said,

“You have shown great and steadfast love

to your servant my father David,

because he walked before you in faithfulness,

in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you;

and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love,

and have given him a son to sit on his throne today.

7 “And now, O Lord my God,

you have made your servant king in place of my father David,

although I am only a little child;

I do not know how to go out or come in.
8 And your servant is in the midst of the people 

whom you have chosen, a great people,

so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted.

9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind

to govern your people,

able to discern between good and evil;

for who can govern this, your great people?”

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.
11 God said to him,

“Because you have asked this,

and have not asked for yourself long life or riches,

or for the life of your enemies,

but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,
12 I now do according to your word.

Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind;

no one like you has been before you

and no one like you shall arise after you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 119.57+72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 (R.97)

R. Lord, I love your commands.

57 The Lord is my portion;

I promise to keep your words.
72 The law of your mouth is better to me

than thousands of gold and silver pieces. R.

76 Let your steadfast love become my comfort

according to your promise to your servant.
77 Let your mercy come to me, that I may live;

for your law is my delight. R.

127 Truly I love your commandments more than gold,

more than fine gold.
128 Truly I direct my steps by all your precepts;

I hate every false way. R.

129 Your decrees are wonderful;

therefore my soul keeps them.
130 The unfolding of your words gives light;

it imparts understanding to the simple. R.

SECOND READING Romans 8.28-30

God predestined us to be conformed to the image of his Son.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

28 We know that all things work together for good

for those who love God,

who are called according to his purpose.

29 For those whom God foreknew

he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son,

in order that he might be the firstborn

among many brothers and sisters.

30 And those whom God predestined he also called;

and those whom he called he also justified;

and those whom he justified he also glorified.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 11.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom.
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G O S P E L Matthew 13.44-52

Anyone who finds a treasure in a field, sells all and buys that field.

The shorter reading (44-48) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus spoke to his disciples:
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,

which someone found and hid;

then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has

and buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant

in search of fine pearls;
46 on finding one pearl of great value,

he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net

that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind;
48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down,

and put the good into baskets

but threw out the bad.*
49 “So it will be at the end of the age.

The angels will come out

and separate the evil from the righteous
50 and throw them into the furnace of fire,

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all this?”

They answered, “Yes.”
52 And he said to them,

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven

is like the master of a household

who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 1 2 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 55.1-3

Come, buy and eat!

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says this:
1 “Everyone who thirsts,

come to the waters;

and you that have no money,

come, buy and eat!

Come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price.

2 “Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,

and your labour for that which does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,

and delight yourselves in rich food.

3 “Incline your ear, and come to me;

listen, so that you may live.

I will make with you an everlasting covenant,

my steadfast, sure love for David.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.8-9, 15-16, 17-18 (R.16)

R. You open your hand to feed us, Lord;

you answer all our needs.

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made. R.

15 The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open your hand,

satisfying the desire of every living thing. R.

17 The Lord is just in all his ways,

and kind in all his doings.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 8.35, 37-39

Nothing in all creation will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ?

Will hardship, or distress, or persecution,

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors

through him who loved us.

38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,

nor angels, nor rulers,

nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,

will be able to separate us

from the love of God

in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.4

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
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G O S P E L Matthew 14.13-21

All ate and were filled.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

13 When Jesus heard that Herod had beheaded John the Baptist,

he withdrew in a boat to a deserted place by himself.

But when the crowds heard it,

they followed him on foot from the towns.
14 When he went ashore, Jesus saw a great crowd;

and he had compassion for them and cured their sick.

15 When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said,

“This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late;

send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages

and buy food for themselves.”
16 Jesus said to them,

“They need not go away;

you give them something to eat.”
17 They replied,

“We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish.”
18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.”

19 Then Jesus ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.

Taking the five loaves and the two fish,

he looked up to heaven,

and blessed and broke the loaves,

and gave them to the disciples,

and the disciples gave them to the crowds.

20 And all ate and were filled;

and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces,

twelve baskets full.
21 And those who ate were about five thousand men,

besides women and children.

The gospel of the Lord.
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115 NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19.9, 11-13

Go and stand on the mountain before the Lord.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God,
9 he came to a cave, and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying,
11 “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord,

for the Lord is about to pass by.”

Now there was a great wind,

so strong that it was splitting mountains

and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord,

but the Lord was not in the wind;

and after the wind an earthquake,

but the Lord was not in the earthquake;
12 and after the earthquake a fire,

but the Lord was not in the fire;

and after the fire a sound of sheer silence.

13 When Elijah heard it,

he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out

and stood at the entrance of the cave.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85.8ab+9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.7)

R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people.
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land. R.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.
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12 The Lord will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps. R.

SECOND READING Romans 9.1-5

I could wish that I myself were cut off from Christ
for the sake of my own people.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

1 I am speaking the truth in Christ.

I am not lying;

my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit.
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.

3 For I could wish that I myself were accursed

and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people,

my kindred according to the flesh.
4 They are Israelites,

and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants,

the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises;
5 to them belong the patriarchs,

and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah,

who is over all,

God be blessed forever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Psalm 130.5

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I hope in the Lord,

I trust in his word.
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G O S P E L Matthew 14.22-33

Lord, command me to come to you on the water.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Immediately after feeding the crowd

with the five loaves and two fish,
22 Jesus made the disciples get into the boat

and go on ahead to the other side,

while he dismissed the crowds.
23 And after he had dismissed the crowds,

he went up the mountain by himself to pray.

When evening came, he was there alone,
24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,

was far from the land,

for the wind was against them.

25 And early in the morning

Jesus came walking toward them on the sea.
26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,

they were terrified, saying,

“It is a ghost!”

And they cried out in fear.
27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,

“Take heart, it is I;

do not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you,

command me to come to you on the water.”
29 Jesus said, “Come.”

So Peter got out of the boat,

started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus.
30 But when he noticed the strong wind,

he became frightened, and beginning to sink,

he cried out, “Lord, save me!”

31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,

saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”
32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
33 And those in the boat worshipped him, saying,

“Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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118 TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 56.1, 6-7

To my holy mountain I will bring the foreigners
who join themselves to the Lord.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Thus says the Lord:

“Maintain justice, and do what is right,

for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed.

6 “And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord,

to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord,

and to be his servants,

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,

and hold fast my covenant—
7 these I will bring to my holy mountain,

and make them joyful in my house of prayer;

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices

will be accepted on my altar;

for my house shall be called a house of prayer

for all peoples.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 67.1-2, 4-5, 6-7 (R.4-5)

R. O God, let all the nations praise you!

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us

and make his face to shine upon us,
2 that your way may be known upon earth,

your saving power among all nations. R.

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity

and guide the nations upon earth.
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you. R.

6 The earth has yielded its increase;

God, our God, has blessed us.
7 May God continue to bless us;

let all the ends of the earth revere him. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 11.13-15, 29-32

God’s gifts and calling to Israel are irrevocable.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

13 Now I am speaking to you Gentiles.

Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles,

I glorify my ministry
14 in order to make my own people jealous,

and thus save some of them.
15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world,

what will their acceptance be but life from the dead!

29 The gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.
30 Just as you were once disobedient to God

but have now received mercy because of their disobedience,
31 so they have now been disobedient

in order that, by the mercy shown to you,

they too may now receive mercy.
32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience

so that he may be merciful to all.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom

and healed all who were sick.
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G O S P E L Matthew 15.21-28

Woman, great is your faith!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

21 Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.
22 A Canaanite woman from that region came out,

and started shouting,

“Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David;

my daughter is tormented by a demon.”
23 But he did not answer her at all.

And his disciples came and urged him, saying,

“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”
24 He answered,

“I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”

25 But the woman came and knelt before him,

saying, “Lord, help me.”
26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food

and throw it to the dogs.”
27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs

that fall from their masters’ table.”

28 Then Jesus answered her,

“Woman, great is your faith!

Let it be done for you as you wish.”

And her daughter was healed instantly.

The gospel of the Lord.
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121 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 22.15,19-23

I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord God of hosts:
15 “Go to the steward, to Shebna,

who is master of the household, and say to him:

19 “I will thrust you from your office,

and you will be pulled down from your post.
20 On that day I will call my servant Eliakim son of Hilkiah,
21 and will clothe him with your robe and bind your sash on him.

I will commit your authority to his hand,

and he shall be a father

to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.

22 “I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David;

he shall open, and no one shall shut;

he shall shut, and no one shall open.
23 I will fasten him like a peg in a secure place,

and he will become a throne of honour to his ancestral house.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 138.1-2a, 2b-3, 6+8b (R.8b)

R. Lord, your love is eternal;

do not forsake the work of your hands.

1 I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart;

before the gods I sing your praise;
2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name

for your steadfast love and your faithfulness. R.

For you have exalted your name

and your word above everything.
3 On the day I called, you answered me,

you increased my strength of soul. R.

6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly;

but the haughty he perceives from far away.
8 Your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.

Do not forsake the work of your hands. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 11.33-36

All things are from Christ and through him and for him.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

33 O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are his judgments

and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord?

Or who has been his counsellor?”
35 “Or who has given a gift to him,

to receive a gift in return?”
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things.

To him be the glory forever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 16.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my Church;

the gates of hell will not hold out against it.

G O S P E L Matthew 16.13-20

You are Peter. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,

he asked his disciples,

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist,

but others Elijah,

and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15 He said to them,

“But who do you say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered,

“You are the Messiah,

the Son of the living God.”

17 And Jesus answered him,

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,

but my Father in heaven. ➣



520 YEAR A 

18 And I tell you, you are Peter,

and on this rock I will build my church,

and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,

and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

20 Then Jesus sternly ordered the disciples

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.

The gospel of the Lord.
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124 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jeremiah 20.7-9

The word of the Lord has become for me reproach
and derision all day long.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah cried out to the Lord:
7 “O Lord, you have enticed me,

and I was enticed;

you have overpowered me,

and you have prevailed.

I have become a laughingstock all day long;

everyone mocks me.
8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out,

I must shout, ‘Violence and destruction!’

For the word of the Lord has become for me

a reproach and derision all day long.

9 “If I say, ‘I will not mention him,

or speak any more in his name,’

then within me there is something like a burning fire

shut up in my bones;

I am weary with holding it in,

and I cannot.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 63.1, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 (R.1a)

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

1 O God, you are my God, I seek you,

my soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you,

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. R.

2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,

beholding your power and glory.
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life,

my lips will praise you. R.
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4 So I will bless you as long as I live;

I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips. R.

7 For you have been my help,

and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
8 My soul clings to you;

your right hand upholds me. R.

SECOND READING Romans 12.1-2

Present your bodies as a living sacrifice.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

1 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,

by the mercies of God,

to present your bodies as a living sacrifice,

holy and acceptable to God,

which is your spiritual worship.
2 Do not be conformed to this world,

but be transformed by the renewing of your minds,

so that you may discern what is the will of God—

what is good and acceptable and perfect.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart,

that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.
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G O S P E L Matthew 16.21-27

If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus sternly warned his disciples

not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
21 From that time on,

Jesus began to show his disciples

that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering

at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes,

and be killed,

and on the third day be raised.

22 And Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him, saying,

“God forbid it, Lord!

This must never happen to you.”
23 But he turned and said to Peter,

“Get behind me, Satan!

You are a stumbling block to me;

for you are setting your mind not on divine things

but on human things.”

24 Then Jesus told his disciples,

“If any want to become my followers,

let them deny themselves

and take up their cross and follow me.
25 For those who want to save their life will lose it,

and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.
26 For what will it profit them

if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life?

Or what will they give in return for their life?

27 “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels

in the glory of his Father,

and then he will repay everyone for what has been done.”

The gospel of the Lord.



524 YEAR A 

127 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Ezekiel 33.7-9

If you do not speak to warn the wicked,
I will require their blood at your hand.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

The word of the Lord came to me:
7 “So you, O mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;

whenever you hear a word from my mouth,

you shall give them warning from me.

8 “If I say to the wicked,

‘O wicked ones, you shall surely die,’

and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways,

the wicked shall die in their iniquity,

but their blood I will require at your hand.

9 “But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways,

and they do not turn from their ways,

the wicked shall die in their iniquity,

but you will have saved your life.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 95.1-2, 6-7ab, 7c-9 (R.7c+8a)

R. If today you hear God’s voice,

harden not your hearts.

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! R.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand. R.

O that today you would listen to his voice!
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9 when your ancestors tested me,

and put me to the proof,

though they had seen my work. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 13.8-10

Love is the fulfilling of the law.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another;

for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law.

9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery;

You shall not murder;

You shall not steal;

You shall not covet”;

and any other commandment,

are summed up in this word,

“Love your neighbour as yourself.”

10 Love does no wrong to a neighbour;

therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See 2 Corinthians 5.19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;

and the good news of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.

G O S P E L Matthew 18.15-20

If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus spoke to his disciples.
15 “If your brother or sister sins against you,

go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.

If the brother or sister listens to you,

you have regained that one.
16 But if you are not listened to,

take one or two others along with you,

so that every word may be confirmed

by the evidence of two or three witnesses.
17 If the brother or sister refuses to listen to them,

tell it to the church;

and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,

let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. ➣
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18 “Truly I tell you,

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.
19 Again, truly I tell you,

if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask,

it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.
20 For where two or three are gathered in my name,

I am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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130 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Sirach 27.30 - 28.7

Forgive your neighbour the wrong that is done,
and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

30 Anger and wrath, these are abominations,

yet a sinner holds on to them.
1 The vengeful will face the Lord’s vengeance,

for he keeps a strict account of their sins.
2 Forgive your neighbour the wrong that is done,

and then your sins will be pardoned when you pray.

3 Does anyone harbour anger against an other,

and expect healing from the Lord?
4 If one has no mercy toward an other like oneself,

can one then seek pardon for one’s own sins?
5 If a mere mortal harbours wrath,

who will make an atoning sacrifice for that one’s sins?

6 Remember the end of your life,

and set enmity aside;

remember corruption and death,

and be true to the commandments.
7 Remember the commandments,

and do not be angry with your neighbour;

remember the covenant of the Most High,

and overlook faults.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 (R.8)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful;

slow to anger, and rich in compassion.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.
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3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

9 He will not always accuse,

nor will he keep his anger forever.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

11 For as the heavens are high above the earth,

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;
12 as far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us. R.

SECOND READING Romans 14.7-9

Whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

My brothers and sisters,
7 we do not live to ourselves,

and we do not die to ourselves.
8 If we live, we live to the Lord,

and if we die, we die to the Lord;

so then, whether we live or whether we die,

we are the Lord’s.
9 For to this end Christ died and lived again,

so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 13.34

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I give you a new commandment:

love one another as I have loved you.

G O S P E L Matthew 18.21-35

Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

21 Peter came and said to Jesus,

“Lord, a brother or sister sins against me,

how often should I forgive?

As many as seven times?”
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22 Jesus said to him,

“Not seven times,

but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.

23 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king

who wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
24 When he began the reckoning,

one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him;
25 and, as he could not pay,

his lord ordered him to be sold,

together with his wife and children and all his possessions,

and payment to be made.
26 So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying,

‘Have patience with me,

and I will pay you everything.’
27 The lord of that slave released him

and forgave him the debt.

28 “But that same slave, as he went out,

came upon one of his fellow slaves

who owed him a hundred denarii;

and seizing him by the throat, he said,

‘Pay what you owe.’
29 Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him,

‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’
30 But he refused;

then he went and threw him into prison

until he would pay the debt.

31 “When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,

they were greatly distressed,

and they went and reported to their lord

all that had taken place.
32 Then his lord summoned him and said to him,

‘You wicked slave!

I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.
33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave,

as I had mercy on you?’
34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured

until he would pay his entire debt.

35 “So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you,

if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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133 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 55.6-9

The Lord says: My thoughts are not your thoughts.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

6 Seek the Lord while he may be found,

call upon him while he is near;
7 let the wicked forsake their way,

and the unrighteous their thoughts;

let them return to the Lord,

that he may have mercy on them,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,

so are my ways higher than your ways

and my thoughts than your thoughts.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.2-3, 8-9, 17-18 (R.18)

R. The Lord is near to all who call on him.

2 Every day I will bless you,

and praise your name forever and ever.
3 Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

his greatness is unsearchable. R.

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made. R.

17 The Lord is just in all his ways,

and kind in all his doings.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth. R.
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SECOND READING Philippians 1.20-24, 27

To me, living is Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

My brothers and sisters:
20 It is my eager expectation and hope

that I will not be put to shame in any way,

but that by my speaking with all boldness,

Christ will be exalted now as always in my body,

whether by life or by death.

21 For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain.
22 If I am to live in the flesh,

that means fruitful labour for me;

and I do not know which I prefer.
23 I am hard pressed between the two:

my desire is to depart and be with Christ,

for that is far better;
24 but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you.

27 Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ,

so that, whether I come and see you

or am absent and hear about you,

I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit,

striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Acts 16.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Open our hearts, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.

G O S P E L Matthew 20.1-16

Are you envious because I am generous?

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples.
1 “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner

who went out early in the morning

to hire labourers for his vineyard. ➣



532 YEAR A 

2 After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage,

he sent them into his vineyard.
3 When he went out about nine o’clock,

he saw others standing idle in the marketplace;
4 and he said to them,

‘You also go into the vineyard,

and I will pay you whatever is right.’

So they went.

5 “When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock,

he did the same.
6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing around;

and he said to them,
‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’

7 They said to him,

‘Because no one has hired us.’

He said to them,

‘You also go into the vineyard.’

8 “When evening came,

the owner of the vineyard said to his manager,

‘Call the labourers and give them their pay,

beginning with the last and then going to the first.’
9 When those hired about five o’clock came,

each of them received the usual daily wage.
10 Now when the first came,

they thought they would receive more;

but each of them also received the usual daily wage.
11 And when they received it,

they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
12 ‘These last worked only one hour,

and you have made them equal to us

who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’
13 But he replied to one of them,

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong;

did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?
14 Take what belongs to you and go;

I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.
15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose

with what belongs to me?

Or are you envious because I am generous?’

16 “So the last will be first,

and the first will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.



TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME533

1 3 6 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18.25-28

When the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed,
they shall save their life.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

The Lord says this:

“You object, O House of Israel!
25 You say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’

Hear now, O house of Israel:

Is my way unfair?

Is it not your ways that are unfair?

26 “When the righteous turn away from their righteousness

and commit iniquity,

they shall die for it;

for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die.

27 “Again, when the wicked turn away

from the wickedness they have committed

and do what is lawful and right,

they shall save their life.
28 Because they considered and turned away

from all the transgressions that they had committed,

they shall surely live;

they shall not die.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 25.4-5a, 6+7b, 8-9 (R.6)

R. Remember your mercies, O Lord.

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation. R.

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,

for they have been from of old.
7 According to your steadfast love remember me,

for the sake of your goodness, O Lord! R.
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8 Good and upright is the Lord;

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 2.1-11

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.

The shorter version (1-5) ends at the asterisk.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

1 If there is any encouragement in Christ,

any consolation from love,

any sharing in the Spirit,

any compassion and sympathy,
2 then make my joy complete:

be of the same mind,

having the same love,

being in full accord and of one mind.
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,

but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests,

but to the interests of others.

5 Let the same mind be in you

that was in Christ Jesus,*
6 who, though he was in the form of God,

did not regard equality with God

as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,

taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death—

even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God highly exalted him and gave him the name

that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
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11 and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;

I know them, and they follow me.

G O S P E L Matthew 21.28-32

The son changed his mind and went.
The tax collectors and the prostitutes are going

into the kingdom of heaven ahead of you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

When Jesus entered the temple,

the chief priests and elders of the people came to him

as he was teaching, and challenged his authority.

So Jesus asked them this question.
28 “What do you think?

A man had two sons;

he went to the first and said,

‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’
29 He answered, ‘I will not’;

but later he changed his mind and went.
30 The father went to the second and said the same;

and he answered, ‘I am going, sir’;

but he did not go.
31 “Which of the two did the will of his father?”

They said, “The first.”

Jesus said to them,

“Truly I tell you,

the tax collectors and the prostitutes

are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness

and you did not believe him,

but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him;

and even after you saw it,

you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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139 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 5.1-7

The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Let me sing for my beloved

my love song concerning his vineyard:

“My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,

and planted it with choice vines;

he built a watchtower in the midst of it,

and hewed out a wine vat in it;

he expected it to yield grapes,

but it yielded wild grapes.

3 “And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,

judge between me and my vineyard.
4 What more was there to do for my vineyard

that I have not done in it?

When I expected it to yield grapes,

why did it yield wild grapes?

5 “And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.

I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;

I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
6 I will make it a waste;

it shall not be pruned or hoed,

and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;

I will also command the clouds

that they rain no rain upon it.
7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,

and the people of Judah are his pleasant planting;

he expected justice, but saw bloodshed;

righteousness, but heard a cry!”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 80.8+11, 12-13, 14-15, 18-19 (R. Isa 5.7)

R. The vineyard of the Lord is the house of Israel.

8 You brought a vine out of Egypt;

you drove out the nations and planted it.
11 It sent out its branches to the sea,

and its shoots to the River. R.

12 Why then have you broken down its walls,

so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?
13 The boar from the forest ravages it,

and all that move in the field feed on it. R.

14 Turn again, O God of hosts;

look down from heaven, and see;

have regard for this vine,
15 the stock that your right hand planted. R.

18 Then we will never turn back from you;

give us life, and we will call on your name.
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;

let your face shine, that we may be saved. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 4.6-9

Keep on doing these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

6 Do not worry about anything,

but in everything let your requests be made known to God

by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving.
7 And the peace of God,

which surpasses all understanding,

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, beloved,

whatever is true, whatever is honourable,

whatever is just, whatever is pure,

whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable,

if there is any excellence

and if there is anything worthy of praise,

think about these things.
9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned

and received and heard and seen in me,

and the God of peace will be with you.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 15.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I have chosen you from the world, says the Lord,

to go and bear fruit that will last.

G O S P E L Matthew 21.33-43

The landowner will lease the vineyard to other tenants.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people:
33 “Listen to another parable.

There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,

put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it,

and built a watchtower.

Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country.

34 “When the harvest time had come,

he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce.
35 But the tenants seized his slaves

and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first;

and they treated them in the same way.

37 “Finally he sent his son to them, saying,

‘They will respect my son.’
38 But when the tenants saw the son,

they said to themselves,

‘This is the heir;

come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.’
39 So they seized him,

threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

40 “Now when the owner of the vineyard comes,

what will he do to those tenants?”
41 They said to him,

“He will put those wretches to a miserable death,

and lease the vineyard to other tenants

who will give him the produce at the harvest time.”

42 Jesus said to them,

“Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;

this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?
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43 Therefore I tell you,

the kingdom of God will be taken away from you

and given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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142 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 25.6-10a

The Lord will make a feast of rich food,
and wipe away the tears from all faces.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,

of rich food filled with marrow,

of well-aged wines strained clear.

7 And he will destroy on this mountain

the shroud that is cast over all peoples,

the sheet that is spread over all nations;

he will swallow up death forever.
8 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,

and the disgrace of his people

he will take away from all the earth,

for the Lord has spoken.

9 It will be said on that day,

Lo, this is our God;

we have waited for him, so that he might save us.

This is the Lord for whom we have waited;

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
10 For the hand of the Lord will rest on this mountain.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.6cd)

R. I shall live in the house of the Lord

all the days of my life.

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.
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5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord

my whole life long. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 4.10-14, 19-20++

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

10 I rejoice in the Lord greatly

that now at last you have revived your concern for me;

indeed, you were concerned for me,

but had no opportunity to show it.
11 Not that I am referring to being in need;

for I have learned to be content with whatever I have.

12 I know what it is to have little,

and I know what it is to have plenty.

In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret

of being well-fed and of going hungry,

of having plenty and of being in need.

13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.
14 In any case, it was kind of you to share my distress.

19 My God will fully satisfy every need of yours

according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
20 To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, enlighten the eyes of our heart,

that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.
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G O S P E L Matthew 22.1-14

Invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.

The shorter version (1-10) ends with the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 Once more Jesus spoke to the chief priests and Pharisees in parables:
2 “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king

who gave a wedding banquet for his son.
3 He sent his slaves to call those

who had been invited to the wedding banquet,

but they would not come.
4 Again he sent other slaves, saying,

‘Tell those who have been invited:

“Look, I have prepared my dinner,

my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered,

and everything is ready;

come to the wedding banquet.”’
5 But they made light of it and went away,

one to his farm, another to his business,
6 while the rest seized his slaves,

mistreated them, and killed them.
7 The king was enraged.

He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers,

and burned their city.

8 “Then he said to his slaves,

‘The wedding is ready,

but those invited were not worthy.
9 Go therefore into the main streets,

and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’
10 Those slaves went out into the streets

and gathered all whom they found, both good and bad;

so the wedding hall was filled with guests. *
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests,

he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding robe,
12 and he said to him,

‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’

And he was speechless.
13 Then the king said to the attendants,

‘Bind him hand and foot,

and throw him into the outer darkness,

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’
14 For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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145 TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 45.1, 4-6

I have grasped the right hand of Cyrus, to subdue nations before him.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed,

to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped

to subdue nations before him

and strip kings of their robes,

to open doors before him—

and the gates shall not be closed:

4 “For the sake of my servant Jacob,

and Israel my chosen,

I call you by your name,

I surname you, though you do not know me.
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;

besides me there is no god.

I arm you, though you do not know me,
6 so that all may know,

from the rising of the sun and from the west,

that there is no one besides me;

I am the Lord, and there is no other.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 96.1+3, 4-5, 7-8, 9+10ac (R.7b)

R. Give the Lord glory and honour.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvellous works among all the peoples. R.

4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

he is to be revered above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

but the Lord made the heavens. R.

7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;

bring an offering, and come into his courts. R.
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9 Worship the Lord in holy splendour;

tremble before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!

He will judge the peoples with equity.” R.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 1.1-5ab

We remember your work of faith and labour of love
and steadfastness of hope.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

1 From Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,

to the church of the Thessalonians

in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace.

2 We always give thanks to God for all of you

and mention you in our prayers,
3 constantly remembering before our God and Father

your work of faith and labour of love

and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.
4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God,

that he has chosen you,
5 because our message of the gospel

came to you not in word only,

but also in power and in the Holy Spirit

and with full conviction.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Philippians 2.15-16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Shine on the world like bright stars;

you are offering it the word of life.
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G O S P E L Matthew 22.15-21

Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s,
and to God the things that are God’s.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

When the chief priests and Pharisees had heard the parables,

they realized that Jesus was speaking about them.
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted

to entrap Jesus in what he said.
16 So they sent their disciples to him,

along with the Herodians, saying,

“Teacher, we know that you are sincere,

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth,

and show deference to no one;

for you do not regard people with partiality.
17 Tell us, then, what you think.

Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”

18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said,

“Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites?
19 Show me the coin used for the tax.”

And they brought him a denarius.

20 Then he said to them,

“Whose head is this, and whose title?”
21 They answered, “The emperor’s.”

Then he said to them,

“Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s,

and to God the things that are God’s.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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148 THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Exodus 22.21-27

If you abuse any widow or orphan, my wrath will burn you.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

The Lord said to Moses:

“Thus shall you say to the Israelites,

these are the ordinances that you shall set before them.

21 “You shall not wrong or oppress a resident alien,

for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.
22 You shall not abuse any widow or orphan.
23 If you do abuse them, when they cry out to me,

I will surely heed their cry;
24 my wrath will burn,

and I will kill you with the sword,

and your wives shall become widows and your children orphans.

25 “If you lend money to my people, to the poor among you,

you shall not deal with them as a creditor;

you shall not exact interest from them.
26 If you take your neighbour’s cloak in pawn,

you shall restore it before the sun goes down;
27 for it may be your neighbour’s only clothing to use as cover;

in what else shall that person sleep?

And if your neighbour cries out to me,

I will listen, for I am compassionate.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 18.1-2, 3+6b, 46+50ab (R.1)

R. I love you, Lord, my strength.

1 I love you, O Lord, my strength.
2 The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer.

My God, my rock in whom I take refuge,

my shield, and the source of my salvation, my stronghold. R.

3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,

so I shall be saved from my enemies.
6 From his temple he heard my voice,

and my cry to him reached his ears. R.
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46 The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock,

and exalted be the God of my salvation.
50 Great triumphs he gives to his king,

and shows steadfast love to his anointed. R.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 1.5c-10

You turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God,
and to wait for his Son.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

5 You know what kind of persons we proved to be

among you for your sake.
6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord,

for in spite of persecution

you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit,
7 so that you became an example

to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you

not only in Macedonia and Achaia,

but in every place your faith in God has become known,

so that we have no need to speak about it.
9 For the people of those regions report about us

what kind of welcome we had among you,

and how you turned to God from idols,

to serve a living and true God,
10 and to wait for his Son from heaven,

whom he raised from the dead—

Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them, and we will come to them.
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G O S P E L Matthew 22.34-40

You shall love the Lord your God, and your neighbour as yourself.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

34 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees,

they gathered together,
35 and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.
36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?”

37 Jesus said to him,

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
38 This is the greatest and first commandment.

39 “And a second is like it:

‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’
40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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151 THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Malachi 1.14 - 2.2, 8-10

You have turned aside from the way; you have caused many
to stumble by your instruction.

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.

14 “I am a great King,” says the Lord of hosts,

“and my name is reverenced among the nations.

1 “And now, O priests, this command is for you.
2 If you will not listen,

if you will not lay it to heart to give glory to my name,”

says the Lord of hosts,

“then I will send the curse on you

and I will curse your blessings;

indeed I have already cursed them,

because you do not lay it to heart.

8 “You have turned aside from the way;

you have caused many to stumble by your instruction;

you have corrupted the covenant of Levi,”

says the Lord of hosts,
9 “and so I make you despised and abased before all the people,

inasmuch as you have not kept my ways

but have shown partiality in your instruction.”

10 Have we not all one father?

Has not one God created us?

Why then are we faithless to one another,

profaning the covenant of our ancestors?

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 131.1, 2, 3(R.see 2)

R. In you, Lord, I have found my peace.

1 O Lord, my heart is not lifted up,

my eyes are not raised too high;

I do not occupy myself with things

too great and too marvellous for me. R.
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2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul,

like a weaned child with its mother;

my soul is like the weaned child

that is with me. R.

3 O Israel, hope in the Lord

from this time on and forevermore. R.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 2.7-9, 13

We are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God,
but also our own selves.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

7 Though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ,

we were gentle among you,

like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children.
8 So deeply do we care for you

that we are determined to share with you

not only the gospel of God but also our own selves,

because you have become very dear to us.
9 You remember our labour and toil,

brothers and sisters;

we worked night and day,

so that we might not burden any of you

while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God.

13 We also constantly give thanks to God for this,

that when you received the word of God

that you heard from us,

you accepted it not as a human word

but as what it really is, God’s word,

which is also at work in you believers.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 23.9, 10

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You have one Father, your Father in heaven;

You have one teacher, the Lord Jesus Christ!
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G O S P E L Matthew 23.1-12

The scribes and Pharisees do not practice what they teach.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,
2 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ chair;
3 therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it;

but do not do as they do,

for they do not practice what they teach.
4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,

and lay them on the shoulders of others;

but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them.
5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others;

for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long.
6 They love to have the place of honour at banquets

and the best seats in the synagogues,
7 and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,

and to have people call them rabbi.

8 “But you are not to be called rabbi,

for you have one teacher,

and you are all students.
9 And call no one your father on earth,

for you have one Father—the one in heaven.
10 Nor are you to be called instructors,

for you have one instructor, the Messiah.
11 The greatest among you will be your servant.
12 All who exalt themselves will be humbled,

and all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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154  THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 6.12-16

Wisdom is found by those who seek her.

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

12 Wisdom is radiant and unfading,

and she is easily discerned by those who love her,

and is found by those who seek her.
13 She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.
14 One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,

for she will be found sitting at the gate.

15 To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding,

and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,
16 because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,

and she graciously appears to them in their paths,

and meets them in every thought.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 63.1, 2-3, 4-5, 6-7 (R.1a)

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

1 O God, you are my God, I seek you,

my soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you,

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. R.

2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,

beholding your power and glory.
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life,

my lips will praise you. R.

4 So I will bless you as long as I live;

I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips. R.

6 I think of you on my bed,

and meditate on you in the watches of the night;
7 for you have been my help,

and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4.13-18

Through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters,

about those who have died,

so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.
14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again,

even so, through Jesus,

God will bring with him those who have died.
15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord,

that we who are alive,

who are left until the coming of the Lord,

will by no means precede those who have died.

16 For the Lord himself, with a cry of command,

with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet,

will descend from heaven,

and the dead in Christ will rise first.
17 Then we who are alive, who are left,

will be caught up in the clouds

together with them to meet the Lord in the air;

and so we will be with the Lord forever.
18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Matthew 24.42, 44

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Be watchful and ready:

you do not know when the Son of Man is coming.
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G O S P E L Matthew 25.1-13

Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

When talking about his coming in glory,

Jesus spoke this parable to the disciples:
1 “The kingdom of heaven will be like this.

Ten bridesmaids took their lamps

and went to meet the bridegroom.
2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.
3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them;
4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.
5 As the bridegroom was delayed,

all of them became drowsy and slept.

6 “But at midnight there was a shout,

‘Look! Here is the bridegroom!

Come out to meet him.’
7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.
8 The foolish said to the wise,

‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’
9 But the wise replied,

‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us;

you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’
10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came,

and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;

and the door was shut.

11 “Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying,

‘Lord, lord, open to us.’
12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’
13 Keep awake therefore,

for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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157 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Proverbs 31.10-13, 16-18, 20, 26, 28-31++

She works with willing hands.

A reading from the book of Proverbs.

10 A capable wife, who can find her?

She is far more precious than jewels.
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her,

and he will have no lack of gain.
12 She does him good, and not harm,

all the days of her life.
13 She seeks wool and flax,

and works with willing hands.

16 She considers a field and buys it;

with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.
17 She girds herself with strength,

and makes her arms strong.
18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable.

Her lamp does not go out at night.

20 She opens her hand to the poor,

and reaches out her hands to the needy.
26 She opens her mouth with wisdom,

and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.

28 Her children rise up and call her happy;

her husband too, and he praises her:
29 “Many women have done excellently,

but you surpass them all.”
30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,

but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.
31 Give her a share in the fruit of her hands,

and let her works praise her in the city gates.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 128.1-2, 3, 4-5 (R.1)

R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.

1 Happy is the one who fears the Lord,

who walks in his ways.
2 You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands;

you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. R.

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

within your house;

your children will be like olive shoots

around your table. R.

4 Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.
5 The Lord bless you from Zion.

May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem

all the days of your life. R.

SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 5.1-6

Do not let the day of the Lord surprise you like a thief.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters,

you do not need to have anything written to you.
2 For you yourselves know very well

that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
3 When they say, “There is peace and security,”

then sudden destruction will come upon them,

as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman,

and there will be no escape!

4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness

for that day to surprise you like a thief.
5 You are all children of light and children of the day;

we are not of the night or of darkness.
6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do,

but let us keep awake and be sober.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See John 15.4, 5

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;

my branches bear much fruit.
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G O S P E L (longer) Matthew  24.36; 25.14-30++

You have been trustworthy in a few things.
I will put you in charge of many things.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples,
36 “About the day and hour of the coming of the Son of Man,

no one knows,

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,

but only the Father.

14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey,

summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;
15 to one he gave five talents,

to another two, to another one,

to each according to his ability.

Then he went away.

16 “The one who had received the five talents

went off at once and traded with them,

and made five more talents.
17 In the same way,

the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
18 But the one who had received the one talent

went off and dug a hole in the ground

and hid his master’s money.

19 “After a long time the master of those slaves came

and settled accounts with them.
20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,

bringing five more talents, saying,

‘Master, you handed over to me five talents;

see, I have made five more talents.’
21 His master said to him,

‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;

you have been trustworthy in a few things,

I will put you in charge of many things;

enter into the joy of your master.’

22 “And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,

‘Master, you handed over to me two talents;

see, I have made two more talents.’ ➣
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23 His master said to him,

‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;

you have been trustworthy in a few things,

I will put you in charge of many things;

enter into the joy of your master.’

24 “Then the one who had received the one talent

also came forward, saying,

‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,

reaping where you did not sow,

and gathering where you did not scatter seed;
25 so I was afraid,

and I went and hid your talent in the ground.

Here you have what is yours.’

26 “But his master replied,

‘You wicked and lazy slave!

You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow,

and gather where I did not scatter?
27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,

and on my return

I would have received what was my own with interest.
28 So take the talent from him,

and give it to the one with the ten talents.
29 For to all those who have,

more will be given, and they will have an abundance;

but from those who have nothing,

even what they have will be taken away.
30 As for this worthless slave,

throw him into the outer darkness,

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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G O S P E L (shorter) Matthew  24.36; 25.14-15,19-21

You have been trustworthy in a few things.
I will put you in charge of many things.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples,

“About the day and hour of the coming of the Son of Man,

no one knows,

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son,

but only the Father.

14 “For it is as if a man, going on a journey,

summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;
15 to one he gave five talents,

to another two, to another one,

to each according to his ability.

Then he went away.

19 “After a long time the master of those slaves came

and settled accounts with them.
20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,

bringing five more talents, saying,

‘Master, you handed over to me five talents;

see, I have made five more talents.’
21 His master said to him,

‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave;

you have been trustworthy in a few things,

I will put you in charge of many things;

enter into the joy of your master.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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160 THIRTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

CHRIST THE KING

FIRST READING Ezekiel 34.11-12, 15-17

As for you, my flock, I shall judge between one sheep and another.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

11 Thus says the Lord God:

“I myself will search for my sheep,

and will seek them out.
12 As shepherds seek out their flocks

when they are among their scattered sheep,

so I will seek out my sheep.

I will rescue them from all the places

to which they have been scattered

on a day of clouds and thick darkness.

15 “I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep,

and I will make them lie down,”

says the Lord God.
16 “I will seek the lost,

and I will bring back the strayed,

and I will bind up the injured,

and I will strengthen the weak,

but the fat and the strong I will destroy.

I will feed my sheep with justice.

17 “As for you, my flock,” thus says the Lord God:

“I shall judge between one sheep and another,

between rams and goats.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1)

R. The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.



CHRIST THE KING 561

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.

5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord

my whole life long. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.20-26, 28

Christ hands over the kingdom to God the Father,
so that God may be all in all.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

20 Christ has been raised from the dead,

the first fruits of those who have died.
21 For since death came through a human being,

the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being;
22 for as all die in Adam,

so all will be made alive in Christ.
23 But each in his own order:

Christ the first fruits,

then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

24 Then comes the end,

when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father,

after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power.
25 For he must reign

until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

28 When all things are subjected to him,

then the Son himself will also be subjected to the one

who put all things in subjection under him,

so that God may be all in all.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Mark 11.9, 10

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed is the one who inherits the kingdom of David our father;

blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

G O S P E L Matthew 25.31-46

The Son of Man will sit on the throne of his glory,
and he will separate people one from another.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

Jesus said to his disciples:
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory,

and all the angels with him,

then he will sit on the throne of his glory.
32 All the nations will be gathered before him,

and he will separate people one from another

as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand

and the goats at the left.

34 “Then the king will say to those at his right hand,

‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father,

inherit the kingdom prepared for you

from the foundation of the world;
35 for I was hungry and you gave me food,

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,

I was a stranger and you welcomed me,
36 I was naked and you gave me clothing,

I was sick and you took care of me,

I was in prison and you visited me.’

37 “Then the righteous will answer him,

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food,

or thirsty and gave you something to drink?
38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you,

or naked and gave you clothing?
39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison

and visited you?’
40 And the king will answer them,

‘Truly I tell you,

just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,

you did it to me.’

41 “Then he will say to those at his left hand,

‘You that are accursed,
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depart from me into the eternal fire

prepared for the devil and his angels;
42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food,

I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink,
43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me,

naked and you did not give me clothing,

sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’

44 “Then they also will answer,

‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty

or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,

and did not take care of you?’
45 Then he will answer them,

‘Truly I tell you,

just as you did not do it to one of the least of these,

you did not do it to me.’
46 And these will go away into eternal punishment,

but the righteous into eternal life.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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65 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The first Sunday of Ordinary Time is the feast of the Baptism of the Lord (see no. 21).

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 3.3b-10, 19

Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

3 Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,

where the ark of God was.
4 Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!”

and he said, “Here I am!”
5 Samuel ran to Eli, and said,

“Here I am, for you called me.”

But Eli said, “I did not call; lie down again.”

So he went and lay down.

6 The Lord called again, “Samuel!”

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said,

“Here I am, for you called me.”

But he said,

“I did not call, my son; lie down again.”
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord,

and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him.

8 The Lord called Samuel again, a third time.

And he got up and went to Eli, and said,

“Here I am, for you called me.”

Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy.
9 Therefore Eli said to Samuel,

“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say,

‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’”

So Samuel went and lay down in his place.

10 Now the Lord came and stood there,

calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”

And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

19 As Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him

and let none of his words fall to the ground.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 40.1+3a, 6, 7-8, 9 (R.7-8)

R. Here am I, Lord;

I come to do your will.

1 I waited patiently for the Lord;

he inclined to me and heard my cry.
3 He put a new song in my mouth,

a song of praise to our God. R.

6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,

but you have given me an open ear.

Burnt offering and sin offering

you have not required. R.

7 Then I said, “Here I am;

In the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8 I delight to do your will, O my God;

your law is within my heart.” R.

9 I have told the glad news of deliverance

in the great congregation;

see, I have not restrained my lips,

as you know, O Lord. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 6.13c-15a. 17-20

Your bodies are members of Christ.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

13 The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord,

and the Lord for the body.
14 And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.

15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ?
17 But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
18 Shun fornication!

Every sin that a person commits is outside the body;

but the fornicator sins against the body itself.

19 Or do you not know

that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you,

which you have from God,

and that you are not your own?
20 For you were bought with a price;

therefore glorify God in your body.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 1.41, 17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

We have found the Messiah:

Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and grace.

G O S P E L John 1.35-42

The disciples of John came and saw where Jesus was staying,
and they remained with him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

35 John was standing with two of his disciples,
36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed,

“Look, here is the Lamb of God!”
37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.

38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them,

“What are you looking for?”

They said to him, “Rabbi”

(which translated means Teacher),

“where are you staying?”
39 He said to them, “Come and see.”

They came and saw where he was staying,

and they remained with him that day.

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.

40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew,

Simon Peter’s brother.
41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him,

“We have found the Messiah”

(which is translated Anointed).
42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,

“You are Simon son of John.

You are to be called Cephas”

(which is translated Peter).

The gospel of the Lord.
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68 THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jonah 3.1-5, 10

The people of Nineveh turned from their evil ways.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jonah.

1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah, saying,
2 “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,

and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.”
3 So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,

according to the word of the Lord.

Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city,

a three days’ walk across.
4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk.

And he cried out,

“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”
5 And the people of Nineveh believed God;

they proclaimed a fast,

and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

10 When God saw what they did,

how they turned from their evil ways,

God changed his mind about the calamity

that he had said he would bring upon them;

and he did not do it.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 25.4-5a, 6+7b, 8-9 (R.4)

R. Teach me your ways, O Lord.

4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord;

teach me your paths.
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation. R.

6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love,

for they have been from of old.
7 According to your steadfast love remember me,

for your sake of your goodness, O Lord! R.

8 Good and upright is the Lord;

therefore he instructs sinners in the way.
9 He leads the humble in what is right,

and teaches the humble his way. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 7.29-31

The present form of this world is passing away.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

29 Brothers and sisters,

the appointed time has grown short;

from now on,

let even those who have wives be as though they had none,
30 and those who mourn as though they were not mourning,

and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing,

and those who buy as though they had no possessions,
31 and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it.

For the present form of this world is passing away.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Mark 1.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The kingdom of God is near:

repent and believe the good news!
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G O S P E L Mark 1.14-20

The kingdom of God has come: Repent, and believe in the good news.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

14 After John was arrested,

Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God,
15 and saying,

“The time is fulfilled,

and the kingdom of God has come near;

repent, and believe in the good news.”

16 As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee,

he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—

for they were fishermen.
17 And Jesus said to them,

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of people.”
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him.

19 As Jesus went a little farther,

he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John,

who were in their boat mending the nets.
20 Immediately he called them;

and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men,

and followed him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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71 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 18.15-20

I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

15 Moses spoke to the people; he said:

“The Lord your God will raise up for you

a prophet like me from among your own people;

you shall heed such a prophet.
16 This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb

on the day of the assembly when you said:

‘If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more,

or ever again see this great fire, I will die.’

17 “Then the Lord replied to me:

‘They are right in what they have said.
18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you

from among their own people;

I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet,

who shall speak to them everything that I command.

19 “‘Anyone who does not heed the words

that the prophet shall speak in my name,

I myself will hold accountable.
20 But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods,

or who presumes to speak in my name

a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—

that prophet shall die.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 95.1-2, 6-7ab, 7c-9 (R.7c+8a)

R. If today you hear God’s voice,

harden not your hearts.

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! R.
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6 O come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand. R.

O that today you would listen to his voice!
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9 when your ancestors tested me,

and put me to the proof,

though they had seen my work. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 7.17, 32-35++

The unmarried are concerned about the affairs of the Lord.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters,
17 let each of you lead the life

that the Lord has assigned,

to which God has called you.

32 I want you to be free from anxieties.

The unmarried man is anxious about the affairs of the Lord,

how to please the Lord;
33 but the married man is anxious about the affairs of the world,

how to please his wife,
34 and his interests are divided.

The unmarried woman and the virgin

are concerned about the affairs of the Lord,

so that they may be holy in body and spirit;

but the married woman is concerned about the affairs of the world,

how to please her husband.

35 I say this for your own benefit,

not to put any restraint upon you,

but to promote good order and unhindered devotion to the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A people in darkness have seen a great light;

a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death.

G O S P E L Mark 1.21-28

They were all amazed: A new teaching—with authority.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

21 The disciples went to Capernaum;

and when the sabbath came,

Jesus entered the synagogue and taught.
22 They were astounded at his teaching,

for he taught them as one having authority,

and not as the scribes.
23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit,
24 and he cried out,

“What have you to do with us,  Jesus of Nazareth?

Have you come to destroy us?

I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”

25 But Jesus rebuked him, saying,

“Be silent, and come out of him!”
26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing the man

and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.
27 They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another,

“What is this? A new teaching—with authority!

He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”

28 At once Jesus’ fame began to spread

throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The gospel of the Lord.



FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 575

74 FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Job 7.1-4, 6-7

Sorrow fills all my days.

A reading from the book of Job.

1 Job spoke to his friends:

“Do not human beings have a hard service on earth,

and are not their days like the days of a labourer?
2 Like a slave who longs for the shadow,

and like labourers who look for their wages,
3 so I am allotted months of emptiness,

and nights of misery are apportioned to me.

4 “When I lie down I say, ‘When shall I rise?’

But the night is long,

and I am full of tossing until dawn.

6 “My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle,

and come to their end without hope.
7 Remember that my life is a breath;

my eye will never again see good.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 147.1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (R.1a, 3)

R. Praise the Lord, who heals the brokenhearted.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 How good it is to sing praises to our God;

for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
2 The Lord builds up Jerusalem;

he gathers the outcasts of Israel. R.

3 The Lord heals the brokenhearted,

and binds up their wounds.
4 He determines the number of the stars;

he gives to all of them their names. R.

5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in power;

his understanding is beyond measure.
6 The Lord lifts up the downtrodden;

he casts the wicked to the ground. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9.16-19, 22-23

Woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

16 If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting,

for an obligation is laid on me,

and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!
17 For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward;

but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a commission.
18 What then is my reward?

Just this:

that in my proclamation

I may make the gospel free of charge,

so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.

19 For though I am free with respect to all,

I have made myself a slave to all,

so that I might win more of them.

22 To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak.

I have become all things to all people,

that I might by all means save some.
23 I do it all for the sake of the gospel,

so that I may share in its blessings.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 8.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Christ bore our sickness,

and endured our suffering.
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G O S P E L Mark 1.29-39

Jesus cured many who were sick with various diseases.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

29 As soon as Jesus and his disciples left the synagogue,

they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John.
30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever,

and they told Jesus about her at once.
31 He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.

Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

32 That evening, at sundown,

they brought to Jesus all who were sick or possessed with demons.
33 And the whole city was gathered around the door.
34 And he cured many who were sick with various diseases,

and cast out many demons;

and he would not permit the demons to speak,

because they knew him.

35 In the morning, while it was still very dark,

Jesus got up and went out to a deserted place,

and there he prayed.
36 And Simon and his companions hunted for him.
37 When they found him, they said to him,

“Everyone is searching for you.”

38 He answered, “Let us go on to the neighbouring towns,

so that I may proclaim the message there also;

for that is what I came out to do.”
39 And Jesus went throughout Galilee,

proclaiming the message in their synagogues

and casting out demons.

The gospel of the Lord.
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77 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Leviticus 13.1-2, 45-46

As long as they are unclean they shall live alone outside the camp.

A reading from the book of Leviticus.

1 The Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:
2 “When a person has on the skin of the body

a swelling or an eruption or a spot,

and it turns into a leprous disease on the skin of the body,

that person shall be brought to Aaron the priest

or to one of his sons the priests.

45 “A person who has the leprous disease shall wear torn clothes

and let the hair of the head be dishevelled

and shall cover the upper lip and cry out,

‘Unclean, unclean.’
46 A person shall remain unclean as long as the disease persists;.

and being unclean, that peson shall live alone

with a dwelling outside the camp.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 32.1-2, 5, 10bc-11 (R.7)

R. You are my refuge, O Lord,

and the joy of my salvation.++

or: I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble,

and you fill me with the joy of salvation.

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.
2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit. R.

5 I acknowledged my sin to you,

and I did not hide my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. R.

10 Steadfast love surrounds

those who trust in the Lord.
11 Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy, all you upright in heart. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 10.23 - 11.1

Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

The shorter version (31-33) begins at the asterisk.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are beneficial.

“All things are lawful,” but not all things build up.
24 Do not seek your own advantage, but that of the other.
25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market

without raising any question on the ground of conscience,
26 for “the earth and its fullness are the Lord’s.”
27 If an unbeliever invites you to a meal,

and you are disposed to go,

eat whatever is set before you

without raising any question on the ground of conscience.
28 But if someone says to you,

“This has been offered in sacrifice,”

then do not eat it,

out of consideration for the one who informed you,

and for the sake of conscience –
29 I mean the other’s conscience, not your own.

For why should my liberty

be subject to the judgment of someone else’s conscience?
30 If I partake with thankfulness,

why should I be denounced because of that for which I give thanks?

31 Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,

do everything for the glory of God.
32 Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks

or to the church of God,
33 just as I try to please everyone in everything I do,

not seeking my own advantage, but that of many,

so that they may be saved.

1 Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.

*
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G O S P E L Mark 1.40-45

Jesus touched the man with leprosy and he was cured.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

40 A man with leprosy came to Jesus begging him,

and kneeling said to Jesus,

“If you choose, you can make me clean.”
41 Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him,

and said to him, “I do choose. Be made clean!”
42 Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean.

43 After sternly warning him Jesus sent him away at once,
44 saying to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone;

but go, show yourself to the priest,

and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded,

as a testimony to them.”

45 But the man went out and began to proclaim it freely,

and to spread the word,

and people came to Jesus from every quarter.

The gospel of the Lord.
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80 SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 43.18-19, 20-22, 24-25

I will not remember your sins.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

18 The Lord said:

“Do not remember the former things,

or consider the things of old.
19 I am about to do a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.

20 “I will give drink to my chosen people,
21 the people whom I formed for myself

so that they might declare my praise.

22 “Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob;

but you have been weary of me, O Israel!
24 You have burdened me with your sins;

you have wearied me with your iniquities.

25 “I, I am He

who blots out your transgressions for my own sake,

and I will not remember your sins.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 41.1-2, 3-4, 12-13 (R.4b)

R. Lord heal my soul,

for I have sinned against you.

1 Happy are those who consider the poor;

the Lord delivers them in the day of trouble.
2 The Lord protects them and keeps them alive,

makes them happy in the land,

and does not give them up

to the will of their enemies. R.

3 The Lord sustains them on their sickbed;

in their illness you heal all their infirmities.
4 As for me, I said, “O Lord, be gracious to me;

heal me, for I have sinned against you.” R.
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12 But you have upheld me because of my integrity,

and set me in your presence forever.
13 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,

from everlasting to everlasting. R.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 1.18-22

Jesus was not “Yes and No,” but always “Yes.”

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

18 As surely as God is faithful,

our word to you has not been “Yes and No.”
19 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, whom we proclaimed among you,

Silvanus and Timothy and I,

was not “Yes and No”; but in him it is always “Yes.”

20 For in him every one of God’s promises is a “Yes.”

For this reason it is through him

that we say the “Amen,” to the glory of God.
21 But it is God who establishes us with you in Christ
22 and has anointed us, by putting his seal on us

and giving us his Spirit in our hearts as a first instalment.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18-19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor

and freedom to prisoners.
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G O S P E L Mark 2.1-12

The Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 When Jesus returned to Capernaum,

it was reported that he was at home.
2 So many gathered around that there was no longer room for them,

not even in front of the door;

and he was speaking the word to them.

3 Then some people came,

bringing to Jesus a paralysed man, carried by four of them.
4 And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of the crowd,

they removed the roof above him;

and after having dug through it, they let down the mat

on which the paralysed man lay.

5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the man,

“Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6 Now some of the scribes were sitting there,

questioning in their hearts,
7 “Why does this fellow speak in this way?

It is blasphemy!

Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

8 At once Jesus perceived in his spirit

that they were discussing these questions among themselves;

and he said to them,

“Why do you raise such questions in your hearts?
9 Which is easier,

to say to the paralysed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’

or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’?

10 But so that you may know

that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—

he said to the man who was paralysed—
11 “I say to you, stand up, take your mat and go to your home.”

12 And he stood up,

and immediately took the mat and went out before all of them;

so that they were all amazed and glorified God, saying,

“We have never seen anything like this!”

The gospel of the Lord.



584 YEAR B

83 EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Hosea 2.14, 15, 19-20

I will take you for my wife forever.

A reading from the book of the prophet Hosea.

The Lord says this concerning Israel, his people:
14 “I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness,

and speak tenderly to her.
15 There she shall respond as in the days of her youth,

as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.

19 “I will take you for my wife forever;

I will take you for my wife in righteousness and in justice,

in steadfast love, and in mercy.
20 I will take you for my wife in faithfulness;

and you shall know the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 8+10, 12-13 (R.8)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.

3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

12 As far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. R.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 3.1-6

You are a letter of Christ written in the Spirit.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

1 We do not need, as some do,

letters of recommendation to you or from you, do we?
2 You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts,

to be known and read by all;
3 and you show that you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us,

written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God,

not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God.
5 Not that we are competent of ourselves

to claim anything as coming from us;

our competence is from God,
6 who has made us competent to be ministers of a new covenant,

not of letter but of spirit;

for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N James 1.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Father gave us birth by his message of truth,

that we might be as the first fruits of his creation.
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G O S P E L Mark 2.18-22

The bridegroom is still with the disciples.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

18 One day John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting;

and people came and said to Jesus,

“Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,

but your disciples do not fast?”

19 Jesus said to them,

“The wedding guests cannot fast

while the bridegroom is with them, can they?

As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast.
20 The days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them,

and then they will fast on that day.

21 “No one sews a piece of unshrunken cloth on an old cloak;

otherwise, the patch pulls away from it,

the new from the old, and a worse tear is made.
22 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins;

otherwise, the wine will burst the skins,

and the wine is lost, and so are the skins;

but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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86 NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 5.12-15

Remember you were a slave in Egypt and the Lord delivered you.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

12 The Lord says this:

“Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy,

as the Lord your God commanded you.
13 Six days you shall labour and do all your work.
14 But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God;

you shall not do any work—

you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female slave,

or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock,

or the resident alien in your towns,

so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you.

15 “Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt,

and the Lord your God brought you out from there

with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm;

therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 81.2-3, 4-5ab, 5c-7a, 9-10ab (R.1a)

R. Sing with joy to God our help.

2 Raise a song, sound the tambourine,

the sweet lyre with the harp.
3 Blow the trumpet at the new moon,

at the full moon, on our festal day. R.

4 For it is a statute for Israel,

an ordinance of the God of Jacob.
5 He made it a decree in Joseph,

when he went out over the land of Egypt. R.

I hear a voice I had not known:
6 “I relieved your shoulder of the burden;

your hands were freed from the basket.
7 In distress you called, and I rescued you.” R.
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9 There shall be no strange god among you;

you shall not bow to a foreign god.
10 I am the Lord your God,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. R.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4.6-11

The life of Jesus is made visible in our mortal flesh.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

6 It is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”

who has shone in our hearts

to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jesus Christ.

7 But we have this treasure in clay jars,

so that it may be made clear

that this extraordinary power belongs to God

and does not come from us.
8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed;

perplexed, but not driven to despair;
9 persecuted, but not forsaken;

struck down, but not destroyed;
10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus,

so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies.

11 For while we live,

we are always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake,

so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 17.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Your word, O Lord, is truth;

make us holy in the truth.
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G O S P E L Mark 2.23 - 3.6

The Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.

The shorter version (23-28) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

23 One sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields;

and as they made their way

his disciples began to pluck heads of grain.
24 The Pharisees said to him,

“Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?”

25 And Jesus said to them,

“Have you never read what David did

when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food?
26 He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest,

and ate the bread of the Presence,

which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat,

and he gave some to his companions.”

27 Then he said to them,

“The sabbath was made for people,

and not people for the sabbath;
28 so the Son of Man is lord even of the sabbath.”*
1 Again Jesus entered the synagogue,

and a man was there who had a withered hand.
2 They watched Jesus to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath,

so that they might accuse him.
3 And he said to the man who had the withered hand,

“Come forward.”
4 Then he said to the Pharisees,

“Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath,

to save life or to kill?”

But they were silent.

5 Jesus looked around at them with anger;

he was grieved at their hardness of heart and said to the man,

“Stretch out your hand.”

He stretched it out, and his hand was restored.

6 The Pharisees went out

and immediately conspired with the Herodians against Jesus,

how to destroy him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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89 TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Genesis 3.8-15++

I will put enmity between you, between your offspring and her offspring.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

After the woman and the man had eaten from the tree,
8 they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden

at the time of the evening breeze,

and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God

among the trees of the garden.
9 But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him,

“Where are you?”
10 He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,

and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”

11 God said, “Who told you that you were naked?

Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”

12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me,

she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”

13 Then the Lord God said to the woman,

“What is this that you have done?”

The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”

14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

cursed are you among all animals

and among all wild creatures;

upon your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike your head,

and you will strike his heel.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 130.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7b-8 (R.7b)

R. With the Lord there is mercy,

and fullness of redemption.

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord.
2 Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my supplications! R.

3 If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities,

Lord, who could stand?
4 But there is forgiveness with you,

so that you may be revered. R.

5 I wait for the Lord,

my soul waits, and in his word I hope;
6 my soul waits for the Lord

more than those who watch for the morning. R.

7 For with the Lord there is steadfast love,

and with him is great power to redeem.
8 It is he who will redeem Israel

from all its iniquities. R.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 4.13 - 5.1

We speak since we are grounded in faith.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

13 Just as we have the same spirit of faith

that is in accordance with scripture—

“I believe, and so I spoke”—

we also believe, and so we speak,
14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus

will raise us also with Jesus,

and will bring us with you into his presence.
15 Yes, everything is for your sake,

so that grace, as it extends to more and more people,

may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God.

16 So we do not lose heart.

Even though our outer nature is wasting away,

our inner nature is being renewed day by day.
17 For this slight momentary affliction

is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure,
18 because we look not at what can be seen

but at what cannot be seen;

for what can be seen is temporary,

but what cannot be seen is eternal. ➣
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1 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed,

we have a building from God,

a house not made with hands,

eternal in the heavens.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 12.31-32

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The prince of this world will now be cast out,

and when I am lifted up from the earth I will draw all to myself, says the Lord.

G O S P E L Mark 3.20-35

The end of Satan has come.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

20 Jesus went home and the crowd came together again,

so that they could not even eat.
21 When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him,

for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.”

22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said,

“He has Beelzebul,

and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.”

23 And Jesus called them to him, and spoke to them in parables,

“How can Satan cast out Satan?
24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
25 And if a house is divided against itself,

that house will not be able to stand.
26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided,

he cannot stand, but his end has come.
27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property

without first tying up the strong man;

then indeed the house can be plundered.

28 “Truly I tell you,

people will be forgiven for their sins

and whatever blasphemies they utter;
29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit

can never have forgiveness,

but is guilty of an eternal sin”—
30 for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”
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31 Then his mother and his brothers came;

and standing outside, they sent to him and called him.
32 A crowd was sitting around him;

and they said to him,

“Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside,

asking for you.”

33 And Jesus replied, “Who are my mother and my brothers?”
34 And looking at those who sat around him, he said,

“Here are my mother and my brothers!
35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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92 ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17.22-24

I will make high the low tree.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

22 Thus says the Lord God:

“I myself will take a sprig

from the lofty top of a cedar;

I will set it out.

I will break off a tender one

from the topmost of its young twigs;

I myself will plant it

on a high and lofty mountain.

23 “On the mountain height of Israel

I will plant it,

in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,

and become a noble cedar.

Under it every kind of bird will live;

in the shade of its branches will nest

winged creatures of every kind.

24 “All the trees of the field shall know

that I am the Lord.

I bring low the high tree,

I make high the low tree;

I dry up the green tree

and make the dry tree flourish.

I the Lord have spoken;

I will accomplish it.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 92.1-2, 12-13, 14-15 (R.1)

R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.

1 It is good to give thanks to the Lord,

to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
2 to declare your steadfast love in the morning,

and your faithfulness by night. R.

12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree,

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13 They are planted in the house of the Lord;

they flourish in the courts of our God. R.

14 In old age they still produce fruit;

they are always green and full of sap,
15 showing that the Lord is upright;

he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. R.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5.6-10

Whether in the body or away from it we make it our aim to please the Lord.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters,
6 we are always confident,

even though we know that while we are at home in the body

we are away from the Lord—
7 for we walk by faith, not by sight.
8 Yes, we do have confidence,

and we would rather be away from the body

and at home with the Lord.

9 So whether we are at home or away,

we make it our aim to please him.
10 For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ,

so that each may receive recompense

for what has been done in the body,

whether good or evil.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;

all who come to him will live for ever.
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G O S P E L Mark 4.26-34

The smallest seed becomes the greatest of all shrubs.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Such a large crowd gathered around Jesus

that he got into a boat and began to teach them using many parables.

Jesus said:
26 “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,
27 and would sleep and rise night and day,

and the seed would sprout and grow,

without the sower knowing how.
28 The earth produces of itself,

first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head.
29 But when the grain is ripe,

at once he goes in with the sickle,

because the harvest has come.”

30 Jesus also said,

“With what can we compare the kingdom of God,

or what parable will we use for it?
31 It is like a mustard seed,

which, when sown upon the ground,

is the smallest of all the seeds on earth;
32 yet when it is sown it grows up

and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,

and puts forth large branches,

so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33 With many such parables Jesus spoke the word to them,

as they were able to hear it;
34 he did not speak to them except in parables,

but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

The gospel of the Lord.
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95 TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Job 38.1-4, 8-11++

Here have I prescribed the bounds of the sea.

A reading from the book of Job.

1 The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind:
2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge?
3 I will question you, and you shall declare to me.

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?

Tell me if you have understanding.

8 “Who shut in the sea with doors

when it burst out from the womb?—
9 when I made the clouds its garment,

10 and prescribed bounds for it,

and set bars and doors,
11 and said, `Thus far shall you come, and no farther,

and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 107.23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30-31 (R.1)

R. Give thanks to the Lord,

God’s love is everlasting.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

23 Some went down to the sea in ships,

doing business on the mighty waters;
24 they saw the deeds of the Lord,

his wondrous works in the deep. R.

25 For he commanded and raised the stormy wind,

which lifted up the waves of the sea.
26 They mounted up to heaven and they went down to the depths;

their courage melted away in their calamity. R.

28 Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble,

and he brought them out from their distress;
29 he made the storm be still,

and the waves of the sea were hushed. R.



598 YEAR B

30 Then they were glad when it grew calm,

and he brought them to their desired haven.
31 Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,

for his wonderful works to human beings. R.

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5.14-17

See, everything has been made new.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

14 The love of Christ urges us on,

because we are convinced that one has died for all;

therefore all have died.
15 And he died for all,

so that those who live might live no longer for themselves,

but for him who died and was raised for them.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one

from a human point of view.

Even though we once knew Christ

from a human point of view,

we know him no longer in that way.
17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

everything old has passed away;

see, everything has become new!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.
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G O S P E L Mark 4.35-41

Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

35 When evening had come, Jesus said to his disciples,

“Let us go across to the other side.”
36 And leaving the crowd behind,

they took Jesus with them in the boat, just as he was.

Other boats were with him.

37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat,

so that the boat was already being swamped.
38 But Jesus was in the stern, asleep on the cushion;

and they woke him up and said to him,

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”
39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,

“Peace! Be still!”

Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm.

40 Jesus said to them, “Why are you afraid?

Have you still no faith?”
41 And they were filled with great awe

and said to one another,

“Who then is this,

that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

The gospel of the Lord.
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98 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 1.13-15; 2.23-24

Through the devil’s envy death entered the world.

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

13 God did not make death,

and he does not delight in the death of the living.
14 For he created all things so that they might exist;

the generative forces of the world are wholesome,

and there is no destructive poison in them,

and the dominion of Hades is not on earth.
15 For righteousness is immortal.

23 For God created us for incorruption,

and made us in the image of his own eternity,
24 but through the devil’s envy death entered the world,

and those who belong to his company experience it.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 30.1+3, 4-5, 10+11a+12b (R.1a)

R. I will praise you, Lord,

for you have rescued me.

1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up,

and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,

restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. R.

4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones,

and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment;

his favour is for a lifetime.

Weeping may linger for the night,

but joy comes with the morning. R.

10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me!

O Lord, be my helper!
11 You have turned my mourning into dancing.
12 O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. R.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 8.7, 9, 13-15

Your present abundance should cover their needs.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

7 Now as you excel in everything—

in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness,

and in our love for you—

so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking.

9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,

so that by his poverty you might become rich.

13 I do not mean that there should be relief for others

and pressure on you,

but it is a question of a fair balance
14 between your present abundance and their need,

so that their abundance may be for your need,

in order that there may be a fair balance.

15 As it is written,

“The one who had much did not have too much,

and the one who had little did not have too little.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Timothy 1.10

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death

and brought us life through the gospel.

G O S P E L (longer) Mark 5.21-43

Little girl, get up!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

21 When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side,

a great crowd gathered around him;

and he was by the sea.
22 Then one of the synagogue leaders named Jairus came
23 and, when he saw Jesus,

fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly,

“My little daughter is at the point of death. ➣
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Come and lay your hands on her,

so that she may be made well, and live.”
24 So Jesus went with him.

And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.
25 Now there was a woman

who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years.
26 She had endured much under many physicians,

and had spent all that she had;

and she was no better, but rather grew worse.
27 She had heard about Jesus,

and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak,
28 for she said,

“If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.”
29 Immediately her hemorrhage stopped;

and she felt in her body that she was healed of her disease.

30 Immediately aware that power had gone forth from him,

Jesus turned about in the crowd and said,

“Who touched my clothes?”
31 And his disciples said to him,

“You see the crowd pressing in on you;

how can you say, ‘Who touched me’?”

32 He looked all around to see who had done it.
33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her,

came in fear and trembling, fell down before him,

and told him the whole truth.
34 Jesus said to her,

“Daughter, your faith has made you well;

go in peace, and be healed of your disease.”

35 While Jesus was still speaking,

some people came from the leader’s house to say,

“Your daughter is dead.

Why trouble the teacher any further?”
36 But overhearing what they said,

Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue,

“Do not fear, only believe.”

37 Jesus allowed no one to follow him.
38 When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue,

he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
39 When he had entered, he said to them,

“Why do you make a commotion and weep?

The child is not dead but sleeping.”
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40 And they laughed at him.

Then Jesus put them all outside,

and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him,

and went in where the child was.
41 He took her by the hand and said to her,

“Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!”
42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about

for she was twelve years of age.

At this they were overcome with amazement.

43 Jesus strictly ordered them that no one should know this,

and told them to give her something to eat.

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) Mark 5.21-24, 35-43

Little girl, get up!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

21 When Jesus had crossed in the boat to the other side,

a great crowd gathered around him;

and he was by the sea.
22 Then one of the synagogue leaders named Jairus came
23 and, when he saw Jesus,

fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly,

“My little daughter is at the point of death.

Come and lay your hands on her,

so that she may be made well, and live.”
24 So Jesus went with him.

And a large crowd followed him.

35 Some people came from the leader’s house to say,

“Your daughter is dead.

Why trouble the teacher any further?”
36 But overhearing what they said,

Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue,

“Do not fear, only believe.”

37 Jesus allowed no one to follow him.
38 When they came to the house of the leader of the synagogue,

he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
39 When he had entered, he said to them,

“Why do you make a commotion and weep?

The child is not dead but sleeping.”
40 And they laughed at him. ➣
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Then Jesus put them all outside,

and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him,

and went in where the child was.
41 He took her by the hand and said to her,

“Talitha cum,” which means, “Little girl, get up!”
42 And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about

for she was twelve years of age.

At this they were overcome with amazement.
43 He strictly ordered them that no one should know this,

and told them to give her something to eat.

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 0 1 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Ezekiel 2.2-5

They are a rebellious house.
They shall know there has been a prophet among them.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

The heavens were opened, and I saw visions of God.

When I saw this, I fell on my face,

and I heard the voice of someone speaking.

2 When the voice spoke to me,

a spirit entered into me and set me on my feet;

and I heard one speaking to me:
3 “Mortal, I am sending you to the people of Israel,

to a nation of rebels who have rebelled against me;
4 The descendants are impudent and stubborn.

I am sending you to them, and you shall say to them,

‘Thus says the Lord God.’
5 Whether they hear or refuse to hear

(for they are a rebellious house),

they shall know that there has been a prophet among them.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 123.1-2a, 2b, 3-4, (R.2)

R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord,

pleading for his mercy.

1 To you I lift up my eyes—

O you who are enthroned in the heavens—
2 as the eyes of servants

look to the hand of their master. R.

2 As the eyes of a maid

to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to the Lord our God,

until he has mercy upon us. R.

3 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,

for we have had more than enough of contempt.
4 Our soul has had more than its fill of the scorn

of those who are at ease, of the contempt of the proud. R.



606 YEAR B

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 12.7-10

I gladly will boast of my weaknesses,
so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

7 Considering the exceptional character of the revelations,

to keep me from being too elated,

a thorn was given me in the flesh,

a messenger of Satan to torment me,

to keep me from being too elated.

8 Three times I appealed to the Lord about this,

that it would leave me,
9 but he said to me,

“My grace is sufficient for you,

for power is made perfect in weakness.”

So, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses,

so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.

10 Therefore I am content

with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities

for the sake of Christ;

for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Spirit of the Lord now upon me

has sent me to bring good news to the poor.
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G O S P E L Mark 6.1-6

Prophets are not without honour, except in their hometown.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 Jesus came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him.
2 On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue,

and many who heard him were astounded.

They said, “Where did this man get all this?

What is this wisdom that has been given to him?

What deeds of power are being done by his hands!
3 Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary

and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon,

and are not his sisters here with us?”

And they took offense at him.

4 Then Jesus said to them,

“Prophets are not without honour,

except in their hometown,

and among their own kin, and in their own house.”

5 And Jesus could do no deed of power there,

except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.
6 And Jesus was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching.

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 0 4 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Amos 7.12-15

Go, seer, and prophesy to my people.

A reading from the book of the prophet Amos.

12 Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos,

“O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah,

earn your bread there, and prophesy there;
13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary,

and it is a temple of the kingdom.”

14 Then Amos answered Amaziah,

“I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son;

but I am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,
15 and the Lord took me from following the flock,

and the Lord said to me,

‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 85.8ab+9, 10-11, 12-13 (R.7)

R. Lord, show us your mercy and love,

and grant us your salvation.

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak,

for he will speak peace to his people.
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him,

that his glory may dwell in our land. R.

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet;

righteousness and peace will kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground,

and righteousness will look down from the sky. R.

12 The Lord will give what is good,

and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness will go before him,

and will make a path for his steps. R.
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SECOND READING Ephesians 1.3-14

God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world.

The shorter version (3-10) ends at the asterisk.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in Christ

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.
4 Before the foundation of the world God chose us in Christ

to be holy and blameless before him in love.

5 God destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,

according to the good pleasure of God’s will,
6 this is for the praise of his glorious grace

that God freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

7 In Christ we have redemption through his blood,

the forgiveness of our trespasses,

according to the riches of his grace
8 that he lavished on us.

With all wisdom and insight

9 God has made known to us the mystery of his will,

according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ,
10 as a plan for the fullness of time,

to gather up all things in Christ,

things in heaven and things on earth.*
11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,

having been destined according to the purpose of God

who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will,
12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,

might live for the praise of his glory.

13 In him you also,

when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,

and had believed in him,

were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.

14 This is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption

as God’s own people,

to the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Ephesians 1.17-18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart

that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.

G O S P E L Mark 6.7-13

Jesus called the twelve and sent them out two by two.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

7 Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two,

and gave them authority over the unclean spirits.
8 He ordered them to take nothing for their journey except a staff;

no bread, no bag, no money in their belts;
9 but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.

10 Jesus said to them,

“Wherever you enter a house,

stay there until you leave the place.
11 If any place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you,

as you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet

as a testimony against them.”

12 So the twelve went out and proclaimed that all should repent.
13 They cast out many demons,

and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 0 7 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23.1-6

I myself will gather the remnant of my flock.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

1 “Woe to the shepherds

who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!”

says the Lord.
2 “Therefore” thus says the Lord, the God of Israel,

“concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people:

It is you who have scattered my flock,

and have driven them away,

and you have not attended to them.

“So I will attend to you for your evil doings,”

says the Lord.
3 “Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock

out of all the lands where I have driven them,

and I will bring them back to their fold,
4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them,

and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed,

nor shall any be missing,” says the Lord.

5 “The days are surely coming,” says the Lord,

“when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,

and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,

and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.

And this is the name by which he will be called:

‘The Lord is our righteousness.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1)

R. The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.
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He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;

for you are with me;

your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.

5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord

my whole life long. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 2.13-18

Christ is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

13 Now in Christ Jesus

you who once were far off have been brought near

by the blood of Christ.
14 For he is our peace;

in his flesh he has made both Jews and Gentiles into one

and has broken down the dividing wall,

that is, the hostility between us.

15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances,

that he might create in himself

one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace,
16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body

through the cross,

thus putting to death that hostility through it.

17 So Christ Jesus came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off

and peace to those who were near;
18 for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;

I know them, and they follow me.
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G O S P E L Mark 6.30-34

They were like sheep without a shepherd.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

The apostles returned from their mission.
30 They gathered around Jesus,

and told him all that they had done and taught.

31 He said to them,

“Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.”

For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.
32 And they went away in the boat to a deserted place by themselves.

33 Now many saw them going and recognized them,

and they hurried there on foot from all the towns

and arrived ahead of them.
34 As Jesus went ashore, he saw a great crowd;

and he had compassion for them,

because they were like sheep without a shepherd;

and he began to teach them many things.

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 1 0 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 2 Kings 4.42-44

They shall eat and have some left.

A reading from the second book of Kings.

42 A man came bringing food from the first fruits

to Elisha, the man of God:

twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack.

Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.”

43 But his servant said,

“How can I set this before a hundred people?”

So Elisha repeated,

“Give it to the people and let them eat,

for thus says the Lord,

“They shall eat and have some left.”

44 The servant set it before them,

they ate, and had some left,

according to the word of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.10-11, 15-16, 17-18 (R.16)

R. You open your hand to feed us, Lord;

you answer all our needs.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and tell of your power. R.

15 The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food in due season.
16 You open your hand,

satisfying the desire of every living thing. R.

17 The Lord is just in all his ways,

and kind in all his doings.
18 The Lord is near to all who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth. R.
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SECOND READING Ephesians 4.1-6

There is one body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

1 I, the prisoner in the Lord,

beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling

to which you have been called,
2 with all humility and gentleness,

with patience, bearing with one another in love,
3 making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit

in the bond of peace.

4 There is one body and one Spirit,

just as you were called to the one hope of your calling,
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
6 one God and Father of all,

who is above all and through all and in all.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.

G O S P E L John 6.1-15

Jesus distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee,

also called the Sea of Tiberias.
2 A large crowd kept following him,

because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick.
3 Jesus went up the mountain

and sat down there with his disciples.
4 Now the Passover festival was near.

5 When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him,

Jesus said to Philip,

“Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?”
6 He said this to test him,

for he himself knew what he was going to do. ➣
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7 Philip answered him,

“Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread

for each of them to get a little.”

8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,

said to Jesus,
9 “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish.

But what are they among so many people?”
10 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.”

Now there was a great deal of grass in the place;

so they sat down, about five thousand in all.

11 Then Jesus took the loaves,

and when he had given thanks,

he distributed them to those who were seated;

so also the fish, as much as they wanted.

12 When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,

“Gather up the fragments left over,

so that nothing may be lost.”
13 So they gathered them up,

and from the fragments of the five barley loaves,

left by those who had eaten,

they filled twelve baskets.

14 When the people saw the sign that he had done,

they began to say,

“This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”
15 When Jesus realized that they were about to come

and take him by force to make him king,

he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 1 3 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Exodus 16.2-4, 12-15, 31a++

I am going to rain bread from heaven for you.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

2 The whole congregation of the Israelites

complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.
3 The Israelites said to them,

“If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt,

when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread;

for you have brought us out into this wilderness

to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

4 Then the Lord said to Moses,

“I am going to rain bread from heaven for you,

and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day.

In that way I will test them,

whether they will follow my instruction or not.

12 “I have heard the complaining of the Israelites;

say to them,

‘At twilight you shall eat meat,

and in the morning you shall have your fill of bread;

then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.’”

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp;

and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the camp.
14 When the layer of dew lifted,

there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance,

as fine as frost on the ground.

15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another,

“What is it?”

For they did not know what it was.

Moses said to them,

“It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”

31 The house of Israel called it manna.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 78.3+4bc, 23-24, 25+54 (R.24b)

R. The Lord gave them bread from heaven.

3 Things that we have heard and known,

that our ancestors have told us,
4 we will tell to the coming generation

the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might. R.

23 He commanded the skies above,

and opened the doors of heaven;
24 he rained down on them manna to eat,

and gave them the bread of heaven. R.

25 Mortals ate of the bread of angels;
54 he sent them food in abundance.

And he brought them to his holy hill,

to the mountain that his right hand had won. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 4.17, 20-24

Clothe yourselves with the new self,
created according to the likeness of God.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

17 Now this I affirm and insist on in the Lord:

you must no longer live as the Gentiles live,

in the futility of their minds.

20 That is not the way you learned Christ!
21 For surely you have heard about him and were taught in him,

as truth is in Jesus.

22 You were taught to put away your former way of life,

your old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts,
23 and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds,

24 and to clothe yourselves with the new self,

created according to the likeness of God

in true righteousness and holiness.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.4

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

No one lives on bread alone,

but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.
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G O S P E L John 6.24-35

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,
and whoever believes in me  will never be thirsty.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

24 When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples

were at the place where Jesus had given the bread,

they themselves got into the boats

and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea,

they said to him,

“Rabbi, when did you come here?”
26 Jesus answered them,

“Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me,

not because you saw signs,

but because you ate your fill of the loaves.
27 Do not work for the food that perishes,

but for the food that endures for eternal life,

which the Son of Man will give you.

For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.”
28 Then they said to Jesus,

“What must we do to perform the works of God?”

29 Jesus answered them,

“This is the work of God,

that you believe in him whom he has sent.”
30 So they said to him,

“What sign are you going to give us then,

so that we may see it and believe you?

What work are you performing?
31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness;

as it is written,

‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’”

32 Then Jesus said to them,

“Very truly, I tell you,

it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven,

but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.
33 For the bread of God

is that which comes down

from heaven and gives life to the world.” ➣
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34 They said to him,

“Sir, give us this bread always.”
35 Jesus said to them,

“I am the bread of life.

Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 1 6 NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19.4-8

Elijah went in the strength of that food to the mountain of God.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

4 Elijah went a day’s journey into the wilderness,

and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree.

He asked that he might die:

“It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life,

for I am no better than my ancestors.”

5 Then Elijah lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep.

Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him,

“Get up and eat.”
6 He looked, and there at his head

was a cake baked on hot stones,

and a jar of water.

He ate and drank, and lay down again.

7 The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him,

and  said, “Get up and eat,

otherwise the journey will be too much for you.”
8 Elijah got up, and ate and drank;

then he went in the strength of that food

forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mountain of God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, (R.8)

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

3 O magnify the Lord with me,

and let us exalt his name together.
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me,

and delivered me from all my fears. R.



622 YEAR B

5 Look to him, and be radiant;

so your faces shall never be ashamed.
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,

and was saved from every trouble. R.

7 The angel of the Lord encamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good;

happy are those who take refuge in him. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 4.30 - 5.2

Live in love, as Christ loved us.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

30 Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,

with which you were marked with a seal

for the day of redemption.
31 Put away from you all bitterness and wrath

and anger and wrangling and slander,

together with all malice,
32 and be kind to one another,

tenderhearted, forgiving one another,

as God in Christ has forgiven you.

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children,
2 and live in love,

as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us,

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 6.51

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord;

whoever eats this bread will live for ever.
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G O S P E L John 6.41-51

I am the living bread that came down from heaven.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

41 The people began to complain about Jesus because he said,

“I am the bread that came down from heaven.”
42 They were saying,

“Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph,

whose father and mother we know?

How can he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?”

43 Jesus answered them,

“Do not complain among yourselves.
44 No one can come to me

unless drawn by the Father who sent me;

and I will raise that person up on the last day.
45 It is written in the prophets,

‘And they shall all be taught by God.’

Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me.
46 Not that anyone has seen the Father

except the one who is from God;

he has seen the Father.
47 Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life.

48 “I am the bread of life.
49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
50 This is the bread that comes down from heaven,

so that one may eat of it and not die.
51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven.

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever;

and the bread that I will give for the life of the world

is my flesh.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 1 9 TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Proverbs 9.1-6

Come, eat of my bread and drink of the wine I have mixed.

A reading from the book of Proverbs.

1 Wisdom has built her house,

she has hewn her seven pillars.
2 She has slaughtered her animals,

she has mixed her wine,

she has also set her table.
3 She has sent out her servant girls,

she calls from the highest places in the town,
4 “You that are simple, turn in here!”

To those without sense she says,
5 “Come, eat of my bread

and drink of the wine I have mixed.
6 Lay aside immaturity, and live,

and walk in the way of insight.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 9-10, 11-12, 13-14, (R.8)

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

9 O fear the Lord, you his holy ones,

for those who fear him have no want.
10 The young lions suffer want and hunger,

but those who seek the Lord lack no good thing. R.

11 Come, O children, listen to me;

I will teach you the fear of the Lord.
12 Which of you desires life,

and covets many days to enjoy good? R.

13 Keep your tongue from evil,

and your lips from speaking deceit.
14 Depart from evil, and do good;

seek peace, and pursue it. R.



TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME625

SECOND READING Ephesians 5.15-20

Understand what the will of the Lord is.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

Brothers and sisters,
15 be careful how you live,

not as unwise people but as wise,
16 making the most of the time,

because the days are evil.
17 So do not be foolish,

but understand what the will of the Lord is.

18 Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery;

but be filled with the Spirit,
19 as you sing psalms and hymns

and spiritual songs among yourselves,

singing and making music to the Lord in your hearts,
20 giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 6.57

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who eat my flesh and drink my blood

live in me, and I in them, says the Lord.
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G O S P E L John 6.51-58

My flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to the people:
51 “I am the living bread that came down from heaven.

Whoever eats of this bread will live forever;

and the bread that I will give is my flesh

for the life of the world.

52 The people then disputed among themselves, saying,

“How can this man give us his flesh to eat?”

53 So Jesus said to them,

“Very truly, I tell you,

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood,

you have no life in you.
54 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life,

and I will raise them up on the last day;
55 for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink.
56 Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me,

and I in them.

57 “Just as the living Father sent me,

and I live because of the Father,

so whoever eats me will live because of me.
58 This is the bread that came down from heaven,

not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died.

But the one who eats this bread will live forever.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 2 2 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Joshua 24.1-2a, 15-17, 18b

We will serve the Lord, for he is our God.

A reading from the book of Joshua.

1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem,

and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges,

and the officers of Israel;

and they presented themselves before God.

2 And Joshua said to all the people,
15 “If you are unwilling to serve the Lord,

choose this day whom you will serve,

whether the gods your ancestors served

in the region beyond the River

or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living.

As for me and my household,

we will serve the Lord.”

16 Then the people answered,

“Far be it from us

that we should forsake the Lord to serve other gods;
17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors

up from the land of Egypt,

out of the house of slavery,

and who did those great signs in our sight.

He protected us along all the way that we went,

and among all the peoples through whom we passed;
18 Therefore we also will serve the Lord,

for he is our God.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 15-16, 17-18, 19-20, 21-22 (R.8)

R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

15 The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

and his ears are open to their cry.
16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers,

to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. R.

17 When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,

and rescues them from all their troubles.
18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,

and saves the crushed in spirit. R.

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,

but the Lord rescues them from them all.
20 He keeps all their bones;

not one of them will be broken. R.

21 Evil brings death to the wicked,

and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.
22 The Lord redeems the life of his servants;

none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 4.32 - 5.2, 21-32++

This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

Beloved,
32 be kind to one another, tenderhearted,

forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children,
2 and live in love, as Christ loved us

and gave himself up for us,

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
21 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ.

22 Wives, be subject to your husbands as you are to the Lord.
23 For the husband is the head of the wife

just as Christ is the head of the church,

the body of which he is the Saviour.
24 Just as the church is subject to Christ,

so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their husbands.
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25 Husbands, love your wives,

just as Christ loved the church

and gave himself up for her,
26 in order to make her holy

by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word,
27 so as to present the church to himself in splendour,

without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—

yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish.

28 In the same way, husbands should love their wives

as they do their own bodies.

He who loves his wife loves himself.
29 For no one ever hates his own body,

but he nourishes and tenderly cares for it,

just as Christ does for the church,
30 because we are members of his body.

31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother

and be joined to his wife,

and the two will become one flesh.”
32 This is a great mystery,

and I am applying it to Christ and the church.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 6.63, 68

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;

you have the words of everlasting life.

G O S P E L John 6.53, 60-69

Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

53 Jesus said to his disciples:

“Unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man

and drink his blood, you have no life in you.”

60 When many of his disciples heard this, they said:

“This teaching is difficult;

who can accept it?”

61 But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it,

said to them, “Does this offend you? ➣
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62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man

ascending to where he was before?
63 It is the spirit that gives life;

the flesh is useless.

The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
64 But among you there are some who do not believe.”

For Jesus  knew from the first

who were the ones that did not believe,

and who was the one that would betray him.

65 And he said,

“For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me

unless it is granted by the Father.”

66 Because of this many of his disciples turned back,

and no longer went about with him.
67 So Jesus asked the twelve,

“Do you also wish to go away?”

68 Simon Peter answered him,

“Lord, to whom can we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
69 We have come to believe and know

that you are the Holy One of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 2 5 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 4.1-2, 6-8

You must not add anything to what I command you.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

Moses spoke to the people; he said:
1 “So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances

that I am teaching you to observe,

so that you may live to enter and occupy the land

that the Lord, the God of your ancestors, is giving you.
2 You must neither add anything to what I command you

nor take away anything from it,

but keep the commandments of the Lord your God

with which I am charging you.

6 “You must observe them diligently,

for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples,

who, when they hear all these statutes, will say,

‘Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!’
7 For what other great nation has a god so near to it

as the Lord our God is whenever we call to him?
8 And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances

as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today?”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 15.1b-3a, 3b-4a, 4b-5 (R.1)

R. The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

1 O Lord, who may dwell on your holy hill?
2 Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,

and speak the truth from their heart;
3 who do not slander with their tongue. R.

Those who do no evil to their friends,

nor take up a reproach against their neighbours;
4 in whose eyes the wicked are despised,

but who honour those who fear the Lord. R.

Those who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
5 who do not lend money at interest,

and do not take a bribe against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be moved. R.
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SECOND READING James 1.17-18, 21-22, 27

Be doers of the word, not merely hearers.

A reading from the letter of James.

17 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift,

is from above, coming down from the Father of lights,

with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
18 In fulfilment of his own purpose

he gave us birth by the word of truth,

so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

21 Welcome with meekness

the implanted word that has the power to save your souls.
22 But be doers of the word,

and not merely hearers who deceive themselves.

27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this:

to care for orphans and widows in their distress,

and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N James 1.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Father gave us birth by his message of truth,

that we might be as the first fruits of his creation.
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G O S P E L Mark 7.1-8, 14-15, 21-23

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

1 When the Pharisees and some of the scribes

who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus,
2 they noticed that some of his disciples

were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them.
3 For the Pharisees, and all the Jews,

do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands,

thus observing the tradition of the elders;
4 and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it;

and there are also many other traditions that they observe,

the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.
5 So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him,

“Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders,

but eat with defiled hands?”

6 Jesus said to them,

“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites,

as it is written,

‘This people honours me with their lips,

but their hearts are far from me;
7 in vain do they worship me,

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.”

14 Then Jesus called the crowd again and said to them,

“Listen to me, all of you, and understand:
15 there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile,

but the things that come out are what defile.

21 “For it is from within, from the human heart,

that evil intentions come:

fornication, theft, murder, adultery,
22 avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness,

envy, slander, pride, folly.

23 “All these evil things come from within,

and they defile a person.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 2 8 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 35.4-7

The ears of the deaf shall be unstopped,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,

“Be strong, do not fear!

Here is your God.

He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.

He will come and save you.”

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6 then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,

and streams in the desert;
7 the burning sand shall become a pool,

and the thirsty ground springs of water.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 (R.1)

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

6 It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free. R.

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind

and lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous
9 and watches over the strangers. R.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. R.
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SECOND READING James 2.1-5

Has not God chosen the poor to be rich in faith,
and be heirs of the kingdom?

A reading from the letter of James.

1 My brothers and sisters,

do you with your acts of favouritism

really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ?
2 For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes

comes into your assembly,

and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in,
3 and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say,

“Have a seat here, please,”

while to the one who is poor you say,

“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,”
4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves,

and become judges with evil thoughts?

5 Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters.

Has not God chosen the poor in the world

to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom

that he has promised to those who love him?

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus preached the good news of the kingdom

and healed all who were sick.
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G O S P E L Mark 7.31-37

Jesus has done everything well;
he even makes those who are deaf to hear and those who are mute to speak.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

31 Returning from the region of Tyre,

Jesus went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee,

in the region of the Decapolis.

32 They brought to him a man who was deaf

and who had an impediment in his speech;

and they begged him to lay his hand on him.
33 Jesus took him aside in private, away from the crowd,

and put his fingers into his ears,

and he spat and touched his tongue.
34 Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.”
35 And immediately the man’s ears were opened,

his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly.

36 Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one;

but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they proclaimed it.
37 They were astounded beyond measure, saying,

“He has done everything well;

he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 3 1 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 50.5-9

To those who struck me I gave my back.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The servant of the Lord said:
5 “The Lord God has opened my ear,

and I was not rebellious,

I did not turn backward.
6 I gave my back to those who struck me,

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;

I did not hide my face

from insult and spitting.

7 “The Lord God helps me;

therefore I have not been disgraced;

I have set my face like flint,

and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8 he who vindicates me is near.

“Who will contend with me?

Let us stand up together.

Who are my adversaries?

Let them confront me.
9 It is the Lord God who helps me;

who will declare me guilty?”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 116.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 (R.9)

R. I will walk in the presence of the Lord,

in the land of the living.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 I love the Lord, because he has heard

my voice and my supplications.
2 Because he inclined his ear to me,

therefore I will call on him as long as I live. R.
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3 The snares of death encompassed me;

the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;

I suffered distress and anguish.
4 Then I called on the name of the Lord:

“O Lord, I pray, save my life!” R.

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous;

our God is merciful.
6 The Lord protects the simple;

when I was brought low, he saved me. R.

8 For you have delivered my soul from death,

my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.
9 I walk before the Lord

in the land of the living. R.

SECOND READING James 2.14-18

Faith, if it has no works, is dead.

A reading from the letter of James.

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters,

if you say you have faith but do not have works?

Can faith save you?

15 If brothers or sisters are without clothing and lack daily food,
16 and one of you says to them,

“Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,”

and yet you do not supply their bodily needs,

what is the good of that?
17 So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

18 But someone will say,

“You have faith and I have works.”

Show me your faith apart from your works,

and I by my works will show you my faith.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Galatians 6.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,

which crucifies the world to me and me to the world.
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G O S P E L Mark 8.27-35

You are the Messiah.
The Son of Man must undergo great suffering.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi;

and on the way he asked his disciples,

“Who do people say that I am?”
28 And they answered him,

“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah;

and still others, one of the prophets.”

29 Jesus asked them,

“But who do you say that I am?”

Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.”
30 And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31 Then he began to teach them

that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,

and be killed, and after three days rise again.
32 He said all this quite openly.

And Peter took Jesus aside and began to rebuke him.
33 But turning and looking at his disciples,

he rebuked Peter and said,

“Get behind me, Satan!

For you are setting your mind not on divine things

but on human things.”

34 Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them,

“If any want to become my followers,

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
35 For those who want to save their life will lose it,

and those who lose their life for my sake,

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 3 4 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 2.12, 17-20

Let us condemn him to a shameful death.

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

The godless say.
12 “Let us lie in wait for the righteous one,

who makes life inconvenient to us and opposes our actions;

who reproaches us for sins against the law,

and accuses us of sins against our training.

17 “Let us see if his words are true,

and let us test what will happen at the end of his life;
18 for if the righteous one is God’s child, God will help him,

and will deliver him from the hand of his adversaries.

19 “Let us test him with insult and torture,

so that we may find out how gentle he is,

and make trial of his forbearance.
20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death,

for, according to what he says, he will be protected.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 54.1-2, 3, 4+6 (R.4b)

R. The Lord upholds my life.

1 Save me, O God, by your name,

and vindicate me by your might.
2 Hear my prayer, O God;

give ear to the words of my mouth. R.

3 For the insolent have risen against me,

the ruthless seek my life;

they do not set God before them. R.

4 But surely, God is my helper;

the Lord is the upholder of my life.
6 With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you;

I will give thanks to your name, for it is good. R.
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SECOND READING James 3.16 - 4.3

A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace.

A reading from the letter of James.

16 Where there is envy and selfish ambition,

there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind.
17 But the wisdom from above is first pure,

then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield,

full of mercy and good fruits,

without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.
18 And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace

for those who make peace.

1 Those conflicts and disputes among you,

where do they come from?

Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you?
2 You want something and do not have it;

so you commit murder.

And you covet something and cannot obtain it;

so you engage in disputes and conflicts.

You do not have, because you do not ask.
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly,

in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Thessalonians 2.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God has called us with the gospel,

to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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G O S P E L Mark 9.30-37

Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After leaving the mountain
30 Jesus and his disciples went on from there

and passed through Galilee.

He did not want anyone to know it;
31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them,

“The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands,

and they will kill him,

and three days after being killed, he will rise again.”
32 But they did not understand what he was saying

and were afraid to ask him.

33 Then they came to Capernaum;

and when he was in the house Jesus asked them,

“What were you arguing about on the way?”
34 But they were silent,

for on the way they had argued with one another

who was the greatest.

35 Jesus sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,

“Whoever wants to be first

must be last of all and servant of all.”

36 Then he took a little child and put it among them;

and taking it in his arms, he said to them,
37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me,

and whoever welcomes me

welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 3 7 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Numbers 11.16a,17c,25-29

Are you jealous for my sake?  Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets!

A reading from the book of Numbers.

16 The Lord said to Moses,

“Gather for me seventy of the elders of the people,
17 and they shall bear the burden of the people along with you

so that you do not bear it all by yourself.”

25 Then the Lord came down in the cloud,

took some of the spirit that was on Moses

and put it on the seventy elders.

When the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied.

But they did not do so again.

26 Two men remained in the camp,

one named Eldad, and the other named Medad,

and the spirit rested on them;

they were among those registered,

but they had not gone out to the tent,

and so they prophesied in the camp.
27 A young man ran and told Moses,

“Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”

28 Joshua son of Nun,

the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said,

“My lord Moses, stop them!”
29 But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake?

Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets,

and that the Lord would put his spirit on them!”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.7, 9, 11-12, 13 (R.8a)

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,

making wise the simple. R.



644 YEAR B

9 The fear of the Lord is pure,

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether. R.

11 By them is your servant warned;

in keeping them there is great reward.
12 But who can detect unmindful errors?

Clear me from hidden faults. R.

13 Keep back your servant also from the insolent;

do not let them have dominion over me.

Then I shall be blameless,

and innocent of great transgression. R.

SECOND READING James 5.1-6

Your riches have rotted.

A reading from the letter of James.

1 Come now, you rich people,

weep and wail for the miseries that are coming to you.
2 Your riches have rotted, and your clothes are moth-eaten.
3 Your gold and silver have rusted,

and their rust will be evidence against you,

and it will eat your flesh like fire.

You have laid up treasure for the last days.
4 Listen!

The wages of the labourers who mowed your fields,

which you kept back by fraud, cry out,

and the cries of the harvesters

have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.

5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in pleasure;

you have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.
6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous one,

who does not resist you.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 17.17b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Your word, O Lord, is truth;

make us holy in the truth.
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G O S P E L Mark 9.38-43, 45, 47-48

Whoever is not against us is for us.
If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

After Jesus had finished teaching the disciples,
38 John said to him,

“Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,

and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”
39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him;

for no one who does a deed of power in my name

will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.
40 Whoever is not against us is for us.

41 “For truly I tell you,

whoever gives you a cup of water to drink

because you bear the name of Christ

will by no means lose the reward.

42 “If any of you put a stumbling block

before one of these little ones who believe in me,

it would be better for you

if a great millstone were hung around your neck

and you were thrown into the sea.

43 “If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off;

it is better for you to enter life maimed

than to have two hands and to go to hell,

to the unquenchable fire.
45 And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off;

it is better for you to enter life lame

than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.
47 And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out;

it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye

than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell,
48 where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.”

The gospel of the Lord.



646 YEAR B

1 4 0 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Genesis 2.7ab,8b,18-24

The two become one flesh.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

7 The Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground,

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
8 and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.

18 Then the Lord God said,

“It is not good that the man should be alone;

I will make him a helper as his partner.”
19 So out of the ground

the Lord God formed every animal of the field

and every bird of the air,

and brought them to the man to see what he would call them;

and whatever the man called every living creature,

that was its name.
20 The man gave names to all cattle,

and to the birds of the air,

and to every animal of the field;

but for the man there was not found a helper as his partner.

21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man,

and he slept;

then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.
22 And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man

he made into a woman and brought her to the man.

23 Then the man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones

and flesh of my flesh;

this one shall be called Woman,

for out of Man this one was taken.”

24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother

and clings to his wife,

and they become one flesh.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 128.1-2, 3, 4-5 (R.5)

R. May the Lord bless us

all the days of our lives.

1 Happy is the one who fears the Lord,

who walks in his ways.
2 You shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands;

you shall be happy, and it shall go well with you. R.

3 Your wife will be like a fruitful vine

within your house;

your children will be like olive shoots

around your table. R.

4 Thus shall the man be blessed who fears the Lord.
5 The Lord bless you from Zion.

May you see the prosperity of Jerusalem

all the days of your life. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 2.9-11

For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

9 We do indeed see Jesus,

who for a little while was made lower than the angels,

now crowned with glory and honour

because of the suffering of death,

so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

10 It was fitting that God,

for whom and through whom all things exist,

in bringing many children to glory,

should make the pioneer of their salvation

perfect through sufferings.

11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified

all have one Father.

For this reason

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 1 John 4.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

If we love one another,

God will live in us in perfect love.
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G O S P E L Mark 10.2-16

What God has joined together, let no one separate.

The shorter version (2-12) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

2 Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked,

“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
3 Jesus answered them, “What did Moses command you?”
4 They said,

“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal

and to divorce her.”

5 But Jesus said to them,

“Because of your hardness of heart

he wrote this commandment for you.
6 But from the beginning of creation,

‘God made them male and female.’
7 ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother

and be joined to his wife,
8 and the two shall become one flesh.’

So they are no longer two, but one flesh.
9 Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

10 Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter.
11 Jesus said to them,

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another

commits adultery against her;
12 and if she divorces her husband and marries another,

she commits adultery.” *
13 People were bringing little children to him

in order that Jesus might touch them;

and the disciples spoke sternly to them.
14 But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,

“Let the little children come to me;

do not stop them:

for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
15 Truly I tell you,

whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child

will never enter it.”

16 And Jesus took them up in his arms,

laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

The gospel of the Lord.
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143 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 7.7-11

I accounted wealth as nothing in comparison to wisdom.

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

7 I prayed, and understanding was given me;

I called on God, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.

8 I preferred her to sceptres and thrones,

and I accounted wealth as nothing in comparison with her.
9 Neither did I liken to her any priceless gem,

because all gold is but a little sand in her sight,

and silver will be accounted as clay before her.

10 I loved her more than health and beauty,

and I chose to have her rather than light,

because her radiance never ceases.
11 All good things came to me along with her,

and in her hands uncounted wealth.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 90.12-13, 14-15, 16-17 (R.14)

R. Fill us with your love, O Lord,

and we will sing for joy!

12 Teach us to count our days

that we may gain a wise heart.
13 Turn, O Lord! How long?

Have compassion on your servants! R.

14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
15 Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us,

and as many years as we have seen evil. R.

16 Let your work be manifest to your servants,

and your glorious power to their children.
17 Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us,

and prosper for us the work of our hands. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 4.12-13

The word of God can judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

12 The word of God is living and active,

sharper than any two-edged sword,

piercing until it divides soul from spirit,

joints from marrow;

it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

13 And before God no creature is hidden,

but all are naked and laid bare

to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an account.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 5.3

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs!

G O S P E L Mark 10.17-30

Go, sell what you own; then follow me.

The shorter version (17-27) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

17 As Jesus was setting out on a journey,

a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good?

No one is good but God alone.
19 You know the commandments:

‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery;

You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness;

You shall not defraud; Honour your father and mother.’ ”

20 He said to Jesus,

“Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.”
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21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said,

“You lack one thing; go, sell what you own,

and give the money to the poor,

and you will have treasure in heaven;

then come, follow me.”

22 When the man heard this,

he was shocked and went away grieving,

for he had many possessions.

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples,

“How hard it will be for those who have wealth

to enter the kingdom of God!”
24 And the disciples were perplexed at these words.

But Jesus said to them again,

“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!
25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle

than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”

26 They were greatly astounded and said to one another,

“Then who can be saved?”
27 Jesus looked at them and said,

“For mortals it is impossible, but not for God;

for God all things are possible.” *
28 Peter began to say to him,

“Look, we have left everything and followed you.”
29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you,

there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters

or mother or father or children or fields,

for my sake and for the sake of the good news,
30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—

houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields—

but with persecutions—

and in the age to come, eternal life.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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146 TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 53.4, 10-11++

When you make his life an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring
and shall prolong his days.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

4 The servant of the Lord has borne our infirmities

and carried our diseases;

yet we accounted him stricken,

struck down by God, and afflicted.

10 It was the will of the Lord to crush him with pain.

When you make his life an offering for sin,

he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his days;

through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
11 Out of his anguish he shall see light;

he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.

The righteous one, my servant, shall make many righteous,

and he shall bear their iniquities.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.4-5, 18-19, 20+22, (R.22)

R. Lord, let your mercy be on us,

as we place our trust in you.

4 The word of the Lord is upright,

and all his work is done in faithfulness.
5 He loves righteousness and justice;

the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. R.

18 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast love,
19 to deliver their soul from death,

and to keep them alive in famine. R.

20 Our soul waits for the Lord;

he is our help and shield.
22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,

even as we hope in you. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 4.14-16

Let us approach the throne of grace with boldness.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

14 Since we have a great high priest

who has passed through the heavens,

Jesus, the Son of God,

let us hold fast to our confession.
15 For we do not have a high priest

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,

but we have one who in every respect has been tested as we are,

yet without sin.

16 Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness,

so that we may receive mercy

and find grace to help in time of need.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Mark 10.45

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Son of Man came to be serve

and to give his life as a ransom for all.

G O S P E L Mark 10.35-45

The Son of Man came to give his life as a ransom for all.

The shorter version (42-45) begins at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee,

came forward to Jesus and said to him,

“Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.”
36 And Jesus said to them,

“What is it you want me to do for you?”
37 And they said to him,

“Grant us to sit, one at your right hand

and one at your left, in your glory.”

38 But Jesus said to them,

“You do not know what you are asking.

Are you able to drink the cup that I drink,

or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?”
39 They replied, “We are able.” ➣
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Then Jesus said to them,

“The cup that I drink you will drink;

and with the baptism with which I am baptized,

you will be baptized;
40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant,

but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.”

41 When the ten heard this,

they began to be angry with James and John.

42 So Jesus called them and said to them,

“You know that among the Gentiles

those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them,

and their great ones are tyrants over them.
43 But it is not so among you;

whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant,
44 and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.
45 For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve,

and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

The gospel of the Lord.

*
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1 4 9 THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jeremiah 31.7-9

I am going to bring my people home–
both those who are blind and those who are lame.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

7 Thus says the Lord:

“Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,

and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;

proclaim, give praise, and say,

‘Save, O Lord, your people,

the remnant of Israel.’

8 “See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,

and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,

among them those who are blind and those who are lame,

those with child and those in labour, together;

a great company, they shall return here.

9 “With weeping they shall come,

and with consolations I will lead them back,

I will let them walk by brooks of water,

in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;

for I have become a father to Israel,

and Ephraim is my firstborn.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 (R.3)

R. The Lord has done great things for us;

we are filled with joy.

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,

we were like those who dream.
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy. R.

Then it was said among the nations,

“The Lord has done great things for them.”
3 The Lord has done great things for us,

and we rejoiced. R.



656 YEAR B

4 Restore our fortunes, O Lord,

like the watercourses in the desert of the Negev.
5 May those who sow in tears

reap with shouts of joy. R.

6 Those who go out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,

shall come home with shouts of joy,

carrying their sheaves. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 5.1-6

You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

1 Every high priest chosen from among mortals

is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf,

to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.
2 He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward,

since he himself is subject to weakness;
3 and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins

as well as for those of the people.
4 And one does not presume to take this honour,

but takes it only when called by God, just as Aaron was.

5 So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest,

but was appointed by the one who said to him,

“You are my Son,

today I have begotten you”;
6 as he says also in another place,

“You are a priest forever,

according to the order of Melchizedek.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Timothy 1.10

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Our Saviour Jesus Christ has done away with death

and brought us life through his gospel.
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G O S P E L Mark 10.46-52

My teacher, let me see again.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

46 As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,

Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar,

was sitting by the roadside.
47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth,

he began to shout out and say,

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
48 Many sternly ordered him to be quiet,

but he cried out even more loudly,

“Son of David, have mercy on me!”

49 Jesus stood still and said,

“Call him here.”

And they called the blind man, saying to him,

“Take heart;

get up, he is calling you.”
50 So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus.

51 Then Jesus said to him,

“What do you want me to do for you?”

The blind man said to him,

“My teacher, let me see again.”
52 Jesus said to him,

“Go; your faith has made you well.”

Immediately the man regained his sight and followed Jesus on the way.

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 5 2 THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 6.2-6

Hear, O Israel: You shall love the Lord your God  with all your heart.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

Moses spoke to the people:
2 “May you and your children and your children’s children

fear the Lord your God all the days of your life,

and keep all his decrees

and his commandments that I am commanding you,

so that your days may be long.

3 “Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently,

so that it may go well with you,

and so that you may multiply greatly in a land

flowing with milk and honey,

as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has promised you.

4 “Hear, O Israel:

The Lord is our God, the Lord alone.
5 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

and with all your soul, and with all your might.
6 Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 18.1-2, 3+6b, 46+50ab (R.1)

R. I love you, Lord, my strength.

1 I love you, O Lord, my strength.
2 The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer.

My God, my rock in whom I take refuge,

my shield, and the source of my salvation, my stronghold. R.

3 I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised,

so I shall be saved from my enemies.
6 From his temple he heard my voice,

and my cry to him reached his ears. R.

46 The Lord lives! Blessed be my rock,

and exalted be the God of my salvation,
50 Great triumphs he gives to his king,

and shows steadfast love to his anointed. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 7.23-28

Jesus holds his priesthood permanently,
because he continues forever.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

23 The priests of the first covenant were many in number,

because they were prevented by death from continuing in office;
24 but Jesus holds his priesthood permanently,

because he continues forever.
25 Consequently he is able for all time

to save those who approach God through him,

since he always lives to make intercession for them.

26 For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest,

holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from sinners,

and exalted above the heavens.
27 Unlike the other high priests,

he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day,

first for his own sins,

and then for those of the people;

this he did once for all when he offered himself.

28 For the law appoints as high priests

those who are subject to weakness,

but the word of the oath,

which came later than the law,

appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

All who love me will keep my words,

and my Father will love them, and we will come to them.



660 YEAR B

G O S P E L Mark 12.28-34

Love God and love your neighbour as yourself.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

28 One of the scribes came near

and heard the religious authorities disputing with one another,

and seeing that Jesus answered them well,

he asked him,

“Which commandment is the first of all?”

29 Jesus answered, “The first is,

‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one;
30 you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

and with all your soul, and with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’

31 “The second is this,

‘You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.”

32 Then the scribe said to him,

“You are right, Teacher;

you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’;
33 and ‘to love him with all the heart,

and with all the understanding,

and with all the strength,’

and ‘to love one’s neighbour as oneself,’—

this is much more important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34 When Jesus saw that the scribe answered wisely, he said to him,

“You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

After that no one dared to ask Jesus any question.

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 5 5 THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 17.10-16

The widow made a little cake and brought it to Elijah.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

10 Elijah, the prophet, set out and went to Zarephath.

When he came to the gate of the town,

a widow was there gathering sticks;

he called to her and said,

“Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.”
11 As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said,

“Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”

12 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives,

I have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar,

and a little oil in a jug;

I am now gathering a couple of sticks,

so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son,

that we may eat it, and die.”

13 Elijah said to her,

“Do not be afraid;

go and do as you have said;

but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me,

and afterwards make something for yourself and your son.
14 For thus says the Lord the God of Israel:

‘The jar of meal will not be emptied

and the jug of oil will not fail

until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.’”

15 She went and did as Elijah said,

so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days.
16 The jar of meal was not emptied,

neither did the jug of oil fail,

according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 (R.1)

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

6 It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free. R.

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind

and lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous
9 and watches over the strangers. R.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 9.24-28

Christ appeared once for all to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands,

a mere copy of the true one,

but he entered into heaven itself,

now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.

25 Nor was it to offer himself again and again,

as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year

with blood that is not his own;
26 for then he would have had to suffer again and again

since the foundation of the world.

But as it is, Christ has appeared once for all at the end of the age

to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself.
27 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once,

and after that comes the judgment,
28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many,

will appear a second time,

not to deal with sin,

but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 5.3

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs!

G O S P E L Mark 12.38-44

The poor widow has put in more than all the rest.

The shorter version (41-44) begins at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus was teaching in the temple,

and a large crowd was listening to him.
38 He said,

“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes,

and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces,
39 and to have the best seats in the synagogues

and places of honour at banquets!
40 They devour widows’ houses

and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.

They will receive the greater condemnation.”

41 Jesus sat down opposite the treasury,

and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury.

Many rich people put in large sums.
42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,

which are worth a penny.
43 Then he called his disciples and said to them,

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more

than all those who are contributing to the treasury.
44 For all of them have contributed out of their abundance;

but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had,

all she had to live on.”

The gospel of the Lord.

*
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1 5 8 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Daniel 12.1-3

At that time your people shall be delivered.

A reading from the book of Daniel.

In the third year of King Cyrus a word was revealed to Daniel.

The word was true and it concerned a great conflict.
1 “At that time Michael, the great prince,

the protector of your people, shall arise.

There shall be a time of anguish,

such as has never occurred

since nations first came into existence.

But at that time your people shall be delivered,

everyone who is found written in the book.
2 Many of those who sleep

in the dust of the earth shall awake,

some to everlasting life,

and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

3 “Those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky,

and those who lead many to righteousness,

like the stars forever and ever.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 16.5+8, 9-10, 11 (R.1)

R. Keep me safe, O God;

you are my hope.

5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;

you hold my lot.
8 I keep the Lord always before me;

because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. R.

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;

my body also rests secure.
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol,

or let your faithful one see the Pit. R.

11 You show me the path of life.

In your presence there is fullness of joy;

in your right hand are pleasures

forevermore. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 10.11-14, 18

By a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

11 Every priest stands day after day at his service,

offering again and again the same sacrifices

that can never take away sins.

12 But when Christ had offered for all time

a single sacrifice for sins,

“he sat down at the right hand of God,”
13 and since then has been waiting

“until his enemies would be made a footstool for his feet.”
14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time

those who are sanctified.

18 Where there is forgiveness of sin and lawless deeds,

there is no longer any offering for sin.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 21.36

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Be watchful, pray constantly,

that you may be worthy to stand before the Son of Man.
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G O S P E L Mark 13.24-32

The Son of Man will gather the elect from the four winds.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, opposite the temple

and began to talk to his disciples

about the end which is to come.

24 “In those days, after the time of suffering,

the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light,
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven,

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

26 “Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’

with great power and glory.
27 Then he will send out the angels,

and gather his elect from the four winds,

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson:

as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves,

you know that summer is near.
29 So also, when you see these things taking place,

you know that he is near, at the very gates.

30 “Truly I tell you,

this generation will not pass away

until all these things have taken place.
31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows,

neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son,

but only the Father.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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161 THIRTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

CHRIST THE KING

FIRST READING Daniel 7.13-14

His dominion is an everlasting dominion.

A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel.

I, Daniel, had a dream and visions as I lay in bed.
13 As I watched in the night visions,

I saw one like a human being

coming with the clouds of heaven.

And he came to the Ancient One

and was presented before him.

14 To him was given dominion and glory and kingship,

that all peoples, nations and languages

should serve him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion

that shall not pass away,

and his kingship is one

that shall never be destroyed.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 93.1ab, 1c-2, 5 (R.1a)

R. The Lord is king;

he is robed in majesty.

1 The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty;

the Lord is robed,

he is girded with strength. R.

He has established the world; it shall never be moved;
2 your throne is established from of old;

you are from everlasting. R.

5 Your decrees are very sure;

holiness befits your house,

O Lord, forevermore. R.
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SECOND READING Revelation 1.5-8

The ruler of the kings of the earth has made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

Jesus Christ is the faithful witness,
5 the firstborn of the dead,

and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood,
6 and made us to be a kingdom,

priests serving his God and Father,

to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7 Look! He is coming with the clouds;

every eye will see him,

even those who pierced him;

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will lament.

So it is to be. Amen.

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God,

“who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Mark 11.9-10

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed is the one who inherits the kingdom of David our Father;

blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
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G O S P E L John 18.33b-37

You say that I am a king.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

33 Pilate asked Jesus,

“Are you the King of the Jews?”
34 Jesus answered,

“Do you ask this on your own,

or did others tell you about me?”
35 Pilate replied,

“I am not a Jew, am I?

Your own nation and the chief priests

have handed you over to me.

What have you done?”

36 Jesus answered,

“My kingdom is not from this world.

If my kingdom were from this world,

my followers would be fighting

to keep me from being handed over to the Jewish authorities.

But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.”

37 Pilate asked him,

“So you are a king?”

Jesus answered,

“You say that I am a king.

For this I was born,

and for this I came into the world,

to testify to the truth.

Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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66 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The first Sunday in Ordinary Time is the feast of the Baptism of the Lord (see no. 21).

FIRST READING Isaiah 62.1-5

As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The Lord says this:

1 “For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,

until her vindication shines out like the dawn,

and her salvation like a burning torch.

2 “The nations shall see your vindication,

and all the kings your glory;

and you shall be called by a new name

that the mouth of the Lord will give.
3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

4 “You shall no more be termed ‘Forsaken,’

and your land shall no more be termed ‘Desolate’;

but you shall be called ‘My Delight Is in Her,’

and your land ‘Married’;

for the Lord delights in you,

and your land shall be married.

5 “For as a young man marries a young woman,

so shall your builder marry you,

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,

so shall your God rejoice over you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 96.1-2, 3-4, 7-8, 9-10ac (R.3)

R. Proclaim God’s marvellous deeds to all the nations.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song;

sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;

tell of his salvation from day to day. R.
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3 Declare his glory among the nations,

his marvellous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;

he is to be revered above all gods. R.

7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,

ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;

bring an offering, and come into his courts. R.

9 Worship the Lord in holy splendour;

tremble before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, “The Lord is king!

He will judge the peoples with equity.” R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12.4-11

One and the same Spirit allots these gifts to each one individually
just as the Spirit chooses.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

4 There are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;
5 and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord;
6 and there are varieties of activities,

but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.

7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit

for the common good.
8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom,

and to another the utterance of knowledge

according to the same Spirit,
9 to another faith by the same Spirit,

to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
10 to another the working of miracles,

to another prophecy,

to another the discernment of spirits,

to another various kinds of tongues,

to another the interpretation of tongues.

11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,

who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Thessalonians 2.14

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God has called us with the gospel,
to share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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G O S P E L John 2.1-12

Jesus did the first of his signs in Cana of Galilee.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 There was a wedding in Cana of Galilee,

and the mother of Jesus was there.
2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding.

3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him,

“They have no wine.”
4 And Jesus said to her,

“Woman, what concern is that to you and to me?

My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants,

“Do whatever he tells you.”

6 Now standing there were six stone water jars

for the Jewish rites of purification,

each holding about a hundred litres.
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.”

And they filled them up to the brim.
8 He said to them, “Now draw some out,

and take it to the chief steward.”

So they took it.

9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine,

and did not know where it came from

(though the servants who had drawn the water knew),
10 the steward called the bridegroom and said to him,

“Everyone serves the good wine first,

and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk.

But you have kept the good wine until now.”

11 Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee,

and revealed his glory;

and his disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother,

his brothers, and his disciples;

and they remained there a few days.

The gospel of the Lord.
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69 THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Nehemiah 8.1-4a, 5-6, 8-10++

The people understood the book of the Law as it was read to them.

A reading from the book of Nehemiah.

1 All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate.

They told the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses,

which the Lord had given to Israel.
2 Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly,

both men and women and all who could hear with understanding.

This was on the first day of the seventh month.
3 He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate

from early morning until midday,

in the presence of the men and the women

and those who could understand;

and the ears of all the people were attentive

to the book of the law.
4 The scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform

that had been made for the purpose.

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people,

for he was standing above all the people;

and when he opened it, all the people stood up.
6 Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God,

and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands.

Then they bowed their heads

and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

8 So the Levites read from the book,

from the law of God, with interpretation.

They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe,

and the Levites who taught the people

said to all the people,

“This day is holy to the Lord your God;

do not mourn or weep.”

For all the people wept when they heard the words of the law. ➣
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10 Then Ezra said to them,

“Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine

and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared,

for this day is holy to our Lord;

and do not be grieved,

for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 14 (R. Jn 6.63)

R. Yours words, Lord, are spirit and life.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,

making wise the simple. R.

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear,

enlightening the eyes. R.

9 The fear of the Lord is pure,

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether. R.

14 Let the words of my mouth

and the meditation of my heart

be acceptable to you,

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. R.

SECOND READING (longer) 1 Corinthians 12.12-30

You form the body of Christ, yet each of you is a different part of it.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

12 Just as the body is one and has many members,

and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,

so it is with Christ.
13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body

—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.
15 If the foot would say,

“Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,”

that would not make it any less a part of the body.
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16 And if the ear would say,

“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,”

that would not make it any less a part of the body.
17 If the whole body were an eye,

where would the hearing be?

If the whole body were hearing,

where would the sense of smell be?

18 But as it is,

God arranged the members in the body,

each one of them, as he chose.
19 If all were a single member, where would the body be?
20 As it is, there are many members, yet one body.
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,”

nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”
22 On the contrary,

the members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable,
23 and those members of the body that we think less honourable

we clothe with greater honour,

and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect;
24 whereas our more respectable members do not need this.

But God has so arranged the body,

giving the greater honour to the inferior member,
25 that there may be no dissension within the body,

but the members may have the same care for one another.
26 If one member suffers, all suffer together with it;

if one member is honoured, all rejoice together with it.

27 Now you are the body of Christ

and individually members of it.
28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles,

second prophets, third teachers;

then deeds of power, then gifts of healing,

forms of assistance, forms of leadership,

various kinds of tongues.

29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets?

Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?
30 Do all possess gifts of healing?

Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret?

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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SECOND READING (shorter) 1 Corinthians 12.12-14, 27

You form the body of Christ, yet each of you is a different part of it.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

12 Just as the body is one and has many members,

and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,

so it is with Christ.

13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body

—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

14 Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many.
27 Now you are the body of Christ

and individually members of it.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18-19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor

and freedom to prisoners.

G O S P E L Luke 1.1-4; 4.14-21

Today this scripture has been fulfilled.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account

of the events that have been fulfilled among us,
2 just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning

were eyewitnesses and servants of the word,
3 I too decided,

after investigating everything carefully from the very first,

to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,
4 so that you may know the truth

concerning the things about which you have been instructed.

14 Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,

returned to Galilee,

and a report about him spread through all the surrounding country.
15 He began to teach in their synagogues

and was praised by everyone.
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16 When he came to Nazareth,

where he had been brought up,

Jesus went to the synagogue on the sabbath day,

as was his custom.

He stood up to read,
17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him.

He unrolled the scroll

and found the place where it was written:
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”

20 And Jesus rolled up the scroll,

gave it back to the attendant, and sat down.

The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.

21 Then Jesus began to say to them,

“Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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72 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jeremiah 1.4-5, 17-19

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

4 Now the word of the Lord came to me saying,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you,

and before you were born, I consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.

17 “Therefore, gird up your loins;

stand up and tell the people everything that I command you.

Do not break down before them,

or I will break you before them.
18 And I for my part have made you today a fortified city,

an iron pillar, and a bronze wall,

against the whole land—

against the kings of Judah,

its princes, its priests, and the people of the land.

19 “They will fight against you;

but they shall not prevail against you,

for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver you.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 71.1-2, 3, 5-6, 15+17 (R.15)

R. I will sing of your salvation.

1 In you, O Lord, I take refuge;

let me never be put to shame.
2 In your righteousness, deliver me and rescue me;

incline your ear to me and save me. R.

3 Be to me a rock of refuge,

a strong fortress, to save me,

for you are my rock and my fortress.

Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked. R.

5 For you, O Lord, are my hope,

my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
6 Upon you I have leaned from my birth;

it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. R.
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15 My mouth will tell of your righteous acts,

of your deeds of salvation all day long.
17 O God, from my youth you have taught me,

and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12.31 - 13.13

Faith, hope, and love abide; the greatest of these is love.

The shorter version (4-13) begins at the asterisk.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters,
31 strive for the greater gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way.

1 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels,

but do not have love,

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
2 If I have prophetic powers,

and understand all mysteries and all knowledge,

and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains,

but do not have love, I am nothing.
3 If I give away all my possessions,

and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,

but do not have love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient; love is kind;

love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.
5 It does not insist on its own way;

it is not irritable or resentful;
6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing,

but rejoices in the truth.
7 It bears all things, believes all things,

hopes all things, endures all things.
8 Love never ends.

But as for prophecies, they will come to an end;

as for tongues, they will cease;

as for knowledge, it will come to an end.

9 For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part;
10 but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.
11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child,

I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child;

when I became an adult, I put an end to childish ways.

*

➣
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12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly,

but then we will see face to face.

Now I know only in part;

then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.

13 Now faith, hope, and love abide, these three;

and the greatest of these is love.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 4.18-19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The Lord sent me to bring good news to the poor

and freedom to prisoners.

G O S P E L Luke 4.21-30

Like Elijah and Elisha, Jesus was not sent only to the Jewish people.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit,

came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up.

He went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom,

and read from the prophet Isaiah.

The eyes of all were fixed on him.

Then he began to say to them,

21 “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
22 All spoke well of him

and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.

They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”

23 Jesus said to them,

“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb,

‘Doctor, cure yourself!’

And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown

the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’”

24 And he said, “Truly I tell you,

no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.
25 But the truth is,

there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah,

when the heaven was shut up three years and six months,

and there was a severe famine over all the land;
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26 yet Elijah was sent to none of them

except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.
27 There were also many lepers in Israel

in the time of the prophet Elisha,

and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the Syrian.”

28 When they heard this,

all in the synagogue were filled with rage.
29 They got up, drove Jesus out of the town,

and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built,

so that they might hurl him off the cliff.
30 But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

The gospel of the Lord.
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75 FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 6.1-2a, 3-8

Here I am; send me!

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 In the year that King Uzziah died,

I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty;

and the hem of his robe filled the temple.
2 Seraphs were in attendance above him;

each had six wings.
3 And one called to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory.”
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices

of those who called,

and the house filled with smoke.

5 And I said:

“Woe is me! I am lost,

for I am a man of unclean lips,

and I live among a people of unclean lips;

yet my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”

6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me,

holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar

with a pair of tongs.
7 The seraph touched my mouth with it and said:

“Now that this has touched your lips,

your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.”

8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,

“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?”

And I said, “Here am I; send me!”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 138.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 7c-8 (R.1b)

R. In the sight of the angels I will sing your praises, Lord.

1 I give you thanks, O Lord,
with my whole heart;

before the gods I sing your praise;
2 I bow down toward your holy temple.

I give thanks to your name
for your steadfast love and your faithfulness. R.

For you have exalted your name

and your word above everything.
3 On the day I called, you answered me,

you increased my strength of soul. R.

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord,

for they have heard the words of your mouth.
5 They shall sing of the ways of the Lord,

for great is the glory of the Lord. R.

7 You stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.
8 The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me;

your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.
Do not forsake the work of your hands. R.

SECOND READING (longer) 1 Corinthians 15.1-11

I preach what the other apostles preach,
and on our preaching is your faith founded.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

1 I would remind you, brothers and sisters,

of the good news that I proclaimed to you,

which you in turn received, in which also you stand.
2 This is the good news through which also you are being saved,

if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—

unless you have come to believe in vain.

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance

what I in turn had received:

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,
4 and that he was buried,

and that he was raised on the third day

in accordance with the scriptures,
5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

6 Then Christ appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters

at one time,

most of whom are still alive, though some have died. ➣
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7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, Christ appeared also to me.

9 For I am the least of the apostles,

unfit to be called an apostle,

because I persecuted the church of God.
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am,

and his grace toward me has not been in vain.

On the contrary, I worked harder than any of the apostles—

though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.

11 Whether then it was I or they,

so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

SECOND READING (shorter) 1 Corinthians 15.3-8, 11

I preach what the other apostles preach,
and on our preaching is your faith founded.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

My brothers and sisters,
3 I handed on to you as of first importance

what I in turn had received:

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures,
4 and that he was buried,

and that he was raised on the third day

in accordance with the scriptures,
5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.

6 Then Christ appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters

at one time,

most of whom are still alive, though some have died.

7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.
8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, Christ appeared also to me.

11 Whether then it was I or they,

so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 4.19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come follow me, says the Lord,
and I will make you fishers of my people.

G O S P E L Luke 5.1-11

Peter, James and John left everything, and followed Jesus.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 While Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret,

and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God,
2 he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake;

the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets.

3 Jesus got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon,

and asked him to put out a little way from the shore.

Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.
4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,

“Put out into the deep water

and let down your nets for a catch.”
5 Simon answered,

“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.

Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”
6 When they had done this,

they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break.
7 So they signalled their partners in the other boat

to come and help them.

And they came and filled both boats,

so that they began to sink.

8 But when Simon Peter saw it,

he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying,

“Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!”

9 For Simon Peter and all who were with him were amazed

at the catch of fish that they had taken;
10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee,

who were partners with Simon.

Then Jesus said to Simon,

“Do not be afraid;

from now on you will be catching people.”

11 When they had brought their boats to shore,

they left everything and followed Jesus.

The gospel of the Lord.
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78 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jeremiah 17.5-8

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals;
blessed are those who trust in the Lord.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

5 Thus says the Lord:

“Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals

and make mere flesh their strength,

whose hearts turn away from the Lord.
6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert,

and shall not see when relief comes.

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,

in an uninhabited salt land.

7 “Blessed are those who trust in the Lord,

whose trust is the Lord.
8 They shall be like a tree planted by water,

sending out its roots by the stream.

This tree shall not fear when heat comes,

and its leaves shall stay green;

in the year of drought it is not anxious,

and it does not cease to bear fruit.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 1.1-2, 3, 4+6 (R. Ps 40.4)

R. Happy are they who hope in the Lord.

1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked,

or take the path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;
2 but their delight is in the law of the Lord,

and on his law they meditate day and night. R.

3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,

which yield their fruit in its season,

and their leaves do not wither.

In all that they do, they prosper. R.

4 The wicked are not so,

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.
6 for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous,

but the way of the wicked will perish. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.12, 16-20

If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

12 If Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead,

how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?

16 For if the dead are not raised,

then Christ has not been raised.
17 If Christ has not been raised,

your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
18 Then those also who have died in Christ have perished.

19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,

we are of all people most to be pitied.
20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,

the first fruits of those who have died.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 6.23

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Rejoice and be glad;

your reward will be great in heaven.

G O S P E L Luke 6.17, 20-26

Blessed are the poor, but woe to you who are rich!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

17 Jesus came down with the twelve and stood on a level place,

with a great crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people

from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.

20 Then Jesus looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.
21 Blessed are you who are hungry now,

for you will be filled.

Blessed are you who weep now,

for you will laugh.
22 Blessed are you when people hate you,

and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you

on account of the Son of Man. ➣
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23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy,

for surely your reward is great in heaven;

for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

24 “But woe to you who are rich,

for you have received your consolation.
25 Woe to you who are full now,

for you will be hungry.

Woe to you who are laughing now,

for you will mourn and weep.
26 Woe to you when all speak well of you,

for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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81 SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 26.2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-25++

The Lord gave you into my hands today, but I will not raise my hand
against the Lord’s anointed.

A reading from the first book of Samuel.

Having heard that David was hiding out in the desert,
2 Saul rose and went down to the Wilderness of Ziph,

with three thousand chosen men of Israel,

to seek David in the Wilderness of Ziph.

7 David and Abishai went into Saul’s army by night;

there Saul lay sleeping within the encampment,

with his spear stuck in the ground at his head;

and Abner and the army lay around him.
8 Abishai said to David,

“God has given your enemy into your hand today;

now therefore let me pin him to the ground

with one stroke of the spear;

I will not strike him twice.”
9 But David said to Abishai,

“Do not destroy him;

for who can raise his hand against the Lord’s anointed,

and be guiltless?”

12 So David took the spear that was at Saul’s head and the water jar,

and they went away.

No one saw it, or knew it, nor did anyone awake;

for they were all asleep,

because a deep sleep from the Lord had fallen upon them.

13 Then David went over to the other side,

and stood on top of a hill far away,

with a great distance between them.
22 David called aloud to Saul,

“Here is the spear, O king!

Let one of the young men come over and get it.
23 The Lord rewards everyone for his righteousness

and his faithfulness;

for the Lord gave you into my hand today,

but I would not raise my hand against the Lord’s anointed. ➣
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24 As your life was precious today in my sight,

so may my life be precious in the sight of the Lord,

and may he rescue me from all tribulation.”

25 Then Saul said to David, “Blessed be you, my son David!

You will do many things and will succeed in them.”

So David went his way, and Saul returned to his place.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.1-2, 3-4, 8+10, 12-13 (R.8)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

1 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless his holy name.
2 Bless the Lord, O my soul,

and do not forget all his benefits. R.

3 It is the Lord who forgives all your iniquity,

who heals all your diseases,
4 who redeems your life from the Pit,

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. R.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

12 As far as the east is from the west,

so far he removes our transgressions from us.
13 As a father has compassion for his children,

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.45-50++

We have borne the image of the one of dust
so let us bear the image of the one of heaven.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

45 It is written:

“The first man, Adam, became a living being”;

the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
46 But it is not the spiritual that is first,

but the physical, and then the spiritual.

47 The first was from the earth, made of dust;

the second is from heaven.
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48 As was the one of dust, so are those who are of the dust;

and as is the one of heaven, so are those who are of heaven.

49 Just as we have borne the image of the one of dust,

we will also bear the image of the one of heaven.

50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this:

flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 13.34

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I give you a new commandment:

love one another as I have loved you.

G O S P E L Luke 6.27-38

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Jesus addressed a great crowd of his disciples,

together with the multitude from Judea, Jerusalem, Tyre and Sidon.
27 “I say to you that listen:

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
28 bless those who curse you,

pray for those who abuse you.
29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also;

and from anyone who takes away your coat

do not withhold even your shirt.
30 Give to everyone who begs from you;

and if anyone takes away your goods,

do not ask for them again.
31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.”

32 “If you love those who love you,

what credit is that to you?

For even sinners love those who love them.
33 If you do good to those who do good to you,

what credit is that to you?

For even sinners do the same.
34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,

what credit is that to you? ➣
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Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again.
35 But love your enemies,

do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.

Your reward will be great, and you will be

children of the Most High;

for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked.
36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged;

do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.

Forgive, and you will be forgiven;
38 give, and it will be given to you.

A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,

will be put into your lap;

for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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84 EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Sirach 27.4-7

Do not praise people before they speak.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

4 When a sieve is shaken, the refuse appears;

so do a person’s faults when one speaks.
5 The kiln tests the potter’s vessels;

so the test of a person is in conversation.

6 Its fruit discloses the cultivation of a tree;

so a person’s speech discloses the cultivation of the mind.
7 Do not praise people before they speak,

for this is the way people are tested.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 92.1-2, 12-13, 14-15 (R.1)

R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.

1 It is good to give thanks to the Lord,

to sing praises to your name, O Most High;
2 to declare your steadfast love in the morning,

and your faithfulness by night. R.

12 The righteous flourish like the palm tree,

and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.
13 They are planted in the house of the Lord;

they flourish in the courts of our God. R.

14 In old age they still produce fruit;

they are always green and full of sap,
15 showing that the Lord is upright;

he is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in him. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.54-58

God has given us the victory through Jesus Christ.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

54 When this perishable body puts on imperishability,

and this mortal body puts on immortality,

then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin,

and the power of sin is the law.
57 But thanks be to God,

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved,

be steadfast, immovable,

always excelling in the work of the Lord,

because you know that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Philippians 2.15-16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Shine on the world like bright stars;

you are offering it the word of life.

G O S P E L Luke 6.39-45

From what is in the heart, the mouth speaks.

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

39 Jesus told his disciples a parable:

“Can a blind person guide a blind person?

Will not both fall into a pit?
40 A disciple is not above the teacher,

but everyone who is fully qualified will be like the teacher.

41 “Why do you see the speck in your neighbour’s eye,

but do not notice the log in your own eye?
42 Or how can you say to your neighbour,

‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’

when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye?
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You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,

and then you will see clearly

to take the speck out of your neighbour’s eye.

43 “No good tree bears bad fruit,

nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit;
44 for each tree is known by its own fruit.

Figs are not gathered from thorns,

nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush.

45 “Out of the good treasure of the heart,

the good person produces good,

and out of evil treasure,

the evil person produces evil;

for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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87 NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 8.41-43

When foreigners come to pray to you, O Lord, hear them.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

King Solomon prayed to the Lord in these words:
41 “When a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel,

comes from a distant land because of your name
42 —for others shall hear of your great name,

your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm—

when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house,
43 then hear in heaven, your dwelling place.

Do according to all that the foreigner calls to you,

so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name

and fear you, as do your people Israel,

and so that they may know that your name

has been invoked on this house that I have built.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 117.1, 2 (R. Mk 16.15)

R. Go out to all the world and tell the good news.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Praise the Lord, all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples! R.

2 For great is his steadfast love toward us,

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. R.
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SECOND READING Galatians 1.1-2, 6-10

If I were still pleasing people, I would not be a servant of Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

1 From Paul an apostle

—sent neither by human commission nor from human authorities,

but through Jesus Christ

and God the Father, who raised Christ from the dead—
2 and all the members of God’s family who are with me,

to the churches of Galatia:

6 I am astonished

that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you

in the grace of Christ

and are turning to a different gospel—
7 not that there is another gospel,

but there are some who are confusing you

and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.

8 But even if we or an angel from heaven

should proclaim to you a gospel contrary to what we proclaimed to you,

let that one be accursed!
9 As we have said before, so now I repeat,

if anyone proclaims to you a gospel contrary to what you received,

let that one be accursed!

10 Am I now seeking human approval, or God’s approval?

Or am I trying to please people?

If I were still pleasing people,

I would not be a servant of Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
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G O S P E L Luke 7.1-10

Not even in Israel have I found such faith.

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 Jesus entered the town of Capernaum.
2 A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly,

and who was ill and close to death.
3 When the centurion heard about Jesus,

he sent some Jewish elders to him,

asking him to come and heal his slave.

4 When they came to Jesus,

the elders appealed to him earnestly, saying,

“He is worthy of having you do this for him,
5 for he loves our people,

and it is he who built our synagogue for us.”

6 And Jesus went with the elders,

but when he was not far from the house,

the centurion sent friends to say to him,

“Lord, do not trouble yourself,

for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof;
7 therefore I did not presume to come to you.

But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed.
8 For I also am a man set under authority,

with soldiers under me;

and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes,

and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes,

and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.”

9 When Jesus heard this he was amazed at the centurion,

and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said,

“I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.”

10 When the elders who had been sent returned to the house,

they found the slave in good health.

The gospel of the Lord.
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90 TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 17.8-9,17-21a,22-24++

See, your son is alive.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

8 The word of the Lord came to Elijah, saying,
9 “Go now to Zarephath and live there;

for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.”

17 Now the son of this woman became ill;

his illness was so severe that there was no breath left in him.

18 She then said to Elijah,

“What have you against me, O man of God?

You have come to me to bring my sins to remembrance,

and to cause the death of my son!”

19 But Elijah said to her, “Give me your son.”

He took him from her bosom,

carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging,

and laid him on his own bed.
20 Elijah cried out to the Lord,

“O Lord my God,

have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I am staying,

by killing her son?”
21 Three times he cried out to the Lord,

“O Lord my God, let this child’s life come into him again.”

22 The Lord listened to the voice of Elijah;

the life of the child came into him again, and he revived.

23 Elijah took the child,

brought him down from the upper chamber into the house,

and gave him to his mother;

then Elijah said, “See, your son is alive.”

24 So the woman said to Elijah,

“Now I know that you are a man of God,

and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is truth.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 30.1+3, 4-5, 10+11a+12b (R.1a)

R. I will praise you, Lord,

for you have rescued me.

1 I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up,

and did not let my foes rejoice over me.
3 O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol,

restored me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. R.

4 Sing praises to the Lord, O you his faithful ones,

and give thanks to his holy name.
5 For his anger is but for a moment;

his favour is for a lifetime.

Weeping may linger for the night,
but joy comes with the morning. R.

10 Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me!

O Lord, be my helper!
11 You have turned my mourning into dancing.
12 O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever. R.

SECOND READING Galatians 1.11-19

God revealed his Son to me, so that I might proclaim his Son
among the Gentiles.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

11 For I want you to know, brothers and sisters,

that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin;
12 for I did not receive it from a human source,

nor was I taught it,

but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism.

I was violently persecuting the church of God

and was trying to destroy it.
14 I advanced in Judaism

beyond many among my people of the same age,

for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.

15 But when God,

who had set me apart before I was born

and called me through his grace,
16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me,

so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles,

I did not confer with any human being,
17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem

to those who were already apostles before me,

but I went away at once into Arabia,

and afterwards I returned to Damascus.
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18 Then after three years

I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas

and stayed with him fifteen days;
19 but I did not see any other apostle

except James, the Lord’s brother.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

A great prophet has appeared among us;

God has visited his people.

G O S P E L Luke 7.11-17

Young man, I say to you, rise!

A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

11 Jesus went to a town called Nain,

and his disciples and a large crowd went with him.
12 As he approached the gate of the town,

a man who had died was being carried out.

He was his mother’s only son,

and she was a widow;

and with her was a large crowd from the town.

13 When the Lord saw her,

he had compassion for her and said to her,

“Do not weep.”

14 Then he came forward and touched the pallet,

and the bearers stood still.

And Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!”
15 The dead man sat up and began to speak,

and Jesus gave him to his mother.

16 Fear seized all of them;

and they glorified God, saying,

“A great prophet has risen among us!”

and “God has looked favourably on his people!”
17 This word about Jesus spread throughout Judea

and all the surrounding country.

The gospel of the Lord.
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93 ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 12.7-10, 13

The Lord has put away your sin; you shall not die.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

David did what displeased the Lord,

and the Lord sent the prophet Nathan to David.
7 Nathan said to David,

“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:

I anointed you king over Israel,

and I rescued you from the hand of Saul;
8 I gave you your master’s house,

and your master’s wives into your bosom,

and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah;

if that had been too little,

I would have added as much more.

9 “Why have you despised the word of the Lord,

to do what is evil in his sight?

You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword,

and have taken his wife to be your wife,

and have killed Uriah with the sword of the Ammonites.

10 “Now therefore the sword shall never depart from your house,

for you have despised me,

and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.”

13 David said to Nathan,

“I have sinned against the Lord.”

Nathan said to David,

“Now the Lord has put away your sin;

you shall not die.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 32.1-2, 5, 7+10b, 11 (R.5b)

R. Lord, forgive the wrong I have done.

1 Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,

whose sin is covered.
2 Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,

and in whose spirit there is no deceit. R.
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5 I acknowledged my sin to you,

and I did not hide my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”

and you forgave the guilt of my sin. R.

7 You are a hiding place for me;

you preserve me from trouble;

you surround me with glad cries of deliverance;
10 for steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord. R.

11 Be glad in the Lord

and rejoice, O righteous,

and shout for joy,

all you upright in heart. R.

SECOND READING Galatians 2.16, 19-21

It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in me.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

16 We know that a person is justified not by the works of the law

but through faith in Jesus Christ.

And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus,

so that we might be justified by faith in Christ,

and not by doing the works of the law,

because no one will be justified by the works of the law.
19 For through the law I died to the law,

so that I might live to God.

I have been crucified with Christ;
20 and it is no longer I who live,

but it is Christ who lives in me.

And the life I now live in the flesh

I live by faith in the Son of God,

who loved me and gave himself for me.
21 I do not nullify the grace of God;

for if justification comes through the law,

then Christ died for nothing.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 1 John 4.10b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God first loved us

and sent his Son to take away our sins.
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G O S P E L Luke 7.36 - 8.3

Her many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown great love.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

36 One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him,

and he went into the Pharisee’s house

and took his place at the table.

37 A woman in the city, who was a sinner,

having learned that Jesus was eating in the Pharisee’s house,

brought an alabaster jar of ointment.
38 She stood behind Jesus at his feet, weeping,

and began to bathe his feet with her tears

and to dry them with her hair.

Then she continued kissing his feet

and anointing them with the ointment.

39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Jesus saw it,

he said to himself,

“If this man were a prophet,

he would have known

who and what kind of woman this is who is touching him—

that she is a sinner.”

40 Jesus spoke up and said to him,

“Simon, I have something to say to you.”

“Teacher,” he replied, “speak.”

41 “A certain creditor had two debtors;

one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.
42 When they could not pay,

he cancelled the debts for both of them.

Now which of them will love him more?”
43 Simon answered,

“I suppose the one for whom he cancelled the greater debt.”

And Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.”

44 Then turning toward the woman, he said to Simon,

“Do you see this woman?

I entered your house;

you gave me no water for my feet,

but she has bathed my feet with her tears

and dried them with her hair.
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45 “You gave me no kiss,

but from the time I came in

she has not stopped kissing my feet.
46 You did not anoint my head with oil,

but she has anointed my feet with ointment.

47 “Therefore, I tell you,

her sins, which were many, have been forgiven;

hence she has shown great love.

But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.”
48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

49 But those who were at the table with him

began to say among themselves,

“Who is this who even forgives sins?”
50 And Jesus said to the woman,

“Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

1 Soon afterwards Jesus went on through cities and villages,

proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God.
2 The twelve were with him,

as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities:

Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out,
3 and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza,

and Susanna, and many others,

who provided for them out of their resources.

The gospel of the Lord.
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96 TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Zechariah 12.10-11

They will look on the one whom they have pierced.

A reading from the book of the prophet Zechariah.

The Lord says this:
10 “I will pour out a spirit of compassion and supplication

on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem,

so that, when they look on the one whom they have pierced,

they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child,

and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.

11 “On that day the mourning in Jerusalem

will be as great as the mourning for Hadad-rimmon

in the plain of Megiddo.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 63.1, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 (R.1a)

R. My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

1 O God, you are my God, I seek you,

my soul thirsts for you;

my flesh faints for you,

as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. R.

2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary,

beholding your power and glory.
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life,

my lips will praise you. R.

4 So I will bless you as long as I live;

I will lift up my hands and call on your name.
5 My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast,

and my mouth praises you with joyful lips. R.

7 For you have been my help,

and in the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
8 My soul clings to you;

your right hand upholds me. R.
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SECOND READING Galatians 3.26-29

Whoever is baptized in Christ, has put on Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

My brothers and sisters,
26 in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.
27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ

have clothed yourselves with Christ.

28 There is no longer Jew or Greek,

there is no longer slave or free,

there is no longer male and female;

for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.

29 And if you belong to Christ,

then you are Abraham’s offspring,

heirs according to the promise.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;

I know them, and they follow me.

G O S P E L Luke 9.18-24

Peter says: You are the Messiah of God. Jesus replies:
The Son of Man must suffer greatly.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

18 One day when Jesus was praying alone,

with only the disciples near him,

he asked them,

“Who do the crowds say that I am?”

19 They answered,

“John the Baptist; but others, Elijah;

and still others, that one of the ancient prophets has arisen.”
20 Jesus said to them,

“But who do you say that I am?”

Peter answered, “The Messiah of God.” ➣
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21 Jesus sternly ordered and commanded the disciples not to tell anyone,
22 saying, “The Son of Man must undergo great suffering,

and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes,

and be killed,

and on the third day be raised.”

23 Then Jesus said to them all,

“If any want to become my followers,

let them deny themselves

and take up their cross daily and follow me.
24 For those who want to save their life will lose it,

and those who lose their life for my sake will save it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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99 THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19.16b, 19-21

Elisha set out, followed Elijah, serving him.

A reading from the first book of Kings.

The Lord spoke to the prophet Elijah and said,
16 “You shall anoint Elisha, son of Shaphat,

as prophet in your place.”

19 So Elijah set out from there, and found Elisha, who was ploughing.

There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead of him,

and he was with the twelfth.

Elijah passed by Elisha and threw his mantle over him.
20 Elisha left the oxen, ran after Elijah, and said,

“Let me kiss my father and my mother,

and then I will follow you.”

Then Elijah said to him,

“Go back again; for what have I done to you?”
21 Elisha returned from following Elijah,

took the yoke of oxen, and slaughtered them;

using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh,

and gave it to the people, and they ate.

Then Elisha set out and followed Elijah,

and became his servant.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 16.1-2+5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 (R.5)

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord.

1 Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
2 I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;

I have no good apart from you.”
5 The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot. R.

7 I bless the Lord who gives me counsel;

in the night also my heart instructs me.
8 I keep the Lord always before me;

because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. R.
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9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;

my body also rests secure.
10 For you do not give me up to Sheol,

or let your faithful one see the Pit. R.

11 You show me the path of life.

In your presence there is fullness of joy;

in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. R.

SECOND READING Galatians 5.1, 13-18

You were called to freedom.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

1 For freedom Christ has set us free.

Stand firm, therefore,

and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.
13 For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters;

only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence,

but through love become slaves to one another.

14 For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment,

“You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
15 If, however, you bite and devour one another,

take care that you are not consumed by one another.

16 Live by the Spirit, I say,

and do not gratify the desires of the flesh.
17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit,

and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh;

for these are opposed to each other,

to prevent you from doing what you want.
18 But if you are led by the Spirit,

you are not subject to the law.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 1 Samuel 3.9; John 6.69b

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening;

you have the words of everlasting life.
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G O S P E L Luke 9.51-62

Jesus set his face resolutely toward Jerusalem.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up,

Jesus set his face to go to Jerusalem.

52 And he sent messengers ahead of him.

On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans

to make ready for Jesus;
53 but the Samaritans did not receive him,

because his face was set toward Jerusalem.

54 When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,

“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven

and consume them?”
55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them.
56 Then they went on to another village.

57 As they were going along the road, someone said to him,

“I will follow you wherever you go.”
58 And Jesus said to him,

“Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests;

but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.”

59 To another Jesus said,

“Follow me.”

But he replied,

“Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”
60 But Jesus said to him,

“Let the dead bury their own dead;

but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

61 Another said,

“I will follow you, Lord;

but let me first say farewell to those at my home.”
62 Jesus said to him,

“No one who puts a hand to the plough and looks back

is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 0 2 FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 66.10-14

Jerusalem will enjoy peace, like a flowing river.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

10 Rejoice with Jerusalem,

and be glad for her,

all you who love her;

rejoice with her in joy,

all you who mourn over her—
11 that you may nurse and be satisfied

from her consoling breast;

that you may drink deeply with delight

from her glorious bosom.

12 For thus says the Lord:

“I will extend prosperity to her like a river,

and the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream;

and you shall nurse and be carried on her arm,

and dandled on her knees.
13 As a mother comforts her child,

so I will comfort you;

you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

14 “You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice;

your bodies shall flourish like the grass;

and it shall be known

that the hand of the Lord is with his servants.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 66.1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a, 16+20 (R.1)

R. Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

1 Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
2 sing the glory of his name;

give to him glorious praise.
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!” R.
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4 “All the earth worships you;

they sing praises to you, sing praises to your name.”
5 Come and see what God has done:

he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. R.

6 He turned the sea into dry land;

they passed through the river on foot.

There we rejoiced in him,
7 who rules by his might forever. R.

16 Come and hear, all you who fear God,

and I will tell what he has done for me.
20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer

or removed his steadfast love from me. R.

SECOND READING Galatians 6.14-18

I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

14 May I never boast of anything

except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,

by which the world has been crucified to me,

and I to the world.
15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything;

but a new creation is everything!

16 As for those who will follow this rule—

peace be upon them, and mercy,

and upon the Israel of God.
17 From now on, let no one make trouble for me;

for I carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.

18 May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ

be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Colossians 3.15a, 16a

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,

and the fullness of his message live within you.
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G O S P E L Luke 10.1-12, 17-20

Your peace will find a home with those who are at peace.

The shorter version (1-9) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 The Lord appointed seventy others

and sent them on ahead of him in pairs

to every town and place where he himself intended to go.

2 He said to them,

“The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few;

therefore ask the Lord of the harvest

to send out labourers into his harvest.
3 Go on your way.

See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.
4 Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals;

and greet no one on the road.

5 “Whatever house you enter,

first say, ‘Peace to this house!’
6 And if anyone is there who shares in peace,

your peace will rest on that person;

but if not, it will return to you.
7 Remain in the same house,

eating and drinking whatever they provide,

for the labourer deserves to be paid.

Do not move about from house to house.

8 “Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you,

eat what is set before you;
9 cure the sick who are there, and say to them,

‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ *
10 “But whenever you enter a town

and they do not welcome you,

go out into its streets and say,
11 ‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet,

we wipe off in protest against you.

Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’
12 I tell you,

on that day it will be more tolerable for Sodom than for that town.”

17 The seventy returned with joy, saying,

“Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!”
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18 Jesus said to them,

“I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning.
19 See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions,

and over all the power of the enemy;

and nothing will hurt you.

20 “Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this,

that the spirits submit to you,

but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 0 5 FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Deuteronomy 30.10-14

God’s word is very near to you, that you may observe it.

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy.

Moses spoke to the people, saying,
10 “Obey the Lord your God

by observing his commandments and decrees

that are written in this book of the law;

turn to the Lord your God with all your heart

and with all your soul.

11 “Surely this commandment that I am commanding you today

is not too hard for you,

nor is it too far away.
12 It is not in heaven, that you should say,

‘Who will go up to heaven for us,

and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’

13 “Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say,

‘Who will cross to the other side of the sea for us,

and get it for us so that we may hear it and observe it?’

14 “No, the word is very near to you;

it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 69.13+16, 29-30, 32-33, 35ab+36 (R.32)

R. Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.

13 As for me, my prayer is to you, O Lord.

At an acceptable time, O God,

in the abundance of your steadfast love, answer me.

With your steadfast help, rescue me.
16 Answer me, O Lord, for your steadfast love is good;

according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. R.

29 But I am lowly and in pain;

let your salvation, O God, protect me.
30 I will praise the name of God with a song;

I will magnify him with thanksgiving. R.
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32 Let the oppressed see it and be glad;

you who seek God, let your hearts revive.
33 For the Lord hears the needy,

and does not despise his own that are in bonds. R.

35 For God will save Zion

and rebuild the cities of Judah;
36 the children of his servants shall inherit it,

those who love his name shall live in it. R.

or:

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.7, 8, 9, 10 (R.8)

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.

7 The law of the Lord is perfect,

reviving the soul;

the decrees of the Lord are sure,

making wise the simple. R.

8 The precepts of the Lord are right,

rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is clear,

enlightening the eyes. R.

9 The fear of the Lord is pure,

enduring forever;

the ordinances of the Lord are true

and righteous altogether. R.

10 More to be desired are they than gold,

even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,

and drippings of the honeycomb. R.

SECOND READING Colossians 1.15-20

In Christ, all things in heaven and on earth were created.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

15 Christ is the image of the invisible God,

the firstborn of all creation;
16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,

things visible and invisible,

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—

all things have been created through him and for him.

17 Christ is before all things,

and in him all things hold together. ➣
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18 He is the head of the body, the church;

he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,

so that he might come to have first place in everything.

19 For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,

whether on earth or in heaven,

by making peace through the blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 6.63, 68

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life;

you have the words of everlasting life.

G O S P E L Luke 10.25-37

Who is my neighbour?

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

25 A lawyer stood up to test Jesus.

“Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

26 Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law?

What do you read there?”
27 The lawyer answered,

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

and with all your soul, and with all your strength,

and with all your mind;

and your neighbour as yourself.”

28 And Jesus said to him,

“You have given the right answer;

do this, and you will live.”
29 But wanting to justify himself, the lawyer asked Jesus,

“And who is my neighbour?”

30 Jesus replied,

“A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho,

and fell into the hands of robbers,

who stripped him, beat him, and went away,

leaving him half dead.
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31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road;

and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.
32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him,

passed by on the other side.

33 “But a Samaritan while travelling came near him;

and when he saw him, he was moved with pity.
34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds,

having poured oil and wine on them.

Then he put him on his own animal,

brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35 “The next day the Samaritan took out two denarii,

gave them to the innkeeper, and said,

‘Take care of him;

and when I come back,

I will repay you whatever more you spend.’”

36 Jesus asked,

“Which of these three, do you think,

was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”
37 The lawyer said, “The one who showed him mercy.”

Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 0 8 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Genesis 18.1-10a

Abraham said, “Lord, do not pass by your servant.”

A reading from the book of Genesis.

1 The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre,

as Abraham sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day.
2 Abraham looked up and saw three men standing near him.

When he saw them,

he ran from the tent entrance to meet them,

and bowed down to the ground.

3 He said, “My lord, if I find favour with you,

do not pass by your servant.
4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet,

and rest yourselves under the tree.
5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves,

and after that you may pass on—

since you have come to your servant.”

So they said, “Do as you have said.”

6 And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah, and said,

“Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour,

knead it, and make cakes.”
7 Abraham ran to the herd,

and took a calf, tender and good,

and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it.
8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared,

and set it before them;

and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

9 They said to Abraham,

“Where is your wife Sarah?”

And he said, “There, in the tent.”

10 Then one said,

“I will surely return to you in due season,

and your wife Sarah shall have a son.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 15.1b-3a, 3b-4a, 4b-5 (R.1a)

R. The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

1 O Lord, who may dwell on your holy hill?
2 Those who walk blamelessly, and do what is right,

and speak the truth from their heart;
3 who do not slander with their tongue. R.

Those who do no evil to their friends,

nor take up a reproach against their neighbours;
4 in whose eyes the wicked are despised,

but who honour those who fear the Lord. R.

Those who stand by their oath even to their hurt;
5 who do not lend money at interest,

and do not take a bribe against the innocent.

Those who do these things shall never be moved. R.

SECOND READING Colossians 1.24-28

I am making known the mystery hidden throughout the ages,
now revealed to his saints.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake,

and in my flesh I am completing

what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions

for the sake of his body, that is, the church.

25 I became its servant

according to God’s commission that was given to me for you,

to make the word of God fully known,
26 the mystery that has been hidden

throughout the ages and generations

but has now been revealed to his saints.

27 To them God chose to make known

how great among the Gentiles

are the riches of the glory of this mystery,

which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
28 It is Christ whom we proclaim,

warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom,

so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 8.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart

and yield a harvest through perseverance.

G O S P E L Luke 10.38-42

Martha welcomes Jesus into her home.
“Mary has chosen the better part.”

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

38 Now as Jesus and his disciples went on their way,

he entered a certain village,

where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home.
39 She had a sister named Mary,

who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying.

40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks;

so she came to Jesus and asked,

“Lord, do you not care

that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?

Tell her then to help me.”

41 But the Lord answered her,

“Martha, Martha,

you are worried and distracted by many things;
42 there is need of only one thing.

Mary has chosen the better part,

which will not be taken away from her.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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111 SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Genesis 18.20-21, 23-32++

Do not be angry, O Lord, if I speak.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre
20 and said,

“How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah

and how very grave their sin!
21 I must go down

and see whether they have done altogether

according to the outcry that has come to me;

and if not, I will know.”

23 Then Abraham came near and said,

“Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?
24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city;

will you then sweep away the place

and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it?
25 Far be it from you to do such a thing,

to slay the righteous with the wicked,

so that the righteous fare as the wicked!

Far be that from you!

Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?”
26 And the Lord said,

“If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city,

I will forgive the whole place for their sake.”

27 Abraham answered,

“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord,

I who am but dust and ashes.
28 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking?

Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?”

And the Lord said,

“I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”

29 Again Abraham spoke to the Lord,

“Suppose forty are found there.”

He answered,

“For the sake of forty I will not do it.” ➣
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30 Then Abraham said,

“Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak.

Suppose thirty are found there.”

The Lord answered,

“I will not do it, if I find thirty there.”

31 Abraham said,

“Let me take it upon myself to speak to the Lord.

Suppose twenty are found there.”

The Lord answered,

“For the sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”

32 Then Abraham said,

“Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more.

Suppose ten are found there.”

The Lord answered,

“For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 138.1-2a, 2b-3, 6-7ab, 7c-8 (R.3)

R. Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me.

1 I give you thanks, O Lord,

with my whole heart,

before the gods I sing your praise;
2 I bow down toward your holy temple.

I give thanks to your name

for your steadfast love and your faithfulness. R.

For you have exalted your name

and your word above everything.
3 On the day I called, you answered me;

you increased my strength of soul. R.

6 For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly;

but the haughty he perceives from far away.
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble,

you preserve me against the wrath of my enemies. R.

You stretch out your hand and your right hand delivers me.
8 The Lord will fulfil his purpose for me;

your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever.

Do not forsake the work of your hands. R.
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SECOND READING Colossians 2.6-14++

God made us alive with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

Brothers and sisters,
6 as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord,

continue to live your lives in him,
7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith,

just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,
10 and you have come to fullness in him,

who is the head of every ruler and authority.

11 In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision,

by putting off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ.
12 When you were buried with Christ in baptism,

you were also raised with him

through faith in the power of God,

who raised Christ from the dead.

13 And when you were dead in trespasses

and the uncircumcision of your flesh,

God made you alive together with him,

when he forgave us all our trespasses,
14 erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands.

He set this aside, nailing it to the cross.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Romans 8.15

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You have received the Spirit which makes us God’s children,

and in that Spirit we call God our Father.

G O S P E L Luke 11.1-13

Ask, and you will receive.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 Jesus was praying in a certain place,

and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him,

“Lord, teach us to pray,

as John taught his disciples.” ➣



728 YEAR C

2 He said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.’”

5 And Jesus said to the disciples,

“Suppose one of you has a friend,

and you go to him at midnight and say to him,

‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;
6 for a friend of mine has arrived,

and I have nothing to set before him.’
7 And your friend answers from within,

‘Do not bother me;

the door has already been locked,

and my children are with me in bed;

I cannot get up and give you anything.’

8 “I tell you,

even though he will not get up and give him anything

because he is his friend,

at least because of his persistence

he will get up and give him whatever he needs.

9 “So I say to you:

Ask, and it will be given you;

search, and you will find;

knock, and the door will be opened for you.
10 For everyone who asks receives,

and everyone who searches finds,

and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.

11 “Is there anyone among you who,

if your child asks for a fish,

will give a snake instead of a fish?
12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion?

13 “If you then, who are evil,

know how to give good gifts to your children,

how much more will the heavenly Father

give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The gospel of the Lord.



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME729

1 1 4 EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1.2; 2.21-23

What do mortals gain from a life of toil and strain?

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes.

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,

vanity of vanities! All is vanity.

21 Sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill

must leave all to be enjoyed by another

who did not toil for it.

This also is vanity and a great evil.

22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain

with which they toil under the sun?
23 For all their days are full of pain,

and their work is a vexation;

even at night their minds do not rest.

This also is vanity.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 90.3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14+17 (R.1)

R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

3 You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight

are like yesterday when it is past,

or like a watch in the night. R.

5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream,

like grass that is renewed in the morning;
6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;

in the evening it fades and withers. R.

12 So teach us to count our days

that we may gain a wise heart.
13 Turn, O Lord! How long?

Have compassion on your servants! R.

14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
17 Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us,

and prosper for us the work of our hands. R.
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SECOND READING Colossians 3.1-5, 9-11

Seek the things that are above, where Christ reigns.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

1 So if you have been raised with Christ,

seek the things that are above,

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.

2 Set your minds on things that are above,

not on things that are on earth,
3 for you have died,

and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4 When Christ who is your life is revealed,

then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly:

fornication, impurity, passion,

evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry.

9 Do not lie to one another,

seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices
10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self,

which is being renewed in knowledge

according to the image of its creator.

11 In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew,

circumcised and uncircumcised,

barbarian, Scythian,

slave and free;

but Christ is all and in all!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 5.3

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
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G O S P E L Luke 12.13-21

All these things you have prepared, whose will they be?

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

13 Someone in the crowd said to Jesus,

“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.”
14 But Jesus said to him,

“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?”

15 And Jesus said to the crowd,

“Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;

for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.”

16 Then Jesus told them a parable:

“The land of a rich man produced abundantly.
17 And he thought to himself,

‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’
18 Then he said, ‘I will do this:

I will pull down my barns and build larger ones,

and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
19 And I will say to my soul,

“Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;

relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’

20 “But God said to him,

‘You fool!

This very night your life is being demanded of you.

And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’
21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves

but are not rich toward God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 1 7 NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 18.6-9

By the same means by which you punished our enemies,
you called us to yourself and glorified us.

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

6 The night of the deliverance from Egypt

was made known beforehand to our ancestors,

so that they might rejoice in sure knowledge of the oaths

in which they trusted.

7 The deliverance of the righteous

and the destruction of their enemies

were expected by your people.
8 For by the same means

by which you punished our enemies

you called us to yourself and glorified us.

9 For in secret

the holy children of good people offered sacrifices,

and with one accord agreed to the divine law,

so that the saints would share alike the same things,

both blessings and dangers;

and already they were singing the praises of the ancestors.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 33.1+12, 18-19, 20+22 (R.12)

R. Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

1 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous.

Praise befits the upright.
12 Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord,

the people whom he has chosen as his heritage. R.

18 Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him,

on those who hope in his steadfast love,
19 to deliver their soul from death,

and to keep them alive in famine. R.

20 Our soul waits for the Lord;

he is our help and shield.
22 Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us,

even as we hope in you. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 11.1-2, 8-19

Abraham was looking for the city designed and built by God.

The shorter version (1-2, 8-12) ends at the asterisk.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,

the conviction of things not seen.
2 Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval.

8 By faith Abraham obeyed

when he was called to set out for a place

that he was to receive as an inheritance;

and he set out,

not knowing where he was going.
9 By faith he stayed for a time

in the land he had been promised,

as in a foreign land, living in tents,

as did Isaac and Jacob,

who were heirs with him of the same promise.

10 For Abraham looked forward to the city that has foundations,

whose architect and builder is God.
11 By faith Sarah herself, though barren,

received power to conceive, even when she was too old,

because she considered him faithful who had promised.

12 Therefore from one person,

and this one as good as dead,

descendants were born,

“as many as the stars of heaven

and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” *
13 All of these died in faith

without having received the promises,

but from a distance they saw and greeted them.

They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth,
14 for people who speak in this way

make it clear that they are seeking a homeland.
15 If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind,

they would have had opportunity to return.

16 But as it is, they desire a better country,

that is, a heavenly one.

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God;

indeed, he has prepared a city for them. ➣
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17 By faith Abraham, when put to the test,

offered up Isaac.

He who had received the promises

was ready to offer up his only son,
18 of whom he had been told,

“It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.”
19 Abraham considered the fact

that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—

and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 24.42, 44

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Be watchful and ready:

you know not when the Son of Man is coming.

G O S P E L Luke 12.32-48

You must keep yourself ready.

The shorter version (35-40) begins and ends at the asterisks.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Jesus said to his disciples,
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock,

for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.
33 Sell your possessions, and give alms.

Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out,

an unfailing treasure in heaven,

where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.
34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

35 “Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit;
36 be like those who are waiting for their master

to return from the wedding banquet,

so that they may open the door for him

as soon as he comes and knocks.
37 Blessed are those slaves

whom the master finds alert when he comes;

truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt

and have them sit down to eat,

and he will come and serve them.

*
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38 If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn,

and finds them so,

blessed are those slaves.

39 “But know this:

if the owner of the house

had known at what hour the thief was coming,

he would not have let his house be broken into.

40 You also must be ready,

for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” *
41 Peter said,

“Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?”
42 And the Lord said,

“Who then is the faithful and prudent manager

whom his master will put in charge of his slaves,

to give them their allowance of food at the proper time?
43 Blessed is that slave

whom his master will find at work when he arrives.
44 Truly I tell you,

he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.
45 But if that slave says to himself,

‘My master is delayed in coming,’

and if he begins to beat the other slaves, men and women,

and to eat and drink and get drunk,
46 the master of that slave will come on a day

when he does not expect him

and at an hour that he does not know,

and will cut him in pieces,

and put him with the unfaithful.

47 “That slave who knew what his master wanted,

but did not prepare himself or do what was wanted,

will receive a severe beating.
48 But the one who did not know

and did what deserved a beating will receive a light beating.

“From everyone to whom much has been given,

much will be required;

and from the one to whom much has been entrusted,

even more will be demanded.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 2 0 TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Jeremiah 38.1-2ab,4-6, 8-10

I was born, a man of strife and contention, for the whole land!

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

1 The officials of King Zedekiah heard the words

that Jeremiah was saying to all the people:
2 “Thus says the Lord:

‘Those who stay in the city shall die;

but those who go out to the Chaldeans shall live.’”

4 Then the officials said to the king,

“This man ought to be put to death,

because he is discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city,

and all the people,

by speaking such words to them.

For this man is not seeking the welfare of this people,

but their harm.”

5 King Zedekiah said,

“Here he is; he is in your hands;

for the king is powerless against you.”

6 So they took Jeremiah

and threw him into the cistern of Malchiah, the king’s son,

which was in the court of the guard,

letting Jeremiah down by ropes.

Now there was no water in the cistern, but only mud,

and Jeremiah sank in the mud.

8 So Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, an officer in the king’s house,

left the king’s house and spoke to the king,
9 “My lord king,

these men have acted wickedly

in all they did to the prophet Jeremiah

by throwing him into the cistern to die there of hunger,

for there is no bread left in the city.”
10 Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian,

“Take three men with you from here,

and pull the prophet Jeremiah up from the cistern

before he dies.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 40.1, 2, 3, 17 (R.13b)

R. Lord, come to my aid!

1 I waited patiently for the Lord;

he inclined to me and heard my cry. R.

2 He drew me up from the desolate pit,

out of the miry bog,

and set my feet upon a rock,

making my steps secure. R.

3 He put a new song in my mouth,

a song of praise to our God.

Many will see and fear,

and put their trust in the Lord. R.

17 As for me, I am poor and needy,

but the Lord takes thought for me.

You are my help and my deliverer;

do not delay, O my God. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 12.1-4

With perseverance, let us run the race that is set before us.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

1 Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses,

let us also lay aside every weight

and the sin that clings so closely,

and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,

who for the sake of the joy that was set before him

endured the cross,

disregarding its shame,

and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

3 Consider Jesus who endured such hostility against himself from sinners,

so that you may not grow weary or lose heart.
4 In your struggle against sin

you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 10.27

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;

I know them, and they follow me.
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G O S P E L Luke 12.49-53

I did not come for your tranquillity, but rather for division.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Jesus said to his disciples:
49 “I came to bring fire to the earth,

and how I wish it were already kindled!
50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized,

and what stress I am under until it is completed!

51 “Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?

No, I tell you, but rather division!
52 From now on five in one household will be divided,

three against two and two against three;
53 they will be divided:

father against son and son against father,

mother against daughter and daughter against mother,

mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law

and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 2 3 TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Isaiah 66.18-21

All your kindred, from all nations, will be brought to the Lord.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Thus says the Lord:
18 “For I know their works and their thoughts,

and I am coming to gather all nations and tongues;

and they shall come and shall see my glory,
19 and I will set a sign among them.

“From them I will send survivors to the nations,

to Tarshish, Put, and Lud—which draw the bow—

to Tubal and Javan,

to the coastlands far away

that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory;

and they shall declare my glory among the nations.

20 “They shall bring all your kindred from all the nations

as an offering to the Lord,

on horses, and in chariots,

and in litters, and on mules, and on dromedaries,

to my holy mountain Jerusalem,” says the Lord,

“just as the Israelites bring a grain offering

in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord.”

21 “And I will also take some of them as priests and as Levites,”

says the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 117.1, 2 (R. Mk 16.15)

R. Go out to all the world and tell the good news.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Praise the Lord, all you nations!

Extol him, all you peoples! R.

2 For great is his steadfast love toward us,

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. R.
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SECOND READING Hebrews 12.5-7, 11-13

The Lord disciplines those whom he loves.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

5 And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as children—

“My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,

or lose heart when you are punished by him;
6 for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves,

and chastises every child whom he accepts.”

7 Endure trials for the sake of discipline.

God is treating you as children;

for what child is there whom a parent does not discipline?

11 Now, discipline always seems painful

rather than pleasant at the time,

but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness

to those who have been trained by it.

12 Therefore lift your drooping hands

and strengthen your weak knees,
13 and make straight paths for your feet,

so that what is lame may not be put out of joint,

but rather be healed.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 14.6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord;

no one comes to the Father, except through me.
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G O S P E L Luke 13.22-30

People will come from east and west,
and will eat in the kingdom of God.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

22 Jesus went through one town and village after another,

teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem.
23 Someone asked him,

“Lord, will only a few be saved?”

Jesus said to them,
24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door;

for many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able.

25 “When once the owner of the house has got up and shut the door,

and you begin to stand outside

and to knock at the door, saying,

‘Lord, open to us,’

then in reply he will say to you,

‘I do not know where you come from.’

26 “Then you will begin to say,

‘We ate and drank with you,

and you taught in our streets.’
27 But the Lord will say,

‘I do not know where you come from;

go away from me, all you evildoers!’

28 “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth

when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob

and all the prophets in the kingdom of God,

and you yourselves thrown out.
29 Then people will come from east and west,

from north and south,

and will eat in the kingdom of God.

30 “Indeed, some are last who will be first,

and some are first who will be last.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 2 6 TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Sirach 3.17-20, 28-29

Work humbly, and you will find favour in the sight of the Lord.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

17 My child, perform your tasks with humility;

then you will be loved by those whom God accepts.
18 The greater you are,

the more you must humble yourself;

so you will find favour in the sight of the Lord.
19 Many are lofty and renowned,

but to the humble the Lord reveals his secrets.
20 For great is the might of the Lord;

but by the humble he is glorified.

28 When calamity befalls the proud,

there is no healing,

for an evil plant has taken root in them.

29 The mind of the intelligent appreciates proverbs,

and an attentive ear is the desire of the wise.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 68.3-4, 5-6a, 9-10 (R.10)

R. God, in your goodness,

you have made a home for the poor.

3 Let the righteous be joyful;

let them exult before God;

let them be jubilant with joy.
4 Sing to God, sing praises to his name;

his name is the Lord,

be exultant before him. R.

5 Father of orphans and protector of widows

is God in his holy habitation.
6 God gives the desolate a home to live in;

he leads out the prisoners to prosperity. R.
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9 Rain in abundance, O God,

you showered abroad;

you restored your heritage when it languished;
10 your flock found a dwelling in it;

in your goodness, O God,

you provided for the needy. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 12.18-19, 22-24a

You have come to Mount Zion,
to the dwelling place of the living God.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

18 You have not come to something that can be touched,

a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom,
19 and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet,

and a voice whose words made the hearers beg

that not another word be spoken to them.

22 But you have come to Mount Zion

and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,

and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,
23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enroled in heaven,

and to God the judge of all,

and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect,
24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 11.29

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Take my yoke upon you;

learn from me, for I am gentle and humble of heart.



744 YEAR C

G O S P E L Luke 14.1, 7-14

All who exalt themselves will be humbled,
and those who humble themselves will be exalted.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 On one occasion

when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees

to eat a meal on the sabbath,

the lawyers and Pharisees were watching him closely.
7 When Jesus noticed how the guests chose the places of honour,

he told them a parable.

8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet,

do not sit down at the place of honour,

in case someone more distinguished than you

has been invited by your host;

9 and the host who invited both of you

may come and say to you,

‘Give this person your place,’

and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.

10 “But when you are invited,

go and sit down at the lowest place,

so that when your host comes,

he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’;

then you will be honoured

in the presence of all who sit at the table with you.
11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled,

and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

12 Jesus said also to the Pharisee who had invited him,

“When you give a luncheon or a dinner,

do not invite your friends or your brothers or sisters

or your relatives or rich neighbours,

in case they may invite you in return,

and you would be repaid.
13 But when you give a banquet,

invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind.
14 And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you,

for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 2 9 TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 9.13-18

Who can discern what the Lord wills?

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

13 For who can learn the counsel of God?

Or who can discern what the Lord wills?
14 For the reasoning of mortals is worthless,

and our designs are likely to fail;
15 for a perishable body weighs down the soul,

and this earthy tent burdens the thoughtful mind.

16 We can hardly guess at what is on earth,

and what is at hand we find with labour;

but who has traced out what is in the heavens?
17 Who has learned your counsel,

unless you have given wisdom

and sent your holy spirit from on high?

18 And thus the paths of those on earth were set right,

and people were taught what pleases you,

and were saved by wisdom.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 90.3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14+17 (R.1)

R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

3 You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight

are like yesterday when it is past,

or like a watch in the night. R.

5 You sweep them away; they are like a dream,

like grass that is renewed in the morning;
6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed;

in the evening it fades and withers. R.

12 So teach us to count our days

that we may gain a wise heart.
13 Turn, O Lord! How long?

Have compassion on your servants! R.
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14 Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,

so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.
17 Let the favour of the Lord our God be upon us,

and prosper for us the work of our hands. R.

SECOND READING Philemon 9b-10, 12-17

Take back Onesimus,
no longer as a slave but as a much beloved brother.

A reading from the letter of Paul to Philemon.

9 I, Paul, do this as an old man,

and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus.
10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus,

whose father I have become during my imprisonment.

12 I am sending him,

that is, my own heart,

back to you.
13 I wanted to keep him with me,

so that he might be of service to me in your place

during my imprisonment for the gospel;
14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent,

in order that your good deed might be voluntary

and not something forced.

15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while,

so that you might have him back forever,
16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave,

a beloved brother—

especially to me but how much more to you,

both in the flesh and in the Lord.

17 So if you consider me your partner,

welcome him as you would welcome me.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Psalm 119.135

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Let your face shine on your servant,

and teach me your laws.
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G O S P E L Luke 14.25-33

None of you can become my disciple
if you do not give up all your possessions.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

25 Large crowds were travelling with Jesus;

and he turned and said to them,
26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother,

spouse and children, brothers and sisters,

yes, and even life itself,

cannot be my disciple.
27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me

cannot be my disciple.

28 “For which of you,

intending to build a tower,

does not first sit down and estimate the cost,

to see whether he has enough to complete it?
29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish,

all who see it will begin to ridicule him,
30 saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’

31 “Or what king,

going out to wage war against another king,

will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand

to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand?
32 If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away,

he sends a delegation

and asks for the terms of peace.

33 “So therefore, none of you can become my disciple

if you do not give up all your possessions.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 3 2 TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Exodus 32.7-11, 13-14

The Lord changed his mind about the disaster
he has planned to bring upon the people.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

7 At the top of Mount Sinai, the Lord said to Moses,

“Go down at once!

Your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt,

have acted perversely;
8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I commanded them;

they have cast for themselves an image of a calf,

and have worshipped it and sacrificed to it,

and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel,

who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’”

9 The Lord said to Moses,

“I have seen this people,

how stiff-necked they are.
10 Now let me alone,

so that my wrath may burn hot against them

and I may consume them;

and of you I will make a great nation.”

11 But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said,

“O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people,

whom you brought out of the land of Egypt

with great power and with a mighty hand?
13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants,

how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them,

‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven,

and all this land that I have promised

I will give to your descendants,

and they shall inherit it forever.’”

14 And the Lord changed his mind

about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 51.1-2, 10-11, 15+17, (R. Lk 15.18)

R. I will rise and go to my father.

1 Have mercy on me, O God,
according to your steadfast love;

according to your abundant mercy

blot out my transgressions.
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,

and cleanse me from my sin. R.

10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and put a new and right spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from your presence,

and do not take your holy spirit from me. R.

15 O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare your praise.
17 The sacrifice acceptable to God

is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God,

you will not despise. R.

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 1.12-17

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to Timothy.

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord,

who has strengthened me,

because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service,
13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer,

a persecutor, and a man of violence.

But I received mercy

because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,
14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me

with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

15 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance,

that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—

of whom I am the foremost.

16 But for that very reason I received mercy,

so that in me, as the foremost,

Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience,

making me an example

to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. ➣
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17 To the King of the ages,

immortal, invisible, the only God,

be honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Corinthians 5.19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;

and the good news of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.

G O S P E L Luke 15.1-32

There will be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents.

The shorter version (1-10) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 All the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus.
2 And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,

“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

3 So Jesus told them a parable:
4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them,

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness

and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?
5 When he has found it,

he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.
6 And when he comes home,

he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them,

‘Rejoice with me,

for I have found my sheep that was lost.’
7 Just so, I tell you,

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents

than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins,

if she loses one of them,

does not light a lamp, sweep the house,

and search carefully until she finds it?
9 When she has found it,

she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying,

‘Rejoice with me,

for I have found the coin that I had lost.’
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10 Just so, I tell you,

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God

over one sinner who repents.” *
11 Then Jesus said,

“There was a man who had two sons.
12 The younger of them said to his father,

‘Father, give me the share of the property

that will belong to me.’

So the father divided his property between them.

13 “A few days later the younger son gathered all he had

and travelled to a distant country,

and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
14 When he had spent everything,

a severe famine took place throughout that country,

and he began to be in need.
15 So he went and hired himself out

to one of the citizens of that country,

who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.
16 The young man would gladly have filled himself

with the pods that the pigs were eating;

and no one gave him anything.

17 “But when he came to himself he said,

‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,

but here I am dying of hunger!
18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,

“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son;

treat me like one of your hired hands.”’

20 “So he set off and went to his father.

But while he was still far off,

his father saw him and was filled with compassion;

he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
21 Then the son said to him,

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;

I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

22 “But the father said to his slaves,

‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him;

put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
23 And get the fatted calf and kill it,

and let us eat and celebrate; ➣
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24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again;

he was lost and is found!’

And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field;

and when he came and approached the house,

he heard music and dancing.
26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
27 The slave replied, ‘Your brother has come,

and your father has killed the fatted calf,

because he has got him back safe and sound.’
28 Then the elder son became angry and refused to go in.

His father came out and began to plead with him.
29 But he answered his father,

‘Listen! For all these years

I have been working like a slave for you,

and I have never disobeyed your command;

yet you have never given me even a young goat

so that I might celebrate with my friends.
30 But when this son of yours came back,

who has devoured your property with prostitutes,

you killed the fatted calf for him!’

31 “Then the father said to him,

‘Son, you are always with me,

and all that is mine is yours.
32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice,

because this brother of yours was dead

and has come to life;

he was lost and has been found.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 3 5 TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Amos 8.4-7

The Lord’s word against those who buy the poor for silver.

A reading from the book of the prophet Amos.

4 Hear this, you that trample on the needy,

and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
5 saying, “When will the new moon be over so that we may sell grain;

and the sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for sale?

We will measure out less and charge more,

and tamper with the scales,
6 buying the poor for silver

and the needy for a pair of sandals,

and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

7 The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jacob:

“Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 113.1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (R.1a, 7a)

R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 Praise, O servants of the Lord;

praise the name of the Lord.
2 Blessed be the name of the Lord

from this time on and forevermore. R.

4 The Lord is high above all nations,

and his glory above the heavens.
5 Who is like the Lord our God, who is seated on high,
6 who looks far down on the heavens and the earth? R.

7 The Lord raises the poor from the dust,

and lifts the needy from the ash heap,
8 to make them sit with princes,

with the princes of his people. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Timothy 2.1-7++

Let prayer be offered to God for all,
for God wishes everyone to be saved.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to Timothy.

My dearly beloved,
1 I urge that supplications, prayers,

intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for everyone,
2 for kings and all who are in high positions,

so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life

in all godliness and dignity.
3 This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour,
4 who desires everyone to be saved

and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

5 For there is one God;

there is also one mediator between God and the human race,

Christ Jesus, himself human,
6 who gave himself a ransom for all;

this was attested at the right time.

7 For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle,

a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

I am telling the truth, I am not lying.

8 The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Corinthians 8.9

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor,

to make you rich out of his poverty.
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G O S P E L Luke 16.1-13

You cannot serve God and wealth.

The shorter version (10-13) begins at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 Jesus said to the disciples,

“There was a rich man who had a manager,

and charges were brought to him

that the manager was squandering his property.

2 So the rich man summoned him and said to him,

‘What is this that I hear about you?

Give me an accounting of your management,

because you cannot be my manager any longer.’

3 “Then the manager said to himself,

‘What will I do,

now that my master is taking the position away from me?

I am not strong enough to dig,

and I am ashamed to beg.
4 I have decided what to do so that,

when I am dismissed as manager,

people may welcome me into their homes.’

5 “So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one,

he asked the first,

‘How much do you owe my master?’
6 He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’

He said to him,

‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’
7 Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’

He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.’

He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’

8 “And his master commended the dishonest manager

because he had acted shrewdly;

for the children of this age are more shrewd

in dealing with their own generation

than are the children of light.

9 “And I tell you,

make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth

so that when it is gone,

they may welcome you into the eternal homes. ➣
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10 “Whoever is faithful in a very little

is faithful also in much;

and whoever is dishonest in a very little

is dishonest also in much.
11 If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth,

who will entrust to you the true riches?
12 And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another,

who will give you what is your own?

13 “No slave can serve two masters;

for a slave will either hate the one and love the other,

or be devoted to the one and despise the other.

You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord.

*
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1 3 8 TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Amos 6.1a, 4-7

The carousing of those at ease will pass away:
they will head the line of exiles.

A reading from the book of the prophet Amos.

Thus says the Lord, the God of hosts:
1 “Alas for those who are at ease in Zion,

and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria!

4 “Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory,

and lounge on their couches,

and eat lambs from the flock,

and calves from the stall;
5 who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp,

and like David improvise on instruments of music;
6 who drink wine from bowls,

and anoint themselves with the finest oils,

but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!

7 “Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,

and the revelry of those who lie in ease shall pass away.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 146.6c-7, 8-9a, 9b-10 (R.1)

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

6 It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,
7 who executes justice for the oppressed;

who gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets the prisoners free. R.

8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind

and lifts up those who are bowed down;

the Lord loves the righteous
9 and watches over the strangers. R.

The Lord upholds the orphan and the widow,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
10 The Lord will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, for all generations. R.
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SECOND READING 1 Timothy 6.11-16

As you await our Lord’s return in glory,
keep his commandments perfectly.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to Timothy.

11 As for you, Timothy, man of God;

pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,

love, endurance, gentleness.
12 Fight the good fight of the faith;

take hold of the eternal life, to which you were called

and for which you made the good confession

in the presence of many witnesses.

13 In the presence of God, who gives life to all things,

and of Christ Jesus,

who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession,
14 I charge you to keep the commandment without spot or blame

until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ,

which he will bring about at the right time.
15 He is the blessed and only Sovereign,

the King of kings and Lord of lords.

16 It is he alone who has immortality

and dwells in unapproachable light,

whom no one has ever seen or can see;

to him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Corinthians 8.9

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor,

to make you rich out of his poverty.
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G O S P E L Luke 16.19-31

You received good things, but Lazarus received evil:
now he is comforted, while you are in agony.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

Jesus told this parable

to those among the Pharisees who loved money:

19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen

and who feasted sumptuously every day.
20 And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores,
21 who longed to satisfy his hunger

with what fell from the rich man’s table;

even the dogs would come and lick his sores.

22 “The poor man died

and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham.

The rich man also died and was buried.
23 In Hades, where he was being tormented,

he looked up and saw Abraham far away

with Lazarus by his side.
24 He called out,

‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me,

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water

and cool my tongue;

for I am in agony in these flames.’

25 “But Abraham said,

‘Child, remember that during your lifetime

you received your good things,

and Lazarus in like manner evil things;

but now he is comforted here,

and you are in agony.
26 Besides all this,

between you and us a great chasm has been fixed,

so that those who might want to pass from here to you

cannot do so,

and no one can cross from there to us.’

27 “The man who had been rich said,

‘Then, father, I beg you to send Lazarus to my father’s house—
28 for I have five brothers—

that he may warn them,

so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ ➣
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29 “Abraham replied,

‘They have Moses and the prophets;

they should listen to them.’
30 He said,

‘No, father Abraham;

but if someone goes to them from the dead,

they will repent.’
31 Abraham said to him,

‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets,

neither will they be convinced

even if someone rises from the dead.’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 4 1 TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Habakkuk 1.2-3; 2.2-4

The righteous live by their faith.

A reading from the book of the prophet Habakkuk.

Habakkuk called out to the Lord:
2 “O Lord, how long shall I cry for help,

and you will not listen?

Or cry to you ‘Violence!’

and you will not save?
3 Why do you make me see wrongdoing

and look at trouble?

Destruction and violence are before me;

strife and contention arise.”

2 Then the Lord answered me and said:

“Write the vision;

make it plain on tablets,

so that a runner may read it.
3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time;

it speaks of the end, and does not lie.

If it seems to tarry, wait for it;

it will surely come, it will not delay.
4 Look at the proud!

Their spirit is not right in them,

but the righteous live by their faith.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 95.1-2, 6-7ab, 7c-9 (R.7c+8a)

R. If today you hear God’s voice,

harden not your hearts.

1 O come, let us sing to the Lord;

let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
2 Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;

let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise! R.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down,

let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,

and the sheep of his hand. R.
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O that today you would listen to his voice!
8 Do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,

as on the day at Massah in the wilderness,
9 when your ancestors tested me,

and put me to the proof,

though they had seen my work. R.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 1.6-8, 13-14

Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.

6 I remind you, Timothy, to rekindle the gift of God

that is within you through the laying on of my hands;
7 for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice,

but rather a spirit of power

and of love and of self-discipline.
8 Do not be ashamed, then,

of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner,

but join with me in suffering for the gospel,

relying on the power of God.

13 Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you have heard from me,

in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
14 Guard the good treasure entrusted to you,

with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 1 Peter 1.25

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The word of the Lord stands for ever;

it is the word given to you, the good news.
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G O S P E L Luke 17.5-10

If you had faith the size of a mustard seed

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

5 The apostles said to the Lord,

“Increase our faith!”
6 The Lord replied,

“If you had faith the size of a mustard seed,

you could say to this mulberry tree,

‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’

and it would obey you.

7 “Who among you would say to your slave

who has just come in from ploughing or tending sheep in the field,

‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’?
8 Would you not rather say to him,

‘Prepare supper for me,

put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink;

later you may eat and drink’?
9 Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded?

10 So you also,

when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say,

‘We are worthless slaves;

we have done only what we ought to have done!’”

The gospel of the Lord.
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144 TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 2 Kings 5.14-17

Naaman returned to Elisha, man of God,
and confessed his faith in the God of Israel.

A reading from the second book of Kings.

Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram

and a mighty warrior, obeyed Elisha:
14 he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan,

according to the word of the man of God;

his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy,

and he was clean.

15 Then he returned to the man of God,

he and all his company;

Naaman came and stood before Elisha and said,

“Now I know that there is no God in all the earth

except in Israel;

please accept a present from your servant.”

16 But Elisha said,

“As the Lord lives, whom I serve,

I will accept nothing!”

Naaman urged Elisha to accept,

but he refused.

17 Then Naaman said,

“If not, please let two mule-loads of earth

be given to your servant;

for your servant will no longer offer burnt offering or sacrifice

to any god except the Lord.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 (R.2b)

R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvellous things.

His right hand and his holy arm

have brought him victory. R.
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2 The Lord has made known his victory;

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love

and faithfulness to the house of Israel. R.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 2.8-13

If we endure, we will also reign with Christ.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.

8 Remember Jesus Christ,

raised from the dead, a descendant of David—

that is my gospel,
9 for which I suffer hardship,

even to the point of being chained like a criminal.

But the word of God is not chained.

10 Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect,

so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,

with eternal glory.

11 The saying is sure:

If we have died with him,

we will also live with him;
12 if we endure,

we will also reign with him;

if we deny him,

he will also deny us;
13 if we are faithless,

he remains faithful—

for he cannot deny himself.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 1 Thessalonians 5.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

For all things give thanks to God,

because this is what he expects of you in Christ Jesus.
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G O S P E L Luke 17.11-19

No one returned to give glory to God except the Samaritan, a foreigner.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

11 On the way to Jerusalem

Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee.

12 As he entered a village,

ten lepers approached him.

Keeping their distance,
13 they called out, saying,

“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

14 When Jesus saw them, he said to them,

“Go and show yourselves to the priests.”

And as they went, they were made clean.
15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed,

turned back, praising God with a loud voice.
16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.

And he was a Samaritan.

17 Then Jesus asked,

“Were not ten made clean?

But the other nine, where are they?
18 Was none of them found to return

and give praise to God except this foreigner?”

19 Then Jesus said to Samaritan,

“Get up and go on your way;

your faith has made you well.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 4 7 TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Exodus 17.8-13

Whenever Moses held up his hand, Israel prevailed.

A reading from the book of Exodus.

8 Amalek came and fought with Israel at Rephidim.
9 Moses said to Joshua,

“Choose some men for us and go out, fight with Amalek.

Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill

with the staff of God in my hand.”

10 So Joshua did as Moses told him,

and fought with Amalek,

while Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.

11 Whenever Moses held up his hands, Israel prevailed;

and whenever he lowered his hands, Amalek prevailed.
12 But Moses’ hands grew weary;

so they took a stone and put it under him,

and he sat on it.

Aaron and Hur held up his hands,

one on one side, and the other on the other side;

so his hands were steady until the sun set.

13 And Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the sword.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 121.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (R.2)

R. Our help is from the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

1 I lift up my eyes to the hills—

from where will my help come?
2 My help comes from the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. R.

3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved;

he who keeps you will not slumber.
4 He who keeps Israel

will neither slumber nor sleep. R.
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5 The Lord is your keeper;

the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
6 The sun shall not strike you by day,

nor the moon by night. R.

7 The Lord will keep you from all evil;

he will keep your life.
8 The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in

from this time on and forevermore. R.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 3.14 - 4.2

Ponder the scriptures,
and thus become a skilled worker, ready for any good work.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.

14 Continue in what you have learned and firmly believed,

knowing from whom you learned it,
15 and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings

that are able to instruct you for salvation

through faith in Christ Jesus.

16 All scripture is inspired by God

and is useful for teaching,

for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,
17 so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient,

equipped for every good work.

1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus,

who is to judge the living and the dead,

and in view of his appearing and his kingdom,

I solemnly urge you:
2 proclaim the message;

be persistent whether the time is favourable or unfavourable;

convince, rebuke, and encourage,

with the utmost patience in teaching.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Hebrews 4.12

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

The word of God is living and active;

it probes the thoughts and motives of our heart.
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G O S P E L Luke 18.1-8

God will grant justice to his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 Jesus told the disciples a parable about their need to pray always

and not to lose heart.

2 He said,

“In a certain city there was a judge

who neither feared God nor had respect for people.
3 In that city there was a widow

who kept coming to him and saying,

‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’

4 “For a while the judge refused;

but later he said to himself,

‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone,
5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me,

I will grant her justice,

so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’”

6 And the Lord said,

“Listen to what the unjust judge says.
7 Will not God grant justice to his chosen ones

who cry to him day and night?

Will he delay long in helping them?
8 I tell you, God will quickly grant justice to them.

“And yet, when the Son of Man comes,

will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel of the Lord.



770 YEAR C

1 5 0 THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Sirach 35.15-17, 20-22

The prayer of the humble pierces the heavens.

A reading from the book of Sirach.

15 The Lord is the judge,

and with him there is no partiality.
16 He will not show partiality to the poor

but he will listen to the prayer of one who is wronged.
17 The Lord will not ignore the supplication of the orphan,

or the widow when she pours out her complaint.

20 The one whose service is pleasing to the Lord will be accepted,

and the prayer of such a person will reach to the clouds.

21 The prayer of the humble pierces the clouds,

and it will not rest until it reaches its goal;

it will not desist until the Most High responds
22 and does justice for the righteous,

and executes judgment.

Indeed, the Lord will not delay.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 16-17, 18+22 (R.6)

R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

16 The face of the Lord is against evildoers,

to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth.
17 When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears,

and rescues them from all their troubles. R.

18 The Lord is near to the brokenhearted,

and saves the crushed in spirit.
22 The Lord redeems the life of his servants;

none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. R.
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SECOND READING 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18

From now on,
there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.

6 As for me,

I am already being poured out as a libation,

and the time of my departure has come.
7 I have fought the good fight,

I have finished the race,

I have kept the faith.

8 From now on

there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteous judge,

will give me on that day,

and not only to me

but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

16 At my first defense no one came to my support,

but all deserted me.

May it not be counted against them!

17 But the Lord stood by me

and gave me strength,

so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed

and all the Gentiles might hear it.

So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.

18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack

and save me for his heavenly kingdom.

To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Corinthians 5.19

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;

and the good news of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.
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G O S P E L Luke 18.9-14

The tax collector went home justified;
not so the Pharisee.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

9 Jesus told this parable

to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous,

and regarded others with contempt:

10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray,

one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus,

‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people:

thieves, rogues, adulterers,

or even like this tax collector.
12 I fast twice a week;

I give a tenth of all my income.’

13 “But the tax collector, standing far off,

would not even look up to heaven,

but was beating his breast and saying,

‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’

14 “I tell you,

this man went down to his home justified rather than the other;

for all who exalt themselves will be humbled,

but all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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153 THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Wisdom 11.22 - 12.2

You are merciful to all, for you love all things that exist.

A reading from the book of Wisdom.

22 The whole world before you, O Lord,

is like a speck that tips the scales,

and like a drop of morning dew that falls on the ground.
23 But you are merciful to all,

for you can do all things,

and you overlook people’s sins,

so that they may repent.

24 Lord, you love all things that exist,

and detest none of the things that you have made,

for you would not have made anything if you had hated it.
25 How would anything have endured

if you had not willed it?

Or how would anything not called forth by you

have been preserved?
26 You spare all things, for they are yours, O Lord,

you who love the living.

1 For your immortal spirit is in all things.
2 Therefore you correct little by little those who trespass,

and you remind and warn them of the things through which they sin,

so that they may be freed from wickedness

and put their trust in you, O Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145.1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13cd-14 (R.1b)

R. I will praise your name for ever,

my king and my God.

1 I will extol you, my God and King,

and bless your name forever and ever.
2 Every day I will bless you,

and praise your name forever and ever. R.
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8 The Lord is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9 The Lord is good to all,

and his compassion is over all that he has made. R.

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

and all your faithful shall bless you.
11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and tell of your power. R.

13 The Lord is faithful in all his words,

and gracious in all his deeds.
14 The Lord upholds all who are falling,

and raises up all who are bowed down. R.

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 1.11 - 2.2

May the name of our Lord Jesus Christ be glorified in you,
and you in him.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

11 We always pray for you,

asking that our God will make you worthy of his call

and will fulfil by his power every good resolve and work of faith,
12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you,

and you in him,

according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ

and our being gathered together to him,

we beg you, brothers and sisters,
2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed,

either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us,

to the effect that the day of the Lord is already here.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 3.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,

that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
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G O S P E L Luke 19.1-10

The Son of Man came to seek out and save the lost.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

1 Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it.
2 A man was there named Zacchaeus;

he was a chief tax collector and was rich.
3 He was trying to see who Jesus was,

but on account of the crowd he could not,

because he was short in stature.

4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see Jesus,

because he was going to pass that way.
5 When Jesus came to the place,

he looked up and said to him,

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down;

for I must stay at your house today.”

6 So Zacchaeus hurried down and was happy to welcome Jesus.
7 All who saw it began to grumble and said,

“He has gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner.”

8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord,

“Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor;

and if I have defrauded anyone of anything,

I will pay back four times as much.”

9 Then Jesus said of him,

“Today salvation has come to this house,

because Zacchaeus too is a son of Abraham.
10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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156 THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING 2 Maccabees 7.1-2, 9-14++

The King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life.

A reading from the second book of Maccabees.

1 It happened that seven brothers and their mother were arrested

and were being compelled by King Antiochus,

under torture with whips and thongs,

to partake of unlawful swine’s flesh.
2 One of the brothers, speaking for all, said,

“What do you intend to ask and learn from us?

For we are ready to die

rather than transgress the laws of our ancestors.”

7 After the first brother had died,

they brought forward the second for their sport.
9 And when he was at his last breath, he said to King,

“You accursed wretch,

you dismiss us from this present life,

but the King of the universe will raise us up

to an everlasting renewal of life,

because we have died for his laws.”

10 After him, the third was the victim of their sport.

When it was demanded,

he quickly put out his tongue

and courageously stretched forth his hands,
11 and said nobly,

“I got these from Heaven,

and because of God’s laws I disdain them,

and from God I hope to get them back again.”

12 As a result the king himself and those with him

were astonished at the young man’s spirit,

for he regarded his sufferings as nothing.

13 After the third brother too had died,

they maltreated and tortured the fourth in the same way.
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14 When he was near death, he said to his torturers,

“One cannot but choose to die at the hands of mortals

and to cherish the hope God gives

of being raised again by him.

But for you, there will be no resurrection to life!”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 17.1, 5-6, 8+15 (R.15b)

R. Lord, when your glory appears,

my joy will be full.

1 Hear a just cause, O Lord;

attend to my cry;

give ear to my prayer

from lips free of deceit. R.

5 My steps have held fast to your paths;

my feet have not slipped.
6 I call upon you, for you will answer me, O God;

incline your ear to me, hear my words. R.

8 Guard me as the apple of the eye;

hide me in the shadow of your wings,
15 As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness;

when I awake I shall be satisfied, beholding your likeness. R.

SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 2.16 - 3.5

May the Lord strengthen your hearts in every good work and word.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself

and God our Father,

who loved us

and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope,
17 comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.

1 Brothers and sisters, pray for us,

so that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly

and be glorified everywhere,

just as it is among you,
2 and that we may be rescued from wicked and evil people;

for not all have faith. ➣
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3 But the Lord is faithful;

he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one.
4 And we have confidence in the Lord concerning you,

that you are doing and will go on doing

the things that we command.
5 May the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God

and to the steadfastness of Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Revelation 1.5-6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;

glory and kingship be his for ever and ever.

G O S P E L (longer) Luke 20.27-38

He is not God of the dead, but God of the living.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection,
28 came to Jesus and asked him a question,

“Teacher,

Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies,

leaving a wife but no children,

the man shall marry the widow

and raise up children for his brother.
29 Now there were seven brothers;

the first married, and died childless;
30 then the second
31 and the third married her,

and so in the same way all seven died childless.

32 Finally the woman also died.
33 In the resurrection, therefore,

whose wife will the woman be?

—for the seven had married her.”

34 Jesus said to them,

“Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage;
35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age

and in the resurrection from the dead

neither marry nor are given in marriage.



THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME779

36 Indeed they cannot die any more,

because they are like angels and are children of God,

being children of the resurrection.

37 “And the fact that the dead are raised

Moses himself showed in the story about the bush,

where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham,

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
38 Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living;

for to him all of them are alive.”

The gospel of the Lord.

G O S P E L (shorter) Luke 20.27, 34-38

He is not God of the dead, but God of the living.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection,

came to Jesus.
34 Jesus said to them,

“Those who belong to this age marry and are given in marriage;
35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age

and in the resurrection from the dead

neither marry nor are given in marriage.
36 Indeed they cannot die any more,

because they are like angels and are children of God,

being children of the resurrection.

37 “And the fact that the dead are raised

Moses himself showed in the story about the bush,

where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham,

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
38 Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living;

for to him all of them are alive.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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1 5 9 THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FIRST READING Malachi 4.1-2

The sun of righteousness will rise upon you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.

The Lord says this:
1 “See, the day is coming, burning like an oven,

when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble;

the day that comes shall burn them up,” says the Lord of hosts,

“so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.

2 “But for you who revere my name

the sun of righteousness shall rise,

with healing in its wings.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.5-6, 7-8, 9 (R.9)

R. The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

5 Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,

with the lyre and the sound of melody.
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. R.

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;

the world and those who live in it.
8 Let the floods clap their hands;

let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord. R.

9 For the Lord is coming,

coming to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,

and the peoples with equity. R.
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SECOND READING 2 Thessalonians 3.7-12

Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Thessalonians.

Brothers and sisters, 
7 you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us;

we were not idle when we were with you,
8 and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it;

but with toil and labour we worked night and day,

so that we might not burden any of you.

9 This was not because we do not have that right,

but in order to give you an example to imitate.
10 For even when we were with you,

we gave you this command:

“Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.”

11 For we hear that some of you are living in idleness,

mere busybodies, not doing any work.
12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ

to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 21.28

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Lift up your heads and see;

your redemption is near at hand.

G O S P E L Luke 21.5-19

By your endurance you will gain your souls.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

5 When some were speaking about the temple,

how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God,

Jesus said,
6 “As for these things that you see,

the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another;

all will be thrown down.”

7 They asked him,

“Teacher, when will this be,

and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” ➣
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8 And Jesus said,

“Beware that you are not led astray;

for many will come in my name and say,

‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’

Do not go after them.

9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections,

do not be terrified;

for these things must take place first,

but the end will not follow immediately.”

10 Then Jesus said to them,

“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom;
11 there will be great earthquakes,

and in various places famines and plagues;

and there will be dreadful portents

and great signs from heaven.

12 “But before all this occurs,

they will arrest you and persecute you;

they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons,

and you will be brought before kings and governors

because of my name.

13 “This will give you an opportunity to testify.
14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance;
15 for I will give you words and a wisdom

that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.

16 “You will be betrayed even by parents,

by brothers and sisters,

and by relatives and friends;

and they will put some of you to death.
17 You will be hated by all because of my name.
18 But not a hair of your head will perish.
19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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162 THIRTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

CHRIST THE KING

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 5.1-3

The elders anointed David as king over Israel.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

1 All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said,

“Look, we are your bone and flesh.
2 For some time, while Saul was king over us,

it was you who led out Israel and brought it in.

The Lord said to you:

‘It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel,

you who shall be ruler over Israel.’”

3 So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron;

and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord,

and they anointed David king over Israel.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 122.1-2, 3-4a, 4b-5, 6-7, 8-9 (R.1)

R. Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

1 I was glad when they said to me,

“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
2 Our feet are standing

within your gates, O Jerusalem. R.

3 Jerusalem—built as a city

that is bound firmly together.
4 To it the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord. R.

As it was decreed for Israel,

to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up,

the thrones of the house of David. R.
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SECOND READING Colossians 1.12-20

God has transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians.

12 Give thanks to the Father,

who has enabled you

to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.

13 The Father has rescued us from the power of darkness

and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,
14 in whom we have redemption,

the forgiveness of sins.

15 Christ is the image of the invisible God,

the firstborn of all creation;
16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created,

things visible and invisible,

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—

all things have been created through him and for him.
17 Christ is before all things,

and in him all things hold together.

18 Christ is the head of the body, the church;

he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,

so that he might come to have first place in everything.
19 For in Christ all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20 and through him

God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things,

whether on earth or in heaven,

by making peace through the blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Mark 11.10

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed is the one who inherits the kingdom of David our father;

blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
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G O S P E L Luke 23.35-43

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

When Jesus had been crucified, the people stood by watching;
35 the leaders scoffed at him saying,

“He saved others;

let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!”
36 The soldiers also mocked Jesus,

coming up and offering him sour wine,
37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”
38 There was also an inscription over Jesus,

“This is the King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals who were hanged there

kept deriding Jesus and saying,

“Are you not the Messiah?

Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other rebuked him, saying,

“Do you not fear God,

since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?
41 And we indeed have been condemned justly,

for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,

but this man has done nothing wrong.”
42 Then he said,

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
43 Jesus replied,

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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Table 10: OTHER CELEBRATIONS

First Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel

Presentation of

the Lord Ml 3.1-4 24 Heb 2.10-11,13b-18 Lk 2.22-40

Joseph, husband

of Mary 2 S 7.4-5a,12-14a,16 89 Rm 4.13,16-18,22 Mt 1.16,18-21,24a

or Lk 2.41-51a

Annunciation Isa 7.10-14;8.10d 40 Heb 10.4-10 Lk 1.26-28

Birth of John

the Baptist

:Vigil Jr 1.4-10 71 1 P 1.3,8-12 Lk 1.5-17

:Day Isa 49.1-6 139 Ac 13.22-26 Lk 1.57-66,80

Peter and Paul,

Apostles

:Vigil Ac 3.1-10 19 Ga 1.11-20 Jn 21.15-19

:Day Ac 12.1-11 34 2 Tm 4.6-8,17-18 Mt 16.13-19

Transfiguration

of the Lord Dn 7.9-10,13-14 97 2 P 1.16-19 A : Mt 17.1-9

B : Mk 9.2-10

C : Lk 9.28b-36

Assumption of Mary

: Vigil 1 Ch 15.3-4,15-16;

16.1-2 132 1 Co 15.54-57 Lk 11.27-28

: Day Rv 11.19a;

12.1-6a,10ab 45 1 Co 15.20-26 Lk 1.39-56

Triumph of the Cross Nm 21.4b-9 78 Ph 2.6-11 Jn 3.13-17

All Saints Rv 7.2-4,9-14 24 1 Jn 3.1-3 Mt 5.1-12

All Souls A : Lam 3.17-26 103 1 Co 15.51-57 Mt 11.25-30

or Jn 12.23-26

B : Isa 25.6-9 23 1 Co 15.12-26 Mk 8.27-35

or Jn 1.1-5,9-14

C : Ez 37.1,4-6,12-14 27 1 P 1.3-9 Lk 7.11-17

or Jn 20.11-18

Dedication of

Saint John Lateran Ez 47.1-2,8-9,12 46 1 Co 3.9b-11,16-17 Jn 2.13-22

Immaculate

Conception of Mary Gn 3.9-15,20 98 Ep 1.3-6,11-12 Lk 1.26-38

788 YEAR ABC
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524 PRESENTATION OF THE LORD                     FEBRUARY 2

FIRST READING Malachi 3.1-4

The Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple.

A reading from the book of the prophet Malachi.

Thus says the Lord God:
1 “See, I am sending my messenger

to prepare the way before me,

and the Lord whom you seek

will suddenly come to his temple.

The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—

indeed, he is coming,”

says the Lord of hosts.

2 “But who can endure the day of his coming,

and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap;
3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,

and he will purify the descendants of Levi

and refine them like gold and silver,

until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.
4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem

will be pleasing to the Lord

as in the days of old and as in former years.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 24.7, 8, 9, 10 (R.10)

R. The Lord of hosts: he is king of glory!

7 Lift up your heads, O gates!

and be lifted up, O ancient doors!

that the King of glory may come in. R.

8 Who is the King of glory?

The Lord, strong and mighty,

the Lord, mighty in battle. R.

9 Lift up your heads, O gates!

and be lifted up, O ancient doors!

that the King of glory may come in. R.
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10 Who is this King of glory?

The Lord of hosts,

he is the King of glory. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 2.10-11, 13b-18++

Jesus had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

10 It was fitting that God,

for whom and through whom all things exist,

in bringing many children to glory,

should make the source of their salvation

perfect through sufferings.
11 For the one who sanctifies

and those who are sanctified all have one Father.

For this reason

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, saying,
13 “Here am I,

and the children whom God has given me.”
14 Since the children share flesh and blood,

Jesus himself likewise shared the same things,

so that through death

he might destroy the one who has the power of death,

that is, the devil,
15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery

by the fear of death.

16 For it is clear that Jesus did not come to help angels,

but the descendants of Abraham.
17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters

in every respect,

so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest

in the service of God,

to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people.

18 Because Jesus himself was tested by what he suffered,

he is able to help those who are being tested.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.



792 YEARS ABC

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N See Luke 2.32

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

This is a light of revelation to the nations

and the glory of your people Israel.

G O S P E L Luke 2.22-40

My eyes have seen your salvation.

The shorter version (22-32) ends at the asterisk.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

22 When the time came for their purification

according to the law of Moses,

the parents of Jesus brought him up to Jerusalem

to present him to the Lord.
23 As it is written in the law of the Lord,

“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord,”
24 and they offered a sacrifice

according to what is stated in the law of the Lord,

“a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon;

this man was righteous and devout,

looking forward to the consolation of Israel,

and the Holy Spirit rested on him.
26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit

that he would not see death

before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.

27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple;

and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,

to do for him what was customary under the law,
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,

according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

and for glory to your people Israel.” *
33 The child’s father and mother

were amazed at what was being said about him.
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary,

“This child is destined

for the falling and the rising of many in Israel,
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and to be a sign that will be opposed
35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—

and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna,

the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.

She was of a great age,

having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.

She never left the temple

but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day.

38 At that moment she came, and began to praise God

and to speak about the child

to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

39 When the parents of Jesus had finished everything

required by the law of the Lord,

they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.
40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom;

and the favour of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord.
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543 JOSEPH, HUSBAND OF MARY                           MARCH 19

Patron of Canada 

FIRST READING 2 Samuel 7.4-5a, 12-14a, 16

The Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

4 The word of the Lord came to Nathan:
5 “Go and tell my servant David:

12 ‘When your days are fulfilled

and you lie down with your ancestors,

I will raise up your offspring after you,

who shall come forth from your body,

and I will establish his kingdom.

13 “‘He shall build a house for my name,

and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.
14 I will be a father to him,

and he shall be a son to me.
16 Your house and your kingdom

shall be made sure forever before me.’”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 89.1-2, 3-4, 26+28, (R.36)

R. The son of David will live for ever.

1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;

with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;

your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. R.

3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,

I have sworn to my servant David:
4 I will establish your descendants forever,

and build your throne for all generations.” R.

26 He shall cry to me, “You are my Father,

my God, and the Rock of my salvation!”
28 Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him,

and my covenant with him will stand firm. R.
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SECOND READING Romans 4.13, 16-18, 22

Hoping against hope, Abraham believed.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

13 The promise that Abraham would inherit the world

did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law

but through the righteousness of faith.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith,

in order that the promise may rest on grace

and be guaranteed to all his descendants,

not only to the adherents of the law,

but also to those who share the faith of Abraham.

He is the father of all of us,
17 as it is written,

“I have made you the father of many nations.”

Abraham believed in the presence of the God

who gives life to the dead

and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

18 Hoping against hope,

Abraham believed that he would become

“the father of many nations,”

according to what was said,

“So numerous shall your descendants be.”

22 Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Psalm 84.4

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

Blessed are they who dwell in your house, O Lord;

they sing your praise without end!
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G O S P E L Matthew 1.16, 18-21, 24a

Joseph awoke and did what the angel had commanded.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

16 Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary,

of whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah.

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way.

When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph,

but before they lived together,

she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.

19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace,

planned to dismiss her quietly.

20 But just when he had resolved to do this,

an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,

“Joseph, son of David,

do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,

for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.
21 She will bear a son,

and you are to name him Jesus,

for he will save his people from their sins.”

24 When Joseph awoke from sleep,

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him;

he took Mary as his wife.

The gospel of the Lord.

or:

G O S P E L Luke 2.41-51a

Your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

41 Every year the parents of Jesus went to Jerusalem

for the festival of the Passover.
42 And when Jesus was twelve years old,

they went up as usual for the festival.

43 When the festival was ended and they started to return,

the boy stayed behind in Jerusalem,

but his parents did not know it.
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44 Assuming that he was in the group of travellers,

they went a day’s journey.

Then they started to look for him

among their relatives and friends.
45 When they did not find him,

they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.

46 After three days they found him in the temple,

sitting among the teachers,

listening to them and asking them questions.
47 And all who heard him were amazed

at his understanding and his answers.

48 When his parents saw him they were astonished;

and his mother said to him,

“Child, why have you treated us like this?

Look, your father and I have been searching for you

in great anxiety.”
49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me?

Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
50 But they did not understand what he said to them.
51 Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth,

and was obedient to them.

The gospel of the Lord.
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545 ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD                     MARCH 25

FIRST READING Isaiah 7.10-14; 8.10d

The young woman is with child.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying,
11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God;

let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask,

and I will not put the Lord to the test.”

13 Then Isaiah said:

“Hear then, O house of David!

Is it too little for you to weary mortals,

that you weary my God also?
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.

Look, the young woman is with child

and shall bear a son,

and shall name him Immanuel,”
10 for God is with us.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 40.6, 7-8, 9, 10 (R.7-8)

R. Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire,

but you have given me an open ear.

Burnt offering and sin offering

you have not required. R.

7 Then I said, “Here I am;

in the scroll of the book it is written of me.
8 I delight to do your will, O my God;

your law is within my heart.” R.

9 I have told the glad news of deliverance

in the great congregation;

see, I have not restrained my lips,

as you know, O Lord. R.
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10 I have not hidden your saving help within my heart,

I have spoken of your faithfulness and your salvation;

I have not concealed your steadfast love and your faithfulness

from the great congregation. R.

SECOND READING Hebrews 10.4-10

It was written of me in the scroll of the book: See, God, I
have come to do your will.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

4 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,

but a body you have prepared for me;
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings

you have taken no pleasure.
7 Then I said,

as it is written of me in the scroll of the book,

‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God.’”

8 When he said,

“You have neither desired nor taken pleasure

in sacrifices and offerings

and burnt offerings and sin offerings”

(these are offered according to the law),
9 then he added,

“See, I have come to do your will.”

He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.

10 And it is by God’s will

that we have been sanctified

through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ

once for all.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 1.14ab

This verse may accompany the singing of the acclamation.
If the acclamation is not sung, it is omitted.

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us;

and we saw his glory.
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G O S P E L Luke 1.26-38

Mary, you will conceive and bear a son.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

26 The angel Gabriel was sent by God

to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,

of the house of David.

The virgin’s name was Mary.

28 And he came to her and said,

“Greetings, favoured one!

The Lord is with you.”
29 But she was much perplexed by his words

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.

30 The angel said to her,  “Do not be afraid, Mary,

for you have found favour with God.
31 And now, you will conceive and bear a son,

and you will name him Jesus.
32 He will be great,

and will be called the Son of the Most High,

and the Lord God will give to him

the throne of his ancestor David.
33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;

therefore the child to be born of you will be holy;

he will be called Son of God.
36 And now, your relative Elizabeth

in her old age has also conceived a son;

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

38 Then Mary said,

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord;

let it be with me according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord.
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586 BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST                   JUNE 23

VIGIL

FIRST READING Jeremiah 1.4-10

Before you were formed in the womb, I knew you.

A reading from the book of the prophet Jeremiah.

The word of the Lord came to me saying,
5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,

and before you were born I consecrated you;

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”

6 Then I said, “Ah, Lord God!

Truly I do not know how to speak,

for I am only a boy.”
7 But the Lord said to me,

“Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’;

for you shall go to all to whom I send you,

and you shall speak whatever I command you,
8 Do not be afraid of them,

for I am with you to deliver you,

says the Lord.”

9 Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth;

and the Lord said to me,

“Now I have put my words in your mouth.
10 See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms,

to pluck up and to pull down,

to destroy and to overthrow,

to build and to plant.’’

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 71.1-2, 3, 5-6, 15+17 (R.6)

R. Since my mother’s womb, you have been my strength.

1 In you, O Lord, I take refuge;

let me never be put to shame.
2 In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me;

incline your ear to me and save me. R.



802 YEARS ABC

3 Be to me a rock of refuge,

a strong fortress, to save me,

for you are my rock and my fortress.

Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked. R.

5 For you, O Lord, are my hope,

my trust, O Lord, from my youth.
6 Upon you I have leaned from my birth;

it was you who took me from my mother’s womb. R.

15 My mouth will tell of your righteous acts,

of your deeds of salvation all day long.
17 O God, from my youth you have taught me,

and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds. R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1.3, 8-12++

The prophets made careful search concerning our salvation.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

By his great mercy he has given us

a new birth into a living hope

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

8 Although you have not seen Jesus Christ,

you love him;

and even though you do not see him now,

you believe in him

and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,
9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith,

the salvation of your souls.

10 The prophets who prophesied of the grace

that was to be yours

concerning this salvation made careful search and inquiry,
11 inquiring about the person or time

that the Spirit of Christ within them indicated

when it testified in advance

to the sufferings and the subsequent glory destined for Christ.

12 It was revealed to the prophets

that they were serving not themselves but you,

in regard to the things that have now been announced to you

through those who brought you good news

by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven

—things into which angels long to look!
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13 Therefore prepare your minds for action;

discipline yourselves;

set all your hope on the grace

that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 1.7; Luke 1.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

John came to bear witness to the light,

to prepare an upright people for the Lord.

G O S P E L Luke 1.5-17

Your wife, Elizabeth, will bear you a son, and you will name him John.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea,

there was a priest named Zechariah,

who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah.

His wife was a descendant of Aaron,

and her name was Elizabeth.
6 Both of them were righteous before God,

living blamelessly according to all the commandments

and regulations of the Lord.
7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren,

and both were getting on in years.

8 Once when Zechariah was serving as priest before God

and his section was on duty,
9 he was chosen by lot,

according to the custom of the priesthood,

to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.
10 Now at the time of the incense offering,

the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.

11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord,

standing at the right side of the altar of incense.
12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified;

and fear overwhelmed him. ➣
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13 But the angel said to him,

“Do not be afraid, Zechariah,

for your prayer has been heard.

Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,

and you will name him John.

14 “You will have joy and gladness,

and many will rejoice at his birth,
15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.

He must never drink wine or strong drink;

even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit.

16 “He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God.
17 With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him,

to turn the hearts of parents to their children,

and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous,

to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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587 BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST   JUNE 24

DURING THE DAY

FIRST READING Isaiah 49.1-6

I will give you as a light to the nations.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

1 Listen to me, O coastlands,

pay attention, you peoples from far away!

The Lord called me before I was born,

while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.

2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword,

in the shadow of his hand he hid me;

he made me a polished arrow,

in his quiver he hid me away.

3 And the Lord said to me, “You are my servant, Israel,

in whom I will be glorified.”
4 But I said, “I have laboured in vain,

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;

yet surely my cause is with the Lord,

and my reward with my God.”

5 And now the Lord says,

who formed me in the womb to be his servant,

to bring Jacob back to him,

and that Israel might be gathered to him,

for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord,

and my God has become my strength.

6 The Lord says,

“It is too small a thing that you should be my servant

to raise up the tribes of Jacob

and to restore the survivors of Israel;

I will give you as a light to the nations,

that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 139.1-3, 13-14a, 14b-15 (R.14)

R. I praise you for I am wonderfully made.

1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up;

you discern my thoughts from far away.
3 You search out my path and my lying down,

and are acquainted with all my ways. R.

13 For it was you who formed my inward parts;

you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you,

for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. R.

Wonderful are your works; that I know very well.
15 My frame was not hidden from you,

when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. R.

SECOND READING Acts 13.22-26

John proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

On the sabbath,

Paul and his companion went to the synagogue,

and the officials of the synagogue invited them to address the people.

So Paul stood up and began to speak.

“You Israelites, and all who fear God, listen.
22 God made David king of our ancestors.

In his testimony about him God said,

‘I have found David, son of Jesse,

to be a man after my heart,

who will carry out all my wishes.’

23 “Of this man’s posterity

God has brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he promised;
24 before the coming of Jesus

John had already proclaimed a baptism of repentance

to all the people of Israel.
25 And as John was finishing his work, he said,

‘What do you suppose that I am?

I am not he.

No, but one is coming after me;

I am not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.’
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26 “You descendants of Abraham’s family,

and others who fear God,

to us the message of this salvation has been sent.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 1.76

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High;

for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way.

G O S P E L Luke 1.57-66, 80

His name is John

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

57 The time came for Elizabeth to give birth,

and she bore a son.
58 Her neighbours and relatives heard

that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her,

and they rejoiced with her.

59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child,

and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father.
60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.”
61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this name.”
62 Then they began motioning to his father

to find out what name he wanted to give him.

63 He asked for a writing tablet and wrote,

“His name is John.”

And all of them were amazed.
64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,

and he began to speak, praising God.

65 Fear came over all their neighbours,

and all these things were talked about

throughout the entire hill country of Judea.
66 All who heard them pondered them and said,

“What then will this child become?”

For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

80 The child grew and became strong in spirit,

and he was in the wilderness

until the day he appeared publicly to Israel.

The gospel of the Lord.
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590 PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES             JUNE 28

VIGIL

FIRST READING Acts 3.1-10

What I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
stand up and walk.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple

at the hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon.
2 A man lame from birth was being carried in.

People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple

called the Beautiful Gate

so that he could ask for alms from those entering the temple.

3 When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple,

he asked them for alms.
4 Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said,

“Look at us.”

5 He fixed his attention on them,

expecting to receive something from them.
6 Peter said, “I have no silver or gold,

but what I have I give you;

in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.”
7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up;

and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong.
8 Jumping up, the man stood and began to walk,

and he entered the temple with them,

walking and leaping and praising God.

9 All the people saw him walking and praising God,
10 and they recognized him as the one who used to sit

and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple;

they were filled with wonder and amazement

at what had happened to him.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 19.1-2, 3-4 (R.4a)

R. Their message goes out through all the earth.

1 The heavens are telling the glory of God;

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2 Day to day pours forth speech,

and night to night declares knowledge. R.

3 There is no speech, nor are there words;

their voice is not heard;
4 yet their voice goes out through all the earth,

and their words to the end of the world. R.

SECOND READING Galatians 1.11-20

God set me apart before I was born.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians.

11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters,

that the gospel that was proclaimed by me

is not of human origin;
12 for I did not receive it from a human source,

nor was I taught it,

but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism.

I was violently persecuting the church of God

and was trying to destroy it.
14 I advanced in Judaism

beyond many among my people of the same age,

for I was far more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors.

15 Then God, who had set me apart before I was born

and called me through his grace,

was pleased to reveal his Son to me,
16 so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles.

I did not confer with any human being,
17 nor did I go up to Jerusalem

to those who were already apostles before me,

but I went away at once into Arabia,

and afterwards I returned to Damascus. ➣
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18 Then after three years I did go up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas

and stayed with him fifteen days;
19 but I did not see any other apostle

except James the Lord’s brother.
20 In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N John 21.17

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Lord, you know all things:

you know that I love you.

G O S P E L John 21.15-19

Peter, feed my lambs, feed my sheep.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

For the third time after he was raised from the dead,

Jesus appeared to the disciples.

Just after daybreak, he stood on the beach

and said to them, “Come and eat.”
15 When they had finished breakfast,

Jesus said to Simon Peter,

“Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

16 A second time he said to him,

“Simon son of John, do you love me?”

He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”

Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.”

17 He said to him the third time,

“Simon son of John, do you love me?’”

Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time,

“Do you love me?”

And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything;

you know that I love you.”

Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.

18 “Very truly, I tell you,

when you were younger,

you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished.
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But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands,

and someone else will fasten a belt around you

and take you where you do not wish to go.”

19 (He said this to indicate the kind of death

by which Peter would glorify God.)

After this Jesus said to Peter,

“Follow me.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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591 PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES                              JUNE 29

DURING THE DAY

FIRST READING Acts 12.1-11

Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel
and rescued me from the hands of Herod.

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

In those days,
1 King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church.
2 He had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword.
3 After he saw that it pleased some of the people,

he proceeded to arrest Peter also.

This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.

4 When he had seized him, he put him in prison

and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him,

intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover.
5 While Peter was kept in prison,

the church prayed fervently to God for him.

6 The very night before Herod was going to bring him out,

Peter, bound with two chains, was sleeping between two soldiers,

while guards in front of the door were keeping watch

over the prison.
7 Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared

and a light shone in the cell.

He tapped Peter on the side and woke him,

saying, “Get up quickly.”

And the chains fell off his wrists.

8 The angel said to him,

“Fasten your belt and put on your sandals.”

He did so. Then he said to him,

“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.”
9 Peter went out and followed him;

he did not realize

that what was happening with the angel’s help was real;

he thought he was seeing a vision.

10 After they had passed the first and the second guard,

they came before the iron gate leading into the city.

It opened for them of its own accord,

and they went outside and walked along a lane,

when suddenly the angel left him.
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11 Then Peter came to himself and said,

“Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel

and rescued me from the hands of Herod

and from all that the people were expecting.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 34.1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8, (R.4b)

R. The Lord set me free from all my fears.

1 I will bless the Lord at all times;

his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
2 My soul makes its boast in the Lord;

let the humble hear and be glad. R.

3 O magnify the Lord with me,

and let us exalt his name together.
4 I sought the Lord, and he answered me,

and delivered me from all my fears. R.

5 Look to him, and be radiant;

so your faces shall never be ashamed.
6 This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord,

and was saved from every trouble. R.

7 The angel of the Lord encamps

around those who fear him, and delivers them.
8 O taste and see that the Lord is good;

happy are those who take refuge in him. R.

SECOND READING 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 17-18

There is reserved for me the crown of righteousness.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy.

6 As for me,

I am already being poured out as a libation,

and the time of my departure has come.
7 I have fought the good fight,

I have finished the race,

I have kept the faith.
8 From now on

there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteous judge,

will give me on that day,

and not only to me but also to all

who have longed for his appearing. ➣
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17 The Lord stood by me and gave me strength,

so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed

and all the Gentiles might hear it.

So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.
18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack

and save me for his heavenly kingdom.

To him be the glory forever and ever.

Amen.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 16.18

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my Church;

the gates of hell will not hold out against it.

G O S P E L Matthew 16.13-19

You are Peter; and I will give to you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

13 When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi,

he asked his disciples,

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”

14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist,

but others Elijah,

and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”

15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
16 Simon Peter answered,

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.”

17 And Jesus answered him,

“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you,

but my Father in heaven.
18 And I tell you,

you are Peter,

and on this rock I will build my church,

and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.

19 “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven,

and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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614 TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD              AUGUST 6

When this feast falls on a weekday, only one reading is selected before the gospel.

FIRST READING Daniel 7.9-10, 13-14

His clothing was white as snow.

A reading from the book of the prophet Daniel.

9 As I watched,

thrones were set in place,

and an Ancient One took his throne.

His clothing was white as snow,

and the hair of his head like pure wool.

His throne was fiery flames,

and its wheels were burning fire.
10 A stream of fire issued

and flowed out from his presence.

A thousand thousands served him,

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.

The court sat in judgment,

and the books were opened.

13 As I watched visions in the night,

I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven.

And he came to the Ancient One

and was presented before him.

14 To him was given dominion and glory and kingship,

that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.

His dominion is an everlasting dominion

that shall not pass away,

and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 97.1-2, 5-6, 9+12 (R.1a, 9a)++

R. The Lord is king, the most high over all the earth.

1 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice;

let the many coastlands be glad!
2 Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;

righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne. R.
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5 The mountains melt like wax before the Lord,

before the Lord of all the earth.
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness;

and all the peoples behold his glory. R.

9 For you, O Lord, are most high over all the earth;

you are exalted far above all gods.
12 Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous,

and give thanks to his holy name. R.

SECOND READING 2 Peter 1.16-19

We heard God’s voice come from heaven.

A reading from the second letter of Peter.

16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths

when we made known to you

the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty.
17 For he received honour and glory from God the Father

when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory,

saying,  “This is my Son, my Beloved,

with whom I am well pleased.”

18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven,

while we were with him on the holy mountain.
19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed.

You will do well to be attentive to this

as to a lamp shining in a dark place,

until the day dawns

and the morning star rises in your hearts.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 17.5c

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

This is my beloved Son, in whom is all my delight; hear him.



TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD817

G O S P E L YEAR A Matthew 17.1-9

Jesus was transfigured and his face shone like the sun.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John

and led them up a high mountain, by themselves.
2 And he was transfigured before them,

and his face shone like the sun,

and his clothes became dazzling white.
3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.

4 Then Peter said to Jesus,

“Lord, it is good for us to be here;

if you wish, I will make three tents here,

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

5 While he was still speaking,

suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them,

and from the cloud a voice said,

“This is my Son, the Beloved;

with him I am well pleased;

listen to him!”

6 When the disciples heard this,

they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear.
7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying,

“Get up and do not be afraid.”
8 And when they looked up,

they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them,

“Tell no one about the vision

until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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G O S P E L YEAR B Mark 9.2-10

This is my Beloved Son: listen to him.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

2 Jesus took with him Peter and James and John,

and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves.

And he was transfigured before them,
3 and his clothes became dazzling white,

such as no one on earth could bleach them.

4 And there appeared to them Elijah and Moses,

who were talking with Jesus.
5 Then Peter said to Jesus,

“Rabbi, it is good for us to be here;

let us make three tents,

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
6 Peter did not know what to say, for they were terrified.

7 Then a cloud overshadowed them,

and from the cloud there came a voice,

“This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!”
8 Suddenly when they looked around,

they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

9 As they were coming down the mountain,

he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen,

until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
10 So the disciples kept the matter to themselves,

questioning what this rising from the dead could mean.

The gospel of the Lord.
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G O S P E L YEAR C Luke 9.28-36

Moses and Elijah were speaking with Jesus about his passing.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

28 Jesus took with him Peter and John and James,

and went up on the mountain to pray.
29 And while he was praying,

the appearance of his face changed,

and his clothes became dazzling white.

30 Suddenly they saw two men,

Moses and Elijah, talking to Jesus.
31 They appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure,

which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem.

32 Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep;

but since they had stayed awake,

they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him.

33 Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus,

“Master, it is good for us to be here;

let us make three tents,

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah,”

but Peter did not know what he said.

34 While he was saying this,

a cloud came and overshadowed them;

and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.
35 Then from the cloud came a voice that said,

“This is my Son, my Chosen;

listen to him!”
36 When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone.

The disciples kept silent

and in those days told no one any of the things they had seen.

The gospel of the Lord.
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621 ASSUMPTION OF MARY                           AUGUST 14

VIGIL

FIRST READING 1 Chronicles 15.3-4, 15-16; 16.1-2

They brought up the ark of the Lord to its place,
which David had prepared for it.

A reading from the first book of Chronicles.

3 David assembled all Israel in Jerusalem

to bring up the ark of the Lord to its place,

which he had prepared for it.
4 Then David gathered together

the descendants of Aaron and the Levites.
15 The Levites carried the ark of God

on their shoulders with the poles,

as Moses had commanded according to the word of the Lord.
16 David also commanded the chiefs of the Levites

to appoint their kindred as the singers

to play on musical instruments,

on harps and lyres and cymbals,

to raise loud sounds of joy.

1 They brought in the ark of God,

and set it inside the tent that David had pitched for it;

and they offered burnt offerings

and offerings of well-being before God.
2 When David had finished offering the burnt offerings

and the offerings of well-being,

he blessed the people in the name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 132.6-7, 9-10, 13-14 (R.8)

R. Lord, go up to the place of your rest,

you and the ark of your holiness.

6 We heard of the ark in Ephrathah;

we found it in the fields of Jaar.
7 “Let us go to his dwelling place;

let us worship at his footstool.” R.
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9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness,

and let your faithful shout for joy.
10 For your servant David’s sake

do not turn away the face of your anointed one. R.

13 For the Lord has chosen Zion;

he has desired it for his habitation.
14 “This is my resting place forever;

here I will reside, for I have desired it.” R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.54-57

God has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

54 When this perishable body puts on imperishability,

and this mortal body puts on immortality,

then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin,

and the power of sin is the law.
57 But thanks be to God,

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 11.28

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Blessed are they who hear the word of God

and keep it.

G O S P E L Luke 11.27-28

Blessed is the womb that bore you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

27 As Jesus was speaking to the people,

a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him,

“Blessed is the womb that bore you

and the breasts that nursed you!”

28 But Jesus said,

“Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!”

The gospel of the Lord.



822 YEARS ABC

622 ASSUMPTION OF MARY                                   AUGUST 15

DURING THE DAY

FIRST READING Revelation 11.19a; 12.1-6a; 10ab

A great portent appeared: a woman clothed with the sun
and with the moon under her feet.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

19 God’s temple in heaven was opened,

and the ark of his covenant was seen within his temple.

1 A great portent appeared in heaven:

a woman clothed with the sun,

with the moon under her feet,

and on her head a crown of twelve stars.
2 She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pangs,

in the agony of giving birth.

3 Then another portent appeared in heaven:

a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns,

and seven diadems on his heads.
4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven

and threw them to the earth.

Then the dragon stood before the woman

who was about to bear a child,

so that he might devour her child

as soon as it was born.

5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child,

who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron.

But her child was snatched away

and taken to God and to his throne;
6 and the woman fled into the wilderness,

where she has a place prepared by God,

so that there she can be nourished

for one thousand two hundred sixty days.

10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,

“Now have come the salvation and the power

and the kingdom of our God

and the authority of his Messiah.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 45.9-10, 11+12c+14, 15+17 (R.9b)++

R. The queen stands at your right hand, arrayed in gold.

9 Daughters of kings are among your ladies of honour;

at your right hand stands the queen in gold of Ophir.
10 Hear, O daughter, consider and incline your ear;

forget your people and your father’s house. R.

11 The king will desire your beauty.

Since he is your lord, bow to him;
12 The princess is decked with golden robes;
14 in many-coloured robes she is led to the king;

behind her the virgins, her companions, follow. R.

15 With joy and gladness they are led along

as they enter the palace of the king.
17 I will cause your name to be celebrated in all generations;

therefore the peoples will praise you forever. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.20-26

Christ has been raised from the dead;
the first fruits of those who belong to Christ.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters,
20 Christ has been raised from the dead,

the first fruits of those who have died.
21 For since death came through a human being,

the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being;
22 for as all die in Adam,

so all will be made alive in Christ.
23 But each in his own order:

Christ the first fruits,

then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

24 Then comes the end,

when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father,

after he has destroyed every ruler

and every authority and power.
25 For Christ must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Mary is taken up to heaven,

and the angels of God shout for joy.

G O S P E L Luke 1.39-56

The Mighty One has done great things for me; God has lift-
ed up the lowly.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

39 Mary set out and went with haste

to a Judean town in the hill country,
40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.

41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting,

the child leaped in her womb.

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit
42 and exclaimed with a loud cry,

“Blessed are you among women,

and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
43 And why has this happened to me,

that the mother of my Lord comes to me?
44 For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting,

the child in my womb leaped for joy.
45 And blessed is she who believed

that there would be a fulfilment

of what was spoken to her by the Lord.”

46 And Mary said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,

and holy is his name.
50 His mercy is for those who fear him

from generation to generation.

51 “He has shown strength with his arm;

he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,

and lifted up the lowly;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,

and sent the rich away empty.
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54 “He has helped his servant Israel,

in remembrance of his mercy,
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors,

to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

56 And Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months

and then returned to her home.

The gospel of the Lord.



826 YEARS ABC

638 TRIUMPH OF THE CROSS                           SEPTEMBER 14

FIRST READING Numbers 21.4-9

Everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.

A reading from the book of Numbers.

4 The Israelites set out by the way to the Red Sea,

to go around the land of Edom;

but they became impatient on the way.
5 The people spoke against God and against Moses,

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt

to die in the wilderness?

For there is no food and no water,

and we detest this miserable food.”

6 Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people,

and they bit the people, so that many Israelites died.
7 The people came to Moses and said,

“We have sinned by speaking against the Lord and against you;

pray to the Lord to take away the serpents from us.”

So Moses prayed for the people.

8 And the Lord said to Moses,

“Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole;

and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.”
9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole;

and whenever a serpent bit someone,

that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 78.1-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38 (R.7b)

R. Do not forget the works of the Lord!

1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;

incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
2 I will open my mouth in a parable;

I will utter dark sayings from of old. R.

34 When God killed them, the people sought for him;

they repented and sought him earnestly.
35 They remembered that God was their rock,

the Most High God their redeemer. R.
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36 But they flattered him with their mouths;

they lied to him with their tongues.
37 Their heart was not steadfast toward him;

they were not true to his covenant. R.

38 Yet he, being compassionate, forgave their iniquity,

and did not destroy them;

often he restrained his anger,

and did not stir up all his wrath. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 2.6-11

Christ humbled himself, therefore God also highly exalted him.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

6 Though Christ Jesus was in the form of God,

he did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,

being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself

and became obedient to the point of death—

even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God highly exalted him

and gave him the name that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,

in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess

that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you,

because by your cross you have redeemed the world.
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G O S P E L John 3.13-17

The Son of Man must be lifted up.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
13 “No one has ascended into heaven

except the one who descended from heaven,

the Son of Man.

And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,

so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world

that he gave his only Son,

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish

but may have eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world

to condemn the world,

but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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667 ALL SAINTS                                                       NOVEMBER 1

FIRST READING Revelation 7.2-4, 9-14

There was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages.

A reading from the book of Revelation.

2 I,  John, saw an angel

ascending from the rising of the sun,

having the seal of the living God,

and he called with a loud voice to the four angels

who had been given power to damage earth and sea, saying,
3 “Do not damage the earth or the sea or the trees,

until we have marked the servants of our God

with a seal on their foreheads.”

4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed,

one hundred forty-four thousand,

sealed out of every tribe of the people of Israel.

9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude

that no one could count, from every nation,

from all tribes and peoples and languages,

standing before the throne and before the Lamb,

robed in white, with palm branches in their hands.
10 They cried out in a loud voice,

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne,

and to the Lamb!”

11 And all the angels stood around the throne,

around the elders and the four living creatures;

they fell on their faces before the throne

and worshipped God, singing,
12 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom

and thanksgiving and honour and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

13 Then one of the elders addressed me,

“Who are these, robed in white,

and where have they come from?”
14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” ➣
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Then he said to me,

“These are they who have come out of the great ordeal;

they have washed their robes

and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 24.1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 (R.7c+10b)

R. Lord, blessed are those who seek your face.++

or: Lord, this is the people that longs to see your face.

1 The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it,

the world, and those who live in it;
2 for he has founded it on the seas,

and established it on the river. R.

3 Who shall ascend the mountain of the Lord?

And who shall stand in his holy place?
4 Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,

who do not lift up their souls to what is false. R.

5 They will receive blessing from the Lord,

and vindication from the God of their salvation.
6 Such is the company of those who seek him,

who seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 3.1-3

When God is revealed, we will see God as he is.

A reading from the first letter of John.

1 See what love the Father has given us,

that we should be called children of God;

and that is what we are.

The reason the world does not know us

is that it did not know him.

2 Beloved, we are God’s children now;

what we will be has not yet been revealed.

What we do know is this:

when he is revealed, we will be like him,

for we will see him as he is.

3 And all who have this hope in God purify themselves,

just as he is pure.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 11.28

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come to me, all you that labour and are burdened,

and I will give you rest, says the Lord.

G O S P E L Matthew 5.1-12a

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain;

and after he sat down,

his disciples came to him.
2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,

for they will be comforted.

5 “Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

for they will be filled.

7 “Blessed are the merciful,

for they will receive mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,

for they will see God.

9 “Blessed are the peacemakers,

for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people revile you

and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil

against you falsely on my account.
12 Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward is great in heaven.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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668 ALL SOULS                                                        NOVEMBER 2

YEAR A

The readings given below are suggestions. A more complete selection is found in the Masses for the
Dead in the Weekday Lectionary. The readings below have been divided into Years A, B, and C, for
use when November 2 falls on a Sunday.

FIRST READING Lamentations 3.17-26

It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord.

A reading from the book of Lamentations.

17 My soul is deprived of peace;

I have forgotten what happiness is;
18 so I say, “Gone is my glory,

and all that I had hoped for from the Lord.”

19 The thought of my affliction and my homelessness

is wormwood and gall!
20 My soul continually thinks of it

and is bowed down within me.

21 But this I call to mind and therefore I have hope:
22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,

his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning;

great is your faithfulness.
24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,

“therefore I will hope in him.”

25 The Lord is good to those who wait for him,

to the soul that seeks him.
26 It is good that one should wait quietly

for the salvation of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 103.8+10, 13-14, 15-16, 17 (R.8 or Ps 37.39)

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

or: The salvation of the just comes from the Lord.

8 The Lord is merciful and gracious,

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
10 He does not deal with us according to our sins,

nor repay us according to our iniquities. R.

13 As a father has compassion for his children,

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him.
14 For he knows how we were made;

he remembers that we are dust. R.

15 As for mortals, their days are like grass;

they flourish like a flower of the field;
16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,

and its place knows it no more. R.

17 The steadfast love of the Lord

is from everlasting to everlasting

on those who fear him,

and his righteousness to children’s children,

to those who keep his covenant

and remember to do his commandments. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.51-57

Death has been swallowed up in victory.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters,
51 listen, I will tell you a mystery!

We will not all die,

but we will all be changed,
52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.

For the trumpet will sound,

and the dead will be raised imperishable,

and we will be changed.
53 For this perishable body must put on imperishability,

and this mortal body must put on immortality.

54 When this perishable body puts on imperishability,

and this mortal body puts on immortality,

then the saying that is written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” ➣
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55 “Where, O death, is your victory?

Where, O death, is your sting?”

56 The sting of death is sin,

and the power of sin is the law.
57 But thanks be to God,

who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Timothy 2.11-12a

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

If we die with Christ, we shall live with him;

and if we are faithful to the end, we shall reign with him.

G O S P E L Matthew 11.25-30

You have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent
and have revealed them to infants;

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

25 At that time Jesus said,

“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,

because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent

and have revealed them to infants;
26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.”

Then turning to his disciples, Jesus said:
27 “All things have been handed over to me by my Father;

and no one knows the Son except the Father,

and no one knows the Father except the Son

and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

28 “Come to me,

all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,

and I will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;

for I am gentle and humble in heart,

and you will find rest for your souls.

30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

The gospel of the Lord.

or:
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G O S P E L John 12.23-26

Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,
it will not bear much fruit.

✠ A reading of the holy gospel according to John.

Jesus said to his disciples,
23 “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
24 Very truly, I tell you,

unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies,

it remains just a single grain;

but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

25 “Those who love their life lose it,

and those who hate their life in this world

will keep it for eternal life.

26 ”Whoever serves me must follow me,

and where I am, there will my servant be also.

Whoever serves me, the Father will honour.”

The gospel of the Lord.
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668 ALL SOULS                                                        NOVEMBER 2

YEAR B

The readings given below are suggestions. A more complete selection is found in the Masses for the
Dead in the Weekday Lectionary. The readings below have been divided into Years A, B, and C, for
use when November 2 falls on a Sunday.

FIRST READING Isaiah 25.6-9

The Lord God will swallow up death for ever.

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples

a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,

of rich food filled with marrow,

of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 The Lord God will destroy on this mountain

the shroud that is cast over all peoples,

the sheet that is spread over all nations;

he will swallow up death forever.

8 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,

and the disgrace of his people

he will take away from all the earth,

for the Lord has spoken.

9 It will be said on that day,

“Lo, this is our God;

we have waited for him,

so that he might save us.

This is the Lord for whom we have waited;

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 23.1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 (R.1or 4)

R. The Lord is my shepherd;

there is nothing I shall want.

or: Though I walk in the valley of darkness, I fear no evil,

for you are with me.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures;

he leads me beside still waters;
3 he restores my soul. R.

He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;

for you are with me;
your rod and your staff—they comfort me. R.

5 You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;
my cup overflows. R.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life,

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
my whole life long. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15.12-26

In fact Christ has been raised from the dead.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Beloved,
12 if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead,

how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the dead?
13 If there is no resurrection of the dead,

then Christ has not been raised;
14 and if Christ has not been raised,

then our proclamation has been in vain

and your faith has been in vain.

15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God,

because we testified of God that he raised Christ—

whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.
16 For if the dead are not raised,

then Christ has not been raised. ➣
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17 If Christ has not been raised,

your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.
18 Then those also who have died in Christ have perished.

19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ,

we are of all people most to be pitied.

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead,

the first fruits of those who have died.
21 For since death came through a human being,

the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being;
22 for as all die in Adam,

so all will be made alive in Christ.
23 But each in his own order:

Christ the first fruits,

then at his coming, those who belong to Christ.

24 Then comes the end,

when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father,

after Christ has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power.
25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Matthew 25.34

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Come, you whom my Father has blessed, says the Lord;

inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world.

G O S P E L Mark 8.27-35

The Son of Man must be killed, and after three days rise again.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Mark.

27 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi;

and on the way he asked his disciples,

“Who do people say that I am?”
28 And they answered him,

“John the Baptist; and others, Elijah;

and still others, one of the prophets.”

29 Jesus asked them,

“But who do you say that I am?”
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Peter answered him,

“You are the Messiah.”
30 And Jesus sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him.

31 Then he began to teach them

that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes,

and be killed,

and after three days rise again.

32 He said all this quite openly.

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.
33 But turning and looking at his disciples,

Jesus rebuked Peter and said,

“Get behind me, Satan!

For you are setting your mind not on divine things

but on human things.”

34 Jesus called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them,

“If any want to become my followers,

let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.
35 For those who want to save their life will lose it,

and those who lose their life for my sake,

and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.”

The gospel of the Lord.

or:

G O S P E L John 1.1-5, 9-14

To all who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

1 In the beginning was the Word,

and the Word was with God,

and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All things came into being through him,

and without him not one thing came into being.
4 What has come into being in him was life,

and the life was the light of all people.
5 The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not overcome it. ➣
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9 The true light, which enlightens everyone,

was coming into the world.
10 He was in the world,

and the world came into being through him;

yet the world did not know him.

11 He came to what was his own,

and his own people did not accept him.
12 But to all who received him,

who believed in his name,

he gave power to become children of God,
13 who were born, not of blood

or of the will of the flesh

or of the will of man,

but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us,

and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son,

full of grace and truth.

The gospel of the Lord.
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668 ALL SOULS                                                        NOVEMBER 2

YEAR C

The readings given below are suggestions. A more complete selection is found in the Masses for the
Dead in the Weekday Lectionary. The readings below have been divided into Years A, B, and C, for
use when November 2 falls on a Sunday.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 37.1, 4-6, 12-14

Dry bones, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

1 The hand of the Lord came upon me,

and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord

and set me down in the middle of a valley;

it was full of bones.

4 Then he said to me,

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:

‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.’
5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones:

‘I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live.
6 I will lay sinews on you,

and will cause flesh to come upon you,

and cover you with skin, and put breath in you,

and you shall live;

and you shall know that I am the Lord.’

12 “Therefore prophesy, and say to them,

‘Thus says the Lord God:

I am going to open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people;

and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.

13 ‘And you shall know that I am the Lord,

when I open your graves,

and bring you up from your graves, O my people.

14 ‘I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live,

and I will place you on your own soil;

then you shall know that I, the Lord,

have spoken and will act,’” says the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 27.1, 4, 13-14 (R.1a or 13)

R. The Lord is my light and my salvation.

or: I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord

in the land of the living.

or: Alleluia! (Two or three times)

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

of whom shall I be afraid? R.

4 One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek:

to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life,

to behold the beauty of the Lord,

and to inquire in his temple. R.

13 I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord

in the land of the living.
14 Wait for the Lord; be strong,

and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! R.

SECOND READING 1 Peter 1.3-9

God has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

A reading from the first letter of Peter.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!

By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead;
4 a birth into an inheritance

that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading,

kept in heaven for you,
5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

6 In this you rejoice,

even if now for a little while

you have had to suffer various trials,
7 so that the genuineness of your faith—

being more precious than gold that,

though perishable, is tested by fire—

may be found to result in praise and glory and honour

when Jesus Christ is revealed.
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8 Although you have not seen him, you love him;

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him

and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy,
9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith,

the salvation of your souls.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Revelation 1.5-6

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead;

glory and kingship be his for ever and ever. Amen.

G O S P E L Luke 7.11-17

Young man, I say to you, rise!

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

11 Jesus went to a town called Nain,

and his disciples and a large crowd went with him.
12 As he approached the gate of the town,

a man who had died was being carried out.

He was his mother’s only son,

and she was a widow;

and with her was a large crowd from the town.

13 When the Lord saw her,

he had compassion for her and said to her,

“Do not weep.”

14 Then he came forward and touched the pallet,

and the bearers stood still.

And Jesus said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!”
15 The dead man sat up and began to speak,

and Jesus gave him to his mother.

16 Fear seized all of them;

and they glorified God, saying,

“A great prophet has risen among us!”

and “God has looked favourably on his people!”
17 This word about Jesus spread throughout Judea

and all the surrounding country.

The gospel of the Lord.

or: ➣
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G O S P E L John 20.11-18

I have seen the Lord.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

11 Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb.

As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;
12 and she saw two angels in white,

sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,

one at the head and the other at the feet.
13 They said to her,

“Woman, why are you weeping?”

She said to them,

“They have taken away my Lord,

and I do not know where they have laid him.”
14 When she had said this,

she turned around and saw Jesus standing there,

but she did not know that it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her,

“Woman, why are you weeping?

Whom are you looking for?”

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him,

“Sir, if you have carried him away,

tell me where you have laid him,

and I will take him away.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!”

She turned and said to him in Hebrew,

“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).

17 Jesus said to her,

“Do not hold on to me,

because I have not yet ascended to the Father.

But go to my brothers and say to them,

‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father,

to my God and your God.’”

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples,

“I have seen the Lord,”

and she told them that he had said these things to her.

The gospel of the Lord.
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671 DEDICATION OF SAINT JOHN LATERAN   NOVEMBER 9

FIRST READING Ezekiel 47.1-2, 8-9, 12

I saw water flowing from the temple
and all to whom that water came were saved.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.

1 The angel of the Lord brought me back to the entrance of the temple;

there, water was flowing

from below the threshold of the temple toward the east,

for the temple faced east;

and the water was flowing down

from below the south end of the threshold of the temple,

south of the altar.

2 Then the angel brought me out by way of the north gate,

and led me around on the outside to the outer gate

that faces toward the east;

and the water was coming out on the south side.

8 He said to me,

“This water flows toward the eastern region

and goes down into the Arabah;

and when it enters the sea, the sea of stagnant waters,

the water will become fresh.
9 Wherever the river goes,

every living creature that swarms will live,

and there will be very many fish, once these waters reach there.

It will become fresh;

and everything will live where the river goes.

12 “On the banks, on both sides of the river,

there will grow all kinds of trees for food.

Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail,

but they will bear fresh fruit every month,

because the water for them flows from the sanctuary.

Their fruit will be for food, and their leaves for healing.”

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.



846 YEARS ABC

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 46.1-2, 4-5, 7-8 (R.4)

R. The waters of the river gladden the city of God.++

or: The waters of the river gladden the city of God,

home of the Holy One Most High.

1 God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea. R.

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

the holy habitation of the Most High.
5 God is in the midst of the city;  it shall not be moved;

God will help it when the morning dawns. R.

7 The Lord of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our refuge.
8 Come, behold the works of the Lord;

see what awesome things he has brought on the earth. R.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 3.9b-11, 16-17

You are God’s temple

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.

Brothers and sisters,
9 you are God’s building.

10 According to the grace of God given to me,

like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation,

and someone else is building on it.

Each builder must choose with care how to build on it.

11 For no one can lay any foundation

other than the one that has been laid;

that foundation is Jesus Christ.

16 Do you not know that you are God’s temple

and that God’s Spirit dwells in you?
17 If anyone destroys God’s temple,

God will destroy that person.

For God’s temple is holy,

and you are that temple.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N 2 Chronicles 7.16

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

I have chosen and sanctified this house, says the Lord,

that my name may remain in it for all time.

G O S P E L John 2.13-22

Jesus was speaking about the temple of his body.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to John.

13 The Passover of the Jews was near,

and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
14 In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves,

and the money changers seated at their tables.

15 Making a whip of cords,

he drove all of them out of the temple,

both the sheep and the cattle.

He also poured out the coins of the money changers

and overturned their tables.
16 He told those who were selling the doves,

“Take these things out of here!

Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”

17 His disciples remembered that it was written,

“Zeal for your house will consume me.”

18 The people then said to him,

“What sign can you show us for doing this?”
19 Jesus answered them,

“Destroy this temple,

and in three days I will raise it up.”

20 They then said,

“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years,

and will you raise it up in three days?”
21 But Jesus was speaking of the temple of his body.
22 After he was raised from the dead,

his disciples remembered that he had said this;

and they believed the scripture

and the word that Jesus had spoken.

The gospel of the Lord.



848 YEARS ABC

689 IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY     DECEMBER 8

FIRST READING Genesis 3.9-15, 20

I will put enmity between your offspring and hers.

A reading from the book of Genesis.

When the man had eaten from the tree,
9 the Lord God called to him, and said, “Where are you?”

10 The man said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden,

and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.”

11 God said, “Who told you that you were naked?”

Have you eaten from the tree

of which I commanded you not to eat?”
12 The man said,

“The woman whom you gave to be with me,

she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”
13 Then the Lord God said to the woman,

“What is this that you have done?”

The woman said,

“The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”

14 The Lord God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,

cursed are you among all animals

and among all wild creatures;

upon your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat

all the days of your life.
15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,

and between your offspring and hers;

he will strike your head,

and you will strike his heel.”

20 The man named his wife “Eve,”

because she was the mother of all the living.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98.1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 (R.2b)

R. Sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvellous deeds.

1 O sing to the Lord a new song,

for he has done marvellous things.

His right hand and his holy arm

have brought him victory. R.

2 The Lord has made known his victory;

he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
3 He has remembered his steadfast love

and faithfulness to the house of Israel. R.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the victory of our God.
4 Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises. R.

SECOND READING Ephesians 1.3-6, 11-12

God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

who has blessed us in Christ

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
4 just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world

to be holy and blameless before him in love.

5 He destined us for adoption as his children

through Jesus Christ,

according to the good pleasure of his will,
6 to the praise of his glorious grace

that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance,

having been destined according to the purpose of him

who accomplishes all things

according to his counsel and will,
12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ,

might live for the praise of his glory.

The word of the Lord.

A period of silence is observed after the reading.



850 YEARS ABC

GOSPEL ACCLAMAT I O N Luke 1.28, 42

This verse may accompany the singing of the Alleluia.
If the Alleluia is not sung, the acclamation is omitted.

Hail, Mary full of grace, the Lord is with you;

blessed are you among women.

G O S P E L Luke 1.26-38

Rejoice, favoured one, the Lord is with you.

✠ A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.

26 The angel Gabriel was sent by God

to a town in Galilee called Nazareth,
27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,

of the house of David.

The virgin’s name was Mary.

28 And he came to her and said,

“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.”

29 But she was much perplexed by his words

and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,

for you have found favour with God.
31 And now, you will conceive and bear a son,

and you will name him Jesus.
32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,

and the Lord God will give to him

the throne of his ancestor David.
33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,

and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

34 Mary said to the angel,

“How can this be, since I am a virgin?”

35 The angel said to her,

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,

and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;

therefore the child to be born will be holy;

he will be called Son of God.
36 And now, your relative Elizabeth

in her old age has also conceived a son;

and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.
37 For nothing will be impossible with God.”

38 Then Mary said,

“Here am I, the servant of the Lord;

let it be with me according to your word.”

Then the angel departed from her.

The gospel of the Lord.
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3-4,8-11 A 493 97

8.8-11 A 134 34
8-17 C 408 63
9,11-13 A 496 100
14-17 B 426 165
18-23 A 499 103
22-27 ABC 330 62
26-27 A 503 106
28-30 A 506 109
31b-35,37 B 167 26
35,37-39 A 509 112

9.1-5 A 512 115
10.8-13 C 204 24
11.13-15,29-32 A 515 118

33-36 A 518 121
12.1-2 A 521 124
13.8-10 A 524 127

11-14 A 6 1
14.7-9 A 527 130
15.4-9 A 9 4
16.25-27 B 30 11

1 CORINTHIANS
1.1-3 A 458 64

3-9 B 20 2
1.10-13,17-18 A 461 67

18,22-25 B 170 29
26-31 A 464 70

2.1-5 A 467 73
6-10 A 470 76

3.9b-11,16-17 ABC 845 671
16-23 A 475 79

4.1-5 A 478 82
5.6b-8 ABC 292 42
6.13c-15a,17-20 B 566 65
7.29-31 B 569 68

17,32-35 B 572 71
9.16-19,22-23 B 575 74

10.1-6,10-12 C 210 30
16-17 A 418 167
23–11.1 B 578 77

11.23-26 ABC 248 39
C 441 169

12.3b-7,12-13 A 348 63
4-11 C 672 66
12-30* C 675 69
31–13.13* C 680 72

15.1-11* C 685 75
12,16-20 C 688 78
12-26 B 836 668
20-26 ABC 822 622
20-26a,28 A 560 160
45-50 C 691 81
51-57 A 832 668
54-57 ABC 820 621
54-58 C 695 84

2 CORINTHIANS
1.18-22 B 581 80
3.1b-6 B 584 83

4.6-11 B 587 86
13–5.1 B 590 89

5.6-10 B 594 92
14-17 B 597 95
17-21 C 214 33
20–6.2 ABC 110 220

8.7,9,13-15 C 600 98
12.7-10 C 605 101
13.11-13 A 416 164

GALATIANS
1.1-2,6-10 C 698 87

11-20 ABC 808 590
11-19 C 701 90

2.16,19-21 C 704 93
3.26-29 C 708 96
4.4-7 ABC 82 18
5.1,13-18 C 711 99

16-25 B 377 63
6.14-18 C 714 102

EPHESIANS
1.3-14* B 608 104

3-6,11-12 ABC 848 689
3-6,15-19 ABC 85 19
17-23 A 324 58

2.4-10 B 174 32
13-18 B 611 107

3.2-3a,5-6 ABC 90 20
8-12,14-19 B 433 171

4.1-6 B 614 110
4.1-13* B 370 58

17,20-24 B 617 113
30–5.2 B 621 116
32–5.2,21-32 B 627 122

5.8-14 A 128 31
15-20 B 624 119

PHILIPPIANS
1.3-6,8-11 C 42 6

20c-24,27a A 530 133
2.1-11* A 533 136

6-11 A 141 38
6-11 B 183 38
6-11 C 222 38

ABC 826 638
3.8-14 C 218 36

17–4.1* C 207 27
4.4-7 C 42 9

6-9 A 533 139
10-14,19-20 A 540 142

COLOSSIANS
1.12-20 C 783 162

15-20 C 718 105
24-28 C 722 108

2.6-14 C 725 111
3.1-5,9-11 C 729 114

1-4 ABC 292 42
12-21 A 70 17

1 THESSALONIANS
1.1-5b A 543 145

5c-10 A 546 148
2.7b-9,13 A 549 151
3.12–4.2 C 36 3
4.13-18* A 552 154
5.1-6 A 555 157

16-24 B 27 8
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2 THESSALONIANS
1.11–2.2 C 773 153
2.16–3.5 C 776 156
3.7-12 C 780 159

1 TIMOTHY
1.12-17 C 748 132
2.1-8 C 753 135
6.11-16 C 757 138

2 TIMOTHY
1.6-8,13-14 C 761 141

8b-10 A 119 25
2.8-13 C 764 144
3.14–4.2 C 767 147
4.6-8,16-18 C 770 150

6-9,17-18 ABC 822 622

TITUS
2.11-14 ABC 59 14
2.11-14;3.4-7 C 100 21
3.4-7 ABC 63 15

PHILEMON
9b-10,12-17 C 745 129

HEBREWS
1.1-6 ABC 65 16
2.9-11 B 646 140

10-11,13b-18 ABC 790 524
4.12-13 B 649 143

14-16 B 652 146
14-16;5.7-9 ABC 252 40

5.1-6 B 655 149
7-9 B 178 35

7.23-28 B 658 152
9.11-15 B 429 168

24-28;10.19-23 C 58 401
B 661 155

10.4-10 ABC 798 545
5-10 C 45 12
11-14,18 B 664 158

11.1-2,8-19* C 732 117
8,11-12,17-19 B 73 17

12.1-4 C 736 120
5-7,11-13 C 739 123
18-19,22-24a C 742 126

JAMES
1.17-18,21b-22,27 B 631 125
2.1-5 B 634 128

14-18 B 637 131
3.16–4.3 B 640 134
5.1-6 B 643 137

7-10 A 13 7

1 PETER
1.3-9 A 306 43

C 841 668
3,8-12 ABC 801 586
17-21 A 310 46

2.4-9 A 317 52
20b-25 A 314 49

3.15-18 A 321 55
18-22 B 164 23

4.13-16 A 327 59

2 PETER
1.16-19 ABC 815 614
3.8-15 B 23 5

1 JOHN
2.1-5a B 358 47
3.1-2 B 361 50

1-2,21-24 C 78 17
1-3 ABC 829 667
18-24 B 364 53

4.7-16 A 422 170
7-10 B 367 56
11-16 B 374 60

5.1-6 B 354 44
1-9 B 96 21

2 JOHN

3 JOHN

JUDE

REVELATION
1.4-8 ABC 242 260

5-8 B 667 161
9-11a,12-13,17-19 C 382 45

5.11-14 C 386 48
7.2-4,9-14 ABC 829 667

9,14b-17 C 391 51
11.19a;12.1-6a,10ab ABC 822 622
21.1-5a C 394 54

10-14,22-23 C 397 57
22.12-14,16-17,20 C 405 61
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Ps 41. 1-2,3-4,12-13 (R.4b): 581.

Ps 42. 2,4bcd; 43. 3,4 (R.42.1): 270 (7).

Ps 45. 9-10,11+12c+14,15+17++ (R.9b): 822.

Ps 46. 1 -2,4-5,7-8 (R.4): 845.

Ps 47. 1-2,5-6,7-8 (R.5a): 301; 324; 370; 401.

Ps 50. 1+8,12-13,14-15 (R.23): 484.

Ps 51. 1-2,3-4a,10-11,12+15 (R.1a+4a): 107; 110; 114.

Ps 51. 1-2,10-11,12-13 (R.10): 178.

Ps 51. 10-11,12-13,16-17 (R.10): 270 (7).

Ps 51. 1-2,10-11,15+17 (R.Lk 15.18): 748.

Ps 54. 1-2,3,4+6 (R.4b): 640.

Ps 62. 1-2,5-6,7-8 (R.1): 478.

Ps 63. 1,2-3,4-5,7-8 (R.1a): 454; 521; 708.

Ps 63. 1,2-3,4-5,6-7 (R.1a): 552.

Ps 65. 9abcd,9e-10,11-12,13 (R.Lk 8.8): 499.

Ps 66. 1-3a,4-5,6-7a,16+20 (R.1): 301; 321; 714.

Ps 67. 1-2,4-5,6-7 (R.1a or 4+5): 82; 397; 515.

Ps 68. 3-4,5-6a,9-10 (R.10): 742.

Ps 69. 7-9,13+16,32-33,35ab+36 (R.13): 490.

Ps 69. 13+16,29-30,32-33,35ab+36 (R.32): 718.

Ps 71. 1-2,3,5-6,15+17 (R.6 or 15): 801; 680.
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Ps 80. 1ab+2,14-15,17-18 (R.3): 20; 45.

Ps 80. 8+11,12-13,14-15,18-19 (R.Isa 5.7): 536.

Ps 80. 1ab-2,3-4,14ab+18 (R.3): 336 (2).
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Ps 89. 1-2,15-16,17-18 (R.1a): 493.
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